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Khan’s kidnappers also planned to abduct Shakti Kapoor

Members of Bajrang Dal Mumbai hold a Shourya Sanchalan (March) at Raja 
Bade Chowk, Shivaji Park, Dadar where more than Ten Thousand Cadres 
participated in Grand March in Mumbai on Sunday. Pic: Bhushan Koyande

Bijnor/Meerut (UP): Four 
members of  a gang have been 
arrested for kidnapping actor 
Mushtaq Mohammad Khan 
from the Delhi airport, holding 
him hostage in Bijnor district of  
Uttar Pradesh and demanding 
ransom, officials said.

According to police, the mis-
creants were also plotting to 
abduct veteran actor Shakti Ka-
poor on the pretext of  inviting 
him to an event.

Bijnor Superintendent of  Po-
lice (SP) Abhishek Jha shared 
the details on Saturday, saying 
that Mushtaq Khan's event 
manager, Shivam Yadav, had 
filed a complaint on December 
9.

According to the complaint, 

Lavi alias Rahul Saini had on 
October 15 sent an advance pay-
ment of  Rs 25,000 and an air 
ticket to invite Khan to an event 
in Meerut. Upon arriving at the 
Delhi airport on November 20, 
Mushtaq was received by a cab 
driver who took him to a famous 
'shikanji' shop between Meerut 
and Delhi.

There, Khan was forced into 
another vehicle, where more 
individuals joined him. The ac-
tor was then threatened and 
informed that he had been kid-
napped and was being held cap-
tive at the home of  Lavi, a crimi-
nal involved in the case, police 
said.

"During his captivity, the kid-
nappers took Mushtaq Khan's 

bank account details and pass-
word. On the night of  November 
20, the accused consumed alco-
hol and slept. The following 
morning, Mushtaq Khan man-
aged to escape and reached a 
mosque in Mohalla Chahshiri, 
where locals contacted his fam-
ily and helped him return home.

"On November 21, the kidnap-
pers withdrew Rs 2.2 lakh from 
Mushtaq Khan's bank account 
while shopping in Meerut and 
Muzaffarnagar," the officer 
said.

The arrested gang members 
have been identified as Sarthak 
Chaudhary, Sabiuddin, Azim, 
and Shashank. Police have also 
recovered Rs 1.04 lakh from 
their possession.

Police revealed that the gang 
was involved in abducting film 
stars by sending advance pay-
ments and air tickets under the 
guise of  event invitations.

The investigation has also re-
vealed that actor Shakti Kapoor 
was offered Rs 5 lakh to attend 

a similar event, but the deal fell 
through due to a high advance 
request.

Police are now investigating 
whether the gang was involved 
in the kidnapping of  other film 
stars.

Efforts are on to track down 

the remaining members of  the 
gang, including Lavi.

Meanwhile, in a related de-
velopment, Arjun, one of  the 
kidnappers involved in come-
dian Sunil Pal's abduction, was 
shot and injured during an en-
counter with police in Meerut 
on Sunday.

Arjun, who was arrested on 
Saturday, attempted to escape 
while being escorted for a medi-
cal checkup at Lalkurti police 
station by snatching the pistol 
of  a sub-inspector, the Meerut 
police said.

Arjun, while trying to flee, 
opened fire indiscriminately at 
the police team. The police team 
retaliated, and Arjun was shot 
and injured in the exchange of  

fire.
Meerut Senior Superinten-

dent of  Police (SSP) Vipin Tada 
said that police had recovered 
from Arjun an SUV, a Scorpio, 
used in Sunil Pal's kidnapping 
last month, along with Rs 2.25 
lakh cash and a mobile phone 
used in the crime.

"Arjun was immediately tak-
en to the hospital in an injured 
condition. Police are now 
searching for his associates, as 
they believe the gang involved 
in the kidnapping is based in 
Bijnor. Authorities have also 
contacted the victim for further 
statements and are continuing 
their investigation into the 
case," the SSP said.

-PTI

By Correspondent

Nagpur: A total of  39 legislators 
from Mahayuti allies were sworn in 
on Sunday in the first cabinet ex-
pansion of  the 10-day-old Devendra 
Fadnavis-led government includ-
ing 16 new faces, while 10 former 
ministers were excluded.

Fadnavis has announced that 
portfolios for the newly inducted 
ministers will be allotted within the 
next two days.

Hours before the cabinet expan-
sion ceremony, Deputy CM and 
NCP leader Ajit Pawar said that 
some of  those who took oath will 
have a tenure of  two-and-a-half-
years, underlining constrains in 
accommodating aspirations of  
hopefuls.

While 33 legislators were sworn 
in as cabinet ministers, six took 
oath as ministers of  state.

The new council of  ministers 
reflects Fadnavis' efforts in balanc-
ing caste equations including sec-
tions of  Marathas, OBCs, SCs, and 
STs and striking a regional 
balance.

With the new inductees, the 
strength of  the Fadnavis-led minis-
try has gone up to 42, including the 
CM and his deputies Eknath Shin-
de (Shiv Sena) and Ajit Pawar 
(NCP). One berth was kept vacant.

While the BJP secured 19 minis-
terial berths by virtue of  being the 
largest among allies, Shinde-led 
Shiv Sena and Ajit Pawar's Nation-
alist Congress Party were allotted 
11 and 9 berths, respectively.

Governor C P Radhakrishnan 
administered the oath to the new 
ministers at a ceremony held on the 
eve of  the state legislature's winter 
session in Nagpur.

The BJP, which won the maxi-
mum 132 seats in the assembly elec-
tions, got the largest chunk of  16 

ministers of  Cabinet rank and 
three MoS. Shiv Sena was allotted 
nine positions as Cabinet ministers 
and two MoS, while the NCP will 
have eight ministers of  Cabinet 
rank and a minister of  state.

Among the new inductees, four 
are women, including Pankaja 
Munde, Madhuri Misal, and Megh-
na Bordikar of  BJP and Aditi Tat-
kare of  NCP. Munde and Tatkare 
took oath as Cabinet ministers, and 
Bordikar and Misal as MoS.

Prominent leaders excluded in 

the new Cabinet are Chhagan Bhu-
jbal and Dilip Walse Patil of  NCP, 
and Sudhir Mungantiwar and Vi-
jaykumar Gavit of  BJP.

From Shiv Sena, former minis-
ters Tanaji Sawant, Deepak Kes-
arkar, and Abdul Sattar were not 
re-inducted.  Anil Patil, Sanjay 
Bandsode, and Dharmarao Baba 
Atram of  NCP also missed out on 
the second chance.

The swearing-in ceremony at Raj 
Bhavan in Nagpur was conducted 
after 33 years.

Adjustment for two-and-half years

Tabla loses its beats; Zakir Hussain dies
Mumbai: Tabla maestro Zakir 
Hussain died at the age of  73 on 
Sunday after suffering from 
heart-related problems. Hus-
sain was admitted to the Inten-
sive Care Unit (ICU) of  a San 
Franciso Hospital in the US.

Zakir Hussain, the legend-
ary tabla maestro, is celebrated 
for his talent to blend Indian 
classical music with global mu-
sic. His popular works include 
Shakti, alongside guitarist 
John McLaughlin, and albums 

like Making Music and Satur-
day Night in Bombay.

Zakir Hussain took tabla to 
the global stage. He earned an 
impressive f ive Grammy 
Awards over the course of  his 
career, including a remarkable 
three accolades at the 66th 
Grammy Awards this year.

Hussain was honoured with 
the prestigious Padma Shri in 
1988, the Padma Bhushan in 
2002, and the Padma Vibhush-
an in 2023.

It was his groundbreaking 
1973 project with English gui-
tarist John McLaughlin, violin-
ist L Shankar, and percussion-
ist TH 'Vikku' Vinayakram that 
redefined music by blending 
Indian classical traditions with 
elements of  jazz, creating a fu-
sion style previously unheard 
of.

Zakir Hussain was admitted 
to the ICU of  a San Francisco 
hospital with heart related 
problems, his friend and flau-

tist Rakesh Chaurasia said. He 
had been having blood pressure 
issues, added Hussain's man-
ager Nirmala Bachani.

The eldest son of  legendary 
tabla player Allah Rakha, Hus-
sain has followed in the foot-
steps of  his father, becoming a 
marquee name in India and 
across the world. 

In his career spanning six 
decades, the musician has 
worked with several renowned 
international and Indian 

artistes.
The Mumbai-born, eldest 

son of  legendary tabla player 
Allah Rakha, Zakir Hussain 
followed in his father's foot-
steps to become a global icon.

Union Minister Nitin Gad-
kari, in a post on X, said: “To 
learn of  the Tabla Masetro Za-
kir Hussain’s demise is utterly 
devastating.” Singer Kavita 
Krishnamurthy shared her 
tributes, saying “He has passed 
away. Multi organ failure."

BHUJBAL, MUNGANTIWAR, KESARKAR PROMINENT 
LEADERS AMONG THE DROPPED MINISTERS

FADNAVIS EXPANDS CABINET, HIS DEPUTY AJIT PAWAR 
SAYS SCENE WILL BE DIFFERENT AFTER HALF TERM

By G Unnikrishnan

Bengaluru: Mumbai leaned on their 
collective batting strength to subdue 
a spirited Madhya Pradesh by five 
wickets to clinch the Syed Mushtaq 
Ali Trophy here on Sunday.

Mumbai were stretched on more 
than one occasion during the chase of  
175, a target MP built around skipper 
Rajat Patidar's fluent unbeaten 81, on 
a slightly tacky pitch, but evenwtually 
they reached 180 for five in 17.5 overs.

This was Mumbai's second SMAT 
title after winning it for the first time 
in 2022, while MP's wait for a maiden 
trophy prolonged to another season.

After a brief  period of  lull, Suryaku-
mar Yadav (48, 35b, 4x4, 3x6) reacti-
vated his run-making ways and added 
52 runs for the third wicket with 
Ajinkya Rahane (37, 30b, 4x4).

It helped Mumbai to recover from 
the early dismissals of  Prithvi Shaw 
and skipper Shreyas Iyer, both of  
them falling to rather causal shots.

Just when it seemed that the two 
veteran batters would carry Mumbai 
home, Rahane slashed Venkatesh Iyer 
straight into the hands of  Rahul 

Batham at deep.
Suryakumar followed soon, top-

edging off-spinner Shivam Shukla to 
Avesh Khan at short fine leg.

At 129 for five in 14.4 overs, Mumbai 
needed 46 runs but any wor-
ries were soon eased by the 
big-hitting Suryansh 
Shedge (36 not out, 15b, 
3x4, 3x6) and Atharva An-
kolekar (16 not out, 6b, 2x6) 
who knocked off  the 
re m a i n i n g  r u n s 
without much fuss 
in a little over 
three overs.

E a r l i e r , 
Patidar shone 
brightly while 
hammering his 
fifth fifty of  this 
tournament.

The right-hander, who 
was retained by the Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru, 
entertained an over 
1 5 , 0 0 0 - c r o w d ,  w h o 
backed him and MP to 
the hilt, with twinkling 
shot-making.

In fact, Patidar singlehandedly held 
the MP innings together as the next 
highest was a 23 by Shubhranshu 
Senapati.

Madhya Pradesh had made a rather 
sedate beginning to their innings af-
ter losing openers Arpit Gaud (3) and 
Harsh Gawli (2).

They reached 38 for two in the 
Power Play, which later transpired to 

114 for five in 15 overs.
However, Patidar found 
an able ally in Batham 

(19, 14b) as they added 
56 runs for the sixth 
wicket as MP added 
60 runs in the last 
five overs.

Patidar, a clean-
striker of  the 
balls, too upped 

the level of  his play, 
as indicated by a stun-

ning walk-across-the-
line six off  pacer Shardul 
Thakur.

But individual bril-
liance was not enough 
to stop the Mumbai jug-
gernaut on the night.

After Ranji, Mumbai win SMT

Bengaluru: Mumbai crick-
eter Simran Shaikh became 
the costliest player of  the 
Women's Premier League 
mini-auction 2025, being 
bought by Gujarat Giants 
for Rs 1.90 crore even as vet-
eran India player Sneh 
Rana went unsold.

On a day when five teams 
competed to fill 19 slots 
from a pool of  120 players to 
finalise their squads for 
next year's WPL, the other 
top money earners were 
West Indies stalwart Dean-
dra Dottin (Rs 1.70 crore - 
Gujarat Giants), 16-year-
old U19 wicketkeeper-batter 
G Kamalini (Mumbai Indi-
ans - Rs 1.60 crore), Prema 
Rawat (Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru - Rs 1.20 crore) 
and N Charani (Delhi Capi-
tals - Rs 55 lakh).

Delhi Capitals and Guja-
rat Giants were involved in 
a bidding war for Simran 
before the latter raised the 
bar to net her.

Simran, 22, a middle-or-
der batter, played a few 
matches for UP Warriorz 
during the 2023 WPL sea-
son. She has made 176 runs 

in 11 matches for Mumbai 
at 22 with a strike rate of  
100.57 during the Senior 
Women's T20 Trophy in 
October-November.

All-rounder Dottin, who 
is currently in India with 
the West Indies team for the 
white-ball series, was the 
costliest among overseas 
players and was bought by 
the Giants for the second 
time in the auction.

Dottin, 33, a veteran of  
132 WT20Is, was one of  the 
three players with base 
price of  Rs 50 lakh and saw 
UP Warriorz too make a 
wholehearted bid for her 
before Gujarat Giants 
upped the amount. Dottin 
was signed by Gujarat Gi-
ants for Rs 60 lakh ahead of  
WPL 2023, but could not 
play the tournament.

Simran Shaikh 
costliest player in 
WPL mini auction

India 
Women win 

first T20I
Navi Mumbai: India Wom-
en extended their unbeaten 
run against the West Indies 
to nine consecutive T20I 
victories with a dominating 
49-run win in the series 
opener here on Sunday.

After Jemimah Rodri-
gues (73) and Smriti Mand-
hana (54) powered India to 
their highest-ever total of  
195 for four against the Car-
ibbean side and their third 
highest overall in the for-
mat, the West Indies re-
sponded with 146 for seven.

At the top, young Qiana 
Joseph dazzled with a 33-
ball 49, while veteran Dean-
dra Dottin (52) recorded her 
first fifty since making a 
comeback to T20Is earlier 
this year, but their efforts 
were not enough.

West Indies' hopes were 
dealt a body blow in the sec-
ond over when substitute 
fielder Minnu Mani pro-
duced a superb athletic 
catch to see the back of  West 
Indies' skipper Hayley Mat-
thews (1) off  Titas Sadhu 
(3/37). Joseph cracked five 
fours and three sixes to 
keep the scoreboard ticking 
but West Indies could not 
produce big partnerships 
in the middle.

India retain 
Women's 
Asia Cup

Muscat: India's goalkeeper 
Nidhi stole the limelight in 
the penalty shootout, mak-
ing three sensational saves 
to help India overcome 
three-time champions Chi-
na 3-2 (1-1) and clinch their 
second consecutive Wom-
en's Junior Asia Cup hock-
ey title here on Sunday.

Nidhi's heroics capped 
off  a stellar performance, 
having already stood tall 
during regulation time by 
thwarting multiple at-
tempts from the Chinese 
forwards as the four quar-
ters ended in a nerve-
wracking 1-1 stalemate.

While skipper Jinzhuang 
Tan scored for China in the 
30th minute, Siwach Kani-
ka's strike early in the sec-
ond half  (41st minute) 
brought India back into the 
game in an intense battle 
for supremacy.

-PTI
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Fadnavis receives grand welcome on home turf

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that my client 
MR. SANJAY MADHUKAR RANE 
& MR. AJAY MADHUKAR RANE, 
the legal heirs of Late. SHUBHANGI 
MADHUKAR RANE, have made an 
application in connection of Flat No. 
2005, Avisha CHS Ltd., Thakurdwar 
Road, Mughbhat Cross Lane, Girgaon 
Mumbai, Pin – 400004, with society 
for delete the membership of Late. 
SHUBHANGI MADHUKAR RANE 
and replace the name of MR. SANJAY 
MADHUKAR RANE & MR. AJAY 
MADHUKAR RANE. 
Any person having any objection 
to sale or claiming any right, title or 
interest in said Flat by way of sale, 
exchange, gift, mortgage, charge, 
trust, possession, Inheritance, lease, 
lien, attachment or any other right 
whatsoever. The same may be made 
known in writing to me at Shop No.23, 
Shree Vrindavan CHS Ltd., B/H 
Woodland Cinema, Virar (W), Tal-
Vasai, Dist-Palghar, Pin 401 303 
within 15 days from the date of issue 
of this notice, failing which society shall 
proceed to change the name as per 
rules & regulation

(DHANASHRI YERUNKAR)
(ADVOCATE)

Place: Virar
Date: 16.12.2024

Nagpur: The Cabinet expansion saw 
the re-entry of  state BJP chief  Chan-
drashekhar Bawankule, Jaykumar 
Raval, Pankaja Munde, and Ashok 
Uike who had served as ministers dur-
ing Fadnavis’ first term from 2014 to 19.

Region-wise, a maximum of  nine 
ministers are from the western Maha-
rashtra region including Madhuri 
Misal, Makrand Patil, Shivendrasinh 
Bhosale, Hasan Mushrif, Chandrakant 
Patil, Shambhuraj Desai, Prakash 
Abitkar, Jaykumar Gore, and Datta 
Bharne.

With eight ministers, including 
Girish Mahajan, Radhakrishna Vikhe 
Patil, Sanjay Savkare, Gulabrao Patil, 
Dadaji Bhuse, Jaykumar Rawal, Man-
ikrao Kokate, and Narhari Zirwal, the 
north Maharashtra comes second.

Seven ministers- Chandrashekhar 
Bawankule, Sanjay Rathod, Akash 
Fundkar, Ashok Uike, Indranil Naik, 
Ashish Jaiswal, and Pankaj Bhoyar are 
from the Vidarbha region in east 
Maharashtra.

The Marathwada region will be rep-
resented by six ministers namely Pan-
kaja Munde (BJP) and her cousin 
Dhananjay Munde (NCP), Atul Save, 
Sanjay Shirsat, Meghana Bordikar, 
and Babasaheb Patil.

Ganesh Naik, Ashish Shelar, Pratap 

Sarnaik, and Mangal Prabhat Lodha 
have been inducted from the Mumbai/
Thane region.

The coastal Konkan region is repre-
sented by five ministers, including 
Nitesh Rane, Uday Samant, Yogesh 
Kadam, Bharat Gogawale, and Aditi 
Tatkare.

The first-timers from three Mahay-
uti allies include Yogesh Kadam, 
Meghna Bordikar, Madhuri Misal, 
Pankaj Bhoyar, Shivendrasinh Bho-
sale, Manikrao Kokate, Jaykumar 
Gore, Narhari Zirwal, Pratap Sarnaik, 
Bharat Gogawale, Makrand Patil, 
Nitesh Rane, Akash Fundkar, Babasa-
heb Patil, Prakash Abitkar, and Sanjay 
Savkare.

With the induction of  NCP's Babasa-
heb Patil, the Ahmadpur constituency 
in Latur district has got representation 
in the state ministry after 20 years.

Babasaheb Patil, who defeated NCP 
(SP) leader and former minister Vinay-
akrao Patil in the November 20 state 
polls, has become a state cabinet min-
ister for the first time.

In 2009, Babasaheb Patil was elected 
for the first time from Ahmadpur on 
the Rashtriya Samaj Paksha ticket. In 
2014, he unsuccessfully contested the 
election on the ticket of  the undivided 
NCP. He won the 2019 elections.

Pankaja, Rathod return in the cabinet

The long-running suspense in 
Maharashtra politics ended in Nagpur 
on Sunday, when Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis managed to 
expand his cabinet. Significantly, this 
time around the ministers have been 
sworn in not for the full term, but only 
for two and a half years. With this 
new experiment, unusual politics has 
started in Maharashtra, which will be 
full of many changes and challenges 
in days to come. The Deputy Chief 
Minister Ajit Pawar has committed to 
offering opportunities to legislators 

who haven't yet made it into the state's 
ministry. This assurance was given by 
him on Sunday in Nagpur, just before the 
cabinet expansion. During the swearing-
in, the new ministers have been told to 
submit an affidavit, in which it is made 
clear that their tenure will be only two 
and a half years. Discussions are rife in 
the state regarding this new formula. 
However, it is not yet clear whether this 
rule will apply to BJP ministers as well or 
is only for Shiv Sena and NCP leaders.
While addressing party MLAs Ajit 
Pawar emphasised that while everyone 

aspires to be a minister, the available 
positions are limited. Nevertheless, 
the government promises to offer 
these chances by rotating positions 
during their five-year term, ensuring 
broader representation across regions. 
With this the new plan aims to provide 
opportunities over a two-and-a-half 
year period, with current limitations 
due to a capped number of ministerial 
positions.
This cabinet expansion in the state is 
not just an administrative move, but an 
indication of new equations in politics. 

This two and a half years agreement 
between the constituent parties of the 
grand alliance is a unique experiment of 
sharing power. But it will be interesting 
to see in which direction the disputes 
and resentments related to it will 
take the politics of Maharashtra in the 
coming days. Shiv Sena ministers had to 
promise to leave the post after a tenure 
of two and a half years. This affidavit 
limits their future and tries to ensure 
discipline inside the party. Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde clarified this 
decision in the party meeting. 

The two-and-half month formula

Nagpur: Chief  Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis on Sunday led a 
rally organised in his hometown 
Nagpur by BJP workers to cele-
brate the Mahayuti's victory in 
recent assembly polls.

The chief  minister, who rep-
resents the Nagpur South West 
assembly constituency, under-
lined the Mahayuti govern-
ment's commitment to serve the 
people 24 hours.

Fadnavis landed in Nagpur to 
a grand welcome from party 
workers and people. The rally 
started from Nagpur airport and 
culminated at Fadnavis' resi-
dence in Dharampeth.

Talking to reporters at the air-
port, Fadnavis said, "It is a joyous 
moment that after becoming the 
chief  minister, I have come to my 
janmabhoomi and karmabhoomi 

(birthplace and workplace). Nag-
pur is my family, and it is wel-
come by my family."

He slammed the opposition 
parties, accusing them of  not 
believing in the Constitution.

Fadnavis, accompanied by his 
wife Amruta Fadnavis, state 
BJP chief  Chandrashekhar 
Bawankule and others boarded 
a decorated open-top vehicle at 
Nagpur airport. The route of  the 
rally was dotted with banners 
welcoming the son-of-the-soil.

Fadnavis raised 'Ek hain toh 
safe hain' and 'Modi hain toh 
mumkin hain' slogans while ad-
dressing his supporters.

"The Mahayuti (coalition) un-
der the leadership of  PM Modi 
received huge blessings from the 
poor, tribals, farmers, Dalits, and 
OBC and others (in assembly 

elections). This electoral victory 
became possible due to the trust 
put in Mahayuti by Ladki Bahins 
(the name of  a popular scheme 
for women), ladka (beloved) shet-
kari (farmers), ladke yuva 
(youths), Dhangars, Marathas 
and other sections," he said.

I thank 14 crore people of  Ma-
harashtra for blessing the Mah-
ayuti and making me chief  min-
ister, Fadnavis added.

Fadnavis said the people 
chose Mahayuti to serve them 
and change their lives and 
Maharashtra.

"I, Eknath Shinde, and Ajit 
Pawar with others will work 24 
hours to fulfil the dream of  peo-
ple. This government will work 
24/7 for the people," he said.

Fadnavis landed in Nagpur 
for the oath-taking ceremony of  

the Mahayuti government as 
part of  the first expansion of  
Cabinet. The winter session of  
the state legislature will com-
mence in the second capital of  
Maharashtra on December 16.

Fadnavis took oath as the 
chief  minister for the third time 
on December 5 after the Mah-
ayuti combine swept the Novem-
ber 20 Maharashtra elections, 
winning 230 out of  288 seats.

The Opposition Maharashtra 
Vikas Aghadi, which managed 
just 46 seats, has been alleging 
irregularities in electronic vot-
ing machines (EVMs).

Asked about the Opposition 
aggressively taking up the issue 
of  EVMs, Fadnavis said, "These 
people are disappointed. They 
don't have faith in democracy 
and the Election Commission." 

Nagpur: Following is the 
brief  profile of  some of  the 
ministers who were in-
ducted into the Devendra 
Fadnavis government in 
Maharashtra on Sunday.

C h a n d r a s h e k h a r 
Bawankule: The Maha-
rashtra BJP president won 
from Kamthi seat in Nag-
pur in the 2024 assembly 
polls after being denied a 
ticket in 2019. He was, how-
ever, rehabilitated as MLC 
and was later made the 
party's state unit chief  in 
August 2022. Bawankule 
has been associated with 
the BJP for the past 30 
years. He was power min-
ister in the Devendra Fad-
navis-led BJP-Shiv Sena 
government between 2014 
and 2019.

Radhakrishna Vikhe 
Patil is an 8-term MLA 
from Shirdi in Ahilyana-
gar district who also 
served as minister in the 
first Shiv Sena-BJP gov-
ernment in the state in 
1995 as well as the Con-
gress-NCP dispensations 
from 1999 to 2014. He joined 
the BJP in 2014.

Chandrakant Patil is a 
two-time MLA from Ko-

thrud in Pune and was ear-
lier an MLC. Patil, who 
hails from Kolhapur, is 
close to Union minister 
Amit Shah and was a min-
ister in the Devendra Fad-
navis government between 
2014 to 2019.

Seventy-year-old Hasan 
Mushrif  of  the NCP is six-
time MLA from Kagal as-
sembly in Kolhapur dis-
trict. He allied with Ajit 
Pawar when the NCP split 
in July last year. Mushrif  
was booked in a money-
laundering case and was 
raided by Enforcement Di-
rectorate and Central Bu-
reau of  Investigation be-
fore he joined the ruling 
alliance. Despite opposi-
tion stalwart Sharad Pa-
war's concerted efforts to 
defeat him, he managed to 
retain his seat in 2024.

Debutante minister 
Madhuri Misal is a 4-time 
MLA from Parvati assem-
bly constituency in Pune.

Meghana Bordikar is a 
two-time BJP MLA from 
J i n t u r  i n  P a r b h a n i 
district.

Pankaja Munde is an 
MLC who lost the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls from Beed.

Sanjay Savkare, who 
was sworn in as cabinet 
minister on Sunday, repre-
sents Bhusawal. He joined 
BJP in 2014 from the NCP. 
Savkare was assistant to 
former MLA Santosh 
Chaudhari before entering 
politics.

Yogesh Kadam (38) is a 
two-time MLA from Dapoli 
assembly seat in the state's 
Konkan region and is son 
of  senior Shiv Sena leader 
and former state minister 
Ramdas Kadam.

NCP MLA Narhari Zir-
wal from Dindori, who 
took oath as cabinet minis-
ter, is a confidante of  Dep-
uty Chief  Minister Ajit 
Pawar. Zirwal was deputy 
speaker in the assembly 
whose term ended on No-
vember 26. Nitesh Rane is 
son of  former CM and Un-
ion minister Narayan 
Rane and is 3-time MLA 
from kankavli. He contest-
ed polls as a Congress can-
didate for the first time in 
2014 and joined the BJP in 
2019. Akash Fundkar is a 
3-time MLA from Kham-
gaon and is son of  former 
state BJP chief  late Pan-
durang Fundkar.

MVA slams 
govt over 

farmers' woes

Chandrashekhar Bawankule (BJP)
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil (BJP)
Hasan Mushrif  (NCP)
Chandrakant Patil (BJP)
Girish Mahajan (BJP)
Gulabrao Patil (Shiv Sena)
Ganesh Naik (BJP)
Dada Bhuse (Shiv Sena)
Sanjay Rathod (Shiv Sena)
Dhananjay Munde (NCP)

Mangal Prabhat Lodha (BJP)
Uday Samant (Shiv Sena)
Jaykumar Rawal (BJP)
Pankaja Munde (BJP)
Atul Save (BJP)
Ashok Uike (BJP)
Shambhuraj Desai (Shiv Sena)
Ashish Shelar (BJP)
Dattatray Bharne (NCP)
Aditi Tatkare (NCP)

Shivendrasinh Raje Bhosale (BJP)
Manikrao Kokate (NCP)
Jaykumar Gore (BJP)
Narhari Zirwal (NCP)
Sanjay Savkare (BJP)
Sanjay Shirsat (Shiv Sena)
Pratap Sarnaik (Shiv Sena)
Bharat Gogawale (Shiv Sena)
Makrand Jadhav Patil (NCP)
Nitesh Rane (BJP)

Akash Fundkar (BJP)
Babasaheb Patil (NCP)
Prakash Abitkar (Shiv Sena)
MINISTERS OF STATE: 
Madhuri Misal (BJP)
Ashish Jaiswal (Shiv Sena)
Pankaj Bhoyar (BJP)
Meghna Bordikar (BJP)
Indranil Naik (NCP)
Yogesh Kadam (Shiv Sena)

Cabinet Ministers

Nagpur: The swearing-in of  
39 ministers at Raj Bhavan 
in Nagpur on Sunday was 
the first held in Maharash-
tra's second capital in 33 
years, the last such event be-
ing the cabinet expansion of  
the Sudhakarrao Naik dis-
pensation in 1991.

Naik had expanded his 
council of  ministers by in-
ducting Shiv Sena rebels 
Chhagan Bhujbal and Ra-
jendra Gole,  who had 
switched over to the ruling 
Congress. The Congress' 
Beed legislator Jaidutt 
Kshirsagar was also induct-
ed into the Naik government 
at the time.

They were administered 
the oath of  office by Gover-
nor C Subramanium.

Incidentally, Bhujbal was 
the biggest name to be 
dropped from the Eknath 
Shinde government when 39 
ministers were inducted 
into the Devendra Fadnavis 
cabinet on Sunday.

Naik was CM from June 
25, 1991 to February 22, 1993.

First time 
in Nagpur 
since 1991

Shelar becomes minister, 
BCCI treasurer's post  

set to be vacant
Mumbai: The post of  the 
treasurer in the BCCI is set 
to be left vacant after BJP 
leader Ashish Shelar took 
oath as a cabinet minister 
in the Devendra Fadnavis-
led Maharashtra state gov-
ernment on Sunday.

Shelar, who became the 
BCCI treasurer in October 
2022, took oath as one of  the 
cabinet ministers in Nagpur 
after winning the Vandre 
West seat in Maharashtra as-
sembly elections last month.

The Supreme Court had 
ruled that no minister and 
public servant can become 
a member in the BCCI 
while implementing Lodha 
Committee recommenda-
tions in 2016.

The apex court, however, 
had allowed the BCCI to 
amend its constitution in 
September 2022 which 
paved the way for MLAs to 
become office-bearers in 
the board. Following this, 
Shelar had become the 
BCCI treasurer in October 
that year.

Shelar is the second offi-

cial from the incumbent 
committee to move on from 
his post after Jay Shah, 
who moved on from his post 
as the BCCI secretary to the 
chairman of  the Interna-
tional Cricket Council.

Shah began his tenure at 
the ICC on December 1 as 
the BCCI president Roger 
Binny appointed joint secre-

tary Devajit Saikia as the 
interim secretary of  the In-
dian cricket board on De-
cember 9.

PTI had earlier reported 
that Saikia is believed to 
continue in his new role as 
the interim secretary of  the 
BCCI till September 2025 
before the post is perma-
nently filled up.

Nagpur: The opposition 
MVA on Sunday targeted 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment over farmers' plight, 
price rise, jobs and a sar-
panch's murder and boy-
cotted the customary tea 
party on the eve of  the state 
legislature's winter session 
here.

Hours before the cabinet 
expansion of  the govern-
ment in the evening, lead-
ers of  the Maharashtra Vi-
k a s  A g h a d i  ( M VA ) , 
comprising the Shiv Sena 
(UBT), NCP (SP) and Con-
gress, held a press confer-
ence at Ravi Bhavan in the 
city to slam the BJP-led 
dispensation.

Leader of  Opposition in 
the Legislative Council Am-
badas Danve said the gov-
ernment was doing a “dra-
ma” by keeping the session 
only for six days. Earlier, 
the Nagpur session used to 
be held for anywhere be-
tween three weeks and one 
month, he said.

Danve claimed that there 
would be no questions and 
answers and calling atten-
tion motions during the 
winter session, which will 
be held from December 16 
to December 21.

Mix of old and new, 
heavyweights and debutantes
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Even today 
'Awara' is a film 
that is etched 
in my mind. 
Talking about 
Rajji's incredible 
showmanship, the 
way he envisioned 
the dream 
sequence in the film had never been 
seen before.”

Amitabh Bachchan, 
Actor

After poll drubbing, 
Uddhav drops 'return 

to Hindutva' hints

Part-7Newbies in the House

By Ruddhi Phadke

It was a long-cherished dream for 
Rajan Naik to represent Nalasopara 
in the Assembly. He tried his luck 

twice earlier but failed. This time, how-
ever, he created a history by becoming 
the first BJP MLA from the seat, known 
as a citadel of  the Thakur family.

The sober and humble Naik defeated 
Kshitij Thakur, an MLA who had be-
come synonymous with Nalasopara. 
Naik’s victory is also considered as the 
beginning of  the end of  the influence of  
the Thakur family. Interestingly, this is 
for the first time that no one from the 
Thakur family is in the Assembly since 
1991. 

“I won’t use the word ‘gundaraj’, but 
I must say ‘Ramrajya’ has been estab-
lished finally in Nalasopara and Vasai,” 
said MLA Rajan Naik. After wiping out 
Thakurs from Vasai, BJP gave another 
blow to BVA by defeating the party in 
Nalasopara. After Sneha Dubey, an-
other historic victory that’s worth tak-
ing cognizance of  is that of  Naik. Again, 
a debutant contestant challenged the 
mighty and emerged victorious.

Rajan Naik’s journey from now is not 
going to be easy as he has dared to chal-
lenge the Thakurs who are obviously 
upset due to the unexpected defeat. 
Kshitij Thakur was defeated by a mar-
gin of  36,875 votes.

Speaking to ‘The Perfect Voice’, Naik 
said, “The credit goes to Devendra ji 
( Fa d n av i s ) ,   C h a n d r a s h e k h a r 
Bawankule and Ravindra Chavan and 
of  course the collective efforts of  the 
party workers. Ladki Bahin scheme 
was a masterstroke that finally pushed 
us closest to success.” Naik said.

It was not a difficult decision to con-
test elections as he has been working 
with RSS for 37 years, he has also 
worked under ABVP for five years. 
“Everyone knew me. From voters to 
party seniors, I was well connected with 
all. Above all, I was extremely ap-
proachable to voters.”

He pointed out that people of  Nalaso-
para were fed up of  the long standing 
problems of  illegal structures, land dis-
putes and traffic woes and the word 

“parivartan” set the base of  the party’s 
campaign in Nalasopara. Naik believed 
that anti-incumbency factor cannot be 
ruled out while analyzing what led to 
the success. “After 2019, over 2 lakh new 
voters were enrolled. Youth wants 
change,” added Naik.

According to Naik another factor 
that drove the victory was relentless ef-
forts on campaign and voter awareness. 
He said he himself  walked nearly 193 
kilo meters and personally visited vot-
ers, distributing slips and convincing 
people to vote.

Having won the election, Naik is all 
set to embrace the challenges Nalaso-
para constituency brings with it as peo-
ple now have set huge expectations 
from the first time MLA. The constitu-
ency for years has been battling several 
issues like lack of  infrastructure, in-
cluding roads, public transportation, 
and amenities like hospitals and 
schools, unemployed youth, rising 
crime, environmental concerns like 
pollution, deforestation, and waste 
management. Besides, the constituency 
has also experienced social and com-
munal tensions in the past.

Naik likes to be called as people’s 
man. He is often seen travelling in Mum-
bai’s local trains in second class com-
partments and singing Marathi bhajans 
with the co-passengers. His simplicity 
and loyalty to the BJP have yielded re-
sults. However, this nature could change 
his mettle too in front of  the mighty 
Thakurs. They are down but yet out.

The dreamer 
fetches historic win

Mumbai: The Uddhav 
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena 
(UBT) has dropped broad 
hints over the past few days 
of  going back to its core 
Hindutva agenda after the 
drubbing the party re-
ceived in the November 20 
Maharashtra polls.

The party has mounted a 
strident attack on the Cen-
tre for atrocities on Hindus 
in Bangladesh after the fall 
of  the Sheikh Hasina gov-
ernment in the neighbour-
ing country in August and 
has now come forward to 
"protect" an "80-year-old" 
Hanuman Temple outside 
Mumbai's Dadar station 
that was been served a dem-
olit ion notice by the 
railways.

Signalling its intent on 
the issue, Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader Aaditya Thackeray 
performed 'maha aarti' at 
the temple amid efforts by 
the party to corner the rul-
ing BJP on the Hindutva 
plank.

Earlier, on December 6, 
the party raised hackles of  
some allies when Uddhav 
Thackeray's close aide and 
MLC Milind Narvekar post-
ed a photo of  the Babri Mas-
jid demolition on social 
media site X along with the 
combative "I am proud of  
those who did it" quote of  
Shiv Sena founder Bal 
Thackeray. The mosque in 
Ayodhya was brought down 
on December 6, 1992.

On F riday,  Uddhav 
Thackeray had attacked the 
Union government over the 
atrocities on Hindus in 

Bangladesh and sought to 
know the steps taken by In-
dia to protect the commu-
nity in the neighbouring 
nation.

Observers said these 
moves  mark another 
change in the policy of  Shiv 
Sena (UBT), which severed 
ties in 2019 with its long-
time ally BJP and joined 
hands with the Congress 
and NCP but stuck to its 
'Marathi manoos' (sons of  
the soil) plank.

These observers said the 
move comes amid the drub-
bing the Thackeray-led 
party received in the as-
sembly polls and ahead of  
the civic polls, which have 
been due in most cities in 
Maharashtra, including 
Mumbai, since early 2022. It 
got just 20 seats in the 
288-member Maharashtra 
assembly despite contest-
ing 95 as part of  the MVA.

The cash-rich Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) was con-
trolled by the undivided 
Shiv Sena for 25 years from 
1997 to 2022. In 2017, the 
Shiv Sena and the BJP were 

involved a close fight and 
won 84 and 82 seats, 
respectively.

In the 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls, the party won four of  
the six seats in Mumbai, 
though a closer look re-
vealed it did not do well in 
seats with its traditional 
voter base. In assembly seg-
ments like Worli, held by 
Aaditya Thackeray, it had 
leads of  less than 7,000.

The ruling BJP accused 
the Shiv Sena (UBT) of  win-
ning with the help of  mi-
nority votes.

The Uddhav Thackeray-
led party's ambiguous 
stand on Uniform Civil 
Code and Waqf  Board 
Amendment Bill gave the 
BJP further ammunition to 
attack its former ally.

In the assembly polls, re-
sults of  which were de-
clared on November 23, 
victories in just 10 of  the 24 
constituencies it contested 
in Mumbai was another 
sign of  its waning voter 
base, especially among core 
supporters.

Moreover, the victory 
margin in three constituen-

cies (Jogeshwari East, Ver-
sova and Mahim) was lower 
than 2000 votes, while it was 
less than 10000 in Worli, 
Shivadi, Kalina and Din-
doshi. Only victories in 
Vikhroli, Byculla and Van-
dre East were with margins 
of  more than 10,000.

Ambadas Danve, the 
leader of  opposition in state 
legislative council, said 
Shiv Sena (UBT) never 
abandoned Hindutva and 
this was made clear even by 
the then chief  minister Ud-
dhav Thackeray.

"(I challenge the opposi-
tion) to show one instance 
where we have abandoned 
Hindutva. Our Hindutva is 
different. It does not mean 
hating minorities," Danve 
told PTI.

A Sena UBT leader, how-
ever, admitted the party fell 
short of  countering the 
"BJP's narrative" that the 
Thackeray-led outfit had 
abandoned Hindutva, espe-
cially when the ruling par-
ty gave calls like "ek hain to 
safe hain" (we are safe 
when united) and "batenge 
toh katenge" (divided we 

perish) in the assembly poll 
campaign.

Political analyst Abhay 
Deshpande said the Shiv 
Sena (UBT) changing its 
political line in 2019 did 
prove advantageous to the 
party in 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls as it got a new voter 
base.

However, the November 
assembly polls showed the 
party had lost a significant 
part of  its core voter base to 
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv 
Sena and the BJP, Desh-
pande pointed out.

Deshpande said the Sena 
(UBT) has realized that the 
party's "secular" stand may 
not work in the BMC, so it 
has moved back to its core 
Hindutva agenda. The par-
ty's secular stand may help 
in wards where the Con-
gress has a weak candidate 
and the minority votes will 
gravitate to the Shiv Sena 
UBT, he added.

Prakash Akolkar, the au-
thor of  'Jai Maharashtra -- 
Ha Shiv Sena Navacha Iti-
has Aahe' (Jai Maharashtra 
-- This is the History of  Shiv 
Sena) said the party mov-
ing back to Hindutva stems 
from its "frustration" from 
electoral setbacks.

"In the first session after 
he took over as the chief  
minister in 2019, Uddhav 
Thackeray had said his 
party made a mistake of  
mixing religion with poli-
tics. Now the party is going 
back to its main Hindutva 
plank. This shows that the 
party has no real ideology," 
Akolkar said. -PTI

Will conduct performance audit: Fadnavis
Nagpur: Chief  Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis said on 
Sunday that portfolios will 
be allocated to new minis-
ters in the next two to three 
days.

Addressing a press con-
ference after 39 legislators 
of  Mahayuti took oath as 
ministers as part of  the ex-
pansion of  the cabinet on 
the eve of  the winter ses-
sion of  the legislature, Fad-
navis said Mahayuti allies 
have agreed to conduct a 
"performance audit" of  
ministers during their 
tenure.

While Fadnavis didn't 

mention any timeline, Dep-
uty CM and Shiv Sena lead-
er Eknath Shinde said the 
ministers of  his party will 
get two-and-a-half  years 
and those who perform will 
progress.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
and NCP leader Ajit Pawar 
said "non-performers" can 
be replaced in two-and-a-
half-months also.

Fadnavis said the Mah-
ayuti government will start 
working towards develop-
ing Maharashtra.

"We have decided on the 
portfolio allocation and it 
will be announced in two to 

three days. Our administra-
tion will focus on swift de-
velopment," he said.

He slammed the opposi-
tion MVA for terming the 
Mahayuti government as a 
"government of  EVM".

"Our government came 
to power because every 
vote has gone for Maha-
rashtra. My government 
works by the Constitution 
and respecting the dignity 
of  the Constitution is our 
priority," the chief  minister 
said.

Fadnavis announced a 
probe by SIT into the mur-
der of  Massajog village sar-

panch Santosh Deshmukh 
in Beed district.

"The case has been given 
to CID and a special SIT 
will be set up to investigate. 
Culprits will be punished," 
the chief  minister said.

He said the violence in 
Parbhani was orchestrated 
and pointed out that the 
stone replica of  the Consti-
tution was desecrated by a 
mentally unstable person 
who has been arrested.

"I have directed the po-
lice to take action against 
those protesters involved in 
stone pelting in Parbhani," 
he added.

Fadnavis said he and his 
deputies- Eknath Shinde 
and Ajit Pawar- have told 
new ministers that they 
would be subjected to a per-
formance audit.

"Performance audit of  
ministers will be done and 
all three of  us have agreed 
to this," he said.

The CM said those lead-
ers of  the BJP who couldn't 
find a place in the Cabinet 
may be assigned an organi-
sational role.

Shinde said he had de-
cided at the Shiv Sena party 
level to give two-and-a-half  
years to new ministers. 

"Those who work good will 
progress," he added.

Earlier in the day, the op-
position MVA targeted the 
Maharashtra government 
over farmers' plight, price 
rise, jobs and a sarpanch's 
murder.

Leader of  Opposition in 
the Legislative Council 
Ambadas Danve said the 
government was doing a 
“drama” by keeping the 
session only for six days. 
Earlier, the Nagpur session 
used to be held for any-
where between three weeks 
and one month, said the 
Sena (UBT) leader.

A fire erupted on the second floor of the seven-story Poonam Chambers commercial building in Worli. 
Mumbai Fire Brigade, police, and other emergency personnel responded swiftly and no injuries were 
reported. Thick black smoke was seen billowing from the building as firefighters worked to extinguish 
the flames on Sunday.  (Pic: Bhushan Koyande)

Mumbai: Days after a 
BEST bus mowed down 
seven persons in Kurla, a 
motorcyclist got run over 
by an electric bus of  the 
transport body in the Go-
vandi area here, police said 
on Sunday.

The accident occurred at 
the Shivaji Nager junction 
in Govandi late on Saturday 
night, an official said.

The bus was heading to-
wards the Kurla bus depot 
from Shivaji Nagar when 
the victim's two-wheeler 
came in contact with one of  
the rear tyres of  the bus, 
and he got run over, the of-
ficial said.

The victim, Dikshit Vi-
nod Rajput, sustained a se-
vere head injury and was 
rushed to the Rajawadi 
Hospital, where the doctors 
declared him dead before 
admission, he said.

The police have arrested 
the bus driver, Vinod Aaba-
ji Rankhambe (39), under 
relevant sections of  the 
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita 
(BNS) Act, and further in-
vestigation is underway, 
the official said.

Earlier this week, an 
electric bus of  the BEST 
mowed down seven persons 
and injured 42 others on the 
S G Barve Marg in Kurla 
(West). 

Motorcyclist 
run over by 
BEST bus

Thane: A case has been 
registered against a police-
man and a senior prison 
officer for allegedly de-
manding and accepting a 
bribe to stop harassment of  
a prisoner's family member 
in Navi Mumbai, police said 
on Sunday.

Based on a complaint, 
the police have registered a 
case under the Prevention 
of  Corruption Act against 
Nivrutti Maneji Kannewad, 
a senior officer of  Taloja 
Jail, and constable Rahul 
Parmeshwar Garad, an of-
ficial said.

The duo allegedly de-
manded a bribe of  Rs 10,000 
from the complainant, 
whose brother is an inmate 
at Taloja Jail, he said.

The complainant alleged 
that his brother had been 
harassed by the two ac-
cused in Taloja Jail. The 
harassment reportedly es-
calated when the inmate 
was brought to court for 
proceedings.

During a meeting, the in-
mate informed his brother 
that the two officials had 
demanded Rs 10,000 to stop 
the harassment, the official 
said. The Anti-Corruption 
Bureau probed into the 
complaint and found that 
the duo had accepted the 
bribe amount on Saturday.

Prison officer 
booked for 

bribe
Mumbai: The Bombay 
High Court has granted 
bail to a 35-year-old man, 
convicted for killing his fa-
ther, noting he is mentally 
unsound and suffering 
from schizophrenia.

A division bench of  Jus-
tices Bharati Dangre and 
Manjusha Deshpande, in 
its December 12 order, sus-
pended the life sentence 
imposed on the man and 
granted him bail pending 
hearing of  his appeal 
against conviction.

The convict, who was 
well educated, had been 
diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia and was on psy-
chotropic medication, the 
court noted.

"The mental status ex-
amination clearly reflects 
that he continues to mutter 
to himself  and suffers from 
mood swings and there is 
specific reference to his 
speech, sometimes being 
coherent and sometimes 
irrelevant and his judg-
ment being impaired," the 
HC said.

The bench said mental 
health is a state of  well-
being that enables people 
to cope with the stresses of  
life, realise their abilities, 
to learn well and work 
well.

"It affects how we think, 

feel, react and act as we 
cope with life and encom-
passes psychological and 
social well-being," the 
court said.

"In a country like India, 
when people still shy away 
from openly discussing the 
mental illness and are not 
open about disclosing it, as 
it carries a significant so-
cial stigma, leading to an 
apprehension of  social ex-
clusion or discrimination, 
it can be too much to as-
sume that a person, who 
has killed his father and 
categorically admitted that 
he is responsible for the 
act, to be identified suffer-
ing from any sort of  men-
tal illness," the HC said.

The bench had earlier 
directed that the convict, 
lodged at the Yerwada pris-
on in Pune, be evaluated by 
a psychologist.

The psychologist's report 
stated the convict was suf-
fering from schizophrenia.

The court noted the con-
vict was a highly educated 

person and started getting 
medical treatment for his 
mental illness in 2010.

It appears his treatment 
was either discontinued or 
it was again resumed only 
when he suffered from the 
attacks and this ultimately 
resulted into the incident, 
when he killed his own fa-
ther, the court said.

The HC bench said pri-
ma facie it was convinced 
that the trial court had 
failed to consider the ac-
cused's mental illness.

The bench, while grant-
ing him bail, sought an af-
fidavit from his sister as-
suring the court that he 
would continue to take 
treatment for his mental 
illness so that he does not 
pose danger to anyone else 
and shall be admitted to a 
mental health care institu-
tion if  required. The man 
was convicted and sen-
tenced to life imprison-
ment by a sessions court in 
Pune in 2015 for killing his 
father.

Bail to mentally ill man 
convicted for murder
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New Delhi: India has pitched at 
the WTO for stricter regulations 
on subsidies granted by countries 
that are engaged in high seas fish-
ing activities, an official said.

Highlighting the stark dispari-
ty, an Indian document submitted 
at the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) has noted that it provides 
a modest USD 35 per fisher annu-
ally, compared to subsidies as 
high as USD 76,000 per fisher per 
year in some European nations.

India also suggested that his-
torical subsidisers should seek 
permission of  the Committee on 
Fisheries Subsidies for grant of  
subsidies in future.

The country has made these 

remarks in the meetings of  the 
Negotiating Group on Rules 
(Fisheries subsidies), which are 
going on in Geneva.

"India has pitched for strong 
disciplines for historical fisheries 
subsidisers which are engaged in 
distant water fishing (200 nautical 
miles from sea shore) and has 
asked for a moratorium on subsi-
dies at the present level for 25 
years," the official said.

On these demands, India was 
supported by countries like Indo-
nesia and other developing coun-
tries, the official added.

"Blaming India for stalling the 
decision at the GC is merely an 
excuse and a tactic to push for 

weak disciplines, allowing busi-
ness as usual to continue," the of-
ficial said adding WTO members 
engaged in distant water fishing 
should stop providing any kind of  
subsidies for 25 years as they pro-
vide significantly higher support 
measures and are indiscriminate-
ly exploiting fisheries resources.

The General Council is the 
WTO's highest-level decision-
making body in Geneva, meeting 
regularly to carry out the func-
tions of  the WTO. It has repre-
sentatives (usually ambassadors 
or equivalent) from all member 
governments and has the author-
ity to act on behalf  of  the Ministe-
rial Conference.

India has also called for adopt-
ing a 'per capita distribution of  
subsidies' criteria to address con-
cerns over overfishing and capac-
ity under the WTO framework, 
according to the document.

The document - Designing Dis-
ciplines For the Overcapacity and 
Overfishing Pillar:A case for in-
tensity-based subsidies approach 
- was submitted by India and it 
would come up for discussion in 
the General Council meeting of  
the WTO at Geneva on December 
16-17.

The issue is being negotiated at 
the WTO as the member coun-
tries are discussing reaching an 
agreement on disciplining subsi-

dies that lead to overfishing and 
overcapacity.

In 2022, the countries finalised 
a pact on stopping subsidies for 
illegal, unreported and unregu-
lated fishing activities.

It has added that the annual ag-
gregate level of  fisheries subsi-
dies cannot be the correct meas-
ure as these support measures 
include beneficial as well as sub-
sistence subsidies that are linked 
to livelihood which in no way con-
tribute to overcapacity and over-
fishing. Countries like Norway, 
China, Japan and the US under-
take distant water fishing and 
provide huge subsidies to their 
fishing community.

Call for extending 
POSH Act to 

political parties

Bajrang Dal activists during a ‘Shaurya Yatra’ organised by Bajrang Dal and 
Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) in Moradabad on Sunday. Pic:PTI

India seeks strong subsidy for high seas fishing

By Uzmi Athar

New Delhi: Legal experts 
and activists have voiced 
the urgent need to bring 
political parties under the 
ambit of  the Sexual Harass-
ment of  Women at Work-
place (Prevention, Prohibi-
tion and Redressal) Act, 
known as the POSH Act, 
citing the need for gender 
e q u a l i t y  a n d 
accountability.

The reaction comes after 
the Supreme Court on Mon-
day disposed of  a plea seek-
ing direction to political 
parties to follow the proce-
dure for the protection of  
women in the workplace 
under the 2013 POSH Act.

A bench of  Justices 
Surya Kant and Manmo-
han asked the petitioner to 
approach the Election 
Commission of  India (ECI) 
with a representation for 
the application of  the POSH 
Act.

Sonal Mattoo, a lawyer 
and director of  NGO Help-
ing Hands, called for a shift 
in perspective, urging po-
litical parties to focus on 
the spirit of  the law rather 
t h a n  i t s  t e c h n i c a l 
definition.

"The problem is they're 
looking at the letter of  the 
law as opposed to the spirit 
of  the law. If  you look at the 
letter of  the law, yes, you 
will struggle with who is 
the employer... but if  you 
look at the spirit of  the law, 
it's very easy to implement 
as every political party has 
a disciplinary committee," 
she told PTI.

Similarly, she said, this is 

a group of  people who are 
entrusted with ensuring 
that decorum is followed 
and no member does any-
thing that brings disrepute 
to the party.

"Similarly, they can set 
up a committee that also 
looks at the behaviour re-
lated to inappropriate con-
duct of  party workers and 
people within the party. So, 
if  you look at the letter of  
the law and you look at who 
is the employer, you will 
struggle.

"But if  you look at other 
bodies within political par-
ties that look at discipline 
and other conduct or mis-
conduct, it's very easy to 
create a similar pattern in 
terms of  ensuring appro-
priate conduct with women 
colleagues that work with 
them I think the whole idea 
is to look at the spirit, rath-
er than the letter of  the 
law," Mattoo said.

However, prominent law-
yer Shilpi Jain expressed 
concerns over the internal 
committees' independence, 
given the immense power 
wielded by politicians.

"An internal committee 
funded by a political group 
will lack teeth. For such 
bodies to function effective-
ly, independence and cour-

age are essential. Unfortu-
nately, given the misuse of  
power by many politicians, 
achieving this remains a 
challenge," she told PTI.

Jain added that courts 
are better positioned to 
handle cases of  sexual har-
assment involving politi-
cians, given the inherent 
biases internal mecha-
nisms might face.

Activists argue that ad-
dressing harassment with-
in political parties will set a 
precedent for improving 
gender equality across 
society.

S h a b n a m  H a s h m i , 
founder of  NGO Anhad, 
called it a "progressive" 
move.

"Politicians are expected 
to lead by example. If  they 
continue to ignore gender 
equality, it sends the wrong 
message to society. Estab-
lishing such mechanisms 
in political parties will 
bring gradual but impor-
tant changes, just as we saw 
with women asserting 
themselves after the imple-
mentation of  33 per cent 
reservation in panchayats," 
she told PTI.

Yogita Bhayana, anti-
rape activist and founder of  
People Against Rape in In-
dia (PARI) criticised the 
"irony" of  Parliament ex-
empting itself  from a law it 
enacted.

"If  an institution with 
more than 10 members is 
required to implement 
POSH, why are political 
parties excluded? Parlia-
ment itself  brought in this 
law. Their inability to en-
force it internally reflects 

their reluctance to confront 
harassment within their 
ranks," she told PTI.

Bhayana also pointed out 
the larger issue of  poor im-
plementation of  the POSH 
Act across various sectors, 
stating, "We need a frame-
work that is not only expan-
sive but also effective in its 
enforcement."

The legal definition of  
"workplace" under the 
POSH Act complicates its 
application to political 
parties.

A 2022 Kerala High Court 
ruling stated that political 
parties do not have a con-
ventional employer-em-
ployee relationship and 
cannot be mandated to set 
up Internal Complaints 
Committees (ICCs).

This ambiguity, com-
bined with the decentral-
ised and informal nature of  
political party structures, 
has often been cited as a 
r e a s o n  f o r 
non-compliance.

Still, many experts be-
lieve this should not pre-
vent political parties from 
taking proactive steps.

"The lack of  a traditional 
workplace structure can-
not be an excuse. Political 
parties must adapt and lead 
by example,"  Hashmi 
emphasised.

She added that even min-
imal initial progress would 
pave the way for systemic 
change in the long run.

Lawyers and activists 
have also highlighted how 
extending the POSH Act to 
political parties could im-
prove the participation of  
women in politics.

Beirut: Bizarre and per-
sonal photos of  ousted Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad 
have surfaced from his 
abandoned residences, 
sparking ridicule among 
Syrians who only until re-
cently were persecuted for 
criticising his leadership.

The images, reportedly 
discovered in photo albums 
from Assad's mansions in 
the hills of  Damascus and 
Aleppo, painted an unflat-
tering portrait of  Bashar 
and his father, Hafez Assad, 
who had ruled Syria with 
an iron grip for decades. 
They stripped away the 
carefully constructed im-
age that the Assad family 
had cultivated for decades.

One photo featured 
Hafez Assad in his under-
wear, striking a bodybuild-
er-like pose. Other images 
showed Bashar Assad in a 
Speedo flexing his biceps; 
astride a yellow motorcycle 

in his briefs; perched on a 
handcycle, also in his 
briefs; and staring blankly 
in a kitchen, wearing only 
white underwear and a 
sleeveless undershirt.

Social media footage 
showed Syrians touring the 
Assads' opulent estates, re-
vealing extravagant decor, 
jacuzzis and other lavish 
possessions out of  reach of  
ordinary people living amid 
civil war since 2011. Fuelled 
by decades of  persecution 
and a desire for vengeance, 
people stripped the man-
sions of  valuables and ex-
posed Assad's private 
world, including some of  
his photo collections.

The unbecoming images 
of  Assad in various states 
of  undress and odd scenar-
ios quickly went viral, 
turning into an object of  
mockery. For many Syri-
ans, who had endured 
forced imprisonment, dis-

placement and oppression 
under the Assad dynasty, 
these photos served as both 
a spectacle and a moment 
of  catharsis.

“What is it with the As-
sad family and being photo-
graphed in their under-
wear? Highly interested in 
knowing the fantasy be-
hind,” journalist Hussam 
Hammoud wrote on X.

One particularly pecu-
liar shot showed Bashar in 
a Speedo aboard a boat, sur-
rounded by other people. 
Another depicted him on a 
balcony overlooking the 
sea, teasing a girl sitting on 
his shoulders.

In one photo, Bashar As-
sad is pictured with a group 
of  people, including his re-
portedly maternal cousin, 
Ihab Makhlouf, who is 
wearing a T-shirt embla-
zoned with an image of  Hit-
ler. One video on social me-
dia showed a man flipping 
through hundreds of  pho-
tos in an album, featuring 
images from family occa-
sions. One showed a young 
Bashar in a suit and his 
wife Asmaa in white dress, 
reportedly from their en-
gagement ceremony, as he 
places a ring on her finger. 
Another image captured a 
topless Bashar posing with 
a camera. -AP

Mahakumbh Nagar (UP): 
Indian Railways, in collabo-
ration with the Uttar 
Pradesh State Bridge Corpo-
ration, has undertaken a 
project to elevate railway 
tracks to remove level cross-
ings before next year's Maha 
Kumbh, officials said.

The initiative is set to ease 
traffic congestion, save trav-
el time, and provide signifi-
cant relief  to city residents, 
they added.

Celebrated in a cycle of  12 
years, the Maha Kumbh will 
be held in Prayagraj from 
January 13 to February 26.

Rail under bridges (RUBs) 
and rail over bridges (ROBs) 
are ready on almost all the 
level crossings in Prayagraj 
where movement will start 
fully before the mega event, 
officials said.

Alongside the spiritual 
festivities, the Maha Kumbh 
has accelerated industrial 
growth and commercial de-
velopment across the re-
gion. A major highlight of  
this transformation is the 
removal of  level crossings, 
made possible through the 
collaborative efforts of  In-
dian Railways and the State 
Bridge Corporation.

Amit Malviya, senior 
public relations officer, 
Prayagraj division, said the 
RUBs and ROBs are being 

constructed at almost all 
level crossings, not only 
within Prayagraj, but also in 
the surrounding areas.

Several of  these crossings 
were completed during the 
last Kumbh in 2019 as part of  
earlier infrastructure up-
grades, he said, adding that 
the remaining projects are 
now being fast-tracked for 
completion ahead of  Maha 
Kumbh 2025, with joint ef-
forts from the Centre and 
state government.

These developments are 
expected to be fully ready 
before the commencement 
of  the grand event.

Seven ROBs have been 
constructed here at a cost of  
about Rs 375 crore, while the 
construction work for three 
RUBs is in the final stages, 
the officials said.

Cementing operations 
will begin soon on all the 
newly-constructed ROBs 
and RUBs, which will not 
only ease the movement of  
crores of  devotees attending 
the Maha Kumbh, but also 
benefit the city residents 
with reduced traffic conges-
tion even after the event, 
Malviya said.

The end of  level crossings 
will ensure uninterrupted 
and safe operation of  trains. 
Approximately 10,000 trains 
are expected to operate.

Assad’s racy photos discovered 
after his fall, spark ridicule

Railways to elevate 
tracks for Kumbh

Procession amidst tight security
Mandya (Karnataka): 
The Sankeertana Yatre, a 
procession organised by 
Hindu Jagarana Vedike as 
part of  the Hanuman Jay-
anti celebrations, was held 
amid tight security in 
Srirangapatna here on 
Sunday.

The procession conclud-
ed "quite smoothly and 
peacefully", a senior police 
officer said.

Saffron-clad devotees 
gathered from various 
places took out a proces-
sion from the Anjaneya 
Swamy Temple - located in 
front of  the Nimishamba 
Temple - to the Sri Ranga-
natha Swamy Temple in 
the town, singing bhajans 
and raising slogans, cover-

ing a distance of  about 4.3 
km.

Heavy police security 
was in place, and barri-
cades were erected around 
Jamia Masjid, which is on 
the route of  the march, po-
lice said.

There was no major ten-
sion or untoward incidents, 
other than minor argu-
ments between a section of  
participants of  the proces-
sion and police near the 
mosque; A section of  par-
ticipants slowed down near 
the mosque and indulged in 
sloganeering and security 
forces made them move 
ahead towards the destina-
tion, a senior official said, 
adding "things ended quite 
smoothly."

Masjid was closed for 
visitors both Saturday and 
Sunday as a precautionary 
measure, officials said. Po-
lice held rounds of  peace 
meetings with organizers 
to ensure that no untoward 
incidents occurred.

Officials and personnel 
drawn from Mandya and 
neighbouring districts 
were deployed in Sriranga-
patna along with home 
guards, Karnataka State 
Reserve Police (KSRP), and 
District Armed Reserve 
(DAR) personnel, a senior 
official said. CCTV camer-
as were installed at 110 sen-
sitive spots identified, and 
video and drone cameras 
were deployed to monitor 
things, they added. -PTI

India Women’s Minnu Mani takes the catch of West Indies Women’s captain Hayley Matthews during the 
first T20 International cricket match of a series between India Women and West Indies Women in Navi 
Mumbai on Sunday. Pic: PTI

Jagdalpur (Chhattisgarh): "Nas-
bandi (vasectomy)" is a very common 
word in Maoist lexicon. Cadres who 
wish to get married are forced to un-
dergo the procedure on the directive 
of  senior CPI (Maoist) leaders.

A former Maoist insurgent from Tel-
angana was instructed to undergo the 
procedure before he got married. Years 
later, after he laid down his arms and 
surrendered, he underwent a second 
surgery to reverse the procedure, 
eventually becoming a father to a boy.

He was not the only one. Many who 
lay down their arms and enter the 
mainstream similarly choose to re-
verse the procedure to start a family.

The practice of  'nasbandi' is so wide-
spread that its impact was conveyed to 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah dur-
ing an interaction with surrendered 
Maoist cadres here on Sunday.

"When I was a member of  the CPI 
(Maoist), I had to go for 'nasbandi'. But 
after I gave up arms and joined the 
mainstream, I underwent another op-
eration so that I could become a fa-
ther. After the second operation, I 
became the father of  a baby boy," the 

former Maoist from Telangana said 
while interacting with Shah.

The perception among members of  
the proscribed outfit is that childcare 
will prove a distraction and their 
movement suffer. There is also appre-
hension that cadres who get married 
might turn their backs on  the 
movement.

As a result, vasectomy is compul-
sory for any cadre that gets married.

Vasectomy is a surgical procedure 
that cuts the supply of  sperm to the 
semen, providing permanent birth 
control (contraception).

Markam Dula, a surrendered Naxal 
from Chhattisgarh's Sukma district, 
said, "It is mandatory for Naxal cadres 
to go for 'nasbandi' if  they want to get 
married. The leaders don't want any 
member being involved emotionally 
with his offspring. So the way forward 
is 'nasbandi'."

Another former Maoist insurgent 
from Malkangiri in neighbouring Odi-
sha shared a similar account.

"Before I married my fellow cadre, 
he had to undergo a 'nasbandi'," said 
Sukanti Mari.

Her husband was eventually killed 
in a police encounter and she subse-
quently surrendered before the 
authorities.

Shah, during his interaction with 
the group of  surrendered Naxals, said 
he was immensely satisfied that the 
country's youngsters realised the fu-
tility of  violence and laid down arms.

He appealed to the remaining Nax-
als to give up arms and join the main-
stream, saying their rehabilitation 
was the government's responsibility.

"I appeal to Naxals, please come 
forward. Give up arms, surrender and 
join the mainstream. Your rehabilita-
tion is our responsibility," he said.

The Centre has formulated a reha-
bilitation policy for surrendered mili-
tants and Naxals, including those in-
jured in violence, he said.

While interacting with Shah, the 
surrendered Naxals conveyed to him 
how they were benefitting from vari-
ous government schemes, including 
jobs in the police, the private sector 
and bank loans for starting their own 
ventures.

-PTI

'Nasbandi' mandatory if cadres want 
to marry: Surrendered Maoists

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“If the domestic 
model has 
changed, if the 
landscape has 
changed, if the 
behavioural 
patterns of states 
have changed, 
and if the tools of foreign policies 
have changed, how can foreign 
policy remain the same?”

S Jaishankar, 
Minister, External Affairs
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Whoever speaks the 
truth, these people 
will pressurise him 
with impeachment 
(motions), and still 
they talk about the 
Constitution. Look 
at their double 
standards. An Allahabad High 
Court judge said there should be a 
Uniform Civil Code.”

Yogi Adityanath,  
Chief Minister, UP

Dynasty politics not ‘lifelong ticket' to success
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Farmer leader Sarwan Singh Pandher addresses a press conference at 
Shambhu border in Patiala district, Punjab on Sunday. Pic: PTI

Techie’s wife, her family 
arrested in suicide case

Never called Modi a 
'chaiwala': Aiyar

New Delhi: Pooh-poohing 
the BJP's criticism of  dy-
nasty politics, Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah has said 
that political lineage is not 
a “lifelong ticket” to suc-
cess and questioned why 
the ruling party doesn't 
raise the issue with its al-
lied parties which can also 
be accused of  perpetuating 
dynasties. 

Abdullah was respond-
ing to a question during an 
exclusive interview on Fri-
day with PTI whether his 
family's fourth generation 

will go into politics, and if  
that would expose him to 
fresh criticism of  perpetu-
ating dynastic politics the 
way the Congress party and 
other opposition parties 
have been.

Abdullah's two lawyer 
sons have recently made 
forceful political commen-
taries, especially on the is-
sue of  the abrogation of  
Article 370 of  the Constitu-
tion that took away Kash-
mir's special status, an 
emotive issue among Kash-
miris. They also cam-
paigned extensively with 

their father during the Sep-
t e m b e r  A s s e m b l y 
elections.

"Whatever space they 
choose to carve out, they 
will have to make for them-

selves. Nobody is going to 
give them anything on a 
plate," said Abdullah, 
whose grandfather Sheikh 
Abdullah is considered the 
founding father of  the post-
independence state of  Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

His father Farooq Abdul-
lah was also a chief  minis-
ter for decades, and Omar 
Abdullah returned as chief  
minister for a second time 
in October.

"Belonging to a political 
family is not a lifelong tick-
et for success. And I don't 
need to point towards any-

body else. I'll just talk about 
myself. I lost an election 
this year,” he said, refer-
ring to his failed bid in the 
Parliamentary elections 
earlier this year.

However, he contested in 
the Assembly elections in 
September and won hand-
somely. “I'm the same per-
son, same family, same po-
litical party," he said.

He said the BJP's criti-
cism of  dynasty politics is 
simply political hypocrisy.

"The BJP only seems to 
oppose political dynasties 
when it's convenient. They 

have no issues with dynas-
tic politics among their al-
lies," he said.

"I don't need to point out 
the number of  dynastic al-
lies that the BJP has or has 
had in the past or will have 
in the future. So, I have al-
ways maintained that the 
BJP doesn't have a problem 
with political families. 
They have a problem with 
political families that are 
opposed to the BJP.” From 
the BJP's vantage, he said, 
politicians are neither dy-
nasts nor corrupt once "you 
are an ally of  BJP.” -PTI

Bengaluru/Lucknow: 
The Bengaluru Police has 
arrested three people, in-
cluding the estranged wife 
of  tech executive Atul Sub-
hash, who died by suicide 
recently, an official said on 
Sunday.

Nikita Singhania was ar-
rested from Gurugram, 
Haryana, while her mother 
Nisha Singhania and 
brother Anurag Singhania 
were picked up from Uttar 
Pradesh's Prayagraj for 
abetting Subhash's suicide, 
the Bengaluru Police offi-
cial said.

They were arrested on 
Saturday morning, brought 
to Bengaluru and sent to 
14-days judicial custody af-
ter being produced before a 
local court, he said.

A senior official from 
Prayagraj police on Sunday 
claimed that the Bengaluru 
Police did not inform them 
about the arrest of  Nisha 
Singhania and Anuragh 
Singhania.

Subhash, 34, was found 
hanging from his house in 
Munnekolalu in southeast 
Bengaluru on December 9. 
He left behind lengthy vid-
eos and notes, blaming his 
wife and in-laws for driving 

him to commit suicide 
through "false" cases and 
"persistent torture".

Karnataka Home Minis-
ter G Parameshwara said 
Subhash's wife, mother-in-
law and brother-in-law 
have been apprehended 
a n d  a r e  i n  j u d i c i a l 
custody. 

Addressing reporters in 
Bengaluru, Parameshwara 
said, "He (Subhash) had left 
about a 40-page death note 
and he has raised several 
issues, most importantly 
about the misuse of  provi-
sions in the law that were 
meant for protection of  
women. He has said that he 
was pressured for Rs 3 
crore and other things in-
cluding cases against him."

Noting that Subhash has 
raised questions about the 
"rights of  men", the minis-
ter said this has become a 
topic of  discussion across 
the country, whether the 
law should be amended, cit-
ing womens' rights are be-
ing misused.

"Questions are being 
raised, discussions are 
happening in the country. 
Probably discussions will 
have to happen in the days 
ahead about bringing 
changes in the laws at both 
state and the Centre," he 
added.

Earlier, Nikita Singha-
nia, her mother, brother 
and uncle Sushil Singhania 
had filed anticipatory bail 
pleas in Allahabad HC.

New Delhi: Veteran Con-
gress leader Mani Shankar 
Aiyar has said he never 
called Narendra Modi a 
'chaiwala' and that his 
strong belief  that the BJP 
leader was unsuited for the 
PM's post was not based on 
his tea-selling past.

Aiyar addresses the con-
troversy surrounding his 
comments in the lead up to 
the 2014 general elections 
in his forthcoming book 'A 
Maverick in Politics' pub-
lished by Juggernaut.

In the book, the 83-year-
old Aiyar talks about his 
early days in politics, navi-
gating through the P V 
Narasimha Rao years, his 
time as a minister in UPA I, 
his RS term and then his 
"decline...fade out...fall".

Aiyar narrates in the 
book that for him, person-
ally, the 2014 elections be-
gan on a wrong note when 
the AICC convened in a 
pre-election plenary ses-
sion on 17 January, 2014 in 
New Delhi and he was in-
terviewed in the conven-
tion hall of  the  Talkatora 
Stadium.

Modi was being bruited 
about as the obvious win-
ner of  the coming general 
elections, he says in book.

"I was utterly horrified 
that a man stained, I 
thought irretrievably, by 
the 2002 carnage of  Mus-
lims in Gujarat, could as-
pire to lead the India of  
Mahatma Gandhi and 
Jawaharlal Nehru," he says 
in the book.

So, in the interview, Ai-
yar said he stressed that it 
was outrageous for a man 
who did not know that Al-
exander had never come to 
Pataliputra or that Taxila 
(Takshashila) was in pre-
sent day Pakistan to seek to 
ste p into  Jawaharlal 
Nehru's shoes.

"The people of  India 
would never accept this, I 

said, adding, 'Never! Never! 
Never! '  in thundering 
tones. I then quipped that 
if, after he lost the election, 
Modi still wanted to serve 
tea, we could make some 
arrangements for him 
here," he says.

"This was touted then -- 
and ever since -- as my hav-
ing said that Modi could 
not become PM because he 
was a 'chaiwallah'. I never 
called Modi a 'chaiwallah' 
and never advanced his 
having been a 'chaiwallah' 
as the reason for my believ-
ing he would never make it 
to the post of  PM," Aiyar 
states in the book.

Indeed, the person who 
said he was a 'chaiwala' was 
Modi himself  -- to stress his 
somewhat doubtful claim 
to humble beginnings.

"The video of  my re-
marks is still available on 
YouTube for anyone who 
cares to look. I have often 

invited my media critics, 
and even my party col-
leagues, to check this out 
but they just do not want to 
because they are commit-
ted to their totally false 
premise that I had indeed 
described Modi as a 'chai-
wallah' who, therefore, 
could not be the PM," the 
Congress leader says.

The irony of  Modi him-
self  having claimed to be a 
'chaiwala' is lost on them.

"Not knowing that this 
would become the main 
media story a few hours 
later, poor Rahul Gandhi 
singled me out from my ob-
scure corner in the audi-
ence to publicly affirm that 
my championing of  Pan-
chayati Raj made me the 
kind of  role model of  what 
the party aimed at ensur-
ing," Aiyar recounts.

Gandhi also added Sam 
Pitroda to make us twin 
role models for party work-

ers, Aiyar recalled.
"The media and Modi 

played out my alleged (but 
wholly untrue) remark 
about Modi being unfit to 
rule as PM because (as he 
claimed) he had begun life 
as a 'chaiwallah'. This was 
no more than a hollow elec-
tion gimmick that the elec-
tion pundit, Prashant 
Kishor, who was given 
much of  the credit for 
Modi's stunning electoral 
victory, told me he had ex-
ploited to the full through 
the 'chai pe charcha' events 
that he stage managed with 
a hologram (then unknown 
and unprecedented) of  
Modi joining the tea drink-
ers," Aiyar says.

"It gave the handle to ele-
ments in the Congress 
party to divert attention 
from the real causes of  the 
party's humiliating col-
lapse at the hustings to 
shift the blame on this one 
remark put out in sarcas-
tic, if  sneering, jest," Aiyar 
says in the book.

In the book, Aiyar also 
deals with other controver-
sies involving him, includ-
ing the 'neech' remark row.

He claims Modi twisted 
his comments to claim that 
he had described him as a 
'low-caste' man which was 
"completely untrue".

"The Congress campaign 
in Gujarat was running on 
the wholly  misconceived 
notion that Rahul Gandhi 
was going to win the state 
in his very first election 
outing after being elected 
party president. So, the 
party and the leadership 
persuaded themselves that 
I had upset the applecart." 

Amit Shah in Raipur.  Pic: PTI

New Delhi: The Congress 
on Sunday hit back at 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, charging that defa-
mation of  Jawaharlal 
Nehru and minimum dem-
ocratic governance was his 
model.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said 
Prime Minister Modi has 
an "obsession" with Nehru 
as he invokes him to dis-
tract the nation's attention 
from his own failures and 
current challenges on 
which he maintains a com-
plete silence.

The Congress attack on 
the prime minister came a 
day after he attacked the 
party during the debate on 

the 'Glorious 75 year jour-
n e y  o f  I n d i a ' s 
Constitution'.

"It  was the famous 
French philosopher Vol-
taire who had first said that 
if  God did not exist, it would 
be necessary to invent Him.
For our self-anointed divin-
ity - if  Nehru had not ex-
isted, it would have been 
necessary to invent him," 
Ramesh said.

The Congress leader 
asked what would the 
prime minister do without 
Nehru, for whom he has a 
pathological obsession?

"Nehru is necessary to 
distract the nation's  atten-
tion from His own failures.

Nehru is necessary to di-

vert the nation's attention 
from current challenges on 
which He maintains a com-
plete silence," the Congress 
leader said.

He also said that Nehru 
is necessary to deny the na-
tion's many achievements 
before May 2014.

Prime Minister Modi on 
Saturday accused the Con-
gress of  repeatedly mutilat-
ing the Constitution, hav-
ing "tasted blood" in its 
"greed" for power, as he as-
serted that his govern-
ment's policies and deci-
sions since 2014 have been 
aimed at boosting India's 
strength and unity in line 
with the vision of  the 
Constitution.

New Delhi: Justice Shek-
har Kumar Yadav, who pur-
portedly made controver-
sial statements at a VHP 
function, is likely to appear 
before the Supreme Court 
Collegium soon to explain 
his stand on controversy.

The top court on Decem-
ber 10 took note of  news 
reports over the statements 
and sought a report from 
the Allahabad High Court 
on the entire issue.

"The Supreme Court has 
taken note of  newspaper 
reports of  a speech given by 
Mr Justice Shekhar Kumar 
Yadav, a sitting judge of  the 
High Court of  Judicature at 
Allahabad. The details and 
particulars have been 
called from the high court 
and the matter is under 
consideration," an official 
statement had said.

As per the established 
practices, the judge, against 
whom a report is sought by 
the apex court Collegium 
on any controversial issue 
from the high court con-
cerned, is given an opportu-
nity to put forth his or her 
version before the top court 
Collegium headed by the 
Chief  Justice of  India (CJI).

Apex court sources said 
the Allahabad High Court 
judge is likely to be asked to 

appear and put forth his 
version as per established 
practices.

At a Vishva Hindu Pari-
shad (VHP) function on De-
cember 8, Justice Yadav 
said the main aim of  the 
uniform civil code was to 
promote social harmony, 
g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y  a n d 
secularism.

He was addressing a pro-
vincial convention of  the 
legal cell and high court 
unit of  the VHP in Alla-
habad High Court.

A day later, videos of  the 
judge speaking on provoca-
tive issues, including the 
law working according to 
the majority, were circu-
lated widely on social me-
dia, prompting strong reac-
tions from several quarters, 
including opposition lead-
ers who questioned his re-
ported statements, label-
ling it as "hate speech".

Lawyer and convenor of  
Campaign for Judicial Ac-
countability and Reforms, 
an NGO, Prashant Bhush-
an on Tuesday wrote to CJI 
Sanjiv Khanna seeking an 
"in-house enquiry" into the 
conduct of  the Allahabad 
HC judge.

Bhushan claimed the 
judge breached judicial eth-
ics and violated the consti-

tutional principles of  im-
partiality and secularism.

According to Bhushan, 
the remarks undermined 
the judiciary's role as a 
neutral arbiter and eroded 
p u b l i c  t r u s t  i n  i t s 
independence.

"A strong institutional 
response is needed to re-
store public faith in the ju-
diciary," the letter said, 
adding, "We call upon your 
office sir (the CJI) to re-
store the faith of  the people 
in the institution of  judici-
ary by immediately setting 
up an in-house committee 
to enquire into acts of  judi-
cial impropriety by Justice 
Yadav and by withdrawing 
all judicial work from Jus-
tice Yadav,"  Bhushan 
wrote.

On December 8, CPI(M) 
leader Brinda Karat also 
wrote to the CJI calling the 
judge's speech a violation 
of  his oath, saying "no place 
for such persons in a court 
of  justice".

Karat sought action from 
the apex court on the 
issue.

Similarly, the Bar Asso-
ciation of  India passed a 
resolution condemning the 
statements of  the high 
court judge.

-PTI

'Modi invokes Nehru to distract'

Justice Yadav likely to 
appear before SC Collegium

Raipur: Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on Sunday 
said the Centre and the 
Chhattisgarh government 
were committed to end the 
menace of  Naxalism from 
the state before March 31, 
2026.

When Chhattisgarh be-
comes free of  Naxalism, the 
entire country will get rid 
of  the menace, Shah said 
addressing the President's 
Police Colour Award func-
tion at the police parade 
ground here.

He said the Chhattisgarh 
police have made a signifi-
cant achievement in the 
fight against Naxalism in 
the last one year.

Shah also hailed the 
Chhattisgarh government's 
rehabilitation policy for 
Naxalites and appealed to 
them to quit violence and 
join the mainstream.

The President's Colour is 
not just an award, it is a 
symbol of  service, dedica-
tion and sacrifice and it re-
minds of  the countless 
challenges that police have 
to deal with, he said.

Shah expressed confi-
dence that the Chhattis-
garh police will discharge 
their responsibilities and 
will never step back from 

their duty.
"I am confident that from 

tomorrow the jawans of  
Chhattisgarh police will 
come out with the Presi-
dent's insignia on their uni-
forms and their morale will 
increase manifold," Shah 
said.

"The state leadership, the 
chief  minister, the home 
minister of  the state have 
taken a pledge and the Gov-
ernment of  India is also 
committed to your pledge. 
Together, we will complete-
ly eradicate Naxalism from 
Chhattisgarh before March 
31, 2026," he said.

When Chhattisgarh be-
comes Naxal free, the en-
tire country will get rid of  
the menace, the Union min-
ister said.

"The Chhattisgarh police 
have secured a significant 
achievement in the fight 
against Naxalism in the 
last one year...287 Naxalites 
were neutralised, 1,000 ar-
rested and 837 surrendered 
in the last one year in the 
state. The Chhattsigarh po-
lice along with various se-
curity forces of  the country 
have done the work of  put-
ting the last nail in the cof-
fin of  Naxalism in the last 
one year," he said.

Committed to end 
Naxalism by March 

2026: Amit Shah

THE CONGRESSMAN’S BOOK THROWS LIGHT ON THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS IN THE CONGRESS

On Manmohan Singh and Pranab Mukherjee
"In 2012, the prime minister (Manmohan Singh) 
underwent operations for multiple coronary bypasses. He 
never quite recovered physically. It slowed him down and 
this showed up in governance. As for the party, there was 
no official announcement about the Congress president's 
health when she took ill at about the same time as the PM. 
"The choice of Rashtrapati: Manmohan Singh or 
Pranab Mukherjee. Personally, I was of the view that 
Pranab Mukherjee should have been given the reins 
of the government and Dr Manmohan Singh elevated 
to President of India when the office of Rashtrapati 
presented an opening in 2012.”

Will not immerse ashes till we get justice
Samastipur (Bihar): The father of Bengaluru techie Atul 
Subhash on Sunday called for strict punishment for those 
who “harassed” his son, asserting that his ashes will not be 
immersed till justice is served.
“I thank the Karnataka Police for arresting them 
(Subhash's estranged wife and in-laws). All those who 
harassed my son should be punished so that he gets 
justice, and his soul rests in peace. I will not immerse the 
ashes of my son till we get justice,” Pawan Kumar told 
reporters here.

On being neglected by Gandhi family
" I had the favour of (former) prime minister Rajiv Gandhi. 
I then had the favour of Sonia Gandhi. But that's a very, 
very uncertain basis on which to be in politics. So, when 
Sonia Gandhi got angry with me in 2010, that patronage 
got withdrawn. And yet not completely withdrawn.
“So it was a very slow decline. But it was a decline that 
took place over a period of about 15 years... And then, once 
Rahul Gandhi came in, I thought it was going to go up. 
Because he said to me that where he used to agree with 
me 75 per cent, he said 'now I agree with you 100 per cent'.”
"And then proved that he agreed with me 100 per cent by 
asking his mother to remove me from the only position I 
had in the Congress, which was as the national convenor 
of the party's Panchayati Raj Sangathan, named after 
Rajiv Gandhi. And then refused to meet me, or most of 
the time refused to meet me. With the result that today, I 
am completely isolated.”



QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Nissan is betting 
big on India...
and the plans 
(for India) remain 
intact. Contrary 
to the perception, 
in India, we are 
strengthening our 
members, growing our production, 
and we just included almost 600 
new employments.”

Frank Torres,  
President, Operations, Nissan India
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Indian tourism sector to double in 10 years: WTTC
Mumbai: The Indian tour-
ism sector is expected to 
double in size to USD 523 
billion in the next 10 years, 
according to World Travel 
and Tourism Council 
(WTTC) President and CEO 
Julia Simpson.

WTTC works with gov-
ernments on issues of  the 
travel and tourism indus-
try, and is the global au-
thority on the economic 
and social contribution of  
the sector.

“The travel and tourism 
sector employs 45 million 
people in India, and is going 

to double in its value. In 10 
years, the sector is going to 
be worth USD 523 billion in 
India, more than double the 
present size of  USD 256 bil-
lion,” Simpson told PTI.

“In 10 years, the tourism 
sector in India will be pro-
viding jobs to 63 million 
people,” she said.

India is one of  the most 
beautiful and amazing 
countries in the world, 
Simpson said. Tourists and 
visitors across the centu-
ries have been attracted to 
its shores and wonderful 
cities. India continues to 

welcome the world with 
open arms and the Indian 
hospitality is incredible, 
she added.

“Tourism represents 
about seven per cent of  the 
Indian economy and in 2019 
it was about USD 211 bil-

lion. Now it is about USD 
256 billion and gives jobs to 
45 million people in India.” 

“If  you look at the impact 
of  tourism in terms of  the 
greenhouse gas emissions 
on India, it represents 
about five per cent of  all In-

dia’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions and that’s probably 
about 250 billion kilos of  
carbon (dioxide) every 
year. That is actually the 
biggest greenhouse gas 
emission in the tourism 
sector after the US and Chi-
na,” she said.

The good news is that 
while the tourism sector 
has been growing, the 
greenhouse gas emissions 
haven’t been growing as 
fast, she said. That means 
India is becoming more and 
more efficient for travel 
and tourism, she added.

“We are also keen to talk 
to the Indian government to 
ensure that it is reaching 
out to the aviation sector to 
help produce more sustain-
able aviation fuel because 
we can’t really do tourism 
without aviation.”

“We need aviation sector. 
We will have more people 
travelling by air and we 
need to do that more sus-
tainably. And the only real 
opportunity right now is 
through sustainable avia-
tion fuel. We really encour-
age the government to in-
centivize its production.” 

Cargo vessels during their flagging off ceremony in Kolkata on Sunday. Pic: PTI

Given the contribution of  
embodied carbon to the 
overall emissions by In-

dia’s building construction in-
dustry, the country needs to de-
velop a plan to decarbonise 
building and have targets for 
GHG emission reduction.

While there are limited stand-
ards and reporting frameworks 
for addressing embodied carbon 
even in developed markets be-
cause the emphasis is on opera-
tional emissions, there is an ur-
gent need to innovate and 
transition to low carbon emitting 
technologies and construction 
methods to be able to tackle em-
bodied carbon as there is to de-
velop standards and reporting 
methods. India has a very rudi-
mentary framework for manage-
ment of  operational carbon met-
rics and needs to urgently develop 
and implement building perfor-
mance management and meas-
urement tools, to achieve its cov-
eted objective of  net-zero by 2070.

To overcome this while tradi-
tional asset backed lending mod-
els may of  course be explored 
where the borrowers are credit 
worthy and where asset valua-
tions support, India could also 
explore an off-balance sheet mod-
el that helps shift energy efficien-
cy projects from being an ex-
pensed asset that must be 
procured and maintained (and 

will depreciate) to one that is an 
operating expense. The extent of  
Government support by way of  
grants and subsidised funding to 
support decarbonisation of select 
asset classes such as housing, is 
to be further assessed. There may 
also be innovative models such as 
the one used by the National 
Wealth Fund, UK where sover-
eign guarantees are used to de-
risk exposure to private borrow-
ers and can help attract private 
capital into areas seen as risky.

This has a twofold benefit: it 
helps crowd in private capital 
and take on risks at a pricing 
which otherwise would not be 
possible and it helps develop and 
test the market so with time, bor-
rowers would be able to borrow 
at attractive pricing without the 
need for a sovereign guarantee.

Though India has low per 
capita annual emissions at 1.8 
tons of  CO2e compared to the 
USA at 14.7 and China at 7.6 in 
part thanks to being among the 
most populous countries, in ab-
solute terms, it is the third-larg-
est emitter country globally and 
hence has a central role to play 
in any global strategy to miti-
gate GHG emissions.

In India, the real estate and 
construction sectors account for 
32 percent of  total national GHG 
emissions, covering both opera-
tional and embodied carbon 
with buildings projected to emit 
upto 7x more carbon by 2050 
(against to 2005 levels).

Moreover, the situation with 
respect to the building construc-
tion in India is different from the 
UK where 80 percent of  build-
ings that will exist in 2050 have 
already been built and hence the 
emphasis is on improving ener-
gy efficiency of  existing stock to 
decarbonise the sector.

In India it is estimated that 
operational emissions (emis-
sions by virtue of  using/operat-
ing a building) contribute to 60 
per cent of  overall emissions 
from the built environment with 
40 per cent contribution from 
embodied emissions.

As per a study, 50–70 percent 
of  embodied carbon emissions is 
before completion. Of  this, 85–90 
percent of  embodied emissions 
are from manufacturing, 7–10% 
from transportation and 3–5 pre 
cent during construction.

While India has taken steps 
towards reducing operational 
emissions by establishing the En-
ergy Efficiency Services Limited 
(EESL), this entity has already 
completed energy efficiency pro-
jects in over 10K+ buildings 
across India and has effected sav-
ings in the 30-50 per cent range.

There is however clearly much 
more to be done both in terms of  
improving the manufacturing 
processes to use low carbon emit-
ting technology and materials 
and in driving nation-wide ef-
forts to deliver decarbonisation. 
For any decarbonising drive to 
succeed in India, domestic prop-
erties / homes would need to be 
the focus as these constitute 75% 
of  buildings; commercial build-
ings account for roughly 1.2bn. 
sq.ft.. Further research effort 
may be needed to determine the 
spend on improving energy effi-
ciency of  buildings, the nature of  
interventions and a financing 
structure which can ensure that 
retrofits are viable and property 
owners are incentivised to invest 
in these measures.

(The author is a senior 
banker and sustainable finance 

expert of  Indian origin based 
out of  UK. Views personal.)

India needs a plan to 
decarbonise its buildings and 

the construction industry
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By  
Viswajit Srinivasan

India’s import 
of Russian oil 
drops in Nov

New Delhi: India’s import of  
Russian crude oil dropped in 
November to its lowest level 
since June 2022 but the Kremlin 
continues to be the biggest 
source of  oil for India, accord-
ing to a monthly tracker report 
of  a European think tank.

India became the second big-
gest buyer of  Russian crude oil 
since Moscow invaded Ukraine 
in February 2022, with purchas-
es rising from less than one per 
cent of  the total oil imported to 
almost 40 per cent of  the coun-
try’s total oil purchases.

The rise was primarily be-
cause the Russian crude oil was 
available at a discount to other 
internationally traded oil due 
to the price cap and the Euro-
pean nations shunning pur-
chases from Moscow.

“India’s imports of  Russian 
crude oil dropped by a massive 
55 per cent in November - the 
lowest figure since June 2022,” 
the Centre for Research on En-
ergy and Clean Air (CREA) said 
its latest report.

Russia remained India’s top 
oil supplier, followed by Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia.

“China has bought 47 per 
cent of  Russia’s crude exports, 
followed by India (37 per cent), 
the EU (6 per cent), and Turkey 
(6 per cent),” CREA said with-
out giving absolute numbers.

In November, there was a 17 
per cent month-on-month in-
crease in the discount on Rus-
sia’s Urals grade crude oil to an 
average of  USD 6.01 per barrel 
compared to Brent crude oil. 
The discount on the ESPO 
grade narrowed by a massive 15 
per cent and was traded at an 
average discount of  USD 3.88 
per barrel while that on the 

Sokol blend narrowed by 2 per 
cent to USD 6.65 per barrel, it 
said.

Russia predominantly sells 
ESPO and Sokol grades of  
crude oil to India.

Besides crude oil, India 
bought smaller quantities of  
coal from Russia.

“From December 5, 2022 un-
til the end of  November 2024, 
China purchased 46 per cent of  
all Russia’s coal exports - India 
(17 per cent), Turkey (11 per 
cent), South Korea (10 per cent), 
and Taiwan (5 per cent) round 
off  the top five buyers list,” ac-
cording to CREA.

All fossil fuels taken togeth-
er, “India dropped to third in 
the list of  largest buyers of  
Russian fossil fuels in Novem-
ber, contributing 17 per cent 
(EUR 2.1 billion) to Russia’s 
monthly export earnings from 
its top five importers. There 
was a significant 22 per cent 
drop in Russian revenues from 
crude oil exports to India in No-
vember,” it said.

While there was an 11 per 
cent month-on-month decline 
in the total volume of  India’s 
imports of  crude oil in Novem-
ber, Russian volumes suffered 

the most, dropping by a mas-
sive 55 per cent.

India imports more than 85 
per cent of  its crude oil, which 
is refined into fuels like petrol 
and diesel refineries.

In an attempt to restrict 
funds for Russia’s war ma-
chine, The Group of  Seven (G7) 
rich nations, the European Un-
ion and Australia put an em-
bargo on Russian crude and 
introduced a USD 60 per barrel 
price cap in December 2022. 
Over the next 12 months, the 
price cap and embargo had a 
significant impact on revenues, 
and forced Russia to find new 
markets and ways to transport 
its oil.

Russia did this by offering 
deep discounts on its Urals 
grade crude.

“It has been two years since 
the imposition of  the price cap. 
CREA estimates that in this pe-
riod, the sanctions have forced 
Russia to drop the price of  
Urals by an estimated 15 per 
cent. Since the sanctions, Rus-
sia has lost an estimated EUR 
14.6 billion in revenues from 
Urals grade crude exports,” the 
report said.

-PTI

New Delhi: Five of  the 10 
most valued firms added Rs 
1,13,117.17 crore to their to-
tal market valuation last 
week with Bharti Airtel 
stealing the show.

While Tata Consultancy 
Services, HDFC Bank, 
Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank 
and Infosys were the gain-
ers, Reliance Industries, 
State Bank of  India, Life 
Insurance Corporation of  
India, ITC and Hindustan 
Unilever took a hit in their 
valuations.

Last week, the BSE 
benchmark gained 623.07 
points or 0.76 per cent and 
the Nifty advanced 90.5 
points or 0.36 per cent. The 
market valuation of  Bharti 
Airtel surged by Rs 47,836.6 
crore to Rs 9,57,842.40 crore.

Infosys added Rs 31,826.97 
crore to its valuation at Rs 
8,30,387.10 crore.

HDFC Bank’s valuation 
rose by Rs 11,887.78 crore to 
Rs 14,31,158.06 crore and 
that of  ICICI Bank in-
creased by Rs 11,760.8 crore 
to Rs 9,49,306.37 crore.

The market capitalisa-
tion (mcap) of  TCS climbed 
Rs 9,805.02 crore to Rs 
16,18,587.63 crore.

However, the mcap of  Re-
liance Industries declined 
by Rs 52,031.98 crore to Rs 
17,23,144.70 crore.

The valuation of  LIC 
tumbled Rs 32,067.73 crore 
to Rs 5,89,869.29 crore and 
that of  Hindustan Unilever 
slumped Rs 22,250.63 crore 
to Rs 5,61,423.08 crore.

The mcap of  State Bank 
of  India dropped Rs 2,052.66 
crore to Rs 7,69,034.51 crore 
and that of  ITC by Rs 
1 , 3 7 6 . 1 9  c ro re  t o  R s 
5,88,195.82 crore. Reliance 
Industries remained the 
most valued firm followed 
by TCS, HDFC Bank, Bhar-
ti Airtel, ICICI Bank, Info-
sys, SBI, LIC, ITC and Hin-
dustan Unilever.           -PTI

Five firms 
add Rs 1.13 

lakh cr

FIS campus 
in Guwahati

FPIs infuse Rs 22,766 
cr into Indian equities

New Delhi: Foreign inves-
tors have made a strong 
comeback to Indian equi-
ties with a net investment 
of  Rs 22,766 crore in the 
first two weeks of  Decem-
ber driven by expectations 
of  rate cut by the US Fed-
eral Reserve.

This revival follows sig-
nificant outflows in the pre-
ceding months, with For-
eign Portfolio Investors 
(FPIs) pulling out a net Rs 
21,612 crore in November 
and a massive Rs 94,017 
crore in October -- the 
worst monthly outflow on 
record.

Interestingly, September 
had marked a nine-month 
high for FPI inflows, with a 
net investment of  Rs 57,724 
crore, highlighting the vol-
atility in foreign invest-
ment trends.

With the latest inflow, 
F P I  i nve s t m e n t  h a s 
reached at Rs 7,747 crore in 
2024 so far, data with the 
depositories showed.

Looking ahead, the flow 
of  foreign investments into 
Indian equity markets will 
hinge on several key fac-
tors. These include the 
policies implemented un-
der Donald Trump’s presi-
dency, the prevailing infla-
tion and interest rate 
environment, and the 
evolving geopolitical land-

scape, Himanshu Srivasta-
va, Associate Director, 
Manager Research, Morn-
ingstar Investment Re-
search India, said.

Additionally, the third-
quarter earnings perfor-
mance of  Indian compa-
nies and the country’s 
progress on the economic 
growth front will play a 
crucial role in shaping in-
vestor sentiment and influ-
encing foreign inflows, he 
added.

According to the data 
with the depositories, FPIs 
have made a net invest-
ment of  Rs 22,766 crore in 
this month (till December 
13).  This was driven by ex-
pectations of  a US Federal 
Reserve rate cut.

A shift toward monetary 
easing has improved global 
liquidity, drawing capital 
into emerging markets like 
India. These inflows reflect 
sustained interest in India 
as a growth market, Kar-
thick Jonagadla, smallcase 
Manager and Founder of  
Quantace Research, said.

Also, the Reserve Bank 
of  India (RBI) enhanced li-
quidity by lowering the 
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) 
that boosted investors’ sen-
timent, Vipul Bhowar, Sen-
ior Director - Listed Invest-
m e n t s  at  Wat e r f i e l d 
Advisors, said.

Chip plant begins 
without incentive

By Prasoon Srivastava

Surat:  Gujarat-based 
Suchi Semicon has started 
production of  semiconduc-
tors without the Centre’s 
incentive and plans to in-
vest USD 100 million in 
three years, a top official of  
the company said on 
Sunday.

Suchi Group Chairman 
and Suchi Semicon founder 
Ashok Mehta said though 
the company has applied 
for the Centre’s incentive 
under SPECS (Scheme for 
Promotion of  Manufactur-
ing of  Electronic Compo-
nents and Semiconductors) 
and India Semiconductor 
Mission, it does not want to 
hold on to production for 
the sake of  incentives.

“We have a full proof  
business plan. Our busi-
ness plan is not primarily 
for incentives. We have set 
up a plant to do business. 
The Centre’s approval will 
come when we meet their 
requirements. We have 
made USD 100 million 
(about Rs 840 crore) invest-
ment plan over three 
years,” Mehta said.

He said that the state 
government has approved 
20 per cent incentives for 
the plant.

“At the time of  Covid 
when there was shortage of  

semiconductors, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
had asked to turn crisis into 
opportunity. We made our 
mind at that time to make a 
foray into the semiconduc-
tor business. We decided to 
start a factory after a lot of  
research with industry ex-
perts,” Mehta said.

He is also the founder of  
textile company Suchi 
Industries.

“We already have clients 
who have placed their re-
quirements. Majority of  
our production will be for 
overseas clients. We have 
started trial production 
some time back and our 
components are getting 
tested by clients,” Mehta 
said.

He said that the company 
has used some funds from 
the textile business and 
raised a funding round 
from friends and families.

“We have also tied up 
with Punjab National Bank 
for credit facility. Our in-
vestment plan also includes 
incentives that we are con-
fident of  getting from the 
Centre based on our perfor-
mance,” Mehta said.

Suchi Semicon co-found-
er Shetal Mehta said the 
commercial shipment of  
the semiconductors will 
start in the first quarter of  
next year.             -PTI

ASEAN gained from US-China trade war
New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI) 
Mexico, Canada, and 10-na-
tion Southeast Asian bloc 
ASEAN benefited more 
from the US-China trade 
war than India, economic 
think tank GTRI said in a 
report.

It said that India has to 
strengthen its local supply 
chains and produce critical 
intermediates to reduce re-
liance on China, while im-
proving cost efficiency and 
ease of  doing business to 
enhance competitiveness 
of  domestic industries and 
increase exports to the US.

With Donald Trump 
again becoming the US 

President, the evolving 
trade landscape offers huge 
opportunities for the Indi-
an industry as he is now 
planning new tariffs target-
ing Mexico, Canada, China, 
and others.

The US-China trade war, 
initiated in 2018 under Pres-
ident Trump with tariffs 
targeting key sectors, has 
significantly reshaped glob-
al trade flows but failed to 
achieve its primary goals.

“Key beneficiaries of  the 
trade war included Mexico, 
Canada, and ASEAN na-
tions, which collectively ac-
counted for 57 per cent  of  
the growth in US imports. 

India also emerged as a sig-
nificant gainer, with ex-
ports to the US rising by 
USD 36.8 billion, driven by 
sectors like electronics, 
pharmaceuticals, and engi-
neering goods,” GTRI 
Founder Ajay Srivastava 
said.

Mexico emerged as the 
biggest winner, with an in-
crease in exports by USD 
164.3 billion to the US be-
tween 2017 and 2023. It was 
followed by Canada (USD 
124 billion), Vietnam (USD 
70.5 billion), South Korea 
(USD 46.3 billion) and Ger-
many (USD 43 billion).

-PTI

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Finland Inter-
national School (FIS) has 
announced to launch its 
highly anticipated campus 
in Guwahati. This expan-
sion marks another step 
after the school’s success 
of  its campuses in Thane 
and Mumbai.

The announcement was 
unveiled at a glittering 
event in Mumbai attended 
by the Ambassador of  Fin-
land to India Kimmo Lah-
devirta and the Consul 
General of  Finland Erik af  
Hallstrom.

FIS has introduced a 
unique and highly effec-
tive approach that merges 
Finland’s globally re-
nowned pedagogical meth-
ods with India’s National 
Education Policy (NEP) 
a n d  I C S E - a l i g n e d 
curriculum.

FIS is the brainchild of  
Shashank Goenka, Man-
aging Director of  Goenka 
Inc.  “At FIS, our mission 
is to nurture creativity, 
empower children with 
confidence, and equip 
them to excel in a rapidly 
changing world.  The 
launch of  FIS Guwahati 
signifies a bold leap in our 
journey to set new bench-
marks for education across 
India,” said Goenka.
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Raj Kapoor’s birth anniversary at his House
Peshawar: Pakistani cul-
tural enthusiasts and film 
lovers gathered at the icon-
ic Kapoor House in Pesha-
war on Saturday to cele-
brate the 100th birth 
anniversary of  legendary 
Bollywood filmmaker and 
actor Raj Kapoor.

A highlight of  the event, 
reinforcing the significance 
of  Peshawar’s ties to cine-
matic history, was the cut-
ting of  a cake to mark the 
birth centenary of  Kapoor 
-- one of  the most influen-
tial f igures of  Indian 
cinema.

Participants also wel-

comed the World Bank’s 
announcement to allocate 
Rs 100 million each for the 
restoration of  the ancestral 
homes of  Raj Kapoor and 
fellow Bollywood legend 
Dilip Kumar. Both homes, 
located near the famous 
Qissa Khawani Bazaar, are 
celebrated as symbols of  
Peshawar’s deep ties to In-
dian cinema.

The gathering, jointly 
organised by the Cultural 
Heritage Council (CHC) 
and the Directorate of  Ar-
chaeology Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, called for larger-
s c a l e  e v e n t s  t o 

commemorate the legacy of  
Kapoor. The attendees em-
phasised Kapoor’s connec-
tion to Pakistan, where he 
was born in Peshawar’s 
Dhaki  Nalbandi ,  and 
praised his enduring influ-
ence on cinema.

Muhammad Hussain 
Haidery, Secretary of  the 
Pak-Iran Trade and Invest-
ment Council, was the chief  
guest of  the event.

Born on December 14, 
1924, Kapoor was the son of  
stalwart actor Prithviraj 

Kapoor. He made classics 
like “Awara”, “Barsaat”, 
“Shree 420”, “Sangam” and 
“Mera Naam Joker” during 
his illustrious 40-year ca-
reer. He died in 1988.

Ibrahim Zia, a renowned 
writer and researcher on 
the Indian film industry 
who has extensively stud-
ied film legends with roots 
in Peshawar and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, presented 
rare photographs of  Raj 
Kapoor from his childhood 
and early adolescence 
years in Peshawar.

He also shared insights 
into the actor’s illustrious 

career, starting in the 1940s.
Zia highlighted Kapoor’s 

versatility across genres, 
which solidified his status 
as the “Greatest Showman 
of  Indian Cinema”.

T h e  K ap o o r  H o u s e 
stands near the ancestral 
homes of  Dilip Kumar and 
Shah Rukh Khan, connect-
ing two generations of  In-
dian film legends to Pesha-
war. Dilip Kumar and Shah 
Rukh Khan, a modern-day 
Bollywood superstar, fur-
ther underscore the city’s 
historical contribution to 
Indian cinema.

-PTI

Damascus: The new head 
of  security arrived at Da-
mascus’ international air-
port with his men, a beard-
ed fighter who marched 
with other rebels across 
Syria to the capital. The few 
maintenance staff  who 
showed up for work hud-
dled around Maj Hamza al-
Ahmed, eager for answers 
about what happens next.

They unloaded all their 
complaints, pent up for 
years during the rule of  
President Bashar Assad, 
which now, inconceivably, 
is over.

They told him they were 
denied promotions and 
perks funneled to pro-As-
sad favorites, that bosses 
threatened them with pris-
on for working too slowly. 
They warned him of  hard-
core Assad supporters 
among the airport staff, 
ready to return whenever 
the facility reopens.

As al-Ahmed tried to re-
assure them, Osama Najm, 
an engineer, confessed: 
“This is the first time we 
talk.”

This was the first week 
of  Syria’s transformation 
after Assad’s unexpected 
fall.

Rebels,  suddenly in 
charge, met a population 
bursting with emotions: ex-
citement at new freedoms; 
grief  over years of  repres-
sion; and hopes, expecta-
tions and worries about the 
future. Some were over-
whelmed to the point of  
tears.

The transition has been 
surprisingly smooth. Re-
ports of  reprisals, revenge 
killings and sectarian vio-
lence have been minimal. 
Looting and destruction 

have been quickly con-
tained, insurgent fighters 
disciplined. On Saturday, 
people went about their 
lives as usual in the capital, 
Damascus. Only a single 
van of  fighters was seen.

There are a million ways 
it could go wrong.

The country is broken 
and isolated after five dec-
ades of  Assad family rule. 
Families have been torn 
apart by war, former pris-
oners are traumatized by 
the brutalities they suf-
fered, tens of  thousands of  
detainees remain missing. 
The economy is wrecked, 
poverty is widespread, in-
flation and unemployment 
are high. Corruption seeps 
through daily life.

But in this moment of  
flux, many are ready to feel 
out the way ahead.

At the airport, al-Ahmed 
told the staffers: “The new 
path will have challenges, 
but that is why we have said 
Syria is for all and we all 
have to cooperate.”

The rebels have so far 
said all the right things, 
Najm said. “But we will not 
be silent about anything 
wrong again.”

Idlib comes to 
Damascus

At a torched police sta-
tion, pictures of  Assad 
were torn down and files 
destroyed after insurgents 
entered the city Dec. 8. All 
Assad-era police and secu-
r i t y  p e r s o n n e l  h ave 
vanished.

On Saturday, the build-
ing was staffed by 10 men 
serving in the police force 
of  the rebels’ de facto “sal-
vation government,” which 
for years governed the re-

bel enclave of  Idlib in Syr-
ia’s northwest.

The rebel policemen 
watch over the station, 
dealing with reports of  
petty thefts and street scuf-
fles. One woman complains 
that her neighbors sabo-
taged her power supply. A 
policeman tells her to wait 
for courts to start operating 
again.

“It will take a year to 
s o l v e  p r o b l e m s ”  h e 
mumbled.

The rebels sought to 
bring order in Damascus by 
replicating the structure of  
its governance in Idlib. But 
there is a problem of  scale. 
One of  the policemen esti-
mates the number of  rebel 
police at only around 4,000; 

half  are based in Idlib and 
the rest are tasked with 
maintaining security in Da-
mascus and elsewhere. 
Some experts estimate the 
insurgents’ total fighting 
force at around 20,000.

Most of  the bearded 
fighters hail from conserva-
tive, provincial areas. Many 
are hardline Islamists.

The main insurgent 
force, Hayat Tahrir al-Sh-
am, has renounced its al-
Qaida past, and its leaders 
are working to reassure 
Syria’s religious and ethnic 
communities that the fu-
ture will be pluralist and 
tolerant.

S y r i a n s  r e m a i n 
suspicious.

“The people we see on 

the streets, they don’t rep-
resent us,” said Hani Zia, a 
Damascus resident. He was 
concerned by the few re-
ports of  attacks on minori-
ties and revenge killings. 
“We should be fearful.”

Some restaurants have 
resumed openly serving al-
cohol, others more dis-
cretely to test the mood.

At a sidewalk café in the 
historic Old City’s Chris-
tian quarter, men were 
drinking beer when a fight-
er patrol passed by. The 
men turned to each other, 
uncertain, but the fighters 
did nothing. When a man 
waving a gun harassed a 
liquor store elsewhere in 
the Old City, the rebel po-
lice arrested him, one po-

liceman said.
Salem Hajjo, a theater 

teacher who participated in 
the 2011 protests, said he 
doesn’t agree with the re-
bels’ Islamist views, but is 
impressed at their experi-
ence in running their own 
affairs. And he expects to 
have a voice in the new 
Syria.

“We have never been this 
at ease,” he said. “The fear 
is gone. The rest is up to 
us.”

The fighters make a 
concerted effort to 
reassure

On the night after As-
sad’s fall, gunmen roamed 
the streets, celebrating vic-

tory with deafening gun-
fire. Some security agency 
buildings were torched. 
The public stayed indoors.

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 
moved to impose order. It 
ordered a nighttime curfew 
for three days. It banned 
celebratory gunfire and 
moved fighters to protect 
properties.

After a day, people began 
to emerge.

Tens of  thousands went 
to Assad’s prisons to search 
for loved ones, mingling 
with rebels, some of  whom 
were also searching.

Amid celebrations, gun-
men invited children to hop 
up on their armored vehi-
cles, and posed for photos 
with women, some with 
their hair uncovered. Pro-
revolution songs blared 
from cars.

The transitional govern-
ment urged people to re-
turn to work. The insur-
gents deployed men to act 
as traffic police. Volunteers 
picked up trash, since mu-
nicipal workers haven’t re-
turned to their jobs.

Officials say they want to 
reopen the airport as soon 
as possible and this week 
maintenance crews in-
spected a handful of  planes 
on the tarmac. Cleaners 
removed trash, wrecked 
f u r n i t u r e  a n d 
merchandise.

One cleaner, who identi-
fied himself  only as Murad, 
said he earns the equiva-
lent of  $15 a month and has 
six children to feed, includ-
ing one with a disability. He 
dreams of  getting a mobile 
phone.

“We need a long time to 
clean this up,” he said.

-AP

Rebels try to bring normalcy 
while Syrians vow to speak up

Syrian naval vessels are seen destroyed by an Israeli airstrike last week in the port of Latakia, Syria on 
Saturday. Pic: AP/PTI

A dead child is carried into the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah after an Israeli army strike in 
the Bureij refugee camp, central Gaza Strip on Saturday. Pic: AP/PTI

Dhaka: An inquiry com-
mission set up by the in-
terim government in Bang-
ladesh has said that it found 
evidence implicating de-
posed PM Sheikh Hasina 
and top-ranking military 
and police officials from 
her regime in alleged inci-
d e n t s  o f  e n f o r c e d 
disappearance.

The five-member Com-
mission of  Inquiry submit-
ted an interim report titled 
“Unfolding The Truth” to 
Chief  Adviser Muhammad 
Yunus on Saturday.

The commission estimat-
ed that there would be more 
t h a n  3 , 5 0 0  e n f o r c e d 
disappearances.

“The commission has 
found evidence of  former 
prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s involvement as 
the instructor in the inci-
dents of  enforced disap-
pearance,” the press wing 
of  the office of  Chief  Ad-
viser said in a statement.

It said the deposed pre-
mier’s defence adviser Ma-
jor General (retd) Tarique 
Ahmed Siddique, former 
director general of  the Na-
tional Telecommunication 
Monitoring Centre and 
sacked Major General Ziaul 
Ahsanand senior police of-
ficers Monirul Islam and 
Mohammad Harun-Or-

Rashid and several other 
senior officials were found 
to be involved in those 
incidents.

The ex-military and po-
lice officers are on the run, 
mostly believed to be 
abroad since the ouster of  
Hasina’s Awami League re-
gime on August 5 following 
a student-led uprising.

According to the state-
ment, retired Supreme 
Court judge Mainul Islam 
Chowdhury, the chairman 
of  the commission, told Yu-
nus that during investiga-
tions they found a “system-
atic design” that allowed 
enforced disappearances to 
go undetected.

“Individuals carrying 
out enforced disappearance 
or extrajudicial killing 
(even) lacked knowledge 
about victims,” Chowd-
hury said.

The report said the po-
lice’s elite anti-crime Rapid 
Action Battalion (RAB), 

which draws men from the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, 
regular police and other 
law enforcement agencies 
had collaborated with each 
other to pick up, torture 
and keep victims in deten-
tion and deliberately seg-
mented the operations.

The commission simul-
taneously proposed the ab-
olition of  the RAB along-
s i d e  s c r a p p i n g  o r 
thoroughly amending the 
Anti-Terrorism Act, 2009.

Rights activist and com-
mission member Sajjad 
Hossain said they recorded 
1,676 complaints of  en-
forced disappearances and, 
so far, have examined 758 of  
them. Of  these, 200 people 
or 27 per cent of  the victims 
never returned while those 
who returned were mostly 
shown as arrested.

Besides the chairman, 
the commission comprises 
Justice Farid Ahmed Shib-
li, rights activist Nur Khan, 
private BRAC University 
teacher Nabila Idris and 
rights activist  Sajjad 
Hossain.

Commission members 
also told the government to 
repeal laws under the 
Armed Police Battalions 
Ordinance that grants law 
enforcers indemnity for 
acts done in “good faith”.

Hasina involved in enforced 
disappearance: Commission

New York: ABC News has 
agreed to pay USD 15 mil-
l i o n  t o w a r d  D o n a l d 
Trump’s presidential li-
brary to settle a lawsuit 
over anchor George Steph-
anopoulos’ inaccurate on-
air assertion that the presi-
dent-elect had been found 
civilly liable for raping 
writer E. Jean Carroll.

According to settlement 
documents made public 
Saturday, ABC will also 
post a note on its website 
expressing regret over the 
claim in a March 10 seg-
ment on Stephanopoulos’ 
“This Week” program and 
pay USD 1 million in legal 
fees to Trump’s lawyer.

In a statement, ABC 
News said: “We are pleased 
that the parties have 
reached an agreement to 
dismiss the lawsuit on the 
terms in the court filing.”

Trump sued Stephanop-
oulos and ABC for defama-
tion days after the anchor 
claimed during an inter-
view with Rep. Nancy 
Mace, R-S.C., that Trump 
had been “found liable for 
rape,” which misstated the 
verdicts in Carroll’s two 
lawsuits against him.

Last year, Trump was 
found liable for sexually as-

saulting and defaming Car-
roll and was ordered to pay 
her USD 5 million. In Janu-
ary, he was found liable on 
additional defamation 
claims and ordered to pay 
Car roll  $83.3 million. 
Trump is appealing both 
verdicts.

Neither verdict involved 
a finding of  rape as defined 
under New York law.

The judge in both cases, 
Lewis Kaplan, has said that 
the jury’s conclusion was 
that Carroll had failed to 
prove that Trump raped 
her “within the narrow, 
technical meaning of  a par-
ticular section of  the New 
York Penal Law.”

Kaplan noted that the 
definition of  rape was “far 
narrower” than how rape is 
defined in common modern 
parlance, in some diction-
aries, in some federal and 
state criminal statutes and 
elsewhere.

The judge said the ver-
dict did not mean that Car-
roll “failed to prove that Mr. 
Trump raped’ her as many 
people commonly under-
stand the word rape.’ In-
deed ... the jury found that 
Mr. Trump in fact did ex-
actly that.”

-AP

ABC to settle 
defamation lawsuit 

with Trump

Athens: At least five mi-
grants died, an unknown 
number were missing and 
more that 200 others rescued 
in Greece in multiple opera-
tions south of  the island of  
Crete, the coast guard said 
Saturday.

The four operations began 
late Friday and one was still 
under way, according to the 
coast guard.

Three operations, includ-
ing the ongoing one, involved 
separate incidents off  the 
island of  Gavdos, south of  
Crete, and the fourth took 
place off  the southern Pelo-
ponnese region on the south-

ern mainland.
In the ongoing operation, 

39 people were rescued and 
taken to Crete, the coast 
guard said. Five bodies were 
retrieved from the water. 
Survivors have said that doz-
ens of  others were in the 
same boat.

A total of  nine vessels, in-
cluding coast guard ships, an 
Italian navy frigate and four 
merchant ships, were still 
involved in the rescue Satur-
day, as well as two helicop-
ters, the coast guard said.

In the other two opera-
tions off  Gavdos, 47 and 89 
people, respectively, were 

rescued. These operations 
were complete.

Another 28 migrants were 
rescued off  the Peloponnese, 
with no one re por ted 
missing.

The coast guard conduct-
ed extensive overnight 
search and rescue missions 
assisted by navy helicopters 
and commercial vessels as 
well as vessels from the Eu-
ropean border protection 
agency Frontex.

Greek government offi-
cials say the spike in mi-
grant arrivals is being driv-
en by conflicts in the Middle 
East. -AP

Five migrants dead, several missing

By Aditi Khanna

London: The scandal sur-
rounding an alleged Chi-
nese spy who managed to 
gain access to Buckingham 
Palace as a “close confi-
dant” of  Prince Andrew, 
the younger brother of  
King Charles III, intensified 
on Sunday as it emerged 
that he also met former 
prime ministers David 
Cameron and Theresa May.

While Cameron and May 
distanced themselves from 
any knowledge of  his espio-
nage links, the row involv-
ing the businessman, 
known only as “H6” for le-
gal reasons, continues to 
dominate the headlines af-
ter a tribunal judge noted 
that he had an “unusual” 
degree of  trust from the 
senior royal.

Earlier, Andrew, the 
Duke of  York, said in a 
statement that he had 
“ceased all contact” with 
the alleged spy.

“David Cameron was 
leader of  the Conservative 
Party for over a decade and 
PM for six years. He met 
thousands of  people during 
that time at hundreds of  
functions and events. We 
don’t have any further in-
formation about this indi-
vidual,” a source close to 
Cameron, now Lord Cam-
eron, was quoted as saying 
by ‘Sky News’.

A spokesperson for The-
resa May said “as such, she 
doesn’t remember when or 
where this particular pho-
tograph was taken or the 
man in question”. A Special 
Immigration Appeals Com-
mission (SIAC) went on to 
hear in July that the man 
was invited to Prince An-
drew’s birthday party in 
2020 and was told by a royal 
aide that he could act on the 
Duke’s behalf  when deal-
ing with potential investors 
in China.

Chinese spy 
got close to 

British royal
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From Jasmine to Ruin

Bashar al-Assad’s re-
gime has finally col-
lapsed in Syria, 

marking the last chapter of  
the Arab Spring’s tumultu-
ous legacy. Over a decade 
after a street vendor’s des-
perate act of  self-immola-
tion in Tunisia sparked a 
wave of  uprisings across 
the Arab world, Syria’s 
protracted struggle has 
culminated in a fragile and 
uncertain new era. The 
Arab Spring, which began 
in December 2010 with calls 
for democracy and dignity, 
has undoubtedly reshaped 
West Asia’s political land-
scape, leaving behind a 
patchwork of  progress and 
ruin. The so-called ‘Spring’ 
began as a flicker of  hope 
and quickly transformed 
into a region-wide confla-
gration. From 2010 to 2012, 
a cascade of  protests, up-
risings, and revolutions 
swept across the Middle 
East and North Africa, 
shaking authoritarian re-
gimes that had ruled for 
decades. Ordinary citizens 
sought democratic re-
forms, economic justice, 
and an end to the tyranny 
of  dictators.

But the consequences of  
this political upheaval 
were as varied as the na-

tions involved. While some 
countries experienced 
fleeting moments of  demo-
cratic triumph, others de-
scended into chaos, provid-
ing fertile ground for 
extremists. Nowhere has 
this turbulence been more 
profound and protracted 
than in Syria, whose civil 
war simmered for over a 
decade culminating in As-
sad’s fall.

The fuse was lit in Tuni-
sia on December 17, 2010, 
when Mohamed Bouazizi, a 
street vendor, set himself  
ablaze protesting against 
police harassment and eco-
nomic despair. His act of  
self-immolation ignited a 
wave of  outrage across the 
country, highlighting dec-
ades of  economic stagna-
tion, unemployment, and 
political corruption under 
President Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali. Demonstrations 
spread rapidly, and at-
tempts to quell them with 
force only fueled the 
flames. By January 14, 
2011, Ben Ali had fled the 
country, marking the first 
major victory of  the Arab 
Spring.

Tunisia’s transition to 
democracy, heralded by a 
new constitution and free 
elections, became a model 
for the region. Yet, the road 
was not without hurdles. 
Economic instability per-
sisted, as did security 
threats from extremist 
groups. Even today, Tuni-
sia’s democratic experi-
ment remains fragile, yet it 
stands as one of  the Arab 
Spring’s  few relative 
successes.

Inspired by Tunisia, 

Egyptians took to Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square on January 
25, 2011, demanding the 
ouster of  President Hosni 
Mubarak, who had ruled 
with an iron grip for nearly 
three decades. The protests 
culminated in Mubarak’s 
resignation on February 
11, 2011, after weeks of  
mass demonstrations and 
violent clashes. For a mo-
ment, Egypt seemed poised 
for a democratic rebirth.

But the euphoria was 
short-lived. The military, 
which assumed control af-
ter Mubarak’s fall, strug-
gled to balance competing 
political forces. By 2013, the 
democratic experiment fal-
tered when the military 
ousted the elected presi-
dent, Mohamed Morsi, fol-
lowing widespread pro-
tests. Today, Egypt remains 
under authoritarian rule, 
with the hopes of  the revo-
lution dashed and econom-
ic and social grievances as 
pressing as ever.

In Libya, the Arab Spring 
evolved into a bloody civil 
war. The revolution against 

Muammar Gaddafi, who 
had ruled for over four dec-
ades, began in February 
2011. Inspired by Tunisia 
and Egypt, Libyans rose 
against a regime marked by 
repression, corruption, and 
grotesque human rights 
abuses. As protests intensi-
fied, Gaddafi vowed to 
crush dissent with brute 
force. This prompted inter-
national intervention; the 
United Nations authorized 
a no-fly zone, and NATO 
launched airstrikes to sup-
port the rebels.

The conflict culminated 
in Gaddafi’s capture and 
death in October 2011, 
bringing an end to his auto-
cratic reign. But Libya’s 
victory was Pyrrhic. The 
country plunged into cha-
os, with rival militias vying 

for power. The state frag-
mented, its oil wealth 
squandered in a protracted 
struggle for dominance. 
Over a decade later, Libya 
remains mired in instabil-
ity, a stark reminder of  
how revolutions can shat-
ter nations more thorough-
ly than they transform 
them.

While Tunisia, Egypt, 
and Libya grappled with 
the immediate aftermath 
of  their revolutions, Syr-
ia’s descent into conflict 
was far more catastrophic 
and enduring. The Syrian 
uprising began in March 
2011, when protests erupt-
ed in the southern city of  
Daraa after the arrest and 
torture of  teenagers ac-
cused of  writing anti-gov-
ernment graffiti. The re-

gime of  President Bashar 
al-Assad responded with 
brutal force, transforming 
what began as peaceful 
demonstrations into a full-
blown civil war.

Syria’s conflict became a 
proxy battleground for re-
gional and global powers. 
Iran and Russia supported 
Assad, while Western na-
tions and Gulf  states 
backed various rebel fac-
tions. Amid the chaos, ex-
tremist groups like ISIS 
exploited the power vacu-
um, spreading ter ror 
across the region. By 2014, 
ISIS had declared a cali-
phate, controlling swathes 
of  Syria and Iraq and per-
petrating atrocities that 
shocked the world. The 
war’s toll was staggering. 
Over 500,000 people were 
killed, and millions were 
displaced, creating one of  
the worst refugee crises in 
modern history. Entire cit-
ies, including Aleppo and 
Raqqa, were reduced to 
rubble. Assad’s regime, 
however, clung to power 
with Russian air support 

and Iranian militias, grad-
ually regaining territory.

By 2024, after years of  
grinding conflict, a tenu-
ous resolution emerged. A 
peace agreement brokered 
by Russia, Turkey, and Iran 
offered a semblance of  sta-
bility, albeit on Assad’s 
terms. The regime remains 
in power, its survival a tes-
tament to the brutality it 
wielded to crush opposi-
tion. Yet, Syria’s recovery 
is far from assured. Recon-
struction costs are estimat-
ed in the hundreds of  bil-
lions, and trust between 
the regime and its people is 
non-existent.

The Arab Spring re-
vealed the depth of  frustra-
tion simmering across the 
Middle East and North Af-
rica. In many countries, 
decades of  autocratic rule 
had bred corruption, eco-
nomic stagnation, and so-
cial despair. Youth unem-
ployment was rampant, 
public services were inad-
equate, and civil liberties 
were scarce. The uprisings 
were a cry for dignity and 
justice in societies where 
both had long been denied.

Yet, the outcomes of  
these revolutions varied 
widely. Tunisia remains a 
fragile democracy, while 
Egypt reverted to authori-
tarianism. Libya and Syria 
exemplify the dangers of  
power vacuums, where the 
fall of  dictators unleashed 
violence and extremism. In 
Yemen, another Arab 
Spring battleground, a civil 
war continues to devastate 
the country, with no reso-
lution in sight.

The Arab Spring also had 
unintended consequences. 
It created opportunities for 
extremist groups like ISIS 
to flourish, exploiting chaos 
to establish a foothold. The 
refugee crisis it generated 
placed enormous strain on 
neighboring countries and 
Europe, reshaping global 

politics and fueling the rise 
of  populist movements in 
the West.

Syria’s civil war under-
scores the complexities of  
revolutionary change. Un-
like Tunisia or Egypt, 
where protests quickly top-
pled leaders, Syria’s upris-
ing morphed into a pro-
tracted war, exacerbated 
by sectarian divisions and 
foreign interventions. De-
spite years of  negotiations 
and ceasefires, the conflict 
dragged on, with no con-
sensus among foreign pow-
ers on how to resolve it. 
The eventual peace deal, 
brokered without Western 
involvement, reflects a 
shift in the region’s bal-
ance of  power toward Rus-
sia and Iran.

As the dust settles on the 
Arab Spring, its legacy re-
mains a cautionary tale. It 
exposed the fragility of  au-
thoritarian regimes but 
also the perils of  revolution 
without a clear roadmap 
for governance. For the re-
gion’s youth, who remain 
hungry for change, the les-
sons of  the Arab Spring are 
sobering. Democratic tran-
sitions are rare, and the 
costs of  upheaval can be 
staggering.

Syria stands as a stark 
reminder of  what can hap-
pen when protests are met 
with unrelenting violence 
and when foreign powers 
pursue competing agendas 
in a fractured state. The 
country’s fragile peace 
may mark the end of  its 
civil war, but it is far from 
achieving the dignity and 
justice that first drove its 
people to rise in 2011.

(Tomorrow: Revisiting 
the Arab Spring will delve 

into Syria’s protracted 
struggle for revolution and 

explore the mass move-
ments that unfolded in 

Yemen, Bahrain, and 
Morocco)

Demonising Savarkar
EDITORIAL

Rahul Gandhi’s recent diatribe against freedom fighter 
and Hindutva ideologue Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 
in the Lok Sabha, where he accused the BJP of  

mocking the Constitution by aligning with Savarkar’s 
alleged preference for Manusmriti, has once again spotlight-
ed a paradox: the uneasy alliance between Congress and 
Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv Sena (UBT) in the Maharashtra 
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) and the broader INDIA bloc.

Why does Thackeray’s party, long a champion of  
Savarkar, tolerate such vitriol? And why hasn’t Shiv Sena 
(UBT) exited the alliance despite the persistent ideological 
dissonance?

Gandhi’s persisting attacks against Savarkar are yet 
another instance of  his historically shallow and politically 
motivated understanding of  India’s past. The Congress 
scion’s facile criticisms of  Savarkar betray not just a lack of  
depth but also a tendency to selectively engage with history 
to suit his political narrative. His range of  accusations, 
ranging from dismissing Savarkar as an ‘apologist’ to 
painting him as a symbol of  the country’s oppression, are 
based on a superficial understanding of  his contributions to 
India’s freedom struggle. They are removed from the 
complexities of  Savarkar’s life and ideas, which transcend 
the binary labels that Gandhi and his party insist on 
assigning.

The Congress’s disdain for Savarkar is not new. From 
opposing his inclusion in the pantheon of  national heroes to 
boycotting his portrait’s unveiling in Parliament’s Central 
Hall in 2003, the Congress has consistently sought to 
undermine his legacy. Even when Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
presided over the unveiling ceremony, Sonia Gandhi joined 
hands with the Left to criticize the move.

The point here is that for the Shiv Sena, Savarkar has 
been more than a historical figure; he is a symbol of  
Maharashtrian pride and nationalism. Since its inception in 
1966, the Sena has demanded that Savarkar be posthumously 
awarded the Bharat Ratna. Yet, despite their vocal support 
for Savarkar, the Sena (UBT) has refrained from taking a 
strong stand against Rahul Gandhi’s repeated attacks.

The Sena (UBT), weakened after its split with the BJP, 
relies on the MVA and the INDIA bloc for relevance. Does 
Uddhav fear that exiting the alliance would isolate his party 
in Maharashtra’s volatile political landscape.

For the Congress led by Rahul Gandhi, Savarkar will 
always remain a convenient punching bag. But for Uddhav 
Thackeray, the Savarkar question is more than a historical 
debate—it is a test of  his party’s identity. His decision to 
remain conspicuously silent, prioritizing political expedi-
ency over ideological commitment, puts the Sena (UBT) in a 
precarious position, especially after its drubbing in the 
recent Assembly polls.

Secondly, Gandhi and the Congress leaders, along with 
the Dalit outfits and other so-called ‘progressive’ parties who 
keep asininely demonizing the Manusmriti as a symbol of  
patriarchy and caste oppression, present a reductive, 
oversimplified view. As one of  the oldest texts in Hindu law, 
it deserves a more nuanced reading, but alas, for Gandhi and 
the Congress, opportunism and identity politics take 
precedence over everything else.

The K-Drama That Shook 
South Korea’s Democracy

Countries like Taiwan and South 
Korea are often called beacons of  
democracy, standing up against 

their dictatorial neighbours. However, 
this impression was tarnished on De-
cember 3 by a dramatic event in South 
Korea, rivalling the twists and turns of  
a K-Drama.

This political drama began when 
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol 
declared martial law and ordered the 
military to take over the National As-
sembly (i.e., the parliament).

Yoon alleged that the opposition Dem-
ocratic Party (DP), which holds a major-
ity in the parliament, had been infiltrat-
ed by pro-North Korean elements who 
were plotting sedition and working 
against South Korea. He vowed to elimi-
nate these anti-state forces and claimed 
that martial law was an inevitable meas-
ure to safeguard the country and its 
freedom.

Soon after this announcement, DP 
leader Lee Jae-myung hosted a lives-
tream, urging his party members and 
citizens to gather at the National Assem-

bly building for a protest. But the police 
had already closed the gates. Still, hun-
dreds of  people gathered there to oppose 
the decision.

Within an hour of  the martial law dec-
laration, the Army Chief  of  Staff  de-
clared that all political activities were 
suspended under martial law, including 
any strikes, rallies, and protest marches. 
All forms of  media would also fall under 
the control of  the martial law command. 
Any violators could be arrested, de-
tained, or searched, and any material 
could be seized, all without a warrant.

The military special force was de-
ployed at the National Assembly build-
ing soon after that. Some of  the mem-
bers of  Parliament had to crawl through 
the legs of  security guards; others 
shoved and screamed at armed soldiers, 
and some even had to climb over fences 
and walls to reach inside.

Of  300 parliament members, 190 man-
aged to enter the building. To block the 
soldiers, MPs hastily barricaded the 
doors with benches, tables, sofas, and 
other available items. At 1 AM local 
time, National Assembly Speaker Woo 
Won-sik presented a resolution demand-
ing the immediate lifting of  martial law, 
which all 190 MPs, including some from 
the President’s People Power Party 
(PPP), unanimously opposed. PPP lead-
er Han Dong-hoon also issued a state-
ment condemning Yoon’s martial law 
declaration and pledging to oppose it 
with the citizens.

The opposition leader, Lee, had al-
ready warned in September that the 
president might be planning to an-
nounce martial law. At that time, the 
president had called it a baseless politi-
cal attack that lacked common sense.

According to the constitution, the 
president should lift martial law if  a ma-
jority of  MPs pass a resolution against 
it. Given that Yoon had accused the DP 
lawmakers of  being anti-state, it was 
uncertain whether he would honour 

this resolution. However, at around 4:30 
AM local time, Yoon announced that he 
would accept the National Assembly’s 
demand and lift the martial law, and 
apologising, he promised that this 
wouldn’t be repeated.

Martial law ended within hours, but 
the political drama continued. On De-
cember 5, DP spokesperson Cho Seung-
rae accused the president of  ordering 
the military to arrest several political 
leaders, including DP leader Lee Jae-
myung, National Assembly Speaker 
Woo Won-shik, and PPP leader Han 
Dong-hoon. Han’s inclusion, as the sole 
PPP member on the list, highlighted his 
conflict with President Yoon.

At a PPP meeting on December 6, Han 
suggested suspending Yoon’s presiden-
tial authority to safeguard the country, 
hinting some PPP MPs might back im-
peachment. An impeachment motion 
requires two-thirds of  the 300 National 
Assembly members, including at least 8 
PPP MPs. However, after the president 
invited Han to a meeting, Han’s stance 
shifted.

On December 7, when the DP brought 
the motion to impeach the president, all 
PPP MPs, except one, walked out of  the 
Assembly, and the impeachment motion 
failed due to lack of  quorum. Another 
bill demanding a special prosecutor to 

investigate the corruption allegations 
against the President’s wife, Kim Keon-
hee, also failed by just two votes. How-
ever, Han maintained that the president 
would have to step down soon.

Although South Korea is widely con-
sidered a vibrant democracy, this was 
not the first time martial law was im-
posed. Since its formation in 1948, South 
Korea has faced martial law 17 times. 
The country has also been through dec-
ades of  military rule.

While reassuring that the latest at-
tempt at martial law lasted less than six 
hours, it also underscores the fragility 
of  democratic institutions, which people 
often take for granted. Irrespective of  
the country where one lives, it’s every-
one’s responsibility to be aware of  the 
political situation of  that country and 
participate actively in the democratic 
process when the time comes. After all, 
democracy is the form of  government 
‘of  the people, by the people, and for the 
people’, so it’s also the people’s respon-
sibility to protect and uphold it.

On a hopeful note, let us wish for de-
mocracy to survive, thrive, and flourish 
from South Korea to Canada and every-
where in between.

(The author is a foreign affairs 
expert. Views personal.)

By
Sumant Vidwans

By
Ruddhi Phadke

GLOBAL AFFAIRS

South Korea’s six-hour 
martial law is a stark 
reminder of democracy’s 
fragility and the need to 
protect it.

The collapse of Assad’s regime marks 
the Arab Spring’s final act, revealing 
a legacy of shattered states and 
unfinished revolutions.

PART  1 

THE BROKEN  
CRESCENT

HOW THE ARAB SPRING SOWED SYRIA’S TURMOIL
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KALEIDOSCOPE

1.  An artist paints a wall at Lodhi Road 
area in New Delhi on Sunday. 

2.  Members of the LGBTQ+ community 
during 'Kolkata Rainbow Pride Walk 
2024’ in Kolkata on Sunday. 

3.  The city of Brisbane illuminated with 
colourful lights ahead of Christmas in 
Australia.

4.  Union Minister Kiren Rijiju bowls 
during a cricket match between Lok 
Sabha Speaker XI and Rajya Sabha 
Chairman XI teams in New Delhi on 
Sunday. 

5.  Indian Army jawans perform during 
'Military Tattoo' practice event ahead of 
the Vijay Diwas celebrations in Kolkata 
on Saturday.

@perfectvoice_in

Former soccer player Mikheil 
Kavelashvili became presi-
dent of  Georgia on Saturday, 

as the ruling party tightened its grip 
in what the opposition calls a blow 
to the country's EU aspirations and 
a victory for former imperial ruler 
Russia.

Kavelashvili, 53, easily won the 
vote given the Georgian Dream par-
ty's control of  a 300-seat electoral 
college that replaced direct presi-
dential elections in 2017.

Georgian Dream retained control 
of  parliament in the South Caucasus 
nation in an October 26 election that 
the opposition alleges was rigged 
with Moscow's help. Georgia's outgo-
ing president and main pro-Western 
parties have since boycotted parlia-
mentary sessions and demanded a 
rerun of  the ballot.

Georgian Dream has vowed to 
continue pushing toward EU acces-
sion but also wants to “reset” ties 
with Russia.

In 2008, Russia fought a brief  war 
with Georgia, which led to Moscow's 
recognition of  two breakaway re-
gions as independent, and an in-
crease in the Russian military pres-
ence  in  South  Osset ia  and 
Abkhazia.

Critics have accused Georgian 
Dream — established by Bidzina 
Ivanishvili, a shadowy billionaire 
who made his fortune in Russia — of  
becoming increasingly authoritari-
an and tilted toward Moscow, accu-
sations the ruling party has denied. 
The party recently pushed through 
laws similar to those used by the 
Kremlin to crack down on freedom 
of  speech and LGBTQ+ rights.

Pro-Western Salome Zourabich-
vili has been president since 2018 
and has vowed to stay on after her 
six-year term ends Monday, describ-
ing herself  as the only legitimate 
leader until a new election is held.

Georgian Dream's decision last 
month to suspend talks on their 
country's bid to join the European 
Union added to the opposition's out-
rage and galvanized protests.

The outgoing president?
Zourabichvili, 72, was born in 

France to parents with Georgian 
roots and had a successful career 

with the French Foreign Ministry 
before President Mikheil Saakash-
vili named her Georgia's top diplo-
mat in 2004.

Constitutional changes made the 
president's job largely ceremonial 
before Zourabichvili was elected by 
popular vote with Georgian Dream's 
support in 2018. She became sharply 
critical of  the ruling party, accusing 
it of  pro-Russia policies, and Geor-
gian Dream unsuccessfully tried to 
impeach her.

“I remain your president — there 
is no legitimate Parliament and thus 
no legitimate election or inaugura-
tion,” she has declared on the social 
n e t w o rk  X .  “ M y  m a n d a t e 
continues.”

Speaking to The Associated Press, 
Zourabichvili rejected government 
claims that the opposition was fo-
menting violence.

“We are not demanding a revolu-
tion," Zourabichvili said. “We are 
asking for new elections, but in con-
ditions that will ensure that the will 
of  the people will not be misrepre-
sented or stolen again.”

“Georgia has been always resist-
ing Russian influence and will not 
accept having its vote stolen and its 
destiny stolen,” she said.

Who is Kavelashvili?
Georgian Dream nominated Kave-

lashvili — mocked by the opposition 
for lacking higher education. He was 
a striker in the Premier League for 
Manchester City and in several 
clubs in the Swiss Super League. He 
was elected to parliament in 2016 on 
the Georgian Dream ticket, and in 
2022 co-founded the People's Power 

political movement, which was al-
lied with Georgian Dream and be-
come known for its strong anti-West-
ern rhetoric.

Kavelashvili was one of  the au-
thors of  a controversial law requir-
ing organisations that receive more 
than 20 per cent of  their funding 
from abroad to register as “pursuing 
the interest of  a foreign power,” 
similar to a Russian law used to dis-
credit organisations critical of  the 
government.

The EU, which granted Georgia 
candidate status in December 2023 
on condition that the country meets 
the bloc's recommendations, put its 
accession on hold and cut financial 
support in June following approval 
of  the “foreign influence” law.

How did protests unfold?
Thousands of  demonstrators con-

verged on the parliament building 
every night after the government 
announced the suspension of  EU ac-
cession talks on November 28.

Riot police used water cannons 
and tear gas almost daily to disperse 
and beat scores of  protesters, some 
of  whom threw fireworks at police 
officers and built barricades on the 
capital's central boulevard.

Hundreds were detained and over 
100 treated for injuries.

Several journalists were beaten 
by police and media workers ac-
cused authorities of  using thugs to 
deter people from attending anti-
government rallies, which Georgian 
Dream denies.

The crackdown has drawn strong 
condemnation from the United 
States and EU officials. -AP

It's a familiar feeling for many 
parents. No matter what you 
suggest, your pre-schooler just 

wants to watch that episode of  Bluey 
again, never mind that it's just fin-
ished playing. And at bedtime, it has 
to be a book you've read frequently 
enough to have developed a reper-
toire of  specific voices for every 
character.

These deep and repetitive inter-
ests in a TV episode, game or topic 
may be frustrating to parents who 
just want to watch something differ-
ent. But this repetition actually has 
great benefits for children's learning 
and wellbeing.

One reason for this is what we can 
call the “input effect”. This isn't a 
new concept in cognitive science.

Searching for patterns
Think of  the brain as an organ do-

ing its best to figure out what is nor-
mal in our lives – what's part of  a 
regular pattern and what isn't. Re-
searchers have discovered a phe-
nomenon known as “statistical 
learning”. According to this idea, 
children are very sensitive to the oc-
currence of  regularities and pat-
terns in their lives.

Interestingly, babies are particu-
larly adept at understanding certain 
types of  material, such as the likeli-
hood of  certain sounds in the speech 
we address to them. But they need to 
be exposed to many examples of  this 
in order to detect regularities.

For instance, in all languages, and 
English is no exception, the sounds 
included in words tends to follow 
certain patterns. In English, for in-
stance, some of  the most common 
combinations of  three letters are 
“the”, “and” or “ing”. It makes sense 
that children's brains search for rep-
etition – in this example, it will help 
them learn language.

So, when young children return to 
watch the same show, what they are 
doing, whether they know it or not, 
is driven by a desire to detect and 
consolidate the patterns in what 
they are watching, hearing or 
reading.

Familiar comfort
As well as supporting learning, 

repetition also has benefits for chil-

dren's emotions, in what we are call-
ing here the “wellbeing effect”.

The main job of  childhood is 
learning, and that means actively 
seeking out new experiences and 
stimuli. However, having to process 
and adapt to new things can be ex-
hausting – even for a toddler with 
boundless energy.

The world can also be a stranger 
and more stressful place for children 
than it is for adults. As an adult, you 
will have learnt what to expect and 
how to behave within particular con-
texts, but children are constantly 
encountering new situations for the 
first time.

Well-known stimuli, such as that 
TV episode they've already watched 
umpteen times, can provide a source 
of  comfort and security that buffers 
against this stress and uncertainty.

Deep interests in a particular ac-
tivity can also provide wellbeing 
benefits through a sense of  control 
and mastery. Children are constant-
ly being challenged and stretched in 
what they know and understand at 
nursery, school and elsewhere. This 
is crucial for learning, but it also 
presents a threat to their feelings of  
competence.

Being able to relax into an activity 
that they feel good at, such as a fa-
voured game, fulfils these compe-
tence needs. In addition, being able 

to opt into an activity that they enjoy 
lets them have a sense of  autonomy 
and control over their lives, which is 
otherwise often spent being whisked 
here and there by parents.

Of  course, not all children are 
equally likely to develop these kinds 
of  repetitive interests. For example, 
autistic children often show particu-
larly focused interests.

There is huge value to be gained 
from repetition in terms of  learning 
and wellbeing. So, while you 
shouldn't be forcing them to rewatch 
shows, you also don't need to be con-
cerned if  this is something they're 
pursuing themselves. 

However, it can become problem-
atic if  it affects the child's ability to 
engage with other important as-
pects of  their life, such as getting 
out of  the house on time, interact-
ing with others, or doing physical 
exercise.

Of  course, there is no rule of  
thumb that can be applied to all chil-
dren in all contexts. As parents, we 
can only be attentive to the situation 
and make a decision. But as you 
queue up Frozen yet again, think 
about the input and wellbeing ef-
fects, and perhaps give yourself  a 
break from worrying that your child 
should be doing something – any-
thing! – else. 

-The Conversation

EXPLAINERS

How Ex-Soccer Player Kavelashvili 
Became Georgia's President?

Why Children Watch Same Show 
or Play Same Game Repeatedly?
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Singapore: The "multi-millionaire" 
tag does "mean a lot" to new world 
champion D Gukesh but he doesn't 
play the game for material gains but 
for that unbridled joy, which he has 
been able to retain since the time a 
chess board used to be the "coolest 
toy" for him.

Gukesh, the 18-year-old from 
Chennai, is now richer by Rs 11.45 
crore which he will receive from 
FIDE as prize money for beating 
Ding Liren of  China in the final.

Gukesh's father Rajnikanth gave 
up his career as an ENT surgeon to 
accompany his son on the circuit 
while mother Padmakumari, who is 
a microbiologist, became the sole 
earner of  the family.

Asked what exactly does being a 
multi-millionaire mean to him, 
Gukesh said, "It means a lot. When 

I got into chess, we (as a family) had 
to make some hard decisions. My 
parents had gone through financial 
and emotional hardships. Now, we 
are more comfortable and parents 
don't need to think about those 
things," Gukesh told FIDE in an 
interview.

"Personally, money isn't the rea-
son I play chess," he said.

He always tries to remember why 
he started playing the game when 
he got his first chess board.

"I am still the kid who loves chess. 
It used to be the coolest toy," the reti-
cent world champion explained.

For him, his parents mean the 
world. Gukesh's dad doubles up as 
his manager by taking care of  all the 
off-board activities and allowing 
him to concentrate on the game, 
while his mother is the emotional 

and spiritual pillar of  strength.
"She (mother) still says, I will be 

happy to know that you are a great 
chess player but I would be happier 
to hear that you are a greater per-
son," Gukesh said.

Still in his teens, Gukesh feels 
that as a student of  the game, the 
more he learns about chess, the 
more aware he will become of  how 
little he knows.

"Even the greatest of  players 
make a lot of  mistakes.  Even though 
technology is so advanced, there is 
still a lot to learn about chess. I 
strongly believe that the more you 
learn something, more you realise 
that you don't know that thing.

"Whenever I am on the chess 
board, I feel I learn something new. 
It's a process of  unlimited beauty."

-PTI

Money isn't the reason I play chess: Gukesh
Exceptional focus and patience
Gukesh broke the four-decade-old record of chess legend Garry Kasparov, who won the 
title in 1985 at the age of 22 years, 6 months, and 27 days. The President of the All-India 
Chess Federation, Nitin Narang, congratulated Gukesh on this achievement 
and said, "Gukesh's victory is not just a milestone in his career but 
also inscribes India's name in golden letters in the history of chess. 
Throughout the tournament, he displayed exceptional focus and 
patience, which is truly inspiring. Gukesh has emerged as a role 
model for the youth of today."
Narang said, "After the 'King of Chess,' Viswanathan 
Anand, it would not be wrong to call Gukesh the 
'Crown Prince of Chess.' Today, Gukesh has proven 
himself to be the Abhimanyu of chess, breaking 
through his opponent's defenses 
with the right moves at the 
right time. In the truest sense, 
Gukesh has reaped the rewards 
of his ten years of hard work."

Stellar hundreds from Head, Smith 
put Australia in pole position

Brisbane: Travis Head put an insipid In-
dian bowling attack to sword for his second 
successive hundred while veteran Steve 
Smith wore the opposition down with a 
statement century to put Australia in a fa-
vourable position on day two of  the third 
Test here on Sunday.

Australia reached a commanding 405 for 
7 at stumps courtesy, a 241-run stand be-
tween Head (152 off  160) and Smith (101 off  
190) for the fourth wicket after the visitors 
put them in a spot of  bother at 75 for three 
in the morning.

The Indian bowlers, who impressed in 
the first session, lost their way to allow 
Head and Co to dominate the proceedings.

Jasprit Bumrah (5/72), who came up 
with welcome wickets both in the morning 
and towards the end of  play, was once again 
the stand out bowler for the visitors. It was 
his second five-wicket haul of  the series 
and the overall tally stands at 17.

Leaving Bumrah's brilliance aside, In-
dia's on-field tactics left a lot to be desired 
as Head played yet another game changing 
knock.

Head's hundred came after a match-win-
ning 140 in Adelaide while it was a classical 
Test match knock for Smith, who reached 
three figures for the first time in 25 innings, 
silencing his detractors.

While reaching their personal mile-
stones, Smith now is the international bat-
ter with joint most Test hundreds (10) 
against India alongside Joe Root followed 

by Sir Vivian Richards and Sir Garfield So-
bers (8 each).

Head, since his century in WTC final at 
the Oval in 2023 has been India's nemesis 
with another classic ton in ODI World Cup 
final and two more in the current series. No 
player in last one year has scored more 
runs against India across formats.

Poor tactical calls
The field placements in early part of  

Head's innings were questionable with In-
dia having a deep point and deep square 
leg, allowing the explosive batter to pace 
his innings with singles and doubles earned 
through cuts and whips off  legs.

The short balls were finally attempted 
when Head was well set and he duly put 
them away with disdain but Rohit Sharma 
not playing a third man for his ramp shot 
looked a bit odd. It was more of  reactive 
captaincy from Rohit rather than being 
pro-active.

His special effort included 18 bounda-
ries. Even after tea, too many runs were 
conceded with Ravindra Jadeja (0/76 in 16 
overs) and Nitish Reddy (1/65 in 13 overs) 
opening the bowling as Rohit Sharma 
chose to preserve his frontline pacers for 
the new ball.

Smith's hundred too was of  high quality. 
He preferred to grind it out in the first half  
of  his innings before gaining the confi-
dence to go for his strokes. He changed his 
stance for the third time in as many Tests 
by reverting to his exaggerated shuffle 

across the stumps and that ended up pay-
ing rich dividends. The hands were moving 
well, which has always been integral to his 
game. One bowler, who should consider 
himself  unlucky is Akash Deep who re-
peatedly beat Smith's outside edge without 
much success.

In the morning, Bumrah extended his 
dominance over the Australian openers 
before Reddy got into the act to leave the 
visitors at 104 for three at lunch.

Despite the pressure exerted by the 
Indian pacer, Australia were able to 
muster 76 runs in the session.

With the majority of  day one lost 
due to rain, play started half  an hour 
earlier than scheduled time and it did 
not take long for Bumrah what he has 
done thus far in the series.

Resuming at 28 for no loss, Australia lost 
Usman Khawaja (21 off  54) in the fourth 
over of  the day when Bumrah had him 
caught behind with a ball that straight-
ened slightly to take a faint outside edge. 
It was the third time Bumrah had got rid 
of  the left-handed opener in the series.

In the following over, Bumrah sent 
back Nathan McSweeney (9 off  49) 
for the fourth time in three Tests, 
drawing a thick outside edge from 
an angle that travelled fast to Virat 
Kohli at second slip.

India were able to maintain pres-
sure after the early breakthroughs 
with under pressure Smith and Mar-

nus Labuschagne (12 off  55) looking to oc-
cupy the crease.

Akash and Siraj did a pose a few ques-
tions to both Smith and Labuschagne but 
could not get the desired results.

Reddy, who got the ball to swing, ended 
Labuschagne's vigil in the 34th over of  the 
innings. The India all-rounder drew the 
Australian number three to drive off  a full 
ball and Labuschagne took the bait only to 

be caught by Kohli at second slip, 
leaving Australia at 75 for three.

Two overs later, there was a 
major scare in the Indian 
camp as Siraj walked off  the 

field after feeling discomfort 
in his left leg in the middle 

of  his over. He was seen hold-
ing his left knee but returned 
to the field much to India's 
relief.

Siraj is getting stick from "saints"  
of Australian cricket: Gavaskar
Indian legend Sunil Gavaskar has called out the double standards of the 
Australian cricket pundits for their criticism of Mohammed Siraj's aggressive 
send-off to Travis Head in the Day/Night Test in Adelaide. While Head said 
that Siraj's reaction was uncalled for, the Indian pacer on his part countered 
that the southpaw never said "well bowled" which he claimed to have told 
the media.
ICC warned Head and Siraj was fined 20 percent of his match fee but 
what has irked Gavaskar is the holier than thou attitude of some former 
Australian players."Siraj is getting the stick from all the “saints” in 
Australian cricket who, of course, were known for their impeccable 
behaviour on the field. It may have incensed Australian fans that Siraj's fiery 
send-off was directed at Head, who scored a magnificent century and was 
also the local boy," Gavaskar wrote in his column for Sydney Morning Herald.

AUD 1 million revenue loss for Cricket Australia
Cricket Australia is set to lose AUD 1 million (approx Rs 5.4 crore) in gate receipts after being 
forced to hand out complete refund on tickets sold for the rain-hit day one of the Gabba Test 
between India and Australia.Only 13.2 overs were possible due to heavy downpour on Saturday 
when tickets tickets were sold out. As per CA rules, if a minimum of 15 overs is bowled during the 
day fans are not eligible for a full refund. CA is set to lose a million dollars after being 10 balls 
short of the requisite number.

SCOREBOARD
Australia 1st Innings  (28 for no loss overnight) 

Usman Khawaja c Pant b Bumrah 21

Nathan McSweeney c Kohli b Bumrah 9

Marnus Labuschagne c Kohli b Nitish Reddy 12

Steven Smith c Rohit b Bumrah 101

Travis Head c Pant b Bumrah 152

Mitchell Marsh c Kohli b Bumrah 5

Alex Carey batting 45

Pat Cummins c Pant b Siraj 20

Mitchell Starc batting 7

Extras: (lb-17, w-11, nb-5) 33

Total: 405/7 in 101 overs 

Sanjivani Jadhav tops among Indians
KEBEDE SHINES, KISSA UPSETS EBENYO IN MARATHON

Kolkata: Ethiopian Sutume Kebe-
de retained the women's crown in 
the ninth edition of  Tata Steel 
World 25K, the first World Athletics 
Gold Label Road Race at this dis-
tance, while Ugandan Stephen 
Kissa triumphed over the defend-
ing champion, Daniel Ebenyo from 
Kenya, in men's race on Sunday.

The Indian elite runners also re-
turned with splendid performanc-
es, with Gulveer Singh setting a 
new event record and Sanjeevani 
taking the title in the women's 
category.

Confirming her entry just two 
weeks before the race, Kebede re-
covered from a stomach ailment 
just in time to defend her title here 
in a modest 1:19:17.

Having set a stand-alone World 
Best for 25K here while winning 
last year's race with a time of  
1:18:47, the Ethiopian runner start-
ed her campaign in 2024 with fan-
tastic personal best in half-mara-
thon (1:04:37) and marathon 
(2:15:55) to take the top spots in 
Houston and Tokyo respectively.

Incidentally, her timing in Tokyo 
made her the eighth fastest among 
women marathoners to date.

Coming to Kolkata with confi-
dence and the desire to excel, Ke-
bede started the race with some ini-

tial challenges from Bahrain's Desi 
Jisa, the winner here in 2022, and 
Kenyan Viola Chpengeno, a third-
place finisher in last year's Delhi 
half-marathon.

The Kenyan started fading in the 
waning stages of  the race, thus al-
lowing Kebede to become a clear 
leader after 23K.

The Ethiopian runner's winning 
time would have been better had 
Chepngeno continued with her for 
some more time.  However, Kebede 
signed off  2024 with another win-
ning note.

Chepngeno finished second in 
1:19:44, while Jisa finished a distant 
third at 1:21:29.
Redemption for Kissa
Kissa salvaged some pride after 
logging his first win in an interna-

tional competition in five years.
He suffered two back-to-back de-

bacles as a non-finisher at the 
Olympic Games in Tokyo (10,000m) 
and Paris (Marathon) and took only 
second spots in a couple of  races in 
between.

Hence, making a podium finish 
on his debut at 25K brought a happy 
moment for the Ugandan to cherish 
for a long time.

The race kicked off  with a fair bit 
of  nippiness in the air as the top 
bunch of  Ebenyo, Benson Kipruto, 
Kissa, and Haymanot Alew made 
past the 10K mark at 28:42 but 
upped the ante as they were still a 
f e w  s e c o n d s  b e h i n d  t h e i r 
expectation.
Gulveer, Sanjeevani excel
Gulveer Singh (26) habitually 

breaks the national record in every 
distance event. He has improved 
the national marks in 5000 and 
10,000m twice this year.

The Guangzhou Asian Games 
bronze medallist, who just eight 
weeks ago became the Asian cross-
country champion, is now turning 
his focus towards road running.

Sawan Barwal, the 2023 Asian 
half-marathon bronze medallist, 
led Gulveer in a significant portion 
of  the race. As in the international 
category, Gulveer broke away from 
Sawan and sprinted to finish first 
and also registered another Indian 
Best at this distance by clocking 
1:14:10.

Sawan clocked a close 1:14:11 to 
cross the finish line fractionally 
behind the leader. Gaurav Mathur 
completes the Indian podium in 
third place.

Sanjivani Jadhav, popular 
among women runners in the coun-
try, returned to Kolkata after 2022, 
where she was a top finisher among 
Indians. Kavita Yadav aided her by 
initially challenging Sanjivani be-
fore allowing her to run a solo race. 
The 28-year-old runner improved 
her best by over 5 minutes, winning 
in 1:29:08. Lili Das (1:30:58) and 
Kavita Yadav (1:32:19) took the next 
two spots among Indian women.

Zheng Si Wei and Huang Ya Qiong of China is congratulated by Chen Tang Jie 
and Toh Ee Wei of Malaysia after winning in the mixed doubles badminton match 
finals at the World Tour Finals in China on Sunday.  Pic: PTI

Kuala Lumpur: Riding on 
a brilliant four-wicket haul 
by 17-year-old spinner Son-
am Yadav and an entertain-
ing batting by G Kamilini, 
India thrashed Pakistan by 
nine wickets in a Group A 
match of  the U19 Women's 
T20 Asia Cup here on 
Sunday.

Left-arm spinner Sonam 
delivered her best interna-
tional bowling figures of  4 
for 6, helping India restrict 
the arch-rivals to just 67/7 
in 20 overs. The total was 
then overhauled in 7.5 
overs, with Kamilini play-

ing a stroke-filled, unbeat-
en knock of  44 runs off  just 
29 deliveries.

Electing to bat after win-
ning the toss, only two Pa-
kistan players, opener 
Komal Khan (24) and Fati-
ma Khan (11) managed 
double-digit scores, with 
Sonam slaying the entire 
middle-order to send them 
reeling at 43 for six.

In reply, India lost open-
er Trisha Gongadi for a 
duck before Kamilini and 
Sanika Chalke (19 not out) 
were involved in an unbeat-
en match-winning 67-run 

partnership.
Wicketkeeper-batter Ka-

milini, 16, smashed four 
boundaries and three sixes 
to decimate the feeble Paki-
stan attack.

India will next play Ne-
pal in their last Group A 
outing on Tuesday before 
the teams for the Super 
Four stage are decided.

Pakistan U19: 67 for 7 in 
20 overs (Komal Khan 24, 
Sonam Yadav 4/6) lost to 
India U19: 68 for 1 in 7.5 
overs (G Kamilini 44 not 
out) by 9 wickets.

-PTI

India beat Pakistan in Women's Cup


