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Act on crimes against
women with urgency: PM

New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi Thurs-
day said state governments
should act on crimes
against women with “ut-
most urgency” and called
for instilling deterrence
among perpetrators, his
comments coming in the
backdrop of the alleged
rape and murder of a train-
ee doctor in Kolkata.

Addressing the nation
from the ramparts of the
Red Fort on the 78th Inde-
pendence Day, Modi ex-
pressed profound concern
over incidents of rape and
violence against women
and said he can feel the out-
rage of people.

“Crimes against women
should be probed swiftly,
and stringent punishment
given to those who commit
such demonic acts,” Modi
said, stressing the need
for societal introspection
and creating fear of conse-
quences among
perpetrators.

“Today, from the Red
Fort, I want to express my
pain. As a society, we will
have to think seriously
about the atrocities against
our mothers, sisters, and
daughters. There is anger
among common people be-
cause of this. I can feel that
rage,” he said.

He also said such dis-
turbing incidents continue
to occur.

The fear of punishment
must be instilled among the

perpetrators, he said.
“Those who commit such
sins should know that they
will be hanged.”

He also urged the coun-
try, society, and state gov-
ernments to “address this
matter with utmost
urgency”.

“There must be a swift
investigation into crimes
against women, and those
responsible for these hor-
rific acts should face strict
punishment without de-
lay,” he said.

His comments come in
the backdrop of the horrific
rape and murder of an on-
duty trainee doctor at a gov-
ernment hospital in Kolka-
ta last week which led to
widespread protests. The
postgraduate trainee doc-
tor was allegedly raped and
brutally murdered on Au-
gust 9. A civic volunteer
was arrested in connection
with the crime the next day.

Addressing the issue of
advancements in women’s
rights, Modi discussed the
extension of paid maternity

leave from 12 weeks to 26
weeks.

“The extension of paid i

maternity leave is not just
about respect for women
but also about making

thoughtful decisions to en- :
sure that the child in a i

mother’s care becomes an
exemplary citizen,” he said.

He underscored that this
change reflects a compas-
sionate and constitutional
approach to supporting
working mothers and their
children.

He hailed the inclusion
of approximately 10 crore
new women in self-help
groups, highlighting their
growing role in family deci-
sion-making and broader
social change.

“We are proud to see that
women are becoming eco-
nomically self-reliant.
When women become self-

reliant, they participate in

family decision-making
processes, which will en-
sure significant social
transformation,” he said.

tween the global success of
Indian CEOs and the
achievements of these
women. “While our CEOs
gain global recognition, one
crore women are becoming
Lakhpati Didis”.

Modi said the govern-
ment has allocated between
Rs 10 and 20 lakh to these
groups with a total of Rs 9
lakh crore provided in sup-
port so far.

Hospital may
take weeks to
restore

Kolkata: Rooms and spac-
es housing 18 departments

i have been vandalised by a
mob in state-run R G Kar

Medical College and Hospi-
tal and it may take weeks
for restoration, a senior of-

ficial of the health depart- :

ment said on Thursday.

Massive vandalism was
witnessed in the emergen-
cy, staffers’ room, changing
room for nurses and medi-
cine store in the interven-
ing night of Wednesday
and Thursday, he said, add-
ing almost all the CCTV
cameras were also broken.

A portion of the seminar
hall, where a woman doctor
was allegedly raped and
murdered, was also vandal-
ised and doors were dam-
aged, he said.

A group of around 40 peo-
ple entered the hospital and
vandalised the emergency

i department, nursing station, :
and medicine store, while

also damaging CCTV cam-
eras and ransacking a stage
where junior doctors had

been demonstrating since :
Modi drew a parallel be- :

August 9 protesting the al-
leged rape and murder of the
woman postgraduate trainee
there and demanding secu-
rity at their workplace.

The West Bengal Doctors’
Forum (WBDF) strongly
condemned the unprece-
dented violence and vandal-
ism that took place at the
hospital past midnight on
Independence Day.
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Ajit hints at withdrawal from Baramati

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Anticipating pos-
sible debacle in Baramati
Assembly constituency, the

i Deputy Chief Minister Ajit

Pawar on Thursday went on
backfoot and announced
that he is not interested to
contest the forthcoming
election to the state Assem-
bly. This has virtually cre-
ated flutter in the political
circle.

Pawar said that till now I
have contested seven to
eight elections. But now I
am not interested in enter-
ing the fray this time

around. If the parliamen-
tary board of the party de-
cides then my son Jay Pa-
war will contest from
Baramati.

Significantly, a couple

days ago Ajit Pawar regret-
ted the Pawar versus Pawar
battle in Baramati in Lok
Sabha elections this year.
Against this backdrop he
expressed his reluctance to

contest from Baramati.

Meanwhile, the sources
have also pointed out that
Pawar hasn’t said that he
will not contest. That means
a window is still open. News
is doing the rounds that he
might contest from Karjat-
Jamkhed constituency in
Ahmednagar district. Pres-
ently Rohit Pawar Rohit Pa-
war, the grandnephew of
Sharad Pawar is represent-
ing this constituency.

State NCP chief Sunil
Tatkare later said Ajit Pa-
war did not say that he
would not contest the com-
ing assembly elections.

Family gets back

bag containing
Rs 25 lakh worth
of gold

Mumbai: A family man-
aged to get back a bag

containing gold worth Rs H
25 lakh that was left be- :

hind in an aggregator cab
in Jogeshwariin the west-
ern part of Mumbai, a
police official said on
Thursday.

The search for the bag
started after 46-year-old
businessman Nazir Ul

Hasan approached Oshi- :
wara police station on Au-

gust 10 and filed a com-
plaint about the missing
ornaments, he said.

“As per Hasan’s com-
plaint, his family had
travelled from Vasai in
neighbouring Palghar
district to Jogeshwari on

August 9 in an Uber cab. :
After they alighted at

Adarsh Nagar in Jogesh-
wari, the family collected
the luggage but soon real-
ised one piece was miss-
ing. A call to the driver of
the cab did not elicit a
proper answer and then

he refused to respond,” :
i killed three children was

the official said.

15-year-old charged
with rioting in UK

London: A 15-year-old
boy on Thursday became
the first person to be
charged with rioting fol-
lowing a wave of violent
unrest that swept across
the UK.

Britain’s Crown Prose-
cution Service said the
teen, who cannot be iden-
tified for legal reasons,
would appear at South
Tyneside Youth Court
later Thursday and be
asked to enter a plea. He
was charged following dis-
order in Sunderland in
northern England on Au-
gust 2.

“This defendant is one
of a number of individu-
als who we expect will be
charged with riot,” said
Gale Gilchrist, chief
crown prosecutor for
northeast England.

Hundreds of people
have been arrested since
riots erupted on July 30
after misinformation
spread online that the sus-
pect in a knife attack that

a Muslim asylum-seeker.

Protesters fuelled by far-
right activists attacked a
mosque in the town of
Southport, where the girls
were Kkilled, and the vio-
lence soon spread to cities
and towns across the
country.

Many have been
charged with violent dis-
order and sentenced, but

no one had so far been
charged with rioting, a
more serious offense that
carries a maximum pen-
alty of 10 years in prison.

Last week, a 26-year-old
man who used social me-
dia to encourage people to
torch hotels that house
asylum-seekers was sen-
tenced to more than three
years in prison.

’Mpox case in Sweden first outside Africa

By Correspondent

Mumbai: A day after the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) mpox a global public
health emergency for the
second time in two years
Sweden reported its first
mpox case on Thursday.
With this, Sweden has also
become the first country out-
side the African continent to
report the more contagious
strain of mpox virus.

“A person who sought
care in Stockholm has been
diagnosed with mpox
caused by the clade I vari-
ant. It is the first case
caused by clade I to be diag-
nosed outside the African
continent,” Sweden’s Pub-
lic Health Agency said in a
statement.

 World Health
Jrganization

WHO Director General
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said the emer-
gence of a new clade of
mpox, its rapid spread in
eastern DRC, and the re-
porting of cases in several
neighbouring countries are

very worrying. “On top of
outbreaks of other mpox
clades in DRC and other
countries in Africa, it’s clear
that a coordinated interna-
tional response is needed to
stop these outbreaks and
save lives,” he said.

The mpox outbreak was
reported in Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC) that
has spread to other
countries.

What is mpox?

Mpozx, formerly known as
monkeypox, is a viral dis-
ease primarily spread
through close contact with
an infected person or ani-
mal. This can include di-
rect contact with body flu-
ids, skin lesions,
respiratory droplets, or
contaminated materials
like bedding. The virus can
also be transmitted from
animals to humans, typi-
cally through a bite,
scratch, or direct contact
with the animal’s bodily
fluids.

7 TTP terrorists killed in Pakistan

Peshawar: Seven terrorists
belonging to the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan were
killed by the security forces
during an encounter in the
restive Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa province, the army said

i on Thursday.

In a statement, the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) - the media wing of
the army - said that an intel-
ligence-based operation
was conducted on the re-
ported presence of terror-
ists in the Kurram district.

It said security forces ef-
fectively engaged terrorists
of the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), and seven
were killed while five were
injured.

“Khwarij’s (terrorists)
hideout was also busted and

alarge quantity of weapons,
ammunition & explosives
was recovered,” it said, add-
ing that the slain terrorists
were involved in numerous
terrorist activities against
the security forces as well as
innocent civilians.
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Performance Anxiety Sparks

Tensions Between ShivSenaand N(P

By Abhijit Mulye

Mumbai: As Maharashtra’s state
assembly elections loom, rising per-
formance anxiety is fueling tensions
between the Shiv Sena and the Na-
tionalist Congress Party (NCP). The
discord, which surfaced during a
recent state cabinet meeting, re-
flects a broader competition be-
tween the two coalition partners
that could soon permeate down to
the grassroots level, with both par-
ties eyeing similar constituencies.
At the Tuesday cabinet meeting,
several significant decisions were
made, including a politically
charged extension of city council
heads’ tenures from 2.5 to 5 years.
However, it was not the decisions
themselves but a heated exchange
between Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar that prolonged the meet-
ing. According to sources, the delay

stemmed from a dispute over a pro-
posal sent by the Chief Minister’s
office to the finance department.

The Chief Minister’s office was
reportedly pressing for the file’s
swift approval, while Finance Min-
ister and DCM Ajit Pawar insisted
on a thorough review before sign-
ing. During the meeting, when Pa-
war reiterated his need for time to
scrutinize the file, CM Shinde re-
torted, reminding him of the nu-
merous files he had cleared for Pa-
war without similar scrutiny. The
jab reportedly stung the Deputy
Chief Minister, leading to a visible
escalation in tempers. Shiv Sena
ministers, including Tanaji Sawant,
also became more aggressive follow-
ing the exchange, according to a
senior official from the CMO.

Such confrontations were com-
mon during the previous Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi (MVA) government, but
the Maha Yuti alliance had, until

recently, enjoyed a relatively peace-
ful tenure. However, the intensify-
ing rivalry between the two parties
is now tarnishing the ruling coali-
tion’s reputation, the official
added.

In addition to the spat with DCM
Pawar, CM Shinde expressed dissat-
isfaction with the sudden removal
of Agriculture Secretary V. Radha.
The issue arose when Minister
Dhananjay Munde, rather than the
department’s secretary, began read-
ing the crop survey summary. Upon
inquiry, Shinde was informed that
the previous secretary had been re-
lieved of her duties. This unexpect-
ed change irked the Chief Minister,
while Munde also voiced his frustra-
tion over the repeated rejection of
proposals related to Nano Urea.

The meeting was further marred
by a clash between two secretaries.
Women and Child Development Sec-
retary Anup Yadav, while discuss-
ing the government’s new flagship
scheme ‘Ladki Bahin’, criticized the
lack of AADHAR linkage for 2.7 mil-
lion eligible women. When IT Secre-
tary Parag Jain offered suggestions,
Yadav brusquely told him to focus
on his own department. CM Shinde
intervened, reminding Yadav that
everyone present had the right to
contribute ideas.

These incidents highlight the
growing friction within Maharash-
tra’s ruling alliance, as the stakes
rise ahead of the elections.

CMwillbedecided afterelections: Patole

Nagpur: Maharashtra Congress
chief Nana Patole on Wednesday
said the Opposition’s Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi alliance will decide
its chief minister after the as-

sembly elections.

Maharashtra prospered due
to the efforts of the first chief
minister Yashwantrao Chavan
and the chief ministers who fol-
lowed him, but the BJP-led Ma-
hayuti government has “mort-

reporters here.

liance’s CM face.

gaged this prosperous state to
Gujarat”, he alleged, talking to

“The Maha Vikas Aghadi (of
Congress, NCP-SP and Shiv Se-
na-UBT) will together decide on
the post of chief minister after
the elections. Hence, Congress
does not want to talk about it
now,” he said in reply to a ques-
tion about who would be the al-

Students of Anjuman-E-Islam School and College celebrate Independence Day, at CSMT, in Mumbai on Thursday
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By Correspondent

Mumbai: Tension was cre-
ated for some time in Mum-
bra city yesterday morning
when the Social Democrat-
ic Party of On one hand the

: entire country was cele-
i brating Independence Day
i yesterday, in Mumbra near
i Thane witnessed some un-

rest over the posters of
Tipu Sultan.

On the occasion of Inde-
pendence Day, the Social
Democratic Party of India
(SDPI) took out a tricolour

i procession. The SDPI
: workers were seen with the
i tricolour and posters of
i Tipu Sultan in their hands.

When police objected to the
poster of Tipu the mob
started the heated argu-
ments with them. The ver-

¢ bal scuffle went on for

some time.

A banner and posters of
Tipu Sultan were displayed
in the tricolor rally which
created tension in the city.
When police noticed the
posters they intervened
and stopped the rally. The
cops asked organisers to
remove the placards with
the poster of Tipu Sultan.

However, the workers of
the organization started
arguing with police offi-
cials. They raised the que-
ry that why should they
remove the poster. Heated
argument went on for some
time. Initially the SDPI
workers refused to remove
the banner. As aresult ten-
sion was created for some
time.

After some time the
workers relented and mob
was dispersed and the rally
was concluded peacefully.
Along with the posters of
Tipu placards of Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj, Doc-
tor Babasaheb Ambedkar,
Mahatma Gandhi, Rani
Laxmibai and other free-
dom fighters were also
seen in this rally.

Two days ago, the poster
of Tipu Sultan, which was

put up in the same area,
was later removed by the
municipal administration.
SDPI workers gathered at
Mumbra railway station
and took the march up to
Kausa. A chunk of people
associated with the outfit
participated in this proces-
sion. The situation is un-
der total control and total-
ly normal, police clarified.

After this incident, BJP
leader MLA Nitesh Rane
said that some jihadists are
staying in Mumbra and
other places in
Maharashtra.

It may be recalled that
the celebration of Tipu
Sultan’s birth anniversary
has caused many contro-
versies. Two years ago, the
BJP had opposed naming
of the sports complex in
Malad after Tipu Sultan.

Need all party meet for quota issue: Ajit Pawar

Pune: Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar
on Thursday batted for an
all-party meeting to discuss
the Maratha quota issue.

Talking to PTI during his
Jan Sanman Yatra, Pawar
said the opposition parties
cannot be neglected since
they too represent the
people.

"Maratha quota activist
Manoj Jarange wants quota
under OBC segment. Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
had called an all party meet-
ing to discuss the quota is-
sue but the opposition
stayed away. I don't know if
the boycott was deliberate.
It has been decided to seek
their (opposition) time
again," he said.

Hailing the Mukhyam-
natri Ladki Bahin Yojana,
under which women get Rs
1,500 per month as aid if
their annual family income
is less than Rs 2.5 lakh, Pa-
war said it will be launched
on August 17 at an event in
Balewadi here with benefi-
ciaries getting money for
July and August. The event
will be attended by CM

Shinde and Deputy CM De-
vendra Fadnavis.
Itisatransparent scheme
in which money is trans-
ferred to accounts linked to
the beneficiary's Aadhaar,
leaving no room for any il-
legality, Pawar added.
Slamming the opposition
for calling it an election gim-
mick that would burden the
exchequer, Pawar said he
had presented 10 budgets
and knew about finances.
On the issue of raising
resources, Pawar said Ma-
harashtra accounts for 16
per cent of the country's
GST collections, with 50 per
cent coming back to the
state. Moreover, the state

also has revenue coming in
from excise and other taxes,
Pawar pointed out.

Pawar said his Jan San-
man Yatra was getting a
good response from women,
adding that schemes meant
from them as well as farm-
ers and youth were well re-
ceived since beneficiaries
include the poor and from
all castes.

Speaking about seat shar-
ing for the upcoming state
polls, Pawar said he had spo-
ken to CM Shinde and Fad-
navis two to three times and
the talks were positive.

Everyone wants to con-
test from maximum seats
and a solution will be found,
he added.

On being asked if the
polls could be held in No-
vember, he said there was
such a buzz but added the
schedule was the preroga-
tive of the election commis-
sion and "not in our hands".

Asked whether the mis-
take he alluded to in connec-
tion with the Baramati Lok
Sabha fight between Supri-
ya Sule and his wife Sunetra
was political or personal, he

said, "There is nothing de-
liberate on speaking about
mistake. I am the master of
my mind. I speak my mind.
I am a straightforward
person."

Pawar said he now has
the huge responsibility of
leading his party (after the
split). "Till now (Sharad) Pa-
war saheb was our leader,
our chief. When I joined
politics, we were in the Con-
gress and there were many
leaders. In 1999, the NCP got
formed. From 2004, I got
more responsibility and I
started enjoying my job.
Now the final decision is
mine," he said.

He refused to speak on
the splitin the Pawar house-
hold (due to the NCP's break
up) and asserted such mat-
ters need not be discussed in
an open forum just because
he was a public figure.

"I am a public figure but I
would not like to speak
about my family. I will
speak about my family with-
in the family," he said.

On a question about
chances of reuniting with
Sharad Pawar, the deputy

CM said, "I will only speak
about my work and vision

for Maharashtra. We will §
tell people to give us a :

chance again so that we can
bring more funds for the
state. The opposition is al-
ways negative."

Asked to compare bitter

rivals CM Shinde and Shiv :
Sena (UBT) leader and for-

mer CM Uddhav Thackeray,
Pawar said, "Everyone is
different in behaviour and
temperament. But everyone
works for Maharashtra's in-
terests and development.
Shinde has worked with
Thackeray for several years.

What happened between :

Rail passengers to tone down protest

them only Shinde can say."

On former Mumbai po-
lice commissioner Param
Bir Singh's claims about
moves to get Fadnavis and

some other leaders arrested :
during MVA rule, Pawar i

said he knew nothing about
the matter.

"I have never heard any-
thing about this. I do not do
any negative work. Every-
one knows me. I do what I

feel right," the NCP chief
! marathon 2.5-hour meeting

asserted.

Sanjéy Raut
Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“When Uddhav Thackeray
was chief minister, he
hoisted the national

| flag at Mantralaya on
Independence Day. Next
year, on Independence
Day, the chief minister of
Thackeray-2 government,
will hoist the national flag
at Mantralaya.”

By Correspondent

Mumkba: Rail passengers’
associations on Wednesday
decided to tone down the
protest planned on August
22, saying they would not
enter railway station prem-
ises or influence commuters
to sport black bands or par-
ticipate in the stir. The deci-
sion was taken following a

between the associations
and Central Railway (CR).

“We will participate in
the protest on August 22 in-
directly. Although we will
wear white shirts and sport
black bands, as planned ear-
lier, we will not distribute
bands inside railway station
premises,” said Nandkumar
Deshmukh, president,
Thane Railway Pravasi
Sangh.

The protest was initially
planned over demands like
ensuring timely services of
suburban locals, giving pri-
ority to suburban trains
over long-distance trains
during peak hours, ade-
quate utilisation of the fifth
and sixth lines for separat-
ing long-distance and sub-
urban trains, and creating a
unified transport body for
Mumbai and MMR.

Shinde capitalises

By Shoumojit Banerjee

Mumbai: Amid much fan-
fare, a book on the life of
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde was inaugurated
last week which saw the at-
tendance of Maharashtra’s
political créme de la créme.

The book titled ‘Yodha
Karmyogi - Eknath Shinde’,
detailing Shinde’s hard-
scrabble life projects the
Chief Minister as a Stakh-
anovite struggler who beat
the political odds to reach
the top.

Besides Governor C.P.
Radhakrishnan and Deputy
CMs Devendra Fadnavis
and Ajit Pawar, the entire
Shinde family including the
CM'’s father were also pre-
sent on the occasion.

The book launch saw Ajit
Pawar lavishing praise on
Shinde, calling him “a real

hero” and commending the
CM’s boldness to exit the
Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment and again to establish
a new government (Mah-
ayuti) with two other alli-
ance partners (BJP and Ajit
Pawar’s NCP).

The book release follows
close on the heels of a film
‘Dharmaveer 2’ — a sequel
which further explores the
saga of Shinde’s fiery men-
tor, the late Anand Dighe -
known as the Bal Thacker-
ay of Thane - with the
pointed tagline ‘Traitors of
Hindutva will not be
spared’.

The strategic timing of
both the book and the film
release, on occasion of
Shinde’s completion of two
years in office, was not lost
on anyone. Ahead of the
crucial State Assembly
election, Shinde’s Shiv

Sena is throwing every-
thing into the kitchen sink
in taking the war to the ri-
val Shiv Sena (UBT) camp
led by Uddhav Thackeray,
erstwhile CM and Sena
(UBT) chief.

In June 2022, the crisis
triggered by Shinde’s re-
volt, which vertically split
the 57-year-old Shiv Sena
founded by Uddhav’s father
- the late Bal Thackeray —
and had toppled the tripar-
tite Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government led by
Uddhav, had dramatically
altered Maharashtra’s po-
litical equation.

The first part of ‘Dhar-
maveer’, touching on
Anand Dighe’s life and
Shinde’s relationship with
his mentor, was released
prior to Shinde’s rebellion,
thus projecting him as
Dighe’s heir and the true

legatee of the Shiv Sena’s
ideals as envisioned by Bal
Thackeray.

In the period between his
revolt and the Lok Sabha
election, the ruling Shiv
Sena faction have strenu-
ously projected Shinde’s
image of a humble and
hard-working doer, some-
one not born with a ‘plati-
num spoon’ like Aaditya
Thackeray, Uddhav’s son.

The Shinde camp have
striven to show the coterie
around Thackeray as arro-
gant, with the Sena (UBT)
chief considered a faineant
chief, inaccessible to his
MILAS or the party cadre.

However, despite Shin-
de’s personal qualities and
strong equation with the
BJP, there has long been a
perception that his influ-
ence as CM has remained
circumscribed only to his

his struggle

stronghold Thane.

The Uddhav Thackeray
led Sena (UBT) won nine of
the 21 seats it contested on
(within the opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi) in the
general election while Shin-
de’s Shiv Sena won seven of
the 15 seats it was allotted
within the ruling Mahayuti
coalition. It also had the
best strike rate in the ruling
coalition: the BJP per-
formed dismally managing
to win barley nine of the 29
seats while Ajit Pawar’s
NCP won just one of the
four seats it fought on.

The Shinde Sena’s per-
formance belied the dire
predictions of political Cas-
sandras, who, prior to the
Lok Sabha had claimed the
CM'’s party would manage
to win barely a couple of
Lok Sabha seats.

The Lok Sabha results

have proved that the reso-
nance of the ‘Thackeray’
name still endures, with a
significant section of the
party rank-and-file remain-
ing aligned to Uddhav
Thackeray despite the Elec-

tion Commission awarding
the Shiv Sena name and
iconic ‘bow and arrow’ sym-
bol to Shinde’s faction.

As the clock ticks ever
closer to the Assembly elec-
tion, it remains to be seen if

Shinde, with the release of
a book and a film convince
the electorate that he, and
not Uddhav Thackeray, is
the real legatee of political
ideals of Bal Thackeray and
Anand Dighe.
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Onecrorewomento

enefit: Fadnavis

By Shoumojit Banerjee

Mumbai : Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis on Thurs-
day said more than one
crore eligible women in
the state will start getting
Rs 1,500 financial assis-
tance per month under the
government’s ‘Ladki Ba-
hin’ scheme after its
launch on August 17.

Speaking to reporters,
he said some eligible wom-
en already received Rs
3,000 as the instalment for
two months on Wednesday
during the scheme’s trial
run.

“The scheme is set to
commence this Saturday.
The state government ex-
pects that more than one
crore eligible women will
begin receiving Rs 1,500
per month,” he said.

The state government
initially announced the
scheme’s launch on Au-
gust 17. However, it has
now been clarified that
July will be considered
the starting month of the
Mukhyamantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana. Eligi-
ble women will receive an
initial instalment of Rs
3,000 (for two months), he
said.

The scheme was includ-
ed in the supplementary

‘LADKI BAHIN’
SCHEME

budget of the Maharashtra
government and is project-
ed to incur an annual cost
of Rs 46,000 crore to the
state exchequer.

This is a flagship scheme
of the Eknath Shinde-led
Maharashtra government
on the lines of the ‘Ladli
Behna Yojana’ in Madhya
Pradesh introduced by the

previous Shivraj Singh
Chouhan-led dispensation.

Assembly elections in i
Maharashtra are likely to :
be held in October or

November.

The government, in
which Shiv Sena, BJP and
NCP are sharing power, is
trying to project the finan-
cial assistance being pro-
vided under the Ladki Ba-
hin scheme as the Raksha
Bandhan gift to women.

celebrated on Monday.

actor

“Make a rule on
this Independence
Day. Capital
punishment for the
rapists. Free the
women from their
womenhood.”

Freedom Tail to be
completed in January

By Correspondent

Mumbai: The Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Cor-
poration’s (BMC) ‘Free-
dom Trail’ project is
likely to be completed in
January next year. The
project is meant to re-
vamp a 2-km pathway be-
tween August Kranti
maidan and Swarajya
Bhoomi. This stretch con-
tains several landmarks
integral to the Independ-
ence movement.

The pathway will high-
light several landmarks
crucial to India’s inde-
pendence movement, in-
cluding the modest hall
on Tejpal Road where the
Indian National Congress

was founded by Allan Oc-
tavian Hume in 1885, and
the August Kranti Maid-
an, where Mahatma Gan-
dhi launched the Quit In-
dia movement.

The project was initiat-
ed in 2022 to mark the 80th
anniversary of the Quit
India Movement. It aims
to enhance the footpath
with basalt stones while
preserving the historical
significance of the area.

The BMC has made a
provision of Rs 16 crore

for this project. Almost 80 :
per cent work of the pro- :

jectis reportedly complet-
ed. The only work remain-

ing is the stretch between :
Wilson College and
i said.

Swarajya Bhoomi.

Australian
dischargesin
drugscase

{ Mumbai: A special court
i discharged an Australian
i national booked in con-
i nection with the drugs
i casefiled after the death of
i actor Sushant Singh Ra-
: jput stating that there is
i no evidence against him.

Paul Bartels was

i booked with the Narcot-
i ics Control Bureau (NCB)
i claimingthat heis adrug
¢ distributor, linking him
i to co-accused including,
i Agisilaos Dematriadeas
i who is the brother of ac-

tor Arjun Rampal’s part-
ner. Bartels is the first
accused to be discharged
in the case.

“...there is no suffi-
cient ground for proceed-

: ingagainst the applicant/
i accused. As there is no
i material to prove the fac-
i tum of actual involve-

ment of the applicant/
accused in the commis-
sion of the alleged of-
fence, no charge can be
framed against the appli-
cant/accused No.25 (Bar-

i tels) on the basis of the

material on record,” spe-
cial judge Mahesh K Jad-
hav said in the order
passed on August 9.

Metro-1
crosses five

lakhfootfalls

Raksha Bandhan will be :

Mumbai: The city’s first
metro line has crossed
the footfall of five lakh
passengers. The line Ver-
sova-Andheri-Ghatkopar
is also called the Blue

: Line. Most of the passen-
i gersboarded and alighted
i at Andheri, Ghatkopar,
i Saki Naka and Western

Express Highway sta-
tions where the Blue Line
meets suburban trains,
Metro 7, 2A, and also con-
nects commercial and of-
fice spaces.

The weekday ridership

on the Blue Line in 2023
i wasintherange of 4lakh
i to 4.50 lakh. From Janu-

ary to July, it stood at 4.50
lakh to 4.60 lakh. At the
beginning of August 2024,
it went up to around 4.85
lakh and reached 5,00,385

i on August 13.
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Devotees carry the Idol Lord Gana
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pati to the pandal ahead of the Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in Mumbai on

Pic: Bhushan Kayande

By Abhijit Mulye

Mumbai: In a robust dis-
play of resolve, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi deliv-
ered his 11th Independence
Day address from the Red

i Fort on Thursday, under-

scoring that recent elector-
al setbacks have not damp-
ened his administration’s
spirit. Addressing the na-
tion, Modi signalled that
despite the government’s

: reliance on coalition part-
i nerssuch as the Janata Dal
¢ (United) and the Telugu De-
i sam Party—both of which

may not fully align with his
policy agenda—the admin-
istration remains steadfast
in pursuing key reforms
outlined in the party’s
manifesto.

In his 78th Independence

Day speech, Modi reaf-
i firmed his commitment to
: ambitious policy initiatives,

including the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) and the ‘One
Nation, One Election’ pro-
posal. Reflecting on the vi-
sion of the Constitution’s

* framers, he emphasized the

=N
necessity of transitioning
to a secular civil code, as-
serting that a communal
civil code has prevailed for
75 years and must now be
replaced to eradicate reli-
gious discrimination.

“The need of the hour is
a secular civil code,” Modi
declared. “We have lived
under a communal civil
code for decades; now it is
time for change. Only then
can we achieve true free-
dom from religious dis-
crimination.” He invited
citizens from all walks of

. Teen girl goes

to friend’s
birthday
celebration,

Thane: A 16-year-old girl
who went for a birthday
celebration on August 12
has gone missing, a Thane
police official said on
Thursday.

The girl, a resident of
Dombivali, went to her
friend’s house for the
birthday function and is
untraceable since, the
Vishnunagar police sta-
tion official said.

“A kidnapping case has
been registered under

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita :

provisions on Tuesday on
the complaint of the

child’s parents. Further :
i board. Despite the best ef-

probe is underway,” he

Chief Minister Eknath Shinde appreciated the inaugural edition of The Pefect

Voice on Thirsday.

By Correspondent

Mumbai: A Varanasi-
Mumbai flight of Akasa Air
with 172 passengers on
board on Thursday made an
emergency landing at the
Raja Bhoj Airport here af-
ter a passenger fell sick, an
official said.

While the passenger was
declared dead after an ex-
amination by doctors, the
flight left for Mumbai at
around 6pm after manda-
tory inspection formalities
were completed, an official
said.

Akasa Air flight QP1492,

i flying from Varanasi to

Mumbai on 15 August 2024,
made a diversion and land-
ed in Bhopal on account of
a medical emergency on

forts of our cabin crew and

s =k
a doctor on board who pro-
vided immediate assistance,
the passenger, unfortunate-
ly, passed away,” the airline
said in a statement.

“Our thoughts are with
the relatives and loved ones
of the deceased passenger.
We acknowledge the efforts
of our cabin crew and the
assisting doctor for their
swift response to this emer-
gency,” the airline added.

Later in the evening, air-
port director Ramji Awasthi
told PTI, “The flight left for
Mumbai at 6pm after the
aircraft maintenance engi-
neer of the airline arrived

*%
......"".nl_luﬁm Sealtll
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Akasa makes emergency landing

from Ahmedabad and gave
the mandatory green light
for the onward journey af-
ter examination.”

Awasthi said airport au-
thorities asked Air India to
provide refreshments to the
passengers during the stop
over since Akasa Air does
not operate from the Raja
Bhoj facility.

The pilot contacted the

Air Traffic Control and :
made emergency landing at

11.40 am after a passenger
faced a serious health issue,

and he was rushed to hospi-
tal in a critical condition, :

Awasthi told PTI earlier.

life to engage in discussions
to realize this vision.

Modi also praised the
Ram Nath Kovind commit-
tee’s report on the feasibil-
ity of One Nation, One Elec-
tion, and called on political
leaders to actively partici-
pate in advancing this con-
cept. “Standing before the
tricolour from the Red Fort,
I urge all political parties
who respect the Constitu-
tion to maximize the use of
India’s resources for its
progress and to work to-
wards realizing the dream

PM’s Independence Day Speech:
‘Unwavering Resolve

of One Nation, One Elec-
tion for the common good,”
Modi asserted.

The Prime Minister’s
stance on these contentious
issues may not be well re-
ceived by his coalition part-
ners. The JD(U) was the
first to respond, expressing
reservations about the
UCC. JD(U) spokesperson
Neeraj Kumar emphasized
the need for extensive con-
sultations with diverse reli-
gious and regional groups.
“The UCC is a highly sensi-
tive issue that requires
broad-based discussions to
build a consensus,” Kumar
stated.

While the TDP has yet to
publicly respond, its reli-
ance on Muslim voters sug-
gests it may be wary of
openly supporting the UCC
and other controversial
reforms.

Despite potential friction
with coalition allies, Modi’s
speech has signalled a clear
intent to persist with the
government’s core promis-
es by focusing on its elec-
toral pledges.

Elderly man booked
for molesting girl

Thane: The Thane Police
have registered a case
against an elderly man in
Thane district of Maha-
rashtra for allegedly mo-
lesting an 11-year-old girl,
an official said on
Thursday.

Theincident occurred in
February and again on Au-
gust 5in the building where
the accused and the victim
live, he said.

As per the complaint, the
61-year-old accused took
the minor to the terrace of
the building, located in
Mumbra area, and the park-
ing area and touched her
inappropriately and mo-
lested her, the official said.

Based on a complaint

i lodged by the victim, the

police on Wednesday regis-
tered the FIR under section
74 (assault or use of crimi-
nal force to woman with
intent to outrage her mod-
esty) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
also the Protection Of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act against the ac-
cused at Mumbra police
station.

This is the third such in-
cident in Thane district in
last couple of months. The
residents have complained
that the miscreants are
roaming free withour fear
of the law. They have de-
manded that strict action
should be taken against the
culprits and the girls should
be provided protection.

. Merchant duped

of Rs 21lakh

Thane: A cloth merchant

from Bhiwandi in Maha- :
rashtra’s Thane district :

was allegedly cheated of
Rs 21.43 lakh by five per-
sons from Gujarat, an of-
ficial said on Thursday.

Based on a complaint :
filed by the 55-year-old
victim, the police have

registered a case against
the accused, he said. “The
accused had purchased
grey cloth from the com-

plainant between April i
and August 2023, but did :

not pay the bill amount of
Rs 21,43,097. Despite re-
peated reminders, the ac-
cused did not respond to

his calls, after which the
man lodged the police
! complaint.”

. Man booked for cheating

three persons of Rs 1.92 crore

Thane: Police have regis-
tered a case against a man
from Navi Mumbai in Maha-
rashtra for allegedly cheat-
ing three persons to the tune
of Rs 1.92 crore on the pre-
text of procuring wine shop
licences for them, an official
said on Thursday.

The Bhiwandi police in
Thane district registered
the case against Amol
Shahji Patil, a resident of
Ulwe in Navi Mumbai for
duping the trio residing in
Dombivli.

“In July 2021, the accused
approached the victim pos-
ing as a staffer of Mantra-
laya (state secretariat in
Mumbai) and told them that
he could obtain liquor li-

: cences for two shops. He

also showed the signed doc- ;
uments purported to be is- :

sued by the state excise de-
partment,” he said.
He took a total of Rs

1,92,24,593 from the three :
victims between June 2021 :

and December 2023 and gave
them the wine shop licence
copy, which he claimed was

issued by the Thane district :

collector and the excise
department.
The victims later realised

that they were duped and :

lodged a police complaint.
The case against Patil was

registered under Indian Pe-

nal Code (IPC) sections 420

(cheating), 467, 468 and 471 :
(all pertaining to forgery) at | g
Shanti Nagar police station § |

and others.

By Correspondent

Mumbai: The Maharash-
tra Housing and Area De-
velopment Authority
(MHADA) celebrated In-
dia’s 78th Independence
Day at its headquarters in
Bandra East. The flag was

. Play arolein achieving goal: Jaiswal

hoisted by MHADA'’s Vice
President and CEO Sanjeev
Jaiswal.

The Maharashtra Secu-
rity Force, and MHADA'’s
security team saluted the
flag. MHADA officers and
staff attended the ceremo-
ny inlarge number. Jaiswal
honored MHADA employ-
ees who are ex-servicemen
for their service to the na-
tion. Jaiswal said the griev-
ances received during
MHADA'’s Lokshahi Din
programs underline the
need for strategic policy de-
cisions. He said the success
of these programs depends
on the resolution of citi-
zens’ complaints and urged
every MHADA employee to
play arole in achieving this
goal.
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Enigma of ‘Secular Civil Code’

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s 78th Independence
PDay speech, delivered from the ramparts of the Red

Fort, was a canny tapestry of political messaging,
nationalist fervour and a rallying cry for national unity.

Among the myriad topics he touched on, the implica-
tions of his reframing of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) as
a ‘secular civil code’ was particularly intriguing. By cou-
pling the term ‘secular’ with the UCC, Modi appeared to
assuage the concerns of those who fear that a UCC might
erode religious autonomy.

Modi emphasized the importance of implementing a
UCC, arguing that the current civil code is communal and
that a secular UCC was essential to eliminate religious dis-
crimination. He referenced the Directive Principles of
State Policy in the Constitution, which advocate a UCC, and
subtly criticized the opposition for opposing the UCC while
claiming to protect the Constitution.

The contentious UCC has long been a hobby horse of the
ruling BJP. The PM’s reframing marks a significant shift
in the discourse surrounding the UCC, with the PM appear-
ing to position the proposed code not just as a tool for uni-
formity, but as a mechanism for fairness and equality that
transcends religious boundaries.

Given that the UCC has been a fiercely polarizing issue
with minority communities viewing it as a threat to their
religious freedoms, Modi’s calling it a ‘secular civil code’
could be an effort to assuage these fears.

The reframing is significant as the BJP has not been able
to form the government on its own after the Lok Sabha
election, being compelled to lean on its allies - the JD(U)
and the TDP - who have had reservations on the UCC
issue.

In the wake of the rape and murder of a trainee doctor
in Kolkata, the Prime Minister’s mention of crimes against
women in West Bengal without actually naming the Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) government was a direct and pointed
reference that transcended mere concern for women’s
safety. It was a calculated political message aimed at the
TMC government led by Mamata Banerjee, which has often
found itself at odds with the central government.

West Bengal has long been a focal point of BJP’s political
strategy. However, the saffron party was utterly routed by
the TMC in the recent Lok Sabha election.

By highlighting crimes against women, Modi not only
underscored the law-and-order challenges in the state but
also sought to portray the TMC government as ineffective
in safeguarding the rights and dignity of women. The PM’s
speech, in reinforcing the BJP’s narrative of “lawlessness”
under the TMC rule, appeared to lay the ground for the
party ahead of the 2026 West Bengal Assembly election.

While Modi acknowledged regional concerns stem-
ming from recent events in neighbouring Bangladesh and
expressed hope for a swift return to stability, he under-
scored the importance of safeguarding Hindu and minor-
ity communities, thereby highlighting his government’s
commitment to safeguarding the interests of Hindus
worldwide - a narrative that resonates deeply with the
BJP’s core voter base.

FromIndependenceto Exploitation:
India’s 78-Year Journey

By
Rajan Raje

he conclusion of the 16th
I Loksabha Election was aptly
termed the Rockefeller Moment
for Corporate India. The real economic
power shifted towards crony capitalists
or oligarchs, with influence now
flowing from the Corporate Club 2.0.

Just as how Sita was kidnapped by Ra-
vana, democracy has been hijacked by
Crony Corporations replacing Corpo-
ratalism with Corporate terrorism’. This
fusion of corporates with governance
has led to ‘fascism’ in India, obliterating
democratic processes.

The contract-labour system, emerging
from this power shift, has enriched the
political apparatus with lucrative labour
contracts, while fostering a harmful in-
dustrial-silence, across the industries in
India. Contract labour is exploited like
disposable tissue and remains silenced.
This system and outsourcing have helped
keep wages low and created instability
and insecurity among the working class.

The contract-labour system has un-
leashed new forms of slavery and neo-
untouchability pushing a large portion
of the working class to the periphery of
the development. This process has led to
‘socio-economic exclusion which is
harmful to the environment, fitting No-
bel laureate Amartya Sen’s description
of India, as, islands of California, in a sea
of Sub-Saharan Africa.’

We have succumbed to exploiting hu-
man weakness rather than building on
human strength, turning civilization
backward. The law of the jungle, where
might is right, now prevails, with the
powerful thriving while the weak are
pushed aside.

Corporations compete by exploiting

employees, hiding their inefficiencies,
insatiable greed, and corrupt practices.
Now, it is hard to find price wars in the
open-market competition, and the real-
time competition is in exploitative meas-
ures and marketing gimmicks. The con-
tract-labour system and outsourcing are
the newfound tools, in the hands of cor-
porate sharks, with widespread collusion
with corporates, politicians, the judici-
ary, and the labour department.

Directive Principles of State Policy
(DPSP), which focuses on promoting and
protecting the downtrodden’s economic
interests, have been compromised
through a criminal conspiracy between
the political and capitalist domains of
our country. Corrosive effects of malevo-
lent and ominous corporate influence on
public policy, political processes, and es-
pecially, the environment are glaringly
open to anybody’s scrutiny, who is still
left with some remnants of sensitivity.

Not only the working class belonging
to this generation, but the future genera-
tions, are susceptible to the severest of
risks, and the carcinogenic effect of this
exploitative technique. The long-term
potential implications are beyond blue-
collar and white-collar employees in In-
dia, if not for the world.

Inequality has been sharply rising
since 2014. As per the recent Oxfam re-
port, the top 1% In India holds more than
40% of wealth, creating a Billionaire Raj.

Developed countries like Japan or Ko-
rea hardly have the kind of blood-billion-
aires India has solely because the inher-
itance ends almost after the fourth
generation, owing to the progressive and
coercive rates of inheritance tax!

We are now entering the 78th year of
independent India, when we can ask
ourselves whether the soul of a nation,
long suppressed has found utterance or
whether we have been able to fulfill a
pledge to bring freedom and opportu-
nity to the peasants and workers—who
are the real wealth-creators of our
nation?

India has been able to create unparal-
leled wealth within a few decades. But
the distribution of this wealth has been
totally lopsided and grossly uneven.

As India marks its 78th Independence Day, the shift
to crony capitalism has turned democracy into
corporate terrorism. The contract-labour system has
replaced traditional labour rights with exploitation
and instability. This systemic shift, marked by rising
inequality and compromised regulations, reflects a
troubling reversal from the nation’s original promises of
freedom and equality.

This has given rise to the inhuman in-
come disparity or inequality across our
country, spawning a fleet of blood
-billionaires.

The workers and farmers of India
were promised a trickle-down theory,
once the enormous wealth through the
LPG Policy (Liberalisation, Privatisa-
tion, and Globalisation) could have hap-
pened. A promise that was never fulfilled.
Instead, workers were handed out neo-

slavery and neo-untouchability through
the rampant spread of the contract-la-
bour system.

So independence has not reached the
lowermost strata of society, i.e. working
class, or if at all, it had ever reached; it
has been snatched away after the advent
of the LPG era by the present-day Vam-
pire-State System!

The writer is labour union leader.
Views personal

Breaking Barriers: 'The Impact of
Abrogating Article 370

g

Prof. Dr. KulBushan Mohtra

he abrogation of Article 370in
August 2019 marked a signifi-

cant turning point in Jammu f

and Kashmir’s journey towards de-

velopment. Its removal led to its full
integration into the Indian Union,
paving the way for development pro-
grammes. Since then, Jammu and
Kashmir has witnessed significant
development and growth potential
driven by new infrastructure, invest-
ment schemes, and employment pro-
grammes driven by the Central
government.

Why was the abrogation of Arti-

cle 370 important?

The case against Article 370 is sup-

ported by several key arguments:
aged investments

and job op-

The abrogation of Article 370 has profoundly
impacted Jammu and Kashmir, driving national
integration, economic growth, enhanced
security, and improved infrastructure.
Government initiatives are crucial to the region’s
ongoing progress and future stability.

struction and improvement of roads,

National Integration: Article 370
fostered a sense of separatism rath-
er than integration. Removing it
aimed to fully integrate the state
with the Indian Union, ending its
special status and fostering unity
and equality across all states.
Elimination of dual citizenship:
Under Article 370, residents of Jam-
mu and Kashmir had dual citizen-
ship, which contributed to a sense of
alienation.

Constitutional Uniformity: Arti-
cle 370 disrupted India’s legal and
constitutional uniformity. To ensure
equality and consistency, the same
laws should govern all states and
have the same relationship with the
Central Government.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:

« Investments and growth: The
special status hindered economic
development by restricting property
ownership and investments. Remov-
ing these restrictions has encour-

portunities in the region.

» Development Schemes Following
the abrogation, the Central Govern-
ment has extended National Devel-
opment Schemes and welfare pro-
grammes to Jammu and Kashmir,
thereby enhancing healthcare, in-
frastructure, and education.

« Security and Stability: Frequent
unrest and insecurity have deterred
tourists and investors. Since the ab-
rogation of Article 370, Jammu and
Kashmir has become a more peace-
ful, stable, and secure state, attract-
ing tourists and investors.

Growth in Industries and Trade: The
government has introduced plans to
establish special economic zones
and industrial parks, which will lead
to significant growth in trade and
manufacturing sectors.

INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT:

« Roads and Transportation: The
government has invested in the con-

railways, and airports promoting
economic growth and improving the
overall quality of life for residents.
- Water supply and electricity:
New power projects and water sup-
ply schemes have been introduced,
enhancing the residents’ living
standards.

Education and Healthcare Ser-
vices: New schools, colleges, and
universities have been opened, and
existing institutions have been up-
graded. New hospitals and health
centres have been established, pro-
viding better medical facilities.
Empowerment of Women and
Youth: Special programs are being
implemented to empower women
and youth, providing better educa-
tion, employment opportunities, and
promoting entrepreneurship to en-
hance their economic status.
Cultural Preservation and Herit-
age Conservation: Efforts have
been made to preserve and promote
tourism through the rich cultural

heritage of Jammu and Kashmir by
organizing cultural festivals, exhibi-
tions, and events.

Temporary Nature: Originally in-
tended as a temporary provision,
critics believed Article 370 outlived
its purpose as circumstances
changed, rendering it obsolete.
Environmental Conservation
and Sustainable Development:
The special status limited the flow of
capital and hindered the implemen-
tation of central laws.

The abrogation of Article 370is cru-
cial for future development and a
step towards greater national inte-
gration. It also paves the way for
uniform, legal, and constitutional
governance across all states, pro-
moting equality and consistency.
Economically, it opens the region to
investments. Politically, it contrib-
utes to a more peaceful environ-
ment. In the long run, these changes
are expected to bring about greater
social and economic progress, en-
suring a brighter future for the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir, and
strengthening the nation.

Anyone who argues against the
abrogation of Article 370 should un-
derstand that common citizens de-
sire safety, security, food, a stable
livelihood, and a better future for
their children.

Jai Hind!
The writer is a politican
from Jammu. Views personal

Can India become
a Vishwaguru?

Prof Jagannadha Pawan
Tamvada

ile attending an academic con-
ference and staying near the very
place where Swami Vivekananda

addressed the World Parliament of Reli-
gions in Chicago, I was tempted to quote
lines from his famous speech in 1893 that
highlighted the magnificence of Hindu
thought:

“Iamproud to belong to a religion which
has taught the world both tolerance and
universal acceptance. We believe not only
in universal toleration, but we accept all
religions as true. I am proud to belong to a
nation which has sheltered the persecuted
and the refugees of all religions and all na-
tions of the earth.

I will quote to you, brethren, a few lines
from a hymn that I remember to have re-
peated from my earliest boyhood, which is
every day repeated by millions of human
beings: ‘As the different streams having
their sources in different paths which men
take through different tendencies, various
though they appear, crooked or straight,
alllead to Thee.””

Swamiji’s clarion call in his speech to
end “all uncharitable feelings between per-
sons wending their way to the same goal”
presents a new basis for the social, politi-
cal, and economic transformation of the
world. Going beyond the divisions of pow-
er, wealth, or religion, we need new think-
ing to create inclusive models of socio-
economic progress that will see nations
cooperate in the fields of education, entre-
preneurship, technology, and sustainabil-
ity to empower humanity to flourish col-
lectively. In practice, this will reflect in the
cessation of all wars, bringing back fair-
ness in our collective conscience and dem-
onstrating a willingness to share know-
how to enable all humanity to progress.
But how can such a goal be achieved? India
can play an instrumental role by initiating

India is poised to take on
the role of Vishwaguru
through global
transformation by forging
educational partnerships
and leveraging its ancient
wisdom to cultivate a new
generation of responsible
global citizens and leaders
through value-based
learning and a focus on
spiritual unity.

new partnerships in the field of education
around the world. Ancient Indian knowl-
edge, with its emphasis on the oneness of
spirit and value-based learning, can trans-
form students’ formative attitudes in
schools and colleges leading to a new gen-
eration of responsible global citizens and
leaders. It can inspire inclusive policy-
making in countries around the world, as
ithas done in India. For instance, by bank-
ing the unbanked and aiming to provide
healthcare, food, and energy security to all
households, India is implementing its age-
old wisdom to take everyone forward.

Through initiatives such as the Interna-
tional Solar Alliance, International Yoga
Day, start-up support, vaccine diplomacy,
and presenting the G20 with the theme
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” (the world is
one family), India has emphasised the
principles of shared prosperity that define
its global leadership.

India offers a glimmer of hope toa world
torn apart by terrorism, exploitation, ine-
quality, and racism because the spirit of
love, acceptance, and tolerance, gushing
through its arteries and veins, is ever rein-
forced by the belief in the oneness of God
initsheart as Swamijisaid in Chicago. The
time has come for this unique message to
reverberate worldwide, having within it-
self precious seeds of universal brother-
hood, peace, and progress. And India is
uniquely placed as the Vishwaguru with
the moral authority to deliver it
emphatically.
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Fivemessages in PMModi’s

Independence Day speech

New Delhi: On Thursday, Naren-
dra Modi became the third Prime
Minister to have delivered Inde-
pendence speech from the ram-
parts of Red Fort for 11 times. He
became the first non-Congress
PM to do so. He is short of Indira
Gandhi (12) and Jawaharlal
Nehru (17).

In his speech Modi addressed
core ideological issues, underlin-
ing the need to move towards a
“secular civil code” instead of the
existent “communal civil code”.
The PM spent most of his time of
the speech reeling out statistics
about the work done by his gov-
ernment in multiple sectors over
the last decade.

Here is alook at the new things
he addressed.

WOMEN'’S SAFETY

The PM Modi made an indirect
reference to the rape and murder
of atrainee doctor at the R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital in
Kolkata. “There are a few points
of worry too. Our women are be-
ing tortured. There is anger
among the people and I can feel it.
There must be quick investiga-
tion and punishment against
those who abuse women. There is
a lot of news when there is an in-
cident, but there is no talk of of-
fenders being punished. This is
why there is no fear. We need to
instill a sense of fear amongst
those abusing women.”

WAR ON CORRUPTION

The PM defended the central
agencies acting against some Op-
position leaders. He said citizens
were tired of corruption and that
he was waging a war against it.
“Every citizen is tired of corrup-
tion. We have waged a war on it
and I have to pay a price for it, but
there is no price to pay when it
comes to the nation. My fight
against the corrupt will continue.

Can anyone imagine that there
are some people who are support-
ing corruption in broad daylight?
This is a major challenge,” he
said.

BANGLADESH TURMOIL
Narendra Modi had raised con-
cerns over the safety of Hindus in
Bangladesh. On Thursday, he
congratulated Mohammad Yunus
on taking charge after Sheikh
Hasina fled the country facing an
uprising. In a way, Modi sent out
a message for the neighbouring
country expressing his willing-
ness to maintain peace.

‘SECULAR CIVIL CODE’
Modi reframed the BJP’s demand

for a common civil code to do
away with the Muslim personal
law as a call for a “secular civil
code”. He said India has had a
“communal civil code” for long.
“The Supreme Court has repeat-
edly discussed a Uniform Civil
Code (UCC)in India. Itis true that
the civil code that we have is a
communal civil code. It is based
on discrimination. It is our duty
to fulfil the vision of our constitu-
tion makers,” said the PM. His
framing of words may lead to an-
other controversy.

ONE NATION, ONE ELECTION

Modi has given a clear hint that
he would not change his function-
ing and thought process because

the BJP had fallen short of a ma-
jority on its own. He once again
called for simultaneous elections
at the Lok Sabha and the state As-
semblies. He pointed out that the
Ram Nath Kovind Committee,
which had been set up to study
the idea’s feasibility, had given a
good recommendation for the
same. “Frequent elections are
creating a problem for the coun-
try. Policies and work are being
associated with elections. There
have been discussions on this.
One nation, one election is impor-
tant. I appeal to political parties
and those who understand the
Constitution that we should move
towards one nation, one elec-
tion,” said the PM.

estimated: Study

-

New Delhi: Experiencing

abuse as a child is related

to more cognitive difficul-
ties as an adult than previ-
ously thought, a new study

¢ has suggested.

Researchers said that
difficulties in cognition or
intellectual activity in-
volving thinking, reason-

: ing and memory, linked to
i childhood maltreatment,
i especially neglect, have

been "grossly underesti-
mated in previous

: studies."

This is because of biases
in previous studies result-
ing from overly relying on
accounts of participants

i who self-reported abuse
: from recall, which might

be prone to effects of mem-
ory and subjective apprais-
al, said the authors, in-
cluding those from King's

i College, London.

"While there are some
important exceptions,

¢ most research in this area

has relied on retrospective
reports of childhood mal-
treatment from adult par-
ticipants. Our study has
shown that this reliance
on retrospective reports
has likely resulted in re-
searchers and clinicians
underestimating the ex-
tent to which individuals
with documented cases of
maltreatment, and par-
ticularly neglect, are expe-
riencing cognitive defi-
cits," said co-author
Andrea Danese, a profes-
sor of child and adolescent
psychiatry at King's Col-
lege London.

In this study, published
in the journal Lancet Psy-
chiatry, the researchers
compared the cognitive
abilities of adults having
official records of child-
hood abuse and those re-
porting abusive experi-
ences from recall.

The authors found that
on an average, the adults

Abusive childhood linked with
“more cognitive difficulties than

il

having official records of
childhood maltreatment
showed cognitive deficits
across most tests under-
taken as part of the re-
search, compared to those
having no official records.

Further, the partici-
pants who self-reported
abuse from memory did
not demonstrate deficits in
cognition, when compared
with those without re-
ports, the team found.

"Our study highlights
the importance of identify-
ing young people who have
experienced neglect so
that the proper support
can be put in place, for ex-
ample, to mitigate the neg-
ative consequences in edu-
cation and employment,"
Danese said.

More research is needed
to understand why indi-
viduals with documented
histories of neglect have
cognitive deficits, the au-
thors said.

Slumcity Dharavi looks at another Independence

By
Naresh Kamath

Can proposed
transformation of Asia’s
largest slum cluster
promise freedom for its
residents?

600 acres — Area of
Dharavi

1255 acres — Land for

rehabilitation of Dharavi
residents

8 lakh — Number of
residents

Rs 5,069 crore —

Value of tender for
redevelopment

Rs 25,000 crore — Size of
redevelopment plan

Rs 3 lakh crore -
Estimated value of
redeveloped land

Rs 2.50 lakh — Amount
required to get a

pucca house after
redevelopment

ith around a million resi-
dents crammed across a
square mile of prime real

estate in Mumbai, Dharavi, consid-
ered not just Asia’s but one of the
world’s biggest slum clusters, has
long been visual shorthand for urban
poverty and overcrowding.

In spite of its infamy, Dharavi,
with its endless expanse of alumini-
um rooftops, has been noted as a pul-
sating economic zone with thriving
small-scale industries.

The resilience of its citizens lead-
ing hardscrabble lives has entered
media folklore through films like the
Oscar-winning ‘Slumdog Millionaire’
(2008) and ‘Gully Boy’ (2019). So much
so that operators have run slum tours
around Dharavi, which however,
have been censured by some as ‘pov-
erty exploitation’.

The first serious attempt to trans-
form Dharavi came in February 2004,
with the then Congress-led coalition
government helmed by then Chief
Minister the late Vilasrao Deshmukh
mooting the ambitious ‘Dharavi Re-
vamp Project’ - a mega-urban rede-
velopment initiative that aims to
transform this densely populated
area into a modern, sustainable
community.

The revamp project is seen as po-
tential upliftment and freedom from
the squalor of slum life for its
citizens.

Deshmukh, with his avowed intent
on “transforming Mumbai into
Shanghai”, had promised that the
project would transform the lives of
Dharavi’s residents by moving them
from slums to plush apartments.

However, since then, the project
had been languishing on the back-
burner with successive State govern-
ments unsuccessfully attempting to
entice private developers to take it on
with the promise of rich dividends.

A breakthrough came in 2022 when
India’s richest man, industrialist
Gautam Adani and his Adani Realty
won the bid for the project by quoting
Rs 5,069 crore in November that year.

Adani’s company beat its closest
competitor, the DLF group which had
submitted a bid of Rs 2,025 crore. This
was in the backdrop of previous bid
being cancelled in 2020 on technical
grounds in which Adani was outbid

by the UAE backed consortium,
which had cried foul over this move.

The revamp plan includes con-
structing high-rise residential build-
ings to replace the slum dwellings,
ensuring that every family has access
to modern, safe, and hygienic living
conditions.

S.V.R. Srinivas, the official in
charge of the project, has called it “by
far one of the most complex tasks
ever to be undertaken in the world.”
The project plan
The project plans to create dedicated
industrial zones with improved infra-
structure, which will help these busi-
nesses grow and become more com-
petitive. Formalizing these
enterprises will not only enhance
productivity but also provide work-
ers with better job security and ac-
cess to social benefits.

Access to quality education and
healthcare is a critical component
of improving living standards in the
cluster. The Dharavi Revamp Pro-
ject includes plans to build schools
and healthcare facilities within the
community in a bid to ensure that
children here receive a quality edu-
cation, opening up better employ-
ment opportunities in the future.
Similarly, accessible healthcare ser-
vices will improve overall health
outcomes, reducing the burden of
disease and increasing life
expectancy.

“Dharavi’s residents have been de-

prived from basic hygiene facilities,”
says BJP leader Divya Dholey. “They
deserve a better life. The redevelop-
ment will also upgrade their lives.”
The informal economy

At the same time, Dharavi’s ‘infor-
mal’ economy has long been consid-
ered to essay a vital role in Mumbai’s
overall economy. The diverse range
of industries, from pottery and tex-
tiles to recycling and leather goods,
provides livelihoods for many resi-
dents and contributes significantly to
the city’s economy.

They view the cluster as not just a
physical space but also a vibrant cul-
tural and social hub. The rich tapes-
try of cultural practices, festivals,
and social networks in Dharavi con-
tributes to its residents’ strong sense
of identity and belonging, as per

some activists.

This cultural significance reinforc-
es the community’s resistance to dis-
placement and redevelopment.

Despite living in insalubrious con-
ditions, many citizens refuse to
budge, alleging that the revamp pro-
ject will only benefit the rich and
powerful.

Currently, Dharavi residents as
well as well as the opposition parties
have all rallied against the project
saying it was being tailor-made by the
state government to suit the Adani
group.

In addition, the Eknath Shinde-led
Mahayuti government’s decision to
allot rental houses to ineligible resi-
dents (those after cut-off date of
January 1, 2000) and that also outside
Dharavi have ruffled more feathers.

Pics : Bhusan Koyande
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For this the developers, Dharavi Re-
development Project Limited (DRPL)
have acquired 1255 acres of land from
various government agencies.

The eligibility issue

The activists have alleged that over
60 percent of the current slum dwell-
ers are ineligible for revamp as the
slums constructed after January 1,
2000 — the cut-off date for eligibility.

The revised rules state that only
residents of slums on ground floor
built prior to January 1, 2000 will get
free homes at Dharavi itself. After
that, residents living in slums beyond
this date whether ground or upper
storeys will be accommodated in
rental houses outside Dharavi. Here
those residents living between 2000-
2011 will get houses on payment of Rs
2.50 lakh. After 2011 all will be given
rental housing with the right to pur-
chase them.

Raju Korde, coordinator, Dharavi
Bachao Andolan, a residents associa-
tion calls the whole rental proposal
as absurd and unacceptable. “Other
developers could easily rehabilitate
the entire people in Dharavi itself but
here despite seeking excess land,
they seek to deprive us of our owner-
ship of our houses. We will not take
rental house and going out of Dhara-
viis out of question. It is we who built
this thriving township out of swamp
and after enduring unbearable hard-
ship over decades are not allowed to
decide our fate.” he says.
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RHRIS3 Nearly 2,000 housing prolects
stalled across 42 cities

Cognizant to give 1-5 per- :

cent hike

Cognizant Technology Solu-
tions has declared annual
wage hikes as minimal as 1

percent to some employees,

amidst a controversy over :
the company’s decade-low
compensation packages for :
new recruits. The highest :
increase was up to 5 percent.
These increments were in- :
troduced with a four-month
gap. In 2023, Cognizant in- :
creased its workers’ salaries
in April, with the highest |
increase being between 7 :

percent and 11 percent.

Kalpataru files for IPO

A real estate firm based in
Mumbai, Kalpataru, has :
submitted a draft red her- :
ring prospectus (DRHP) to :
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) with :
the aim of launching its ini- :
tial public offering (IPO). :
Company is planning to :
raise up to Rs 1,590 crore
through this IPO. The main
goal of this IPO is to reduce :

company’s financial debt.

Mahindra launches new

SUV for Rs 12.99 lakhs

Mahindra & Mahindra
launched its new SUV -- i
Thar ROXX at Rs 12.99 !
lakhs. Bookings for the vehi-
cle will open online and at :
Mahindra dealerships from
Oct 03, 2024, and test drives
will start from Sept 14, 2024
while deliveries will com- i

mence this Dussehra.

Ola Electric launches

motorcycle

Ola Electric has launched
its Roaster series in two
variants- 8kWh and 16kWh.
with an introductory price !
of Rs 1.99-2.49 lakh, respec-
tively called as Roadster i
Pro. The deliveries will start
from Diwali 2025. The budg-
et friendly variant, the :
Roadster X, is priced at Rs
74,999 with 2.5 KkWh batter :

pack.

New Delhi: Nearly 2,000
housing projects compris-
ing 5.08 lakh units are
stalled across 42 cities in
the country, mainly due to
financial mismanagement
by developers and lack of
execution capabilities, ac-
cording to data analytic
firm PropEquity.

As per the PropEquity
data, there are 1,981 resi-
dential projects that are
stalled totalling 5.08 lakh
units. Of these stalled pro-
jects, as many as 1,636 pro-
jects totalling 4,31,946 units
are in 14 tier I cities, while
345 projects totalling 76,256
units are in 28 tier II cities.

It also pointed out that
the number of stalled units
rose t0 5,08,202 from 4,65,555
units in 2018.

Samir Jasuja, Founder
and CEO at PropEquity
said, "The problem of
stalled projects and the
subsequent rise is due to
the lack of execution capa-
bilities of developers, cash-
flow mismanagement and
diversion of funds to buy
new land banks or retire
other loans."
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He stressed on the need
to provide independent
third-party audit services
for homebuyers to empow-
er them to make an in-
formed decision about the
developers' capabilities to
complete the project on
time.

To address the issue of
stalled projects, the govern-
ment had launched the Spe-
cial Window for Affordable
and Mid-Income Housing
(SWAMIH) Fund in Novem-
ber 2019.

In the last five years,
around 32,000 units have
been completed and the
SWAMIH fund aims to de-
liver 20,000 homes every
year for the next three

Govt tolaunch ‘Kisan KiBaat

New Delhi: The govern-
mentis set tolaunch 'Kisan
Ki Baat', a monthly radio
programme aimed at
bringing scientific knowl-
edge to farmers, Union Ag-
riculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan an-
nounced on Thursday.
This initiative seeks to
modernise agricultural
practices and empower
farmers with cutting-edge
scientific information.
The programme will
feature agricultural scien-
tists, department officials,
and the minister himself,
providing crucial informa-
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years, PropEquity said.
PropEquity data showed
that Greater Noida in tier I
with 74,645 units and Bhi-
wadi in tier II with 13,393
units have maximum num-
ber of stuck units.
Gurugram has 158
stalled projects having
52,509 units; Noida (103 pro-
jects 41,438 units); Ghazi-
abad (50 projects 15,278
units); Faridabad (16 pro-
jects, 7,060 units); and New
Delhi (1 project 900 units).
In Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), Mumbai
has 234 stalled projects hav-
ing 37,883 units, while Navi
Mumbai (125 projects 28,466
units) and Thane (186 pro-
jects 57,520 units). Pune has

tion on best practices and
scientific advancements.

"Farmers often lack in- :
formation, leading to mis- :
use of pesticides. We must

address this," Chouhan
said, emphasizing the

need for rapid transfer of
scientific benefits to :
i ingto government data.

farmers.

'Kisan Ki Baat'is part of
alarger strategy torevital-
ize India's agricultural sec-

tor. Chouhan stressed the
importance of integrating :

Krishi Vigyan Kendras
with farmers' needs and

promoting discussions
i alsoinnegative during June

among agriculturists.

' Gold imports dip 4.23

New Delhi: India's gold im-
ports, which have a bearing
on the country's current ac-
count deficit (CAD), dipped
by 4.23 per cent to USD 12.64
billion during April-July
2024-25 due to global eco-
nomic uncertainties, accord-

The imports stood at USD
13.2 billion in April-July
2023. In July alone, the im-
ports declined by 10.65 per
cent to USD 3.13 billion as
against USD 3.5 billion in the
same month last year. The
inbound shipments were

172 stalled projects com-

prising 24,129 units.

Bengaluru has 225
stalled projects comprising :
39,908 units; Kolkata (82 :
projects 24,174 units); Chen- :
nai (92 projects, 21,867 :
units); and Hyderabad (25 :

projects, 6,169 units).

"Real estate disputes in :
various courts have been
rising. To add to this, the :
backlog of stalled projects :
and the addition of new
ones have put the onus on
homebuyers to do their due :
diligence through profes- :
sional experts before buy- :

ing a house," Jasuja said.
Among tier II cities,

PropEquity data showed ‘:
that Bhiwadi has 13,393 :
stuck units in 33 stalled :
projects), Lucknow (13,024 :
units in 48 projects); Jaipur :
(9,862 units in 37 projects); :
and Bhopal (7,500 units in :

27 projects).

P E Analytics Ltd owns
and operates PropEquity. :
PropEquity captures real :
estate data for RERA ap- :
proved projects in 44 Indian :
cities including 14 tier I cit- i

ies and 30 tier II cities.

Cisco cuts thousands of
% of workforce

jobs, 7

San Jose: Cisco Systems
is planning to lay off 7%
of its employees, its sec-
ond round of job cuts this
year, as the company
shifts its focus to more
rapidly growing areas in
technology, such as artifi-
cial intelligence and
cybersecurity.

The company based in
San Jose, California, did
not specify the number of
jobs it is cutting. It had
84,900 employees as of
July 2023. Based on that
figure, the number of jobs
cut would be about 5,900.
In February, Cisco an-
nounced it would cut
about 4,000 jobs.

The networking equip-
ment maker said in June
that it would invest $1 bil-
lion in tech startups like
Cohere, Mistral and Scale
to develop reliable Al
products. It recently also
announced a partnership
with Nvidia to develop in-
frastructure for AI
systems.

Cisco's layoffs come
just two weeks after chip-

(-38.66 per cent) and May
(-9.76 per cent).

In April, the imports
jumped to USD 3.11 billion
from one billion in April
2023. According to a jeweller,
the high prices are discour-
aging the imports but it will
go up from September as fes-
tive season will start in India
and the import duty cut ben-
efit is also there.

The government has
slashed the customs duty on
gold and silver to 6 per cent
from 15 per cent.

Gold prices rose Rs 300 to
Rs 73,150 per 10 grams in the

maker Intel Corp an-
nounced it would cut
about 15,000 jobs as it tries
to turn its business
around to compete with
more successful rivals
like Nvidia and AMD. In-
tel's quarterly earnings
report disappointed in-
vestors and its stock took
a nosedive following the
announcement. In con-
trast, Cisco's shares were
up about 6% after-hours
on Wednesday.

In a foray into cyberse-
curity, Cisco launched a
cybersecurity readiness
index back in March to
help businesses measure
their resiliency against
attacks.

national capital on August 14
amid a jump in precious
metal rates in the interna-
tional markets.

Switzerland is the largest
source of gold imports, with
about 40 per cent share, fol-
lowed by the UAE (over 16
per cent) and South Africa
(about 10 per cent).

The precious metal ac-
counts for over 5 per cent of
the country's total imports.

Despite the dip in gold im-
ports, the country's trade
deficit (difference between
imports and exports) wid-
ened to USD 23.5 billion in
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) USD 13.2 billion - The
gold imports stood at in
April-July 2023

@ USD 45.54 billion -
India’s gold imports surged
by 30 per cent in 2023-24

July and USD 85.58 billion
during the first four months
of this fiscal.

India is the world's sec-

F

Cisco Systems Inc said
Wednesday it earned $2.16
billion, or 54 cents per
share, in its fiscal fourth
quarter that ended on
July 27, down 45% from
$3.96 billion, or 97 cents
per share, in the same pe-
riod a year ago. Excluding
special items, its adjusted
earnings were 87 cents
per share in the latest
quarter.

Revenue fell 10% to
$13.64 billion from $15.2
billion.

Analysts, on average,
were expecting adjusted
earnings of 85 cents per
share on revenue of $13.54
billion, according to a poll
by FactSet.

pc to USD 12.64 billionin Apr-July

ond-biggest gold consumer
after China. The imports
mainly take care of the de-
mand by the jewellery
industry.

The gems and jewellery
exports during April-July
this fiscal contracted by 7.45
per cent to USD 9.1 billion.

India recorded a current
account surplus of USD 5.7
billion or 0.6 per cent of GDP
in the March quarter. For
FY24, the current account
deficit narrowed to USD 23.2
billion or 0.7 per cent of GDP
against USD 67 billion or 2
per cent of GDP in FY23.

DP World's half-year profits
fall nearly 60 per cent

Dubai: Dubai-based port operator DP World re-
ported on Thursday its half-year profits fell by
nearly 60 per cent, in part over the ongoing at-
tacks by Yemen's Houthi rebels over the Israel-
Hamas war that have affected shipping through

the Red Sea.

DP World reported
profits of USD 265 mil-
lion this year, down
from USD 651 million ..
the same time last
year. DP World Group's
chairman and CEO,
Sultan Ahmed bin Su-

layem, acknowledged that the Red Sea disrup-
tions affected the firm's revenues.

“The year 2024 has been marked by a deterio-
rating geopolitical environment and disruptions
to global supply chains due to the Red Sea cri-
sis,” he said in a statement included in the re-
sults. “While the near-term trading outlook re-
mains uncertain due to macroeconomic and
geopolitical headwinds, the resilient financial
performance of the first half ... positions us well
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Mumbai : Caustic soda prices
are now at their highest level
since June last year, but the
domestic market, despite fol-
lowing some positive trends
have remained in the oversup-
ply situation, said a top official
of Grasim Industries.
Addressing investors and
analysts after the Apr-Jun
quarter performance, Jayant
Dhobley, business head,
Chemicals, Fashion Yarn &
Insulator Business said,
“Global caustic soda prices
marks fourth consecutive
quarter of improvement and
are now at highest level since
June 2023. While domestic
markets have also followed

ing soaps and detergents, caus-
tic soda, also known by its
chemical name Sodium hy-
droxide combined with chlo-
rine produces chlorine bleach
to unblock drains and remove
built-up grease from ovens
among its other usages.

In July, global caustic soda
prices were prevailing at USD
465 per ton, up 1.5 percent on
year while domestic prices
were below USD 400 per ton, as

Caustic soda prices globally
robust, but domestic prices mild

By Correspondent Improved caustic reduc-
tions, coupled with uptick in
demand and realization for :
chlorine derivatives had led to :
improvement in eco realiza- i
tions, which stood at ®32,529
(per ton) for Q1 FY ‘25, highest
since Q2 FY ‘24, said Dhobley. :

Apart from Grasim, Tata :
Chemicals, Gujarat Alkalies :
and DCM are key players
among several others in the
domestic caustic soda market. :
Earlier in May this year, DCM :
Shriram commissioned its i
caustic soda expansion project
of 850 tons per day (TPD) at its i
Chemical complex at Jhagadia
in Bharuch district of Gujarat.
With the commissioning of
this unit, DCM’s total installed
capacity of Caustic Soda at :

Bhupendra
Patel
CM, Guijarat

Gujarat.”

“We have so far
attracted an investment
of Rs 1 lakh crore

in the electronics

and semiconductor
sector and India’s first
semiconductor chip
will be manufactured in

ACmakers’profitssoarin April-

June amid blistering heat

Bharuch has risen to 2,225 :
TPD and the overall annual
caustic soda capacity at both
Bharuch and Kota locations i er makers have logged a
currently stands at 1 million : high double-digit growth in
metric tons. i revenue and several of
i them had over two-fold

depicted in the chart below.

Grasim’s caustic soda sales
volumes were lower by 4%
year-on-year partially impact-
ed by Vilayat plant shutdown
for new capacity hook up.

to deliver stable full year adjusted" profits.

Bin Sulayem did not elaborate on what spe-
cific effects the Houthi attacks had been having
on DP World, a government-owned shipper that
in recent years removed itself from the Nasdaq
Dubai stock exchange.

some of these positive realiza-
tion trends, India’s caustic
soda market continues to re-
main in an oversupply
situation.”

Apart from its usage in mak-

New Delhi: Air-condition-

India needs toim

Drove cotton

yield to remain competitive

By Correspondent

Mumbai: India needs to
work on cotton yield im-
provement to remain com-
petitive in the global con-
text as its yield is extremely
low at 460 per kg per hectare
compared to 780 kg in Chi-
na, said a report by a stock
brokerage house.

India and China are
world’s largest cotton pro-
ducers with an almost equal
amount of annual cotton
production of 6 million tons.
While China uses around 3.2
million hectares of land, In-
dia requires more than 13
million hectares of land for
similar production, the re-
port by Phillip Capital said.

The report was released
in the backdrop of the In-
dian government unveiling
109 high-yielding, climate-
resilient, and biofortified
seed varieties, including Bt
cotton suitable for rain-fed

areas, to enhance agricul-
tural productivity and
farmers' income.

These seeds are devel-
oped by the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research
(ICAR)including 61 seed va-
rieties for crops including
34 field crops and 27 horti-
cultural crops at three ex-
perimental agriculture
plots at Delhi's Pusa
Campus.

The Indian government
in order to compensate
farmers for increased culti-

ers with improved mini-
mum support price (MSP)

every year and reduces :
volatility in cotton prices.In :
2023-24, it raised the MSP

for cotton by around 9 per-
cent and in the current year
by 7.3 percent.

So far, till February this i
year, higher cotton prices :

prevailed in the interna-
tional market, which helped

Indian cotton yarn players :
to export yarn and improve
i 7.35%, 7.40%, and 7.40%, re-

and spread. However, the
current decline in interna-
tional prices will again im-

pact yarn exporters as do- |
mestic cotton prices are not

competitive at current in-
ternational prices, the re-
port said.

However, the launch of :
high yield varieties may :
bring in a structural change

that will be positive for cot-
ton spinning players, the
report said.

i rates of 7.5%,

Mumbai : Federal Bank
has unveiled a unique Inde-
pendence Day deal with at-
tractive interest rates on
term deposits. On this fes-
tive occasion, the private
sector lender has raised its
fixed deposit rates to 8.05%
for the senior citizens.

For fixed deposits that can
be called back, the bank has
set new rates for terms of 400
days, 777 days, and 50 months.
Ordinary people will get

spectively on these FDs. Sen-
ior citizens will enjoy fixed
deposit rates of 7.85%, 7.90%,
and 7.90%, respectively for
these terms. In callable fixed
deposits, customers have the
freedom to withdraw some or
all of their money before the
maturity date.

For fixed deposits that
cannot be called back, the
bank is offering interest
7.55%, and

7.55% for terms of 400 days,

crore. In non-callable FDs,

deposit before it matures.

years of Indian independ-

Country Head - Deposits,

Bank, said.

i jump in profits during

Federal Bank announces
-special offer on FDs

: ByCorrespondent
vation costs, supports farm-

April-June quarter amid

i increased demand due to
i the blistering summer.

Companies such as Vol-

i tas, Blue Star, Whirlpool of
¢ India, Johnson Hitachi, and
¢ Havells which owns Llyods
¢ brand have reported a high
i growth trajectory in their
: top-line and bottom line, led
i byrecord sales in the April-
i June period.

Tata group firm Voltas, a

i leading player in the room
777 days, and 50 months, re- :
spectively. Senior citizens :
will get fixed depositrates of :
8%, 8.05%, and 8.05%, respec-
tively for these terms. These :
rates are applicable to fixed :
deposits of more thanRs 1 :
i achieving the "milestone"
customers are not permitted :
to terminate or break the :

AC segment, reported over
two-fold jump in consoli-
dated net profit at Rs 335
crore and its revenue from
operation went up 46.46 per
cent to Rs 4,921 crore.
Voltas also reported

of one million units of AC
sales in the first quarter of

i FY25 and its total income
"As we commemorate 77
i mark during the period.
ence, Federal Bank is de- :
lighted to present these ex- :
ceptional interest rates to :
our valued customers," Joy :
PV, Senior Vice President & :
i under its room AC business
Wealth & Banca at Federal :
¢ centto Rs 3,802.17 crore. Its

crossed the Rs 5,000 crore-

In the first quarter of this
financial year, Voltas' reve-
nue from "unitary cooling
products for comfort and
commercial use" that come

vertical was up 51.24 per

overall volume grew by 67
per cent in the AC segment
in the April-June period.

"The unitary cooling
products business contin-
ued to outperform the mar-
ket and maintained its
growth momentum," it said,
adding, "Voltas continues to
be a market leader both in
split and window air-condi-
tioners with an exit market
share of 21.2 per cent as on
June 2024.

Blue Star also reported a
two-fold increase in con-
solidated net profit at Rs
168.76 crore, while its reve-
nue from operations rose
28.72 per cent to Rs 2,865.37
crore in the June quarter

Its revenue from unitary
products business, which
includes room AC sales,
registered a 44.31 per cent
rise to Rs 1,729.52 crore dur-
ing the period.

"With most parts of the
country witnessing ex-

tremely high temperatures
and an overall harsh sum-
mer, the increase in de-
mand led to an unprece-
dented growth in the room
air-conditioners business,"
it said.

During the quarter de-
mand exceeded inventory
plans of the business and
while the company met
most of the excess require-
ments through an increased
production, it still lost some
opportunities to cater to the
entire demand that the sea-
son offered, Blue Star said.

Similarly, Havells report-
ed a profit of Rs 67.39 crore
for Lloyd's business, which
takes care of its room AC
business. It had reported a
loss of Rs 61.48 crore in the
year-ago period.

Revenue from Lloyd busi-
ness, a brand which was
acquired by Havells in 2017,
was up 47.43 per cent to
1,924 crore.
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BN Judge tells Google to brace fo
shakeup of Android app store

SBI, PNB in talks
with K’taka govt

Mumbai: Hit by the sur-

prising decision by the Kar- :
i judge has indicated he will
i order major changes in
i Google's Android app store
Punjab National Bank on :
Thursday said they are en- :
i jury declared an illegal mo-
“amicable resolution” on
i lions of consumers and app

In the first official com- :
ments after the Karnataka :
government decision, the
state-run lenders issued ‘:
separate statements, saying :
the matter at the root of the

nataka government to stop
all transactions with them,
State Bank of India and

gaged with the state for an

the matter.

problem is subjudice.

comments at this time.

bly,” the SBI statement said.

ment on the matter.

statement said.

Karnataka government
ordered all its departments,
boards, corporations, pub-

sities to withdraw all their
deposits and investments in
the State Bank of India and
the Punjab National Bank
and stop any business with
these institutions on Au-

ported on August 14.

The order came after the
denial toredeem Rs 12 crore
deposited by the Karnataka

Industrial Area Develop-
ment Board (KIADB) fol- :
lowing a scam involving :
i dealis likely to be completed

bank employees.

Anish Shah

San Francisco: A federal

to punish the company for
engineering a system that a

nopoly that has hurt mil-

developers.

Over the course of a
three-hour hearing in San
Francisco, US District
Judge James Donato on
Wednesday made it clear

that the forthcoming shake-

“As the matter is cur- :
rently subjudice, we are un-
able to provide any specific i
i Store for Android phones of-
However, we remain in on-
going discussions with the
Government of Karnataka :
to resolve the issue amica- i

up he is contemplating will
probably include a mandate
requiring Google's Play

fer consumers a choice to
download alternative app
stores

Donato has been weigh-

i ing how to punish the Goog-

SBI's peer Punjab Na- i
tional Bank, also had a simi- i
lar statement and pointed
out that it will not be pru- :
dent to offer a specific com-
i nearly exclusive control

“The Bank is committed
for an amicable resolution
of the matter and is in dis- !
cussion with Government :
of Karnataka,” the PNB

le since last December when
a jury declared the Play
Store a monopoly following
a four-week trial. The ver-
dict centred on Google's

over distribution of apps de-
signed for Android phones
and the billing systems for
the digital commerce occur-

ring within them -- a system
that generates billions of
dollars in annual revenue
for the company.

In protesting the judge's
potential requirements,
Google has raised the spect-
er of consumers' devices be-
ing infected by malicious
software downloaded from
third-party app stores, trig-
gering “security chaos”.

But Donato repeatedly
hammered on the need for a
major overhaul of the Play
Store, even if it causes
Google headaches and huge
bills that the company has
estimated could run as high
as $600 million, depending
on what the judge orders.

“We are going to tear the
barriers down, that is going
to happen,” Donato told
Google attorney Glenn Po-
merantz. “When you have a
mountain built out of bad
conduct, you are going to
have to move that
mountain.”

Donato said he is hoping
to issue an order outlining
the framework for the
changes to the Play Store
within the next few weeks,
possibly before the Labor
Day weekend.

Google's tactics in the
penalty phase of the Play
Store case may foreshadow
its strategy in a similar
round of so-called “remedy

hearings” that will be held
in an even bigger antitrust
case that resulted in a judge
branding the dominant
search engine as an illegal
monopoly, too. Those hear-
ings focused on the crown
jewel of Google's empire are
scheduled to start Sept 6 in
Washington, D.C.

In the Play Store case, Do-
nato still appears to be grap-
pling with how much time
he should give Google to
make the changes to its An-
droid operating system and
Play Store, and also for how
long the restraints he im-
poses should remain in
effect.

Google wants 12 to 16
months to make the adjust-
ments to ensure a smooth
transition and avoid glitches
that could affect the perfor-
mance of Android smart-
phones. Epic Games, the
video game maker that filed
the antitrust lawsuit that
resulted in the Play Store
being declared a monopoly,
contends Google could do
everything in about three
months at a cost of about $1
million.

quired changes.

“Google is telling me it i
will take eons for all of this
tohappen, butIam sceptical
about it,” the judge said. “T :
am dubious that all that :
brainpower can't solve these
problems in less than 16

months.”

Epic Games wants what-
ever Donato orders to re-
i Beijing: A continued prop-
but the judge said Wednes-
day that he thinks that pro- :
posal is too lengthy. He won-
dered aloud if a five-year :
term for his order might be !
more appropriate. Google
wants the order to expire

main in effect for six years,

after one or two years.

Donato assured Google
thatheisn't going to attempt
to micromanage its busi- i
ness, even as he braced the
company for a significant :
i also rose more slowly than

“The whole point is to :
grow a garden of competi- i
tive app stores,” the judge !
i pared to a 5.3 per cent rise

shake-up.

said.

New Delhi: Billionaire

The company plans to sell

"The definitive documents
shall be signed in due
course," it said, adding the

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“The prime minister’s
vision for India reflects
the aspirations of all
sections of our society
and would galvanise
all Indians to work
towards the goal of
President, Ficcl Viksit Bharat by 2047.”

in six months.

The sale consideration of
USD 399 million is to be re-
ceived in multiple tranches
over an unspecified period.

Triumph Offshore Private
Limited (TOPL) owns a 5
million tonnes a year float-
ing storage and regasifica-
tion unit (FSRU) called Vas-
ant-1. Swan Energy holds 51
per cent in TOPL while fer-
tiliser maker IFFCO the re-
maining 49 per cent.

The filing did not say if
IFFCO is also offloading its

Swan Energy to sell FSRU

lic sector units and univer- :
i Nikhil Merchant-led Swan
i Energy Ltd has said it plans
! to sell its stake in a floating
! LNG receipt terminal to
i Turkey's state-run Botas for
¢ USD 399 million.

gust 12. The order was re- :
: assets of subsidiary Tri-
i umph Offshore Pvt Ltd to
i Botas Trading IC, according
i toaregulatory filing.

stake.

Swan is building a lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) im-
port facility at Jafrabad in
Gujarat. In the initial phase,
gas, which is used to make
fertilizers, generate electric-
ity and turned into CNG and
cooking gas, was to be im-
ported in its liquid form af-
ter being super-cooled
(called LNG) at the floating
terminal. The liquid gas was
to be reconverted into its
gaseous stage at the FSRU
before being transported

<.
through a under-sea pipe-
line to onland for further
sale to users.

However, the terminal
commissioning was delayed
due to pandemic and cyclone
in 2022, and so Swan leased

out the FSRU to Botas for an i
i lion Yuan (USD 20.9 billion)

TOPL took delivery of :
FSRU 'Vasant-1' on Septem- :
ber 29, 2020 from Hyundai :
: ances and cars to stimulate
¢ spending.

initial period of 304 days.

Heavy Industries Shipyard.
-PTI

erty crisis and weak con-
sumption dragged on Chi-
na's economic recovery in
July, according to data re-
leased Thursday by the Na-
tional Bureau of
Statistics.

Unemployment rose for
the first time since Febru-
ary, clocking in at 5.2 per
cent, compared to 5 per
cent in June.

Industrial production

the previous month, show-
ing a 5.1 per cent year-on-
year increase in July, com-

in June.
Retail sales grew slightly

i more than analysts had ex-

pected, rising 2.7 per cent

i year-on-year in July, com-
i pared to 2 per cent in June.

Statistics bureau spokes-

¢ person Liu Aihua said the
i recovery in consumption

will be further consolidat-
ed given recent govern-

¢ ment policies to boost con-
i sumer spending.

Beijing announced plans
last month to use 150 bil-

in government debt to fi-
nance trade-ins for con-
sumer goods such as appli-

r China’s economic
recovery dragged down
by property slump

Without revealing a time-
line he has in mind, Donato
indicated he isn't going to
give Google asmuch timeas :
it wants to make the re- :

Consumption contribut-
ed around 60 per cent of
China's economic growth
in the first half of the year
and is expected to assume
an even bigger role in sup-
porting the world's second-
largest economy.

Exports, traditionally
China's strongest engine
for economic growth, are
dampened by frictions with
the United States and other
Western countries.

Regarding urban unem-
ployment — a ticklish prob-
lem for the ruling Commu-
nist Party — Liu said the
0.2 percentage-point rise
over the previous month
was due to the impact of
the graduation season.

Investment in real estate
dropped 10.2 per cent year-
on-year in the first seven
months of the year, after
decreasing 10.1 per cent in
the January-June period.

A prolonged slump in
China's property market
after regulators cracked
down on excessive borrow-
ing by developers un-
leashed a chain reaction
that has pulled housing
sales and prices lower and
hit many other parts of the
economy, such as construc-
tion, building materials
and home appliances.

Bank fraud: ED attaches assets of Avantha Group

New Delhi: Land assets
worth more than Rs 678
crore of the Avantha Group

i have been attached under
i the anti-money laundering

law as part of an alleged
bank loan fraud linked

i probe, the Enforcement Di-
i rectorate said Thursday.

A provisional order under
the Prevention of Money

i Laundering Act (PMLA)has
i been issued to attach the

properties located in Hary-
ana, Maharashtra and

¢ Uttarakhand.

The assets belong to vari-
ous group companies of
Avantha Group, "owned and
controlled" by businessman

Gautam Thapar.

"On 19.08.2019, CG Power
and Industrial Solutions Ltd
had made disclosure under
Regulation 30 of the SEBI
(listing obligations and dis-
closure requirements) Regu-
lations, 2015 to Bombay
Stock Exchange and Nation-
al Stock Exchange regarding
findings which had potential
implications on the financial

position of the company.

"The disclosure made by
CG Power and Industrial So-
lutions Ltd. revealed that as-
sets and liabilities of the
company have been under-
stated considerably," the ED
said in a statement.

It was found that advances
to related parties and unre-
lated parties have been un-
derstated, certain assets
have been provided as col-
lateral, company was made
a co-borrower and/or guar-
antor for enabling financing
of loans which were immedi-
ately routed out of the com-
pany without due authorisa-
tion, it said.

This notice of the disclo-
sure, as per the agency, was
taken by the lender banks
and on the basis of com-
plaint made by the SBI, the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) registered a case
in June 2021 against CG
Power and Industrial Solu-
tion Ltd., Gautam Thapar, K
N Neelkanth, Madhav Acha-
rya, B Hariharan, Omkar
Goswami and unknown pub-
lic servant(s) and private
person(s) in perpetuating a
"bank fraud" on the consor-
tium of banks to the tune of
Rs 2,435 crore.

The money laundering
case of ED stems from this

CBI FIR. It has earlier at-
tached assets worth more
than Rs 14 crore and filed a
chargesheet under the
PMLA apart from arresting
a "key managerial person-
nel" of the company named
Madhav Acharya.

It was later detected that
Rs 1,307.06 crore have been
"diverted" to Avantha Group
companies by availing loans,
the ED said.

Most of these funds have
been paid "without the due
authorisation" of the board
and the ultimately funds
paid to Avantha Group com-
panies remained outstand-
ing, it claimed.

Asian shares trade higher
after Wall Street riseand
Japan GDP data show growth

Tokyo: Asian shares were
mostly higher Thursday af-
ter the latest update on US
inflation came in almost
exactly as economists ex-
pected, and data on Japan's
economy showed relatively
healthy growth.

Japan's benchmark Nik-
kei 225 jumped 1.0% in
morning trading to
36,808.75. Australia's
S&amp;P/ASX 200 rose
0.3% to 7,871.90. Hong
Kong's Hang Seng added
0.5% to 17,198.86, while the
Shanghai Composite surged
1.0% to 2,879.03. Trading
was closed in South Korea
for Liberation Day, a na-
tional holiday.

Japan's Cabinet Office
data showed the world's
fourth largest economy
grew at an annual rate of
3.1% in the April-June pe-
riod, marking a rebound
from the contraction in the
previous quarter.

The annual rate shows
how much the economy
would have grown or con-
tracted, if the quarterly
rate had continued for a
year.

Domestic demand grew a
robust 3.5% from the previ-
ous quarter on the back of

- i visers and Research Ana-

i lysts who employ artificial
i intelligence (AI) tools in
i their services must disclose
i the extent of usage to cli-
i ents, emphasizing the im-

= | portance of strong security

ports grew a booming 5.9%.

tor, as Japan's ruling Lib-

re-election.

under Kishida.

i measures to avoid unintend-
healthy household con-
sumption and private sector :
investments, as well as gov- i
ernment investments. Ex- i
: their investment decisions

A major element of un- i
certainty, which focused on
currency fluctuations and
interest rates lately, now
turned to the political sec- :
: lights the need for strong
eral Democratic Party picks
a new leader after Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida an- i
nounced he won't seek !

ed data exposure.

This transparency is cru-
cial for clients to understand
how AI tools contribute to

and to make informed choic-
es about their advisory
services.

"The possibility of unin-
tended data exposure high-

security measures and clear
disclosure to clients about
the extent of Al tool usage",
Trivesh D, COO at Tradejini,

a stock trading platform,

Although the next prime
minister is widely expected :
tobe another Liberal Demo- :
crat, signaling continuity in
Japan's basic pro-U.S., pro-
business policies, there is :
no clear successor waiting :
in line. Some analysts think :
a younger candidate will i
have a better chance wooing
voter support, plummeting
i many Al tools are currently

told PTI.

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India
(Sebi), in its consultation
paper earlier this month,
highlighted the growing us-
age of AltoolsinInvestment
Adviser (IA) and Research
Analyst (RA) services.

With technological inno-
vations and advancements,

available in chatbot form
such as OpenAlI's ChatGPT,
Google's Gemini, etc.

Al-based tools allow one
to have human-like conver-
sations and receive human-
like responses with the
chatbot. These tools assist
various tasks such as sum-
marising and analysing
data and may help in im-
proving efficiency and
productivity.

"These Al tools, however,
may not adequately safe-
guard sensitive data shared
during conversations, po-
tentially leading to unin-
tended data exposure and
concerns related to data se-
curity,”" Sebi said in its con-
sultation paper issued last
week.

Feroze Azeez, Deputy
CEO, Anand Rathi Wealth
Ltd said "while embracing

this innovation, we must be
mindful of its implications
and responsibilities".

IAs provide personalised
services according to client-
specific requirements based
on risk profiling and suita-
bility. Similarly, RAs pro-
vide recommendations
based on certain parame-
ters and methodology
adopted and are required to
keep records of the re-
search report, research rec-
ommendations and ration-
ale for arriving at research
recommendations.

While Al tools can pro-
vide significant assistance
in the work of IAs and RAs,
they may not always give
meaningful outputs that are
expected to be based on the
understanding of complex
security-specific or client-
specific scenarios/ require-

conic motorcycle brand
BSA debuts in Indla

ments such as personal/ fi-

Investment Advisers, Research Analysts
-should disclose Al tool usage to clients: SEBI

i New Delhi: The Security
i and Exchange Board of In-
i dia(SEBI) has proposed that
: i registered Investment Ad-

nancial conditions or goals,
Sebi stated.

Further, such tools may
not always provide all the
information based on which
output/ recommendation
has been generated. For ex- :
ample, Al tools may not
bring out whether the re-
quirements of risk profiling :
and suitability have been
{ Mumbai: Mahindra Group-
: owned iconic motorcycle
! brand BSA made its debut
! in India on Thursday with
i the launch of 652-cc Gold

complied with by IA, it
added.

"An TA/RA who uses Al
tools for servicing its clients
must provide complete dis-

closure of the extent of use
i 2.99 lakh (ex showroom
i Delhi).

to take informed decisions
i cycle companies in the
i world, Birmingham Small
i Arms Company (BSA), was
i acquired by the Mahindra
i group's premium motorcy-
: clesarm Classic Legends in
i 2016.

RA based on Al tools would

of such tools to its prospec-
tive clients, to enable them

of continuance or otherwise
with the IA/RA," Sebi sug-
gested in the consultation
paper.

Considering that the in-
vestment advice/ research
services provided by IA/

affect the investment deci-
sion of clients, Sebi said,

the responsibility of data
: which made a comeback in
i the UK in 2021, is currently
i being sold in Europe, Tur-
¢ key, New Zealand, and the
¢ Philippines.

IA/ RA, irrespective of the !
i about sharing a piece of
i world motorcycling history

security, compliance with
the regulatory provisions
governing investment advi-
sory services/research ser-
vices lies solely with the

scale and scenario of IA/
RA using Al tools.

Star 650 model priced at Rs

One of the oldest motor-

Classic Legends sells

i Jawa and Yezdi motorcycles
i in the country.

The BSA Gold Star 650,

"Bringing BSA to India is

with India. That indomita-
ble spirit of BSA, a brand
built in the fires of battle, is
imbued in the new Gold
Star," said Anand Mahin-
dra, Chairman Mahindra
Group at the launch.

The BSA brand is also set
to enter the US, Australia,
and Japan markets soon,
the company said.

Earlier this month, Clas-
sic Legends Private Limited
(CLPL) inked a joint ven-
ture (JV) pact with Tube
Investments of India Ltd
(TIIL) to use BSA Marks in
India.

Tube Investments is a
part of the Murugappa
Group of companies and
manufactures bicycles,
components, transmission
and engine parts for four-
wheelers and two-wheelers,
automotive and industrial
chains, precision steel tubes
and fitness equipment.
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The Green Thumb

By AjitaKale

How a Mumbaikar brought
together people to work
towards a cleaner and
greener city

“On August 15, 2014
when I heard Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi speak
about Swachchta, it
touched my heart,” says
Vishal Tibrewala

Every journey needs a
starting point, and for
Vishal Tibrewala, the
starting point was a speech
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on August 15,
2014, exactly a decade ago.
He spoke about swachata
or cleanliness. Less than a
year later, Tibrewala, a
resident of Andheri East
in Mumbai, started his
NGO ‘My Green Society’
with the help of his neigh-
bours, Ashok Goel, chair-
man of the society and
Sushil Jajoo, a director of
the society.

Founded on March 10,
2015, My Green Society
was set up with the objec-
tive of offsetting our car-

bon footprint, aligning

(4" e

with the country’s goal to
become a carbon-neutral
country by 2070. They
claim to be eligible for the
CSR Fund to support their
projects.

My Green Society has
successfully planted 29
AKkira Miyawaki forests,
50,000 native saplings, cre-
ated four nectar gardens
and created 25,000 seed
balls. They’ve installed so-
lar panels and CCTV cam-
eras in seven public toilets.
“I have cleaned 42 beaches
with 16,000 volunteers and
collected more than 20
tons of waste,” says
Tibrewala.

In the past decade, they
have also conducted 13
mangrove clean-ups at
Carter Road, Bandra, in
which 1400 volunteers par-
ticipated and three tons of
trash were collected. Now,
the NGO has renewed its
MOU with the Mangrove
Foundation until March
2025 to continue the work
of rejuvenating the
mangroves.

Under the GO BROWN

mission, the NGO has col-
lected more than 20 tons of
e-waste and processed itin
collaboration with
THRECO, The Recycling
Company at Khopoli. More
than 5000 kg of garden
waste was collected and

& - =™ b
-

NG .
converted to compost.
Another flagship project
is upcycling old bedsheets
into cloth bags called The-
lus to avoid the use of sin-
gle plastics. They work
with tribal women from
Palghar to stitch these
bags and the NGO has
made more than 85,000 the-
lus and distributed around
81000 until now. With this,
more than 130 tribal wom-
en have got employment at
Wada. Fourteen out of 34
villages have been activat-
ed, and there is still a band-
width of 20 more villages.
My green society works
closely with BMC to re-
duce the single-use plastic
menace by supplying The-
lus every month on a free-
of-cost basis. For effective
distribution of Thelus af-
ter creating awareness in
the public about the need
to use cloth bags, they
work with various centers
of the Mumbai Grahak
Panchayat with distribu-
tion support by an NGO
called Dream Marol.
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My Green Society has
collected 20,000 flags and
managed them as per the
flag code of India. More
than 500 kg of fruit peels
have been converted into
bio-enzymes. Similarly, 44
ponds have been de-silted

long canal has been creat-
ed, and three rainwater
harvesting setups have
been created in Mumbai
city.

My Green Society has
specially designed a pro-
gram for students from
Grade 5 to 8 aimed at sen-
sitizing them and pro-ac-
tively preparing them to
work and counter the ma-
jorissuesfaced by all of us,
like global warming, pollu-
tion, and unseasonal rain.
They have conducted more
than 100 seminars with
25,000 attendees.

Their work is steadily
growing and various or-
ganisations are partnering
with My Green Society to
work for making our cities
cleaner and greener.

 India only G20 nation

toachieve climate
targets ahead of
schedule: Modi

New Delhi: India is the
only country among G20
nations to have achieved its
climate targets under the
2015 Paris Agreement
ahead of schedule, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

i said on Thursday. H
i Addressing the nation :

from the ramparts of the
Red Fort on the 78th Inde-

i pendence Day, he said In-
i dia’s efforts to tackle the :

global challenge of climate
change have “reassured

i and surprised” the world. :
i “I want to tell the world
about the strength of my

country’s people. My coun-

: try and its people have ac-
i complished what other G20

nations have not.
“We have met the cli-

schedule. India is the only
nation among the G20

i countries to do so, and we
i are proud of it,” the prime

minister said.
As part of its updated

i national climate plan, or
in Wada district, a 4.5 km

Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs), to
limit global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius, India has
committed to achieving 500
gigawatts (GW) of non-fos-
sil fuel-based electricity
installed capacity by 2030.

“People in other coun-
tries look at me in amaze-
ment when they hear the
word ‘500 GW’,” Prime Min-
ister Modi said.

He expressed confidence
that India will meet this tar-
get. “This is crucial for hu-
manity and will serve as a
guarantee of a bright future
for our children,” Modi said.

At present, the country
has a power generation ca-
pacity of 446 gigawatts
(GW), including around 195
GW from non-fossil energy
sources.

{ Dakar: Children in West
i and Central Africa are in-

creasingly exposed to ex-
treme heat, which further

: endangers their health, ac-
i cording to a new report by

UNICEF.
The frequency of heat-

i waves in the region has
: more than quadrupled since

the 1960s, according to the
report published on Wednes-

i day. West Africa experi-
i enced an unprecedented

heat wave earlier this year
that led to a surge in deaths.

One hospital in Mali re-
ported 102 deaths in the first
four days of April, com-
pared to 130 deaths in the
entire month of April last
year. It’s unknown how
many of the fatalities were
due to the extreme weather
as such data cannot be made
public under the regulations
imposed by the country’s
military rulers.

The extreme heat is creat-
ing health concerns for chil-
dren and pregnant women
as it is linked to higher
chances of stillbirths, low
birth weight and preterm
births, according to the
report.

“Exposure to high levels

: of heat also leaves children

Extreme heat affecting

more vulnerable to develop-
ing chronic diseases and
contracting infectious ones
that spread in high tempera-
tures, such as malaria and
dengue,” David Knaute, a
regional climate specialist
for the UN’s children agen-
cy, told The Associated
Press.

Central Africa is current-
ly battling an outbreak of
mpox, previously known as
monkeypox, an infectious
disease that disproportion-
ally affects children. Offi-
cials at the Africa Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention said nearly 70% of
mpox cases in Congo are in
children younger than 15,
who also accounted for 85%
of deaths. On Wednesday,
the World Health Organiza-
tion declared the outbreak a
global emergency.

The UNICEF report
called on governments to
reduce carbon emissions to
get rising temperatures un-
der control and protect
children.

“They are growing up in
countries that have contrib-
uted almost nothing to cli-
mate change but are facing
some of the toughest conse-
quences,” Knaute said.

Wildfires growing under climate change, study says

Los Angeles: As wildfires
scorched swaths of land in
the wine country of Sono-
ma County in 2020, sending
ash flying and choking the
air with smoke, Maria Sali-
nas harvested grapes.

Her saliva turned black
from inhaling the toxins,
until one day she had so
much trouble breathing she
was rushed to the emergen-
cy room. When she felt bet-
ter, she went right back to
work as the fires raged on.

“What forces us to work
is necessity,” Salinas said.
“We always expose our-
selves to danger out of ne-
cessity, whether by fire or
disaster, when the weather
changes, when it's hot or

cold.”

As climate change in-
creases the frequency and
intensity of wildfires
around the world, a new
study shows that farm-
workers are paying a heavy
price by being exposed to
high levels of air pollu-
tion. And in Sonoma
County, the focus of the
work, researchers found
that a program aimed at de-
termining when it was safe
to work during wildfires did
not adequately protect
farmworkers.

They recommended a se-
ries of steps to safeguard
the workers' health, includ-
ing air quality monitors at
worKk sites, stricter require-

ments for employers, emer-
gency plans and trainings
in various languages, post-
exposure health screenings
and hazard pay.
Farmworkers are “expe-
riencing first and hardest
what the rest of us are just
starting to understand,"
Max Bell Alper, executive
director of the labor coali-
tion North Bay Jobs with
Justice, said Wednesday
during a webinar devoted to
the research, published in
July in the journal Geo-
Health. "And I think in
many ways that's analo-
gous to what's happening
all over the country. What
we are experiencing in Cali-
fornia is now happening

everywhere.”

Farmworkers face im-
mense pressure to work in
dangerous conditions.
Many are poor and don't get
paid unless they work. Oth-
ers who are in the country
illegally are more vulnera-
ble because of limited Eng-
lish proficiency, lack of
benefits, discrimination
and exploitation. These re-
alities make it harder for
them to advocate for better
working conditions and ba-
sic rights.

Researchers examined
data from the 2020 Glass
and LNU Lightning Com-
plex fires in northern Cali-
fornia's Sonoma County, a
region famous for its wine.

Athens burned area

Athens: A European Un-
ion satellite mapping agen-
cy says 104 square kilome-
tres (40 square miles) of
land was burned northeast
of Athens this week during
a deadly wildfire that gut-
ted scores of homes and
prompted multiple coun-
tries to send assistance.

The Copernicus Emer-
gency Management Service
announced the damage es-
timate Wednesday, a day
after the wildfire was con-
tained in a massive effort
that ended on the outskirts
of the capital.

A factory worker was
killed in the fire that swept
through mountainous are-
as southward, covering an
area almost twice the size
of Manhattan and blanket-
ing the Greek capital with a
thick cloud of smoke.

The fire damaged 22
businesses and rendered at

bigger than M

least 78 homes uninhabita-
ble, with nearly half of
them completely destroyed,
Greek officials said
Wednesday. Inspections in
fire-afflicted areas will con-
tinue in coming days.

Nine countries, includ-
ing neighbor Turkey, sent
assistance to Greece to

anhattan

boost ground crews and
water-dropping planes and
helicopters operating out-
side Athens.

The wildfire follows suc-
cessive heat waves across
southern Europe and low
levels of rainfall this year.

According to an updated
estimate by the National
Observatory of Athens,
over the past eight years
450 sq. kilometres (174 sq.
miles) of forest have been
burned in the Attica region
that includes Athens. That
amounts to 37% of the re-
gion’s total forested area.

Probe into landslide

L ad 5k -3 :
Shimla: Taking cogni-
sance of the landslide that
occurred at the site of an
under-construction tunnel
on the Kaithlighat-Dhalli
stretch of Kalka-Shimla
four-lane project here in
Himachal Pradesh, Deputy
Commissioner Anupam
Kashyap has ordered a
magisterial probe into the
matter, officials said on
Thursday.

A massive landslide oc-
curred on Tuesday on the
under-construction tunnel
near Shimla, leading to the
collapse of a portion of the
tunnel, thus disrupting the
construction work. No loss
of life has been reported in
the incident.

The landslide took place
near Chalaunti in the sub-
urbs of Shimla when a part
of the mountain under
which a tunnel was being
constructed fell on the en-
try point of the tunnel, re-
sulting in the collapse of a
part of the tunnel, officials

at tunnel site

said.

The investigation car-
ried out by Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate (ADM)
(Law & Order) Ajit Bhard-

waj will find out the cause

of the landslide i.e. wheth-

er it happened due to the
negligence of an official or
contractor, or was it a natu-
ral occurrence. A report on

the investigation is to be

submitted within two
weeks.
Shimla DC Anupam

Kashyap said safety of con-

struction workers is of ut-
most importance. An inves-
tigation has been ordered
to ensure adherence to all

construction standards :

and to safeguard public
safety, he said.
According to officials,

113 people have been killed :

in rain-related incidents
since the onset of monsoon
on June 27 (counted till Au-
gust 14) and the state suf-
fered losses of about Rs
1,083 crore in the period.

. Heavy rains
_continue
inKerala

Thiruvananthapuram: :
As heavy rains continued :
i to lash several parts of
i Kerala, the India Meteoro- :
logical Department (IMD)
on Thursday issued an or- :
ange alert for two districts
i of the state.
i The IMD sounded or- :
ange alerts in Kozhikode
and Wayanad districts of
i ingover open waters. It had
It said that due to a cy- :
i clonic circulation over the
Southeast Arabian Sea and :
South Kerala coast, the i
state would receive heavy
i rainfall between August 15 |
i to19. i

The IMD also issued yel- :
low alerts in the remaining
i 12 districts of Kerala for :
i the day.

An orange alert means
very heavy rain (6 cm to 20 :
cm) and a yellow alert
means heavy rainfall be- :
: tween 6 to 11 cm.

The IMD also issued an
orange alert in Pathanam-
thitta and Idukki districts :
i and Puerto Rico, where
It warned against going
i fishing in the Kerala - Lak- :
shadweep - Karnataka :
coastal region from August :
15 to 19, citing chances of
i strong winds and bad
¢ weather conditions.

the state, for the day.

for Friday.

San Juan:
i strengthened into a hurri-
i cane Wednesday as it

Ernesto becomes a hurricane

Ernesto

dropped torrential rain on
Puerto Rico and left nearly
half of all clients in the US
territory without power as
it threatened to become a
major storm en route to
Bermuda.

The storm was located
about 225 miles (365 km)
northwest of San Juan,
Puerto Rico and was mov-

maximum sustained winds
of 75 mph (120 kph) and was
moving northwest at 16
mph (26 kph).

An island-wide blackout
was reported in St John

i and St Croix, and at least

six cell phone towers were
knocked offline across the
US territory, said Daryl

i Jaschen, emergency man-

agement director.

He added that the air-
ports in St Croix and St
Thomas were expected to

¢ reopen at midday.

Schools and government
agencies remained closed
in the US Virgin Islands

heavy flooding was report-
ed in several areas, forcing
officials to block roads,
some of which were strewn
with trees. More than 140
flights also were cancelled

¢ to and from Puerto Rico.

Amid the relentless rain,
officials opened one of
Puerto Rico’s biggest dams
and evacuated some resi-
dents from the north coast-
al town of Toa Baja as tor-
rents of churning brown
water flowed toward it.

Between 4 to 6 inches of
rain is expected in the US
and British Virgin Islands
and between 6 to 8inches in
Puerto Rico, with up to 10
inches in isolated areas.

Puerto Rico’s power grid
was razed by Hurricane
Maria in September 2017 as
a Category 4 storm, and it
remains frail as crews con-
tinue to rebuild the
system.

Rooftop solar systems
are scarce but keep grow-
ing in Puerto Rico, where
fossil fuels generate 94% of
the island’s electricity. At
the time Maria hit, there
were 8,000 rooftop installa-
tions, compared with more
than 117,000 currently, ac-
cording to the Institute for
Energy Economics and Fi-
nancial Analysis.

Ernesto is the fifth
named storm and the third
hurricane of this year’s At-
lantic hurricane season.
Since 1966, only four other
years have had three or
more hurricanes in the At-
lantic by mid-August, ac-
cording to Philip Klotz-
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140

Flights cancelled
to and from
Puerto Rico

2,35,000
People without
without water as
aresult of power
outages

7,00,000
People without

power in Puerto
Rico

bach, Colorado State
University hurricane
researcher.

and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration has predicted an
above-average Atlantic

hurricane season this year :
i flash floods, and cloud-

because of record warm
ocean temperatures. It
forecast 17 to 25 named
storms, with four to seven
major hurricanes of Cate-
gory 3 or higher.

. Met issues
. orange alert for
. Himachal

Shimla: Rain-induced
landslides and flash floods

i in several parts of the
i Himachal Pradesh since

the past week have thrown
life out of gear, blocking
over 120 roads, uprooting

i trees and inundating low-
! lying areas, according to

officials.
A total of 126 roads, in-
cluding two national high-

i ways, in the state are closed
for vehicular movement,
: officials said on Thursday.

Meanwhile, the local me-
teorological office issued

i an ‘orange’ alert for heavy
i to very heavy rains on

Thursday and a ‘yellow’
alert for heavy rain in iso-

: lated parts of the state till
i August 21.

Kangra, Sirmaur and Bi-
laspur districts received
heavy rains overnight, with
some streams overflowing,

i trees uprooting and roads
The National Oceanic i

being waterlogged in
Kangra.

Roads are being con-
stantly be closed and reo-
pened owing to landslides,

bursts across the state. The
number of roads shut on
Wednesday evening in-

i creased from 75 to 126 on
¢ Thursday morning.
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Taliban deprives 1.4 million
Afghan girls of schooling

Kabul: The Taliban have
deliberately deprived 1.4
million Afghan girls of
schooling through
bans, a UN agency said
Thursday.

Afghanistan is the only
country in the world with
bans on female secondary
and higher education.

The Taliban, who took
power in 2021, barred edu-
cation for girls above sixth
grade because they said it
didn’t comply with their
interpretation of Sharia,
or Islamic law. They didn’t
stop it for boys and show
no sign of taking the steps
needed to reopen class-
rooms and campuses for
girls and women.

UNESCO said at least
1.4 million girls have been
deliberately denied access
to secondary education
since the takeover, an in-
crease of 3,00,000 since its
previous count in April
2023, with more girls
reaching the age limit of
12 every year.

“If we add the girls who
were already out of school
before the bans were in-
troduced, there are now
almost 2.5 million girls in
the country deprived of
their right to education,
representing 80 per cent
of Afghan school-age
girls,” UNESCO said.

The Taliban could not
be immediately reached
for comment.

Access to primary edu-
cation has also fallen
since the Taliban took
power in August 2021,
with 1.1 million fewer girls
and boys attending school,
according to UNESCO
data.

The UN agency warned
that authorities have “al-
most wiped out” two dec-
ades of steady progress
for education in Afghani-
stan. “The future of an
entire generation is now
in jeopardy,” it added.

It said Afghanistan had
5.7 million girls and boys
in primary school in 2022,

compared with 6.8 million
in 2019. The enrollment
drop was the result of the
Taliban decision to bar fe-

male teachers from teach-

ing boys, UNESCO said

but could also be ex-

plained by alack of paren-
tal incentive to send their
children to school in an
increasingly tough eco-
nomic environment.
“UNESCO is alarmed

by the harmful conse- :
quences of this increas- i
ingly massive drop-out
rate, which couldlead toa :

rise in child labor and
early marriage,” it said.
The Taliban Wednesday
celebrated three years of
rule at Bagram Air Base,
but there was no mention

of the country’s hardships
or promises to help the

struggling population.

Decades of conflict and :

instability have left mil-
lions of Afghans on the
brink of hunger and star-
vation and unemployment
is high.

Record number
of candidates

. inSriLankan
. presidential race

i Colombo: A total of 39 can-
i didates, including three mi- i
i nority Tamils and two Bud-
i dhist monks, are in the fray
i for next month’s presiden- :
i tial election in Sri Lanka,
: the election commission :
{ announced here on i
i Thursday.
i However, there wasnota
single woman candidate
i among the 39 presidential :
i aspirantsfor the September

21 election.

In the last presidential :
election in 2019, there were i
35 candidates while there
were only six candidates in
the first-ever presidential :
i election held in October
1982
On the last day to file pa- §
| i pers on Thursday, nomina-

tions were accepted from 9
am to 11 am local time after
Wednesday’s closure of pay-
ing deposits to the contest.

There were 40 deposits
paid but one of them
has chosen not to file
nominations.

said there were three objec-
tions against three candi-
dates, which were rejected
by the commission.

There were more than 17
million eligible voters in the

22 electoral districts :
throughout the island na- i
tion. Besides incumbent
President Wickremesinghe, :

the other prominent candi-
dates are Namal Rajapaksa,
the 38-year-old heir to the
Rajapaksa dynasty, the
main opposition leader Sa-
jith Premadasa and the

Marxist JVP leader Anura

Kumara Dissanayake.

This will be the first elec-
tion since SriLanka plunged

into economic crisis when
the island nation declared
sovereign default in mid-
April of 2022, its first since

¢ gaining independence.

of five concerts of Taylor Swift’s Eras Tour.

— e

Fans of singer Taylor Swift, called Swifties, arrive at Wembley Stadium in London on Thursday for the first
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[srael-Hamas war: Mediators hold cease-fire
talks as Palestinian death toll nears 40,000

Jerusalem: International
mediators were set to hold

i anewround of talks Thurs-
R M A L Rathnayake, the :
election commission chief, :

day aimed at halting the
Israel-Hamas war and se-
curing the release of scores
of hostages, with a poten-
tial deal seen as the best
hope of heading off an even
larger regional conflict.
The United States, Qatar
and Egypt were to meet
with an Israeli delegation
in Qatar as the Palestinian
death toll from the
10-month-old war nears
40,000. Hamas has not said
whether it will participate,
accusing Israel of adding
new demands to an evolv-
ing proposal that had US
and international support.
A cease-fire in Gaza
would likely calm tensions
across the region and may
persuade Iran and Leba-
non’s Hezbollah to refrain
from retaliatory strikes on
Israel after the Kkilling of a

: top Hezbollah commander

et 1L} d N

in an Israeli airstrike and
of Hamas’ top political
leader in an explosion in
Iran’s capital.

The mediators have
spent months trying to
hammer out a three-phase
planin which Hamas would
release scores of hostages
captured in the October 7
attack that triggered the
war in exchange for a last-
ing cease-fire, the with-
drawal of Israeli forces
from Gaza and the release
of Palestinians imprisoned
by Israel.

11 children evacuated
The World Health Organi-

with cancer have been
evacuated from the
Gaza Strip for medical
treatment.

Israel has mostly sealed
off the territory since
launching an operation in
Rafah, on the border with
Egypt, in May. Israel con-
trols all transfer points
into and out of Gaza and
has only allowed a small
number of patients to
leave for treatment.

Nermine Abu Shaaban,
the patient evacuation co-
ordinator for the WHO,
says the children were
transferred through the

Kerem Shalom crossing
into Israel and were head-
ed to neighboring Jordan
for treatment. Seven of the
children were transferred
by ambulance and the re-
mainder on a bus. The
evacuation was organized
by the WHO and two US
charities.

Israel allows each pa-
tient to be accompanied by
a female escort vetted by
security services, who can
bring a small bag of
clothes, one mobile phone
and a charger.

The war between Israel
and Hamas, now in its 11th
month, has decimated
Gaza’s health system.
Most hospitals have shut
down after running out of
fuel or supplies, or follow-
ing raids by Israeli forces.
Israel accuses Hamas and
other militants of shelter-
ing in hospitals, allega-
tions denied by hospital
staff.

Donald Trump
former
President, US

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“You know why

she hasn’t done an
interview? She’s

not smart. She’s not
intelligent. And we’ve
gone through enough
of that with this guy,
crooked Joe.”

New York: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will address
members of the Indian-
American community at a
mega diaspora event here
next month when he visits
the US for the high-level UN
General Assembly session.

The community event
will be held on September

22 at the 16,000-seater Nas-
sau Coliseum in Long
Island.

Modi is scheduled to ad-
dress the high-level UN
General Assembly session
here on September 26, ac-
cording to a provisional list
of speakers issued by the
UN.

Sources told PTI that :
preparations are in full

swing for the community
event in Long Island, com-
ing 10 years after Modi had
addressed a massive com-
munity gathering at the
famed Madison Square Gar-

den in New York in Septem- :
! ropes, sparked the contro-

ber 2014.

Investigation into Katy

Perry music video

{ Madrid: In her new mu-
i sic video, Katy Perry pre-

tends to be one of the
thousands of tourists hav-
ing the time of their lives
on Spain’s Balearic Is-
lands in the Mediterrane-

i an. But some parts, filmed

in a protected natural en-
clave, could bring
trouble.

The regional govern-
ment is investigating the
video for her latest song,
“Lifetimes”, for the clips in
which the 39-year-old
American singer and song-

! writer appears jumping

and running across dunes
of the Ses Salines Natural
Park, a protected area on
the islands of Ibiza and
Formentera, apparently
without permission.

The images taken on
the dunes of the private
islet of S’Espalmador,
“one of the most ecologi-
cally valuable sites on the
islands” and in an area
cordoned off from the
public with sticks and

versy, according to local
media.

The regional authori-
ties have opened “prelimi-
nary investigation pro-
ceedings”, according to a
statement released on
Tuesday, after the produc-
tion company failed to ap-
ply for the appropriate
permits.

The filming wouldn’t
have been an environmen-
tal offense, because this
type of production can be
authorised with a permit,
the department of natural
environment added.

Her label, Universal
Music, said the local video
production company had
assured it that all neces-
sary permits for the video
were secured. When it

still being processed, “we
were given verbal author-
ity to go ahead” a day be-
fore the shoot, which took
place July 27, a label
spokesperson said in an
email to The Associated
Press.

No bidders for Suu Kyi home

Yangon: A second attempt
to auction the family home
of Myanmar’s imprisoned
former leader Aung San Suu
Kyi failed on Thursday after
no bidders showed up, likely
deterred by the court-or-
dered asking price of $142
million.

Suu Kyi spent 15 years in
the home under house ar-
rest, hosting visiting digni-
taries including U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama,
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon, and
many see it as a historical
landmark in her nonviolent
struggle against military
rule, for which she won the
Nobel Peace Prize.

The minimum sale price
of 300 billion kyats was a re-
duction from the initial at-
tempt in March to get 315
billion kyats, about $150 mil-

lion at official rates.

With black-market ex-
change rates, which better
reflect the real value of the
kyat — which has been
plummeting — the March
asking price was about $90
million and the current
price was closer to $46 mil-
lion — still a lot to pay in a
country in the middle of a
civil war where nearly half
the people are living below

the national poverty line of
76 U.S. cents per day, accord-
ing to the United Nations.

Proceeds from the sale of
the 1.9-acre (0.78-hectare)
lakeside property in Yangon
were to be split between Suu
Kyi and her estranged older
brother. Suu Kyi’s lawyers
had challenged the auction
order.

The attempted auction
was held in front of the

closed gates of the property,
which has served as an unof-
ficial party headquarters
and a political shrine for the
country’s pro-democracy
movement.

It lasted less than one
minute before a district
court official announced
there had been no bidders

and she ended the
proceedings.
According to legal proce-

dures, the court will contin-
ue to handle the auction
process, but the details are
not yet known.

The two-story colonial-
style building in Yangon, the
country’s largest city, was
given decades ago by the
government to Suu Kyi’s
mother, Khin Kyi, after her
husband, independence
hero Gen. Aung San, was as-
sassinated in July 1947.

Suu Kyi, 79, remained

there after her 2010 release
from house arrest until

moving in 2012 to the capital, :
Naypyitaw, to serve in par- i
liament. She became the na- :
tion’s leader after a 2015 :

general election.

Her elected government
was ousted in an army take-
over in February 2021, and
Suu Kyi is now serving a
combined 27-year sentence

after being convicted of a !

string of criminal charges.

Her supporters and inde-
pendent analysts say the :

charges were concocted to
discredit her and legitimize
the military’s seizure of
power.

The court-ordered auc-
tion followed a bitter dec-

ades-long legal dispute be- :
¢ French President Emmanuel Macron welcomes Togo’s President Faure

i Gnassingbe during a ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the Allied

¢ landings in Provence during World War Il, at the Boulouris National Cemetery
¢ in Boulour

tween Suu Kyi and her
brother, Aung San Oo, who
has sought an equal division
of the property.

Probe starts against Hasina

i Dhaka: Bangladesh’s In-
i ternational Crimes Tribu-
i nal has started an investi-
i gation against former
! prime minister Sheikh
i Hasina and nine others on
i charges of genocide and
i crimes against humanity
i that took place from July 15
i to August 5 during stu-
: dents’ mass movement
against her government.

A complaint was filed on

i Wednesday with the inves-
! tigation agency of Bangla-
i desh’s International
i Crimes Tribunal against
i Hasina, Awami League gen-
i eral secretary and former
i road transport and bridges
i minister Obaidul Quader,
i former home minister Asa-
duzzaman Khan Kamal,
: and several other promi-
! nent figures within the
i party.

learned one permit was

The complainant’s law-
yer Gazi MH Tamim con-
firmed on Thursday that
the Tribunal started the
probe, The Dhaka Tribune
newspaper reported.

He said the investigation
agency started the investi-

gation on Wednesday night.

The Hasina-led Awami
League along with its affili-
ated organisations is also
named in the petition.

The petition was filed by
Bulbul Kabir, the father of
Arif Ahmed Siam, a Class
IX student who was Kkilled
during the anti-discrimina-
tion student movement.

Kabir’s application ac-
cuses Hasina and others of
orchestrating a violent
crackdown on student pro-
testors, resulting in wide-
spread casualties and hu-

man rights violations.

The complaint came on a
day when the interim gov-
ernment said that the mur-
ders conducted within the
period from July 1 to August
5would be tried by the Inter-
national Crimes Tribunal.

Separately, a case of en-
forced disappearance was
filed on Wednesday against
Hasina and several others,
including former ministers
of her cabinet, on the
charge of kidnapping a law-
yer in 2015.
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Congress attacks PM over seating, civil code and Nehru

By Correspondent

New Delhi: The Congress
on Thursday said that mak-
ing Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
dhi sit in the fifth row at the
Independence Day celebra-
tions at the Red Fort shows
the Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s “pettiness” and
lack of respect for demo-
cratic traditions.

The opposition party’s at-
tack came after sources in-
volved in organising of the
event said all seating ar-
rangements were done “as
per the table of precedence”.
They said it was decided
this year that “Paris Olym-
pics medal winners” would
be honoured as special
guests at the Independence
Day celebrations.

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate claimed
that Prime Minister Modi is

aperson with a “petty mind-
set” and he keeps giving
proof of that himself. “It is
futile to expect big things
from small-minded people.
Narendra Modi certainly
showed his frustration by
making Leader of the Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi sit in
the fifth row during the In-
dependence Day celebra-
tions, but this does not make
any difference to Rahul Gan-
dhi and he will keep raising
issues of the people as he
has been doing,” she said in
a video statement on X.
Gandhi was seen sitting
behind a few rows of seats,
which were occupied by
members of the Indian con-
tingent that took part in the
recently-held Paris Games.

Gross insult to
Ambedkar

The Congress also took ex-
ception to Prime Minister

Q¢

Narendra Modi’s “commu-
nal civil code” remark, say-
ingit was a “grossinsult” to
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
and alleged that the PM’s
capacity for “malice, mis-
chief, and maligning” of
history was on full display
from the Red Fort.

In his Independence Day
address Modi said, “A large
section of the country be-

lieves, which is true also,
that the civil code is actu-
ally in a way is a communal
civil code. It discriminates
(among people).”
Slamming the PM, Con-
gress general secretary in-
charge communications
Jairam Ramesh said, “The
non-biological PM’s capac-
ity for malice, mischief, and
maligning of history knows

no bounds. It was on full dis-
play today from the Red
Fort. To say that we have
had a ‘communal civil code’
till now is a gross insult to
Dr. Ambedkar, who was the
greatest champion of re-
forms in Hindu personal
laws that became a reality
by the mid-1950s. These re-
forms had been bitterly op-
posed by the RSS and the
Jan Sangh,” he said in a
post on X.

Why no Nehru?

Jairam Ramesh also took a
strong objection to Jawaha-
rlal Nehru’s name not find-
ing mention among iconic
personalities of the inde-
pendence movement in
President Droupadi Mur-
mu’s address, alleging it is
part of the continuing cam-
paign to erase India’s first
prime minister from
history.

Some trying to destroy brotherhood: Kharge

New Delhi: Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Thursday said “some forc-
es” are trying to destroy “our brother-
hood” by forcibly imposing their views,
and urged people to be ready to make sac-
rifices to protect the Constitution.

In his message on the occasion of the
78th Independence Day, Kharge also said
it is a matter of concern that constitution-
al and autonomous institutions have been
“puppets”

turned into
government.

“The opposition is like oxygen for de-
mocracy. Along with stopping the uncon-
stitutional attitude of the government, it
also raises the issues of the public,” he
said in a video message posted on X. The
dream of our freedom fighters was to
maintain unity in diversity. But some
forces are trying to destroy our brother-
hood by forcibly imposing their views on
the country,” Kharge alleged.

Kharge slammed the RSS, saying that
the Sangh Parivar promoted Britishers’

benefit.

by the

divide-and-rule policy for their own

“Unity in diversity is our strength and
not a weakness. Some people propagate
that we got independence easily but the
truth is that lakhs of people made sacri-
fices, left their homes and even people
from well-to-do families spent time in
jails,” he said.

Instead of walking the path shown by
them, the rulers of today are giving en-

couragement to divisive thinking, he said.

“They mark Vibhajan Vibhishika Sm-
riti Diwas with the intention of spreading
hatred. Those who did not participate in
the Independence movement give advice
to the Congress party and without any
contribution want to get counted among
the martyrs,” the Congress president said.

The Modi government has been observ-
ing August 14 as the Partition Horrors

Remembrance Day since 2021 in remem-

brance of those who lost their lives during
the country’s partition.

DK hints at bypoll contest

Bengaluru: Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar on Thursday
participated in the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations
and hoisted the national
flag in the by-poll bound
Channapatna, a move that
is being seen with political
connotations.

Shivakumar, who is also
the State Congress chief, is
neither the MLA represent-
ing Channapatna nor the
in-charge Minister of Ra-
managara district, which
was recently renamed as
Bengaluru South, under
which Channapatna taluk
comes.

The Deputy CM, who par-
ticipated in the Independ-
ence Day celebrations in
Channapatna for the first
time, has dropped enough
hints in recent times that he
may contest the by-poll
from the segment.

Shivakumar currently
represents the neighbour-
ing Kanakapura segment.

Channapatna bypoll is
necessitated as the seat fell
vacant following the elec-
tion of its representative --
JD(S) leader and now Union

Minister H D Kumaraswa-
my -- to Lok Sabha in the
recent elections.

The byelection schedule
for this Assembly seat is yet
to be announced by the
Election Commission.

Though there were talks
earlier that Shivakumar’s
brother and former MP D K
Suresh, who lost from Ban-
galore Rural Lok Sabha seg-
ment, may be fielded by
Congress in Channapatna,
speculations are now rife in
the political circles, espe-
cially the grand old party,
that the Deputy CM may
himself enter the fray to
avenge his brother’s defeat
and to re-establish his clout
in the region.

According to sources, if
Shivakumar contests and
wins from Channapatna, he
may vacate the seat that he
currently represents for
Suresh.

Addressing the Inde-
pendence Day event, Shiva-
kumar said he would work
for the development and
wellbeing of the citizens of
Channapatna, as he also
took a veiled dig at his po-
litical bete noire Kumaras-
wamy for “abandoning”
them, without taking his
name.

“It is an opportunity for
me to come and hoist the
flag here. For the last 35
years I have been partici-
pating in such events in
Kanakapura, also Ramana-
gara and Bengaluru. Today
I’'m doing this pious work in
Channapatna before you.
As there is no representa-
tive (MLA) from Channapa-
tna segment to hoist the
flag, T have come here as the
son of your house. I have
not come to do politics, but
to show how development
can be made,” he said.

Stating that Channapa-
tana was close to his heart
and he liked the place and
its people, Shivakumar, lat-
er speaking to reporters,
said: “it is unfortunate that
the previous MLA (Kumar-
aswamy) did not attend

such celebrations (Inde-
pendence Day) here...prob-

ably he did not value inde- :

pendence and freedom
struggle.”

“People have affection
towards us (Congress) as
the party got freedom for

the country. They want to :

support the party and the
government. People have

decided it,” he said, express- :
ing confidence about Con- :

gress’ win in the by-poll.

Both Channapatna and
Kanakapura are part of the :

Vokkaliga dominated Ra-
managara or now Bengalu-

ru South district, which is :
Shivakumar’s home turf i

and, for Kumaraswamy, it is
the “place of his political
birth”, as he himself has
declared several times.

It comes under the Ban- :
galore Rural Lok Sabha seg-

ment from where Kumaras-
wamy’s brother-in-law and

eminent cardiologist C N :
Manjunath won as a BJP
candidate as part of an ar- i
rangement between alli- :
ance partners BJP and

JD(S), by defeating Suresh,

which Shivakumar wantsto :

avenge.

Martyr
captain
cremated

Dehradun: Uttarakhand

Governor Lt Gen (Retd)
Gurmeet Singh and Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami on Thursday placed

wreaths on the mortal re- :

mains of Captain Deepak
Singh at the Jollygrant air-
port here.

They also met the mar- :
i tyr’s father Mahesh Singh
at the airport and commis-
erated with him for hisloss. i

They assured him of all pos-

sible help from the state

government.

Singh was at the airport :

along with other family
members and relatives to
receive the mortal remains
of his son.

Captain Deepak Singh of :
48 Rashtriya Rifles was i

killed in an encounter with
terrorists at Doda in Jam-
mu and Kashmir recently.

g

CM, Bihar

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“You are just
69? Then why
do you look so
haggard?
Look at me
lam 74”.

Nitish Kumar

Odisha announces one-day menstrual leave

Bhubaneswar: Odisha’s
Deputy Chief Minister Pra-
vati Parida on Thursday
announced a day’s paid
menstrual leave for state

i government and private

“Martyr Captain Deepak
Singh is the pride of Veerb- :
hoomi Uttarakhand. His
sacrifice in the service of :
i Mother India will continue :
i to instil patriotism among
i the youth.

sector employees.

The leave, however, will
be optional.

Parida, who is also in
charge of the women and
child development depart-

{ ment, made the announce-

ment after attending an In-
dependence Day
programme in Cuttack.

The women employees
can take the leave on the
first or second day of the
menstrual cycle. “It will be
optional,” she said.

An Odia girl had raised
her voice seeking paid leave
during periods at the Unit-
ed Nations Civil Society
Conference 2024 held in

Nairobi, Kenya.

Ranjita Priyadarshini, a
woman activist from Odis-
ha, had also drawn the at-
tention of all the delegates
at the international confer-
ence regarding paid leave
for women during
menstruation.

She argued that women
across the world suffer due
to physical pain during
their menstruation.

New Delhi: The decade
from 2010 to 2020 has been
the “deadliest” with an
“alarming” spike in deaths
due to lightning incidents,
according to an analysis of
the data shared by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRB).

The data showed a rise in
the average annual fatali-
ties per state and union ter-
ritory from 38 during 1967-
2002 to 61 in the period from
2003-2020, the research
showed.

Additionally, average
deaths due to lightning in
Indian states and union ter-
ritories (UTs) almost tripled
from 28 in 1986 to 81 in 2016,
it noted.

A team of researchers,
including those from Fakir
Mohan University in Odis-
ha, found that lightning

caused 1,01,309 deaths be-
tween 1967 and 2020, with an
“alarming development”
from 2010-2010, showing the
highest increase.

“The data show an in-
crease in the average an-
nual fatalities per states and
UTs from 38 in the period
1967 to 2002, to 61 from 2003
to 2020. Notably, the decade
from 2010 to 2020 emerges as
the deadliest in terms of
lightning incidents,” the au-
thors wrote in the study
published in the journal En-
vironment, Development
and Sustainability.

“This amounts to an av-
erage of 1,876 deaths annu-
ally. The long-term national
annual average fatality was
46 per state and UT, ranging
from 28 (in 1986) to 81 (in
2016),” they added.

Climate change, which is

driving extreme conditions,
is likely to worsen this situ-
ation in the country in the
coming years, they said.

Discerning trends at
both state and regional lev-
els, the researchers found
that Madhya Pradesh regis-
tered the highest number of
fatalities due to lightning,
followed by Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, and
Odisha.

However, deaths per
1,000 square kilometres of
area were found to be the
highest in the “relatively
small” states of Bihar (79
deaths), followed by West
Bengal (76), and Jharkhand
(42), compared to those in
larger states, they said.

The Central Indian re-
gion has seen a consistent
increase in deaths due to
lightning since records be-

gan in 1967, the authors
found.

With highest death rates
experienced over the years,
the region is the most vul-
nerable to lightning fatali-
ties, followed by northeast

India, which witnessed a
pronounced escalation be-
ginning in 2001, they said.
According to the re-
search team, the sharp rise
in lightning-related inci-
dents in the northeast can

be due to deforestation, de-
pletion of water bodies,
global warming, along with
increased vulnerability of
people as they engage in
more outdoor activities.
They also said that the

high rates of deaths due to
lightning in developing and
underdeveloped countries
can be attributed to com-
bined effects of these fac-
tors -- people engaging in
labour-intensive activities
such as farming during
thunderstorms, a low hu-
man development index,
ineffective early warning
systems, among others.

While developing coun-
tries such as India may be
more prepared against
large-scale events such as
cyclones, floods and
droughts, they are the least
prepared at the govern-
ment level against light-
ning and heatwaves, the
researchers said.

The study also critically
evaluated how many states
and union territories cur-
rently have their lightning

policies and action plans in
place.

“Only seven out of 36
states and UTs have devel-
oped these plans to date.
Most vulnerable states, in-
cluding Madhya Pradesh,
QOdisha, Bihar, West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Tamilnadu, as
well as all northern and
northeastern states, have
not yet formulated a state
lightning action plan as di-
rected by the National Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity,” the authors wrote.

They said that while sev-
eral studies have analysed
lightning in the Indian re-
gions using data from
ground and spatial sources,
fewer studies have looked
at deaths due to lightning
at state and regional
levels.
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eries of accusati

Kolkata: West Bengal Gov-
ernor CV Ananda Bose on
Thursday termed the van-
dalism at RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital a
“shame to civil society,”
while Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee blamed
the “CPI(M)-BJP” for the
incident, amid a week of
protests by junior doctors
over the alleged rape-mur-
der of a doctor.

Around midnight, a
group of around 40 people,
posing as protesters, en-
tered the hospital, vandalis-
ing the emergency depart-
ment, nursing station, and
medicine store, while also
damaging CCTV cameras
and ransacking a stage
where junior doctors had
been demonstrating since
August 9.

Police detained nine per-
sons for their alleged in-
volvement in the incident.

Even as Banerjee ac-
cused the CPI(M) and BJP
of carrying out the vandal-
ism to create disturbances
in the state, the saffron
camp criticised the state
administration for failing
to protect the protesting
doctors and prevent the
vandalism, demanding that
the army be deployed if the
TMC government cannot
control the situation.

The young woman doc-
tor, whose body was found
on August 9, was allegedly
raped and murdered while
on duty. A civic volunteer
was arrested the following
day in connection with the
crime.

Meanwhile, the CBI,
probing the case, has re-
quested the call details of
the civic volunteer, met
with the victim’s family
members, and questioned
the officer-in-charge of
Tala police station, which
has jurisdiction over the
area where the incident
took place.

Healthcare services in

the state have remained
crippled for seven days in a
row due to the cease-work
by junior doctors demand-
ing justice for their col-
league, with emergency
and outpatient depart-
ments in most state-run
hospitals still closed, caus-
ing significant distress
among patients.

Governor Bose visited
the hospital on Thursday
afternoon to assess the situ-
ation and spoke with agitat-
ing doctors.

“Yesterday’s vandalism
is a shame to civil society.
It’s a shame to all of hu-
manity that young girls are
not protected. This blood-
bath cannot be allowed any-
more. This must stop,” Bose
told reporters.

He added, “I am with you
and we will work together
to solve this. I assure you
justice. My ears and eyes
are open.”

Talking to reporters out-
side Raj Bhavan in the
evening, Banerjee said the
“CPI(M)-BJP” have jointly

Doctorrape
and murder

carried out this vandalism
to create disturbances in
Bengal.

“Some political parties -
CPI(M)-BJP - are behind
the attack and it has carried
out vandalism and attack to
malign the state and create
disturbances. I don’t blame
the students and the agitat-
ing doctors,” she said.

Those behind the vandal-
ism at RG Kar Hospital are
outsiders, the CM said.

Banerjee said she will hit
the streets on Friday even-
ing to demand justice for
the deceased lady doctor.

The vandalism took
place amidst widespread
protests by women across
the state in response to the
“Reclaim the Night” cam-
paign, rallying against the
horrific alleged killing of
the doctor.

The vandalism triggered
strong reactions from vari-
ous quarters. Nurses at the

hospital staged protests
against the violence, de-
manding enhanced securi-
ty measures.

Meanwhile, doctors as-
serted that the attack was
intended to demoralise
their protests but only
strengthened their resolve
to seek justice for their
colleague.

Kolkata Police Commis-
sioner Vineet Goyal, who
visited the premises last
night, indicated that an in-
vestigation is underway
and mentioned that a “ma-
licious media campaign”
might have exacerbated the
situation.

“My men have also been
injured in the attack...
What have police not done
to crack this case? But
there has been a malicious
media campaign that has
been going on,” he said.

The Calcutta High Court
on Tuesday ordered the
transfer of the probe to the
CBL.

Protests erupted across
the state on Independence

jons after hospital vandalised

Day, with thousands of :
women taking to the streets i
at midnight to protest the i
i Prabhat was on Thursday
spurred by the ‘Reclaim the
Night’ campaign, which :
gained momentum on so- :
cial media and spread to
key areas in both small :
i September 30. H

An order issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs :

rape-murder of the doctor,

towns and major cities.

The BJP demanded the !
resignation of Mamata Ba- :
nerjee, accusing her gov-
ernment of failing to main- i
tain law and order, and
announced that the party’s i
women’s wing will hold a
candlelight rally at her Ka- :
lighat residence on Friday

to protest the vandalism.

can’t control the situation,

then they should call in the
army. The CM should re- :
sign,” said BJP state presi- :
i specialised anti-Naxal po- :
i lice force ‘Greyhounds’ of :
nal Ghosh countered, ques- !
tioning whether CMs in
BJP-ruled states have re-

dent Sukanta Majumdar.
Senior TMC leader Ku-

signed for similar i
incidents. H
“Did the Chief Ministers :

of BJP-ruled states resign :
when similar incidents i
took place? The answer is i
no. Whoever is involved in
vandalism must be arrested
regardless of party affilia- :
tions. The opposition is do- :
ing dirty politics over the :

incident,” he said.

Meanwhile, TMC leader :
and medical practitioner :
¢ was approving a proposal of
moved from his position as :
party spokesperson for air-
ing his views, demanded
that the culprits involvedin
the vandalism be arrested

Santanu Sen, who was re-

by Thursday night.

The SUCI (Communist)
has called for a 12-hour gen-
eral strike in West Bengal
on August 16 to protest the
hospital vandalism but Ba- :
nerjee responded by saying
the state government does :
not support strikes and will
ensure that normal life is i

not disrupted.

. IPS Nalin Prabhat
. made Special DG
. of J-K Police

New Delhi: Highly deco-
rated IPS officer Nalin

appointed as Special Direc-
tor General of Jammu and

Kashmir Police and will i

Hindus facing violence
for no reason: Bhagwat

head the force after the re- i P&

tirement of R R Swain on

said that Prabhat, a 1992 IPS

of Andhra Pradesh cadre, is H
sent to Jammu and Kash-

mir with “immediate

effect”.

It said that upon the re- :
tirement of Swain on Sep-
i tember 30, “Prabhat is ap-
“If the state government
i Kashmir”.
Prabhat, 55, is a three- i

pointed as DGP, Jammu and

time police gallantry medal
winner and has headed the

Andhra Pradesh, his former
cadre state.

He has extensively served :
i inthe CRPFasheheadedits :
i Kashmir region deploy-

ment as the IG operations
and ADG.

Wednesday curtailed Prab-
hat’s tenure as NSG direc-

tor general and ordered his :
inter-cadre deputation from

Andhra Pradesh to the
AGMUT.

An order issued by the
Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet (ACC) said it

the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) to “curtail” the
tenure of the 1992-batch IPS
as DG of the National Secu-
rity Guard (NSG).

The order said it also has
approved the “inter-cadre
deputation of Prabhat, IPS
from Andhra Pradesh to
AGMUT cadre initially for a

period of three years from
the date of joining the AG- :

MUT cadre or until further
orders, whichever is earlier,

in relaxation of inter-cadre :
i deputation guidelines.”

Nagpur: Amid targeted at-
tacks on the Hindu minori-
ty community in Bangla-
desh, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Thursday said
Hindus living there were

: being subjected to violence

for no reason, and added
that our country has the
responsibility to ensure
they do not face any injus-
tice and atrocities.

He was speaking after
hoisting the national flag at
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) headquar-
ters in Mahal area here on
the occasion of Independ-

¢ ence Day.
The government on :

“The coming generation
has the duty to protect the
‘swa’ of the ‘swatantrata’
(freedom) because there are
always people in the world
who want to dominate oth-
er countries and we have to
be alert and careful, and
protect ourselves from
them,” he said.

The situation does not
remain the same all the
time. Sometimes it is good,
while it is not so good at
others. These ups and
downs will continue, he
said.

“We can see the situation
now. A lot violence is taking
place in the neighbouring
country and Hindus living
there are facing the heat
without any reason,” he
said without naming
Bangladesh.

“India has the tradition

of helping others. We have

seen in the last few years
that India has never at-
tacked anyone, but helped
those who were in trouble
irrespective of how they be-
have with us,” the RSS
chief said.

In this situation, we have
to see that our country re-
mains safe and at the same
time help other countries,
he said.

“Our country has the re-
sponsibility to ensure that
the people facing the heat
of instability and anarchy
do not have to face any trou-
ble, injustice and atrocities.
In some cases, the govern-
ment has to see on its own
level, but it gets strength
only when society fulfils its
duty and shows commit-
ment towards the country,”
Bhagwat added.

Bangladesh has been wit-
nessing targeted attacks on
the Hindu minority
community after the fall of
the Sheikh Hasina-led
government.

The Bangladesh National
Hindu Grand Alliance has
alleged that the minority
community faced attacks
and threats in 278 locations
across 48 districts since
Hasina’ ouster.

A team of UN experts
would soon visit Bangla-
desh to investigate the Kkill-
ings of the protesters ahead
of and in the aftermath of
Sheikh Hasina’s resigna-
tion last week, it was an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Himanta
Biswa Sarma
CM, Assam

“The future of Assam is not
secure for us. The Hindu-
Muslim population balance
is declining fast. The Muslim
population in 2021 rose

to 41 per cent, while the
Hindus were down to 57

per cent. The rest is shared
by Christians and other
communities.”

Bilaspur: A mother-daugh-

ter duo and one more wom-
an were Killed after their car

rammed into a stationary
i truck in Chhattisgarh’s Bi-
i laspur district on Thursday,

police said.
Two persons were injured
in the accident, which oc-

¢ curred on Pendridih bypass

road at around 3:30 am
when the victims were re-
turning after having dinner

i in a hotel, a police official
i said.

“Preeti Sharma (48), her

i daughter Shruti (19) and an-

Mother, daughter
killed in CG

other member of the family :
Shreya Sharma (24) died. :

‘with Savarkar photos booked

driving the car, isamong the :

Preeti’s son Ankit, who was

two injured.

The two injured persons :
have been hospitalised and
their condition is critical,” :
¢ working president Rutvik
Police have registered a :
i dents of a government
i school wearing T-shirts

The incident led to anger
among the residents. They :
have demanded strict pre- :
cautions to avoid such acci- }
i toanaltercation and subse-
i quent registration of an

he said.

case and launched an inves-
tigation, he added.

dents in future.

Hindu Mahasabha
opposes India-Bangladesh
crlcket match in Gwahor

Gwalior: The Hindu Mahas-
abha on Wednesday said it
opposed the India-Bangla-
desh cricket match which is
to take place in Gwalior in
October to protest the “mas-
sacre of Hindus” in the neigh-
bouring country, and its ac-
tivists will “damage” the
venue if it was not called off.
tThe T20 match is scheduled
to be played at the Madhavrao
Scindia International Cricket
Stadium in Gwalior on Octo-
ber 6.

Mahasabha vice president
Dr Jaiveer Bharadwaj told
reporters here that the right-
wing outfit will oppose the
match in every way.

“Hindus are being massa-
cred in Bangladesh...temples
are being destroyed. There-
fore, the Hindu Mahasabha
has decided that the India-
Bangladesh cricket match in
Gwalior will be opposed,” he
said, adding that the match
should be cancelled to main-
tain peace as otherwise there
would be unrest in the
country.

Mahasabha activists will

try to damage the venue, he
warned, adding that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
should stop the match from
being played.

Following the collapse of
the Sheikh Hasina-led gov-
ernment, several incidents of
targeted attacks on the mi-
nority Hindu community
have been reported from
Bangladesh.

Earlier in the day, vice
president of the Gwalior Divi-
sion Cricket Association
(GDCA) Mahanaryaman
Scindia, son of Union minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia, told
reporters that the India-
Bangladesh match will be
played in Gwalior on October
6. It would be the first inter-
national match to be played in
Gwalior after 14 years, Scin-
dia added.

On Tuesday, the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) shifted the venue from
Dharamshala in Himachal
Pradesh to Gwalior as upgra-
dation and renovation work is
being carried out at the for-
mer venue.

says Goa minister

Panaji: Goa Law Minister
Aleixo Sequeira on Thurs-
day put his own govern-
ment on the spot by saying
that drugs were available
everywhere and no action
was being taken.

While the statement
prompted the Opposition
to attack the BJP govern-
ment, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant tried to do
some damage control by
claiming that the minister
was not talking about Goa.

Talking to reporters af-
ter hoisting the tricolour
at Margao on Independ-
ence Day, Sequeira came
out in support of the Sun-
burn EDM (Electronic
Dance Music) festival
which is annually organ-
ised in the coastal state
but faces opposition from
some quarters for alleged
drug use.

“Drugs are today avail-
able all over. You don’t
require Sunburn to get it,”
the minister said, com-
menting on the
controversy.

It was society’s respon-
sibility to identify who is
selling drugs and intimate
police about it, he said,
adding “Let us move for-
ward and ensure that no
drugs are available.”

“You tell me drugs are
not available? What are
you doing? What am I do-
ing? Nothing! The time
has come that you and me
work together and aggres-
sively attack this men-
ace,” the minister went on
to say.

But his admission that
drugs can be obtained eas-
ily in the state provided
the Opposition an oppor-
tunity to take swipes at the
Pramod Sawant-led
government.

“If drugs are indeed
everywhere, then perhaps
it’s time to change the peo-
ple who are supposed to be
keeping them under con-
trol, starting with you!”
said AAP MLA Venzy

Drugs available everywhere,

Viegas.

ing the failure of @Goa_
Police under

Kawthankar in a Twitter
post.
Reacting to the row,

world.”

Surendranagar: A group
of Gujarat Congress lead-
ers, including its state unit

Makwana, objected to stu-

with Hindutva ideologue V
D Savarkar’s photos during
a Tiranga Yatra in Suren-
dranagar district, leading

i FIR against them, police
i said on Thursday.

After the altercation

{ with the principal and
i teachers of the primary
i school over the issue of T-
i shirts on Wednesday, five
Congress leaders, includ-
: ing Makwana and national
i convener of the party-affil-
i iated Seva Dal Lalji Desali,
i were booked by police on
i multiple charges under the
i Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
i including jeopardising In-
i dia’s sovereignty, unity and
i integrity, and promoting
i enmity.

As per the FIR (first in-

formation report) regis-
i tered at the Chotila police
: station, these five Congress
leaders, who were part of
i the party’s ongoing ‘Nyay
i Yatra’ (justice march), mis-

“Law minister Alex Se- i
queira has exposed @ i
BJP4Goa Govt by accept- :
¢ insulted freedom fighters
@Dr- |
PramodPSawant with the
fact that drugs are availa-
ble everywhere in Goa. @
PMOIndia is this @ :
BJP4India style of making
Goa “Swayampurna in
Drugs?” asked Goa Con- i
gress vice president Sunil
i ingoutaTiranga Yatra (tri-
i colour march)on the eve of
! Independence Day, said
chief minister Sawant
said the minister had a !
“slip of tongue”, and what
he meant was “drugs are
available all over the !
¢ Rajkot Highway.

behaved with the principal
and teachers of the school
over the issue of T-shirts,

and deterred school staff
from discharging their
duties.

The incident took place
at Sangani village under
Chotila taluka of Suren-
dranagar when students of
government-run Sangani
Primary School were tak-

Deputy Superintendent of
Police VM Rabari.

The village where the in-
cident took place is situated
close to the Ahmedabad-

Makwana and Desai
were part of the Congress’
Nyay Yatra, a foot march
from Morbi to Gandhina-
gar, which crossed the Ti-
ranga Yatra at Sangani vil-
lage near the highway, said
Rabari.

“Since students were
wearing T-shirts having
photographs of Veer Sa-
varkar on them, Makwana,
Desai and three other Con-
gress leaders misbehaved
with the school staff and
asked them why his (Sa-
varkar) photos were there
on the T-shirts.

“Following the alterca-
tion, school principal
Kalpesh Chauhan submit-
ted a complaint based on
which an FIR has been reg-
istered against these five
persons,” said the police
officer.

During the heated argu-
ments, Makwana, a former
Congress MLA from Cho-
tial in Surendranagar dis-
trict, asked the students to
remove the T-shirts with
Savarkar’s photographs, as
per the police.

All five were booked un-
der BNS sections 126(2)
(wrongful restraint), 197(1)
(c) (promoting enmity and
hatred between two com-
munities) 197(1)(d) (false or
misleading information
making or publishing that
endangers India’s sover-
eignty, unity, integrity, or

Cong leaders object to govt
‘school students wearing T-shirts

~— r

security), 221 (obstructing
public servant in discharge
of duty) and 352 (intention-
al insult with intent to pro-
voke breach of peace).

Asper the FIR, Congress
leaders intercepted the
staff as well as students
participating in the Tiran-
ga Yatra and raised objec-
tion about Savarkar’s pho-
tos on the T-shirts worn by
the pupils.

Desai told principal
Chauhan it was not proper
to ask students to wear “T-
shirts with photos of RSS
leader Veer Savarkar”.

The Seva Dal function-
ary then confronted the
principal and asked “Don’t
you feel ashamed to make
students wear T-shirts of
Savarkar who was involved
in the conspiracy to kill
Mahatma Gandhi?”

When Chauhan replied
that the T-shirts were do-
nated by a Mumbai-based
trust for this occasion, De-
sai raised his voice and
asked the school principal
if he would ask students to
wear “T-shirts of Na-
thuram Godse or some
Rangabilla or Dawood if I
donate them to you?”

As per the FIR, Makwa-
na made a video of the al-
tercation with the school
staff and then asked the
students to remove the T-
shirts with Savarkar’s
photographs.
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Those who want medals, can
huy them for Rs 15 each: Punia

Following the match against Spain, PM Modi called
the Indian hockey team to congratulate them on

their achievement in Paris Olympics

By Correspondent

Mumbai: A day after the
Court of Arbitration for
Sports (CAS) rejected
wrestler Vinesh Phogat’s
appeal for joint silver med-
al in the Paris Olympics
her supporter Bajrang Pu-
nia expressed his frustra-
tion on the social media. He
shared at post taking a dig
at the decision.

“I believe your medal
was snatched away in this
darkness. You are shining
like a diamond in the whole
world today. The pride of
world champion, Hindu-
stan Rustam-e-Hind
Vinesh Phogat, you are the
Kohinoor of the country.
Vinesh Phogat is becoming
Vinesh Phogat all over the
world. Those who want

medals, can buy them “!,, o

for Rs 15 each,” Pu-
nia said.

Puniais India’s
bronze-medalist £
at the Tokyo
Olympics 4
2020. His
post had a
touch of
sarcasm to
it as it fea-
tured a
Vinesh Pho-
gat picture. While wish-
ing Indians on the occa-
sion of Independence
Day, he shared a pic-
ture of Vinesh Phogat
and his wife Sangeeta
Phogat getting
dragged on the streets
of Jantar Mantar by
the Delhi police. The

JTATA MO -y
YOD=#"

two had India’s tricolour
flag in their hands when
they were manhandled on
the road by police.

Punia was one of the key
figures alongside Sakshi
Malik and Vinesh Phogat
during the protests against
ex-Wrestling Federation of
India chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, who stands
accused of sexual
harassment.

Upset for Vinesh

The CAS released its op-
erative verdict on Wednes-
day. It decided to uphold
the decision of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
to ban Vinesh from Olym-
pics after she was found
overweight by 100 grams.
Vinesh had weighed in at
50.100 kgs, which was 100
grams over the weight lim-
it for her final bout. The
Indian Olympic Associa-
tion reacted to the court’s
decision with disappoint-
ment and said that it would
be seeking legal re-
course on Vinesh’s
matter.

The sports
court is known
for its strict
_ application
of the

rules and
. regula-
tions of
the rele-
vant
sports fed-
erations, as-
sociations, or
leagues. After this
decision, Vinesh not
only was not able to
win silver but finished
last in her category. She
announced her retirement
from wrestling later.

Root could
surpass Sachin:
Ponting

Dubai: Former Australi-
an captain Ricky Ponting
reckoned that Joe Root
could surpass batting leg-
end Sachin Tendulkar’s
tally of runs in Test crick-
et, provided the England
batting mainstay stays
‘hungry’ and keeps scor-
ing at a consistent rate for
the next four years.

Root became only the
seventh batter in the his-
tory of the conventional
format to cross the 12,000-
run mark — a feat he
achieved recently during
the Edgbaston Test
against the West Indies.

With 12,027 runs in 143
Tests at 50.11 with 32 cen-
turies and 63 fifties so far,
Root is also overall the
seventh highest run-scor-
er in Tests and could
overtake Sri Lanka’s Ku-
mar Sangakkara (12,400
runs) and his former
teammate Alastair Cook
(12,472) soon.

Tendulkar leads the ta-
ble with 15921 runs from
200 Tests.

Ponting, who sits sec-
ond behind Tendulkar in
the list with 13,378 runs
from 168 Tests, told The
ICC Review, “He (Root)
could potentially do that.
He is 33 years of age...
(more than) 3000 runs
behind.”

“It depends how many
Test matches they play,
butif they’re playing 10 to
14 Test matches a year
and if you’re scoring 800
to 1,000 runs a year, then
that sort of says he’s only
three or four years off
getting there. So that’ll
take him to 37 (years of
age),” said the legendary
Australian. Ponting said
Root will need to remain
hungry for runs and the
England batter has got
the age on his side to aim

: for the Test record.
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Army personnel perform ‘Mallakhamb’ during the 78th Independence Day celebration at Manekshaw
Parade Ground, in Bengaluru on Thursday.

(Pic: Shailendra Bhojak, PTI)

Aman Sehrawat promoted as OSD

Second Railway employee after Swapnil Kusale to get higher rank

By Correspondent

Mumbai: The Northern
Railways has promoted
Aman Sehrawat after he
won a bronze medal at the
Paris Olympics 2024. The
wrestler has been promot-
ed to the post of Officer On
Special Duty (OSD).

Sehrawat, 21, became the
youngest to win an Olym-
pic medal for India. He
bagged the bronze medal in
the 57 kg freestyle category
and his efforts helped India
win their sixth medal at the
Paris Olympics.

In a meeting held at the
Northern Railway Head-
quarters, General Manager
Shobhan Chaudhuri pre-
sented a token of apprecia-
tion to the Olympian for
winning the bronze medal.
“Shri Aman Sehrawat, an

: Indian freestyle wrestler,

brought immense pride
and glory to the nation by
winning a bronze medal at
the Paris Olympics. His
dedication, hard work, and
perseverance have been an
inspiration to millions,”
Chief Public Relations Of-
ficer Himanshu S. Upad-
hyay said in a press
statement.

Swapnil Kusale, another
Indian athlete who bagged

an Olympic bronze medal,
had also received a double
promotion from being a
travelling ticket examiner
(TTE) for the Indian Rail-
ways to Officer on Special
Duty (OSD). Kusale won a
historic medal in the 50m
rifle 3 positions event to bag
India’s 3rd one at the Paris
Olympics.

Aman Sehrawat carried
forward the legacy of the

Chhatrasal stadium as he
secured India’s first wres-
tling medal at the Paris
Olympics 2024. The 21-year-
old wrestler from the famed
Chhatrasal Stadium, who
lost both parents at the
young age of 11, defeated
Darian Toi Cruz 13-5 in the
bronze play-off at Champ
de Mars Arena. With his
win over the Puerto Rican
wrestler, Sehrawat became
the youngest-ever individu-
al Olympic medallist from
India at 21 years 0 months
and 24 days.

He went on to better P.V.
Sindhu’s record, who was 21
years 1 month and 14 days
old when she won silver at
the Rio Olympics 2016.
Aman dedicated his bronze
medal to his parents and the
nation, a tribute to the
dreams they had for him.

Chennaiyin FC signs Indian

Chennai: Chennaiyin FC
have completed the signing
of 26-year-old defender Vi-
gnesh Dakshinamurthy on
a four-year deal, the club
said on Thursday.
Primarily a left-back, Vi-
gnesh has also played in
midfield and adds versatil-
ity and experience to the
Chennaiyin backline. He
becomes the club’s 12th
signing of the summer,
joining the likes of Mandar

Rao Desai and PC
Laldinpuia.
Welcoming Vignesh into

the club, head coach Owen
Coyle said: “Delighted to
sign another talented
young Indian player who
has already shown fantas-
tic ability in the ISL. We

faced a lot of competition
from other clubs to sign
him. Vignesh is a great ad-
dition to our squad and we
look forward to working
with him.”

Vignesh began his career
with Bengaluru’s Ozone
FC, for whom he played for
six years -- three in the
academy and three with the
first team. He made his sen-

ior debut at 17 and was one
of Ozone’s star performers
en route to their 2018 I-
League 2 Final Round run.
That same year, Vignesh
stepped up to the Indian Su-
per League with Mumbai
City FC and went on to rep-
resent the Islanders more
than 60 times combined
across competitions, in-
cluding four AFC Champi-
ons League appearances.
Explosive going forward
and efficient tracking back,
Vignesh made the left back
berth his own while at
Mumbai City and was part
of the team that won two
ISL Shields (2021 and 2023)
and one ISL Cup (2021).
Ecstatic upon joining the
two-time ISL champions,

left-back Vignesh

Vignesh said: “Feels like be-
ing at home. Really happy
and proud to represent the
city and Chennaiyin FC.
I’'m aware of rich culture of
the city and the club. So, I'll
always give my best and be
a part of club’s success.”

After spending five years
at Mumbai City, Vignesh
joined Hyderabad FC ahead
of the 2023-24 season. He
played six matches for Hy-
derabad before joining Odi-
sha FC on loan earlier this
year in January. He made
17 appearances across all
competitions for the
Juggernauts.

Vignesh was also part of
the Indian squad that fin-
ished runners-up at the
2018 SAFF Championship.
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Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis during inuguration of a Taluka Sports
Complex at Koradi near Nagpur on Thursday.

Pic: PTI

BoxingBay to take on Fight Club

Hyderabad: BoxingBay,
backed by Spirit Media
founder Rana Daggubati
has inked a partnership
with Anthony Pettis,
founder of Anthony Pettis
Fight Club (APFC), to host
two major boxing events --
one in the United States
and the other in India --
scheduled later this year.
This deal between Rana
Daggubati and Anthony

Pettis was formalised on
Thursday in the presence
of Oscar Valle and Erika
Contreras from the World
Boxing Council (WBC) and
representatives of the
partners.

This partnership will
feature 5 vs 5 boxing show-
down between BoxingBay
and former UFC champion
Anthony Pettis’s Fight
Club.

US open: Naomi Osaka
given wild cards

New York: Two-time cham-
pion Naomi Osaka and fel-
low past U.S. Open winners
Stan Wawrinka, Dominic
Thiem and Bianca An-
dreescu were given wild
cards into this year's tour-
nament. The U.S. Open be-
gins August 26

Osaka won the first of
her four Grand Slam titles
at Flushing Meadows in
2018 and took the title again
in 2020. But like the other
past champions given wild
cards by the U.S. Tennis As-
sociation, she has missed
significant time in recent
seasons and was not ranked
highly enough to qualify di-
rectly for the tournament.

Osaka returned to the
WTA Tour this season after
giving birth last year to a
daughter, but is still search-
ing for the form that led her
to No. 1in the rankings and
made her one of the most
dominant players on hard
courts, having also won the
Australian Open twice.

Osaka, who also left the
tour for mental health rea-
sons, lost in qualifying for
this week's Cincinnati
Open. She wrote afterward

o W 3
in an Instagram post that it
was a strange feeling “miss-
ing balls that I shouldn't
miss, hitting balls softer
than I remember I used to.”

Andreescu, a Canadian
who beat Serena Williams
for the 2019 U.S. Open title,
missed nine months last
year with a back injury be-
fore returning to tour at the
French Open.

Thiem will get a chance
to play a final Grand Slam
tournament, having an-
nounced earlier this year he
would retire following the
season. The 30-year-old
Austrian won his lone ma-
jor title at the 2020 U.S.
Open, but has battled a
wrist injury for much of the
last three years.

Wawrinka, 39, won the
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2016 U.S. Open for one of his
three Grand Slam titles.
Like Thiem, he rose as high
as No. 3in the ATP rankings
but has fallen outside the
top 100. He will be making
his 72nd appearance in the
main draw of a Grand Slam
tournament, fifth all-time.

Americans Amanda Ani-
simova, McCartney Kessler,
Alexa Noel and Iva Jovic
alsoreceived wild cards into
the women's main draw,
along with Chloe Paquet of
France and Taylah Preston
of Australia.

Men to receive wild cards
were Americans Chris Eu-
banks, Learner Tien, Zach-
ary Svajda and Matthew
Forbes, along with France's
Alexandre Muller and Aus-

tralian Tristan Schoolkate. :

Real Madrid's Jude Bellingham jumps for the ball with Atalanta's Ederson,
left, during the UEFA Super Cup Final soccer match between Real Madrid and
Atalanta at the Narodowy stadium in Warsaw, Poland on Wednesday.

Win for Punjab Hockey Club

New Delhi: Roundglass
Punjab Hockey Club Acad-
emy registered a facile 8-3
win over Odisha Naval
Tata Hockey High Perfor-
mance Centre to clinch the
men’s title in the Hockey
India Junior Men Acade-
my Championship 2024
(Zone A & B) here on
Thursday.

For the Punjab side,
Amandeep (11th, 36th min-
utes) and Gursewak Singh
(17th, 26th) scored a brace
while Sumit Rajbhar (6th),
Inderjit Singh (38th), Arsh-
dip Singh (43rd) and Ar-

jandeep Singh (59th) scored
a goal each to complete the
tally.

Pratap Toppo (10th), Bil-
kan Oram (28th) and Har-
ish Singh Leitanthem
(50th) found the target for
the Odisha outfit.

In the third place play-
off, Namdhari XI defeated
SGPC Hockey Academy
5-3.

For Namdhari, captain
Navraj Singh (17th, 19th,
31st, 37th, 55th) scored all
the five goals.

Harshadeep Singh
(12th), Prabhjot Singh
(38th) and Diljeet Singh
(50th) sounded the board
for SGPC.




