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Two Hezbollah commanders

eliminated, seven so far

Israel says it also struck dozens of Houthi targets including power plants and sea ports in Yemen

Jerusalem: The Israeli
military said Sunday that it
killed another high-ranking
Hezbollah official in an air-
strike as the Lebanese mili-
tant group was reeling from
a string of devastating
blows and the Killing of its
overall leader, Hassan
Nasrallah.

The military said Nabil
Kaouk, the deputy head of
Hezbollah’s Central Coun-
cil, was Killed on Saturday.
There was no immediate
comment from Hezbollah,
and it was not known where
the strike took place.

Hezbollah has confirmed
that one of its senior com-
manders, Ali Karaki, died

in the Israeli airstrike that
killed its top leader Hassan
Nasrallah on Friday.

If confirmed, Kaouk
would be the seventh senior
Hezbollah leader slain in
Israeli strikes in a little over
a week, including founding
members who had evaded
death or detention for dec-
ades. The Israeli military
said it carried out another
targeted strike on Beirut
later on Sunday.

Meanwhile, Hezbollah
confirmed that one of the
seven, Ali Karaki, died in
Friday’s strike that killed
Nasrallah.

Kaouk was a veteran
member of Hezbollah going

Modi should put pressure on Israel: Abdullah
Srinagar: National Conference (NC) leader Omar Abdullah

on Sunday said the Union government and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should put pressure on Israel to end the
“bloodshed” in Palestine and Lebanon. “What has happened
yesterday (killing of Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah), it
looks like war is hovering around the region. The Government
of India and the Prime Minister along with other international
leaders should put pressure on Israel to stop the killings

so that peace is established in the region,” Abdullah told
reporters on the last day of election campaign in Baramulla.

back to the 1980s and served
as Hezbollah’s military
commander in southern
Lebanon during the 2006
war with Israel. He often ap-
peared in local media,
where he would comment
on politics and security de-
velopments, and he gave
eulogies at the funerals of
senior militants. The Unit-
ed States had announced
sanctions against him in
2020.

Hezbollah has also been
targeted by a sophisticated
attack on its pagers and
walkie-talkies that was
widely blamed on Israel. A
wave of Israeli airstrikes
across large parts of Leba-
non has killed at least 1,030
people — including 156
women and 87 children —in
less than two weeks.

Hundreds of thousands
of people have been driven
from their homes in Leba-
non by the lastest strikes.
The government estimates
that around 250,000 are in
shelters, with three to four
times as many staying with
friends or relatives, or
camping out on the streets.

Bhopal:
: Pradesh police have acted

Action
against
4,500 sexval
offenders

The Madhya

against about 4,500 sexual

: offenders across the state
i in the past 24 hours, an of-

ficer said on Sunday.
The police said they have

also compiled data con-
i cerning 51,052 sexual of-

fenders in the state.

“In the last 24 hours, pre-
ventive action was taken
against 2,469 sexual offend-

i ers and 2,447 others were
: interrogated and warned.

Thus, 4,916 sexual offend-

: ers have been interrogated
i by the police and given

strict warnings,” said an of-
ficer at the state police

i headquarters here.

On the directives of
Chief Minister Mohan Ya-
dav to ensure law and order

i and the safety of women

and girls, a drive has been
started against sexual of-
fenders and people involved
in gender crimes across the

: state, the officer said.

As part of the drive, all
police stations in MP have
started intensive investiga-

i tion and monitoring of peo-
: ple involved in sexual

crimes in MP in the past ten

: years, he said.

Information about such
individuals, particularly
repeat offenders and those

i found guilty of sexually as-
: saulting girls, has been col-

lected from various police
databases, he said.

The members of Ghodbunder Ride Masters, a cycling club, took part in the
third edition of the ride on Sunday.

Terrorist killed in J&K’s Kathua

Jammu: A terrorist, sus-
pected to be affiliated with
the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) outfit,
was Kkilled in a remote vil-
lage of Jammu and Kash-
mir's Kathua district, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

Also, a fresh encounter
broke out in the Thana-
mandi area of Rajouri dis-
trict on Sunday evening
when security forces

launched a cordon and
search operation after get-
ting information about the
presence of two terrorists.

“Based on specific intel-
ligence about the presence
of terrorists, a joint search
operation was launched by
security forces at Manial
Gali in Thanamandi. Con-
tact has been established
and few rounds have been
fired from both sides,” a po-

lice official said.

Earlier in the day, a live !
hand grenade was foundon :
the banks of a streamin the :
area and the device was
later destroyed by experts :

in a controlled explosion.
In Kathua district, the

body of an unidentified ter- :
rorist was recovered Sun- :
day afternoon from the :
scene of the Saturday even-

ing encounter.

Inafirst, TV
recovered from
Naxal dump

i Sukma: In a possible first, i
i police on Sunday recovered :
i atelevision set from a Mao- :
i ist dump in Sukma district i
i in Chhattisgarh, a senior :
i officer said.
i The television, made by :
i electronics firm BPL, was :
i recovered in the morningin i
i aforested hill near Dantesh-
i puram village under Bheji :
i police station limits when
! security forces were on an :
i anti-Naxalite operation,
i Bastar Range Inspector :
i General Sundarraj said.

A muzzle loading gun,

one tiffin bomb, pressure
IED switch, 49 syringes, fire- :

: crackers, mobile chargers,

i Maoist banners and litera- !
i ture as well as medicines :
were alsofound at the dump, !
the Inspector General said. :
i dead upon arrival, said the
printers and other electron- :
ic gadgets after anti-Naxal i
i operationsinthepast. Buta :
i television has been found
possibly for the first time. :
Naxalites may have got it for :
senior cadres who camp in
core areas or it may have i
i been looted from villagers." i

"We have recovered laptops,

IT professional dies after
iac arrest in offlce

cardi

Nagpur: An employee of
HCLTech died after suffer-
ing a cardiac arrest in the
firm’s office in Nagpur city,

i with the IT major sharing

that he was provided emer-
gency care at the campus
clinic before being rushed to

the hospital.

According to the police,
Nitin Edwin Michael (40),
who worked as a senior ana-

i lyst, was found unrespon-

sive after he entered the

i washroom of the office of
i HCL Technologies Ltd. in

the city’s Mihan area
around 7 pm on Friday.

His colleagues rushed
him to the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) in Nagpur where
doctors pronounced him

official from Sonegaon po-
lice station on Sunday.

-

AIIMS students stage a protest to highlight their struggle for justice and

resolution of strike-related concerns in New Delhi on Sunday.

Police sent the body for
post-mortem and registered
a case of accidental death.

Initial autopsy findings
indicated Michael died of
cardiac arrest, the official

Anna Sebastian Perayil, a 26-year-old chartered
accountant at Ernst & Young (EY) in Pune, had
passed away from a cardiac arrest this July
reportedly because of work pressure.

said, adding that they are
probing the circumstances
surrounding his death.

Michael is survived by his
wife and a six-year-old son,
according to police.

Calling Michael’s death
an unfortunate incident and
tragic loss, HCLTech said he
was provided emergency
healthcare support at the
campus clinic and rushed to
the hospital.

Pic: PTI

“HCLTech is also extend-
ing all possible assistance to
the family of the deceased
employee. The wellbeing of
our people is of utmost pri-
ority. HCLTech provides
healthcare programs for its
employees and their fami-
lies including on-campus
clinics and annual preven-
tive health checks,” said a
company spokespersonin a
statement on Sunday. -PTI

Succession plan gains momentum with four probables

By G Unnikrishnan

Bengaluru: The members
who were present at the
93rd BCCI Annual General
Meeting (AGM) here on
Sunday requested incum-
bent secretary Jay Shah to
speed up the process of
finding his successor to
keep the transition of pow-
er as smooth as possible.

Shah is expected to step
down from his post in the
last week of November and
take over as the chairman
of International Cricket
Council (ICC) for a three-
year period from December
1.

While selecting the new
secretary was not on the

AGM agenda, it has been
learnt that the attendees
discussed the succession
plan among themselves to
keep the procedure open.

“It was a normal request
to keep all due process in
place at the earliest as there
will be clarity for us. Also,
we have some big events
like the IPL auction coming
up, so it should not be like
we will be handling every-
thing at one go,” a state as-
sociation representative
who attended the AGM told
PTI.

As things stand now, Ro-
han Jaitley, president of
Delhi and District Cricket
Association, BCCI treasur-
er Ashish Shelar, joint sec-

retary Devajit Saikia and
Gujarat Cricket Associa-
tion secretary Anil Patel
are the candidates who are
in the fray to succeed Shah,
unless a dark horse emerg-
es in the latter stages of the
selection process.

With no secretary elec-
tion on agenda, the prima-
ry focal point of the AGM
was the nomination of two
representatives of India to
the ICC meetings.

Currently, Shah is BC-
CI’s representative on the
ICC Board and IPL chair-
man Arun Dhumal isin the
Chief Executives’
Committee.

The AGM entrusted the
general body members to

recommend two names
soon for the posts —director
and alternate director - as
the ICC has also scheduled
a conclave in Dubai right
after the final of the upcom-

ing women’s T20 World
Cup.

As PTI reported on Sat-
urday, Arun Singh Dhumal
and Avishek Dalmiya were
elected to the IPL Govern-

ing Council as general body
representatives with for-
mer all set to continue as
the league’s chairman at
least till IPL 2025.

Former Andhra cricket-
er, V. Chamundeswarnath
was nominated by the In-
dian Cricketers Associa-
tion (ICA) as a player repre-
sentative and was inducted
into the IPL GC.

“The members of the
general body also appreci-
ated the efforts of the office
bearers for the work under-
taken with respect to the
new National Cricket Acad-
emy campus, dubbed as the
Centre of Excellence near
the Bengaluru Internation-
al Airport,” said the BCCI
in a release.

In that context, the AGM

also featured the screening
of a 17-minute-long tribute
video to Shah, highlighting
the strong services he ren-
dered to Indian cricket in
his role as the board’s
secretary.

VVS Laxman, head of
the Centre of Excellence,
also lavished praise on
Shah for his visionary ef-
fort to turn the project a
reality.

“One person I would defi-
nitely want to single out is
Jay because I have seen and
I have been part of various
meetings when he came
here, interacted with the
L&T (construction) team.

“The kind of timelines,
the kind of deadlines he has
put on them, and almost
while empowering them, he

made sure that all of them
followed the timelines,”
Laxman told a select gath-
ering here on Sunday at the
Centre of Excellence,
which was inaugurated on
Saturday in a closed-door
ceremony.

Other than that the AGM
ratified the annual budget
for the 2024-25 season and
the members unanimously
resolved to maintain BC-
CI’s legal status as a socie-
ty, an item which was origi-
nally not in the agenda of
the meeting.

“The members further
resolved that the tourna-
ments of the BCCI, includ-
ing the IPL, shall not be
converted into a company,”
the statement added.

-PTI
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Modi praises Shinde |
for removing hurdles
ininfraprojects

THE PM INAUGURATES THE PUNE METRO AND SOLAPUR AIRPORT

By Correspondent

Pune: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday
slammed previous govern-
ments for “lacking plan-
ning and vision for urban
development”, and said the
Pune Metro project
wouldn’t have moved ahead
in the “old work culture”
which he has done away
with.

Inaugurating and laying
foundation stone of Rs
11,200 crore projects via
video conferencing, Modi
said the completion of
phase 1 of Pune Metro
would improve the ease of
living in the city.

Modi said if the old work
culture and approach of
previous governments had
prevailed, the Pune Metro
project would have never
taken off.

Maharashtra needs new
resolutions and big targets,
he said, adding Pune needs
to be transformed into a
centre for wurban
development.

“Due to the booming
population, the speed of the
city shouldn’t slow down
but boost its capacity. This
can happen only if the pub-
lic transport is made mod-
ern and connectivity is im-
proved. Thisis the approach

of the Mahayuti govern-
ment (in Maharashtra), he
said.

Modi said the work of ca-
tering to the modern needs
of Pune should have start-
ed much earlier.

“Unfortunately, previ-
ously there was lack of vi-
sion and planning for ur-
ban development. Due to
the old work culture of de-
lays, the country and the
state had to suffer. The
Pune Metro project was
conceived in 2008 but the
foundation was laid by usin
2016 and now it is expand-
ing,” he said.

The previous govern-
ment couldn’t even set up
one pillar of metro project
in eight years, he said. De-
velopment needs to be pri-
oritized and when thereisa
break, Maharashtra suf-
fers, he added.

Modi said the state gov-

ernment under Eknath
Shinde’s leadership as CM
has removed all hurdles in
way of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train
project.

Modern infrastructure
should be based on needs
and priorities and when fu-
ture ready infrastructure is
ready, it should benefit
every section of the society,
he said.

Modi, who laid the foun-
dation stone for the memo-
rial for Krantijyoti Savit-
ribai Phule’s first girls’
school at Bhidewada in
Pune, said modern infra-
structure should be accom-
panied by preserving
legacy.

India should be modern-
ized but it should be based
on our fundamental values,
he said.

Referring to the school
started by Savitribai Phule,

Modi said the country has
seen what happens when
women take up the respon-
sibility of social change. If
Maharashtra develops, the
country will follow, he said.

“We have changed old
work culture of previous
governments. We have
brought stricter laws for
women’s security, women’s
reservation bill, opened
doors for women defence
forces and under Swachh
Bharat programme, toilets
for women were made,” he
said.

Modi also flagged off the
inaugural train on Pune
Metro underground section
from Swargate to District
Court via video
conferencing.

“We have to cross many
stages for achieving the
“peak” of Viksit Bharat,”
he said.

Modi also laid the foun-

dation stone for Swargate-
Katraj Extension of Pune '
Metro Phase-1 to be devel-
oped at the cost of around

Rs 2,955 crore.

This southern extension :

of around 5.46 km is com-

pletely underground with :
three stations namely Mar- :
ket Yard, Padmavati and

Katraj.

National Industrial Corri-

dor Development Pro- :
gramme. It islocated 20 km !
south of Chhatrapati !

Sambhajinagar.

The project, developed
under Delhi Mumbai In- i
dustrial Corridor, holds im- i
mense potential as a vi- i

brant economic hub in the

Marathwada region. Cen-
tral Government has ap- !
proved this Rs 6,400 crore :
project for development in |

three phases.

Modi inaugurated the
Solapur Airport which !
would significantly im- :
prove connectivity, making :
Solapur more accessible to i
tourists, business travel-
lers and investors. The ex- :
isting terminal building of :
Solapur has been revamped
to serve around 4.1 lakh

passengers annually.

Raid at
gambling

den, 12held

¢ Nagpur: Police haveraided :
i a gambling den in Maha- }
rashtra’s Nagpur district :
and arrested 12 persons be- i
sides seizing Rs 3.6 lakh
i cash and other items, offi- :

The PM also inaugurated
Bidkin Industrial Area, a :
transformative project cov- :
ering 7,855 acres under the :

cials said on Sunday.

in their area, they said.

rural police official said.

B
ers upon
Pic: PTI

- CCTVs mandatory

in state schools

By Correspondent

Mumbai: The Maharash-
tra government on Satur-
day made it mandatory for
all schools to install CCTV

cameras and directed prin-

Following the raid, two
police personnel were sus- :
pended while another cop
i was transferred for failing :
to take appropriate action
against the illegal activity :
¢ washroom of a school in

Based on credible infor- |
mation, Assistant Superin-
tendent of Police Anil i
Mhaske and his team raid- :
: edthegamblingdenin Am-
i gaon area on Thursday,
which was apparently run- :
ning for weeks, a Nagpur
i committee it appointed fol-
The police arrested 12 :
i persons involved in gam-
bling activities. They also :
seized more than Rs 3.62 i
lakh in cash, three cars, five
two-wheelers, several cell- i
phones, and other items !
collectively valued at Rs
17.89 lakh. Superintendent :
of Police Dr Harssh Poddar :
launched an internal in- i
quiry to ascertain the ex- i
i tent of police negligence.

cipals to review the footage
three times a week. The di-
rective came more than a
month after two four-year-
old girls were allegedly
sexually assaulted in the

Badlapur, triggering wide-
spread protests in the state.

The state government is-
sued a new government
resolution (GR) regarding
student safety on school
premises on Friday, based
on the suggestions of a

lowing the incident. The
government has issued sev-
eral guidelines regarding
student safety in schools in
the past month.

As per the new GR, all
private schools will now be
required to install suffi-
cient CCTV cameras at
strategic locations. Govern-
ment and local body schools
that have not yet installed

i cameras have been in-

structed to prioritise their
installation. For govern-
ment schools, the GR stated
that 5% of the District Plan-
ning Committee’s (DPC)
funds will be reserved for
this purpose. Failure to in-
stall CCTV cameras will
result in strict consequenc-
es, the government warned,
including the potential
derecognition of the school.

Schools have been direct-
ed to rigorously verify the
background of all non-
teaching staff, including
those hired through exter-
nal sources or on a contrac-
tual basis. The GR also sug-
gested appointing female
staff to handle students
from pre-primary to class 6.
It added that Sakhi Savitri
Committees, responsible
for ensuring the safety and
security of school children,
will continue their work.

The GR also suggested
appointing school-level
committees for students’
safety, comprising parents,
teachers, and the school
management. This commit-
tee must meet monthly to
review the safety status of
the school’s students.

Two held with Rs 14.26 lakh drugs

Thane: Police have arrested a food delivery person and a
farmhouse operator after seizing mephedrone drug valued
at Rs 14.26 lakh from them in Maharashtra’s Navi Mumbai
township, an official said on Sunday.

Based on a tip, the police laid a trap on a road in Ulwe area
on Friday evening and nabbed the duo, aged 39 and 45, he
said. The police seized from their possession 71.3 gm of
mephedrone packed in two plastic covers, the official from
Panvel Town police station said.

Man held for accidental firing

Thane: An 18-year-old man was injured when his brother
shot at him accidentally from a firearm in Thane district,

police said on Sunday.

The victim’s brother has been arrested in connection with
the incident which took place near a petrol pump on Mum-
bra-Mahape Road on Saturday morning, they said. The
accused was allegedly handling an illegal firearm when it
went off, injuring his brother, an official said. The victim
was rushed to a hospital where he underwent a surgery.
He is currently in stable condition, the police said.

Three held for cash theft

Thane: Police have arrested two former employees of a
private hospital and another person for allegedly stealing
Rs211akh cash from a doctor’s cabin at the medical facility
in Thane distict of Maharashtra, an official said on Sun-
day. On September 21, when the doctor went to his cabin
in the hospital located at Vinay Nagar in Kashigaon, he
found the room had been burgled and the cash stolen, he
said. Upon cheaking the CCTV footage, it was found that
an unidentified masked person had entered the cabin and
stolen the money, Kashigaon police station’s senior inspec-
tor Rahulkumar Patil said in a release.

Tigress that killed 11 caged

Chandrapur: A tigress that killed 11 persons over the last
three years has been successfully caged under Chichpalli
forest range in Maharashtra’s Chandrapur district, an of-
ficial said.The tigress, T-83, that roamed under the buffer
and protected areas under Mul tehsil, was tranquilised by
a sharp shooter at compartment no. 717 in Janala area on
Saturday morning, the forest official said.

“Once we get a
solid majority, we
will unanimously
decide on the

CM candidate.
Mahayuti parties
- BJP, Shiv Sena
and NCP - should
start finalising

who will be the LoP.”

Balasaheb Thorat,
Leader, Congress

Have to form govt at any cost, says Pawar

By Correspondent

held in mid-November, the NCP

Baramati: NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar on Sunday said the Maha-
rashtra Vikas Aghadi (MVA) will
conclude its seat-sharing talks in
8 to 10 days for the upcoming Ma-
harashtra assembly polls and as-
serted the opposition alliance has
to strive to come to power in the

state “at any cost”.

Targeting those who left his
party, Pawar claimed not even a
handful of them will win the state

polls.

Elections to the 288-member
state assembly are likely to be

town.

proach are a must.

The MVA comprises the NCP
(SP), Congress and the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena (UBT).

“You can’t contest all the seats
and have to allow the other two
partners to field candidates and
you have to work for them as well.

(SP) chief said addressing his
party workers in Pune’s Baramati

Winnability will be the only
merit for the selection of candi-
dates, the former Union minister
said, adding that in a coalition,
adjustments and flexible ap-

MVA to meet on Sep 30-Oct 1

The MVA will conclude its seat sharing talks for the
assembly polls by early next week, Maharashtra
Congress chief Nana Patole said on Sunday.
Leaders of the MVA, which comprises the Shiv
Sena (UBT), Sharad Pawar-led NCP (SP) and the
Congress, will meet on September 30 and October
1to finalise the seat sharing formula, Patole
informed reporters.“We are going to fight the polls
as MVA. There is no difference of opinion on this
issue. Our talks are on,” he said.

We have to get our own govern-
ment at any cost,”
asserted.

The three MVA allies will be
seeking views of the party work-
ers on the “original aspirant” for
a particular seat, he said.

Survey in each taluka is being
done, the former state chief min-
ister mentioned.

Pawar said political party lead-
ers may take their own decision,
but the workers are directly con-
nected to the people.

“Those who left us, not even a

Pawar

handful of them will get re-elect-

ed,” he said.

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
dedicated the Bidkin Indus-
trial Area (BIA) in Maha-
rashtra to the nation with a
view to boost domestic
manufacturing.

The Prime Minister
joined the event virtually,
while the ceremony in
Pune was attended by Ma-
harashtra Governor C.P.
Radhakrishnan and chief
minister Eknath Shinde,
among others.

The Bidkin Industrial
Area, a project spanning
7,855 acres, has been devel-
oped under the National
Industrial Corridor Devel-
opment Programme as part
of the Delhi-Mumbai In-
dustrial Corridor.

“Situated 20 km south of
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Na-
gar, Maharashtra, this in-
dustrial hub holds im-
mense potential to catalyse
economic growth in the
Marathwada region,” the
commerce and industry
ministry said.

The Union government
approved the project with a
total cost of Rs 6,414 crore,
to be developed in three
phases.

“Phase A, covering 2,511

i acres, has been prioritised

T

with an investment of Rs
2,427 crore,” it said.

The Maharashtra Indus-
trial Township Limited
(MITL), a special purpose
vehicle formed with a 51:49
partnership between Ma-
harashtra Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation
(MIDC) and National In-
dustrial Corridor Develop-
ment and Implementation
Trust (NICDIT'), has driven
this project.

According to the govern-
ment, Bidkin Industrial
Area is now equipped with
wide roads, quality water
and power supply, and ad-
vanced sewage and com-
mon effluent treatment
plants.

“Bidkin has already at-
tracted significant invest-
ment interest, with notable
companies like Ather En-
ergy (100 acres), Lubrizol
(120 acres), Toyota-Kirlo-
skar (MoU for 850 acres),

leads transformati

(500 acres) committing to
the area,” it said.

Together, these four pro-
jectsalonerepresent a total
investment of Rs 56,200
crore, with an employment
potential of over 30,000
jobs, the ministry said.

In just three years since
construction, a total of
1,822 acres (38 plots) have
been allotted across indus-
trial and mixed-use zones.

The development of the
industrial area is expected
to have a domino effect on
the socioeconomic growth
of the region, drawing
skilled human resources
and spurring rapid indus-
trialization, it added.

The PM emphasised that
Bidkin will become a bea-
con of industrial excel-
lence, generating employ-
ment, boosting exports, and
contributing to the region’s
overall development.

Adani
Foundation
to take over

pvt school

Mumbai: The Adani Foun-
dation will take over the
management of a private
school in Ghugus, located
in the Chandrapur district
through the.

A Government Resolu-
tion (GR) for the transfer of
management of around
nine schools in the state.
One of the important deci-
sions was to hand over the
management of Mount
Carmel Convent School at
Ghugus in Chandrapur dis-
trict to Adani Foundation,
Ahmedabad.

This school is self-fi-
nanced and provides educa-
tion from class 1 to class 12.
In the next 15 days, the
school management will be
transferred to the Adani
Foundation.

As per the condition, the
Adani Foundation cannot
change the minimum stu-
dent strength limit and it
will have to take full re-
sponsibility of the teaching
and non-teaching staff.
There would not be any
change in the conditions of
approval for the school. The
order also states that Adani
Foundation will have to fol-
low the rules-orders re-
garding the school, teach-
ers, non-teaching staff and

i their salaries, students, etc. :

Director and actor Ashutosh Gowariker and
actor Sai Tamhankar pose for photos during
the promotion of their upcoming series ‘Manvat

Murders’ in Mumbai on Sunday.

Pic: PTI




myperfectvoice@gmail.com

Y @my_perfectvoice

WWW.THEPERFECTVOICE.IN

THE PERFECT VOICE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2024
MUMBAI

No takers for Ajit’s

By Suyash Padate

Mumbai: There are no tak-
ers for the Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar’s idea
of rotating Chief Minister’s
chair in the state. Both the
Shiv Sena and BJP have
given the cold shoulder to
this surprising demand by
its alliance partner.

Pawar recently urged the
BJP leadership and said
that the post of Chief Min-
ister should be kept rotat-
ing among the alliance
partners. During the close
door meeting with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Pawar made this demand.

While speaking on this
move, Shiv Sena leader San-
jay Shirsat said, “I am not

aware what exactly Ajit Pa-
war wants. We are also con-
stituents of Mahayuti and
before taking any decision
regarding the Chief Ministe-
rial post, the BJP have to
consider us. So let this pro-
posal come to us we will re-
vert back. See, we have our
own reservations on any

ideaon CM post

such demand because
Eknath Shinde is the CM.
We are contesting the As-
sembly election under his
leadership, naturally he will
continue as a leader of Mah-
ayuti even after the
elections”.

“The Chief Minister is a
crucial political position
who is responsible for the
administration and govern-
ance of the state. The Chief
Minister is the head of the
elected government in the
state and holds significant
power and responsibilities.
What is the point in chang-
ing the person after assum-
ing the command of this
coveted post,” Shirsat said.

State BJP president
Chandrashekhar Bawalkule

said, “I am not aware of this
particular issue. The party
bigwigs will take the deci-
sion on this. But if you ask
my personal opinion, this is
not practical. Changing a

person sitting on the Chief :
Minister’s post every now i

and then will affect the en-
tire administration and gov-

ernance”. Speaking about :

the Ajit Pawar’s demand,

Bachchu Kadu of Prahar
Janshakti Party said, forget

about rotating CM’s post,

Ajitdada will quit the Mah- :

ayuti before the election.
There are strong undercur-

rents in the corridor of pow- :
er that the Mahayuti will :

vertically split before an-
nouncement of the
elections”.

Ahead of the 300th birth anniversary of freedom fighter Ahilyabai Holkar, women workers of RSS Sangh
performed yoga in the form of dance to create awareness about the sacrifice of Ahilyabai Holkar at

i Girgaum on Sunday.

Pic: Bhushan Koyande

Akshay Shinde buried
in Ulhasnagar

By Correspondent

Thane: The body of Bad-
lapur sexual assault case
accused Akshay Shinde
was buried in a crematori-
um in Ulhasnagar in Thane
district on Sunday, a police
officer said.

The burial took place at
Shantinagar crematorium
at around 6 pm amid heavy
police bandobast as the site
had seen protests from
some local residents and
outfits who were opposing
the move, the officer
added.

Shinde was shot dead at
around 6:15 pm on Septem-
ber 23 at Mumbra Bypass
while being taken to Bad-
lapur from Taloja Jail in

connection with the probe
into a case filed on the com-
plaint of his former wife.

As per police, he
snatched the pistol of an
API and fired, leaving the
latter injured, following
which he was gunned down
by an officer leading the es-
cort team.

His body was lying in
Kalwa civil hospital morgue

since then, with efforts by :
police and kin to find a bur-

ial place facing hurdles,
including protests from

residents and outfits like :
the Maharashtra Navnir- :

man Sena and Shiv Sena.
Shinde was arrested on

August 17 for sexually as- :
saulting two minor girls in

a school in Badlapur.

Atal Setu
cameras
incapable

Mumbai: The Maharash-
tra transport department
has recently found that the
cameras that are part of
the intelligent traffic man-
agement system (ITMS) on
the Mumbai Trans Har-
bour Link (MTHL), also
known as Atal Setu, are
incapable of detecting vio-
lations, such as speeding.
The department has

now requested Mumbai :
Metropolitan Region De-

velopment Authority
(MMRDA) to upgrade the
system to match the stand-

Mumbai-Pune Expressway
so that the regional trans-

port office would be able to :
i penalise offenders, said a
i senior Officer.

Shah director of opposition split, says Uddhav

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackeray on
Sunday claimed that BJP
leaders had been directed
in a closed-door meeting to
break the Opposition ranks
and target himself and
NCP (SP) leader Sharad
Pawar.

Thackeray said a Ramtek
near Nagpur that the peo-
ple will decide his political
future and not the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party.

He alleged Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had

i directed BJP leaders in a
ards of ITMS installed on :

“closed-door” meeting to
“stop” him (Uddhav) and
Sharad Pawar politically.
“During his recent visit
to Nagpur, Amit Shah held

i a closed-door meeting of

=\ }

BJPleaders Where he asked
them to split the Opposition
ranks and politically stop
me and Sharad Pawar. Why
speak behind closed doors?
He should say this before
people,” Thackeray said af-
ter inaugurating a life-size
statue of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj in Ramtek
city in east Maharashtra.
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SN -7

Jf

Why does Shah want to
finish Uddhav Thackeray
and Sharad Pawar politi-
cally...so that the BJP can
loot Maharashtra, he
alleged.

Thackeray said the BJP
snapped its three-decade-
old alliance with (undivid-
ed) Shiv Sena in 2014 (be-
fore assembly elections).

Tuition
teacher held
inrape case

Mumbai: A private coach-
ing class teacher and his
two brothers were arrested
in connection with the al-
leged rape and molestation
of a16-year-old girl student
in Mumbai, police said on
Sunday.

An FIR was registered
recently after the girl con-
fided in her family mem-
bers, who approached the
police.

The main accused alleg-
edly sexually assaulted the
girl, a class 9 student, on
two occasions between
July and December 2023, a
police officer said.

The complainant stated
that two brothers of the ac-
cused, all in their late 20s,
molested her separately in
a movie theatre and in a
classroom of the institute
between 2022 and Decem-
ber 2023.

Police registered an FIR
and arrested the three
brothers under relevant
sections of the Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC) for rape
and molestation and un-
der provisions of the Pro-
tection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act
(POCSO). Further investi-
gation is underway, the
officer added.

Devotees carry Goddess Durga idol to the pandal ahead of Navratri festival, in Mumbai.

Pic: Bhushan Koyande

Man accused of wife’s murder acquitted

Thane: A court in Maha-
rashtra’s Thane district
acquitted a man accused of
setting his wife ablaze, cit-
ing that the prosecution
had failed to establish the
chain of circumstances
linking him to the crime.
Principal District and
Sessions Judge S B Agraw-
al acquitted Nasir Yasin

Shaikh (38), a labourer, of
charges under section 302
(murder) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code.

A copy of the order
passed on September 20
was made available on
Saturday.

According to the prose-
cution, on April 7, 2021, Na-
sir set his wife, Farida,

ablaze after a dispute over
money.

Nasir demanded money
from Farida to buy clothes
and a mobile phone, and
when she refused, he alleg-
edly poured kerosene over
her and set her on fire, they
said. Farida was rushed to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj Hospital, where her dy-

ing declaration was record-
ed and subsequently
treated as the basis for the
FIR.

Defence counsel Sagar
Kolhe argued that the evi-
dence presented by the
prosecution was insuffi-
cient and raised questions
about the reliability of the
dying declaration.

expediting
claims

Thane: A competition has
emerged between insur-
ance companies to expedite
settlements in accident
cases in Maharashtra’s
Thane district, an official
from the District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA)
said on Sunday.

The trend has given re-
lief to victims’ families and
reduced the burden on the
Motor Accident Claims Tri-
bunal (MACT), the official
said.

Ishwar Suryavanshi,
DLSA secretary, described
the competition as a posi-
tive trend that benefits
claimants and insurers and
reduces court backlogs, al-
lowing better management
of other legal matters.

Record settlements were
achieved, including a claim
of Rs4.50 crore and another
for Rs 1.33 crore, surpass-
ing the previous record of
Rs 2.80 crore set during the
last Lokadalat. As many as
217 MACT claims, involving
more than Rs 26.80 crore,
were settled in the district
during the Lok Adalat on
Saturday. Suryavanshi
commended efforts taken
by the insurance compa-
nies and their counsels and
expressed confidence that
this healthy competition
will lead to more
settlements.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“One Jitu Navlani,

as an agent of the
ED, was involved
in extorting
money. Our MVA

who was employed

government pursued legal action
against him. It is believed he had the
support of both the ED and BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis.”

MP, Shiv Sena (UBT)

Sanjay Raut,

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Suggesting that age is
just a number, NCP (SP) chief
Sharad Pawar on Sunday ap-
pealed to Congress veteran Sush-
ilkumar Shinde to remain active
in social life to make Maharash-
tra an important state in the

country.

Pawar attended a function to
mark the 84th birthday of Shinde,
a former Union Home Minister,
where Kkey political figures had

gathered.

“Shinde should not take his age
too seriously even though he
turned 84. I am eight months old-

er than him. We still have a lot of
work to do to make Maharashtra
an important state in the country.
We should remain active (in social

he said.

life) to guide the new generation,”

When he was Union Home Min-
ister, Shinde, in 2014, had de-

2004.

scribed Sharad Pawar as his “po-
litical guru”, saying he would be
happy to see the NCP founder
become the Prime Minister.
Shinde’s personal and political
life is marked by unexpected
turns. Born in a Scheduled Caste
community in Solapur, Shinde
became a lower-rank police offi-
cial. He gradually climbed up the
Congress ladder to become the
chief minister of Maharashtra
from January 2003 to November

Shinde joined the Congress
party in 1971. He was elected as an
MLA on multiple terms. He was
elected to the Rajya Sabha from

“However, Sena managed
to win 63 seats,” he added.

Thackeray wondered if
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
agreed with BJP’s “Hindu-
tva” involving breaking
other parties and poaching
(opposition leaders).

“The upcoming elec-
tions are not about power
but they are crucial to pre-
vent Maharashtra from
getting looted,” the for-
mer chief minister said

and appealed to people to :
ensure a massive victory

for Maharashtra Vikas
Aghadi and deliver all six

assembly segments in
Ramtek Lok Sabha :

constituency.
Congress and NCP (SP)

leaders Sunil Kedar and :
Anil Deshmukh shared the :

dais with Thackeray.

. Insurance firms '

Amit Shah
in Mumbai
tomorrow

Mumbai: In his second
visit in two weeks, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
will visit Maharashtra on
Tuesday for a pre-election
meeting.

According to state BJP
chief Chandrashekhar
Bawankule Shah will hold
a meeting to review poll
preparation in Mumbai,
Thane and Konkanregion.”
Earlier, he had held meet-
ings with party workers
across Vidarbha, Marath-
wada, North and Western
Maharashtra.

Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis said that the seat-
sharing talks between the
Mahayuti was progressing

i well.

Raju Shetti applied
for MHADA house

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Raju Shetti, a
prominent farm leader and
former Member of Parlia-
ment from Hatkanangale,
has applied for a home
through the Maharashtra
Housing and Area Develop-
ment Authority (MHADA)
lottery, which is scheduled
to take place on October 8.

Shetti, who is the Presi-
dent of Swabhimani Pak-
sha and contested the Lok
Sabha election ear-
lier this year with-
out success, has
submitted a single
application for a flat
located on Adi ¥
Shankaracharya
Marg in Powai, ac-
cording to a Hindustan
Times report.

The apartment that Shet-
ti has applied for falls un-
der the middle-income
group category and offers a
carpet area of 706 square
feet. The price of the flat is
Rs1,20,13,323. Of the 112
flats available in this MHA-
DA lottery, three are spe-
cifically reserved for Mem-
bers of Parliament (MPs),
Members of Legislative As-
sembly (MLASs), and Mem-
bers of Legislative Council
(MLCs).

Shetti has applied under

the reserved category for
serving or former elected
representatives and is the
only applicant from this
pool of individuals. His de-
cision to apply in this cate-
gory has attracted atten-
tion due to his stature as a
farm leader and former MP,
highlighting the diverse ap-
plicants in this year’s
MHADA draw.

The 2023 MHADA lottery
has offered a total of 2,030
homes across Mumbai, and
it has generated sig-
nificant interest,
with 134,000 applica-
tions received. This
means that there are
56 applicants com-
peting for each avail-
able flat, making the
lottery highly competitive.
The homes, which range in
size and price, cater to vari-
ous income groups, offer-
ing a rare opportunity for
residents of Mumbai to
purchase homes in the city
at more affordable rates
than market prices.

The lottery draw will be
held at the Yashwantrao
Chavan Centre in Nariman
Point on 8 October. With
such a high number of ap-
plicants, the competition
for securing a flat through
MHADA'’s lottery system is
intense.

Maharashtra in 1992 and to Lok
Sabha in 1998. He served as the
governor of Andhra Pradesh
from October 2004 to January
2006.

Shinde had represented minis-
tries of Home Affairs and Power
in the erstwhile Manmohan Sin-
gh governments.

In recent years, the Congress
veteran has failed to ensure vic-
tory for himself in Lok Sabha
elections. He was defeated by

BJP candidates in 2014 and 2019

in the Solapur Lok Sabha seat.
Currently, his daughter Praniti
Shinde represents
constituency.

this
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bovt mnsulenngF | regulatory mechanism

New Delhi: The govern-
ment is considering setting
up a foreign investment
regulatory mechanism for
post-investment review
and monitoring in the
country, according to
sources.

At present, the consid-
eration is at the discussion
level only, they added.

"It has been observed
that all countries do over-
sight on the FDI (foreign
direct investment), which
is coming into their coun-
try. People suggest that in
India also, there should be
an oversight mechanism.
It's a kind of oversight on
money, which is coming up
in the country as FDI," one
of the sources said.

It can help ascertain that

The government also
eased FDI norms in
sectors, such as space,
e-commerce, pharma,
civil aviation, contract
manvufacturing,
digital media, coal
mining, and defence,
besides rolling out
the PLI scheme for 14
sectors.

the FDI coming into the
country is beneficial to the
economy and originates
from legitimate sources.

India is a major destina-
tion for foreign direct in-
vestments given its 1.4 bil-
lion market, stable policies,
demographic dividend,
good investment returns
and skilled workforce.

The government has
taken a series of measures
to attract overseas invest-
ments like promoting ease
of doing business through
simplifying procedures
and significantly reducing
compliance burden for the
industry.

The official added that
the measures to improve
ease of doing business,
zero tolerance for corrup-
tion and the focused effort

India receives
maximum
investments
from countries
like Mauritius,
Singapore, the US, the
Netherlands, the UAE,
the CaymanIslands,
Cyprus, Japan, the UK,
and Germany.

on emerging sectors like
electronics have helped
promote 'Make In India'
and boost domestic and for-
eign investments in the
country.

The 'Make in India' ini-
tiative was launched on
September 25, 2014, to fa-
cilitate investment, foster
innovation, build world-

class infrastructure, and
make the country a hub for
manufacturing, design,
and innovation.

The government is also
developing industrial
townships to boost domes-
tic manufacturing and at-
tract foreign investors by
providing world-class
infrastructure.

Sectors, which attract
healthy overseas inflows,
include services, computer
software and hardware, tel-
ecommunication, pharma
and chemicals.

On a question of wheth-
er India needs a dedicated
law to deal with national
security risks from FDI,
Saurav Kumar, Partner, In-
dusLaw, said that a dedi-
cated law to deal with na-
tional security risks in
foreign investment may
strengthen India's position
with respect to internation-
al law by providing a clear-
ly defined legal basis for
rejecting investments on
national security grounds.

"This would not only re-
duce the risk of interna-
tional challenges but also
showcase that India's ac-
tions are transparent, pre-
dictable, and aligned with
global best practices," Ku-

119 percent —
Increase in FDI flow in last
10 years

47.8 per cent
Increase in FDI in April-
June this fiscal on healthy
inflows in services,
computer, telecom and
pharma sectors

USD 667 billion
The FDIin 2023-24

90 per cent
Total FDI received through
automatic route

mar said.

Rudra Kumar Pandey,
Partner, Shardul Amarch-
and Mangaldas & Co said it
is important that a specific
domestic law is introduced
which provides clear guide-
lines on parameters for
processing the foreign in-
vestment application, as-
pects relating to a national
security risk, the threshold
for determining beneficial
owner, the appointment of
a nodal officer to interact
with the applicant, provid-
ing of regular update, spe-
cific grounds of rejection
and other relevant provi-
sions to bring out the trans-

parency in the approval :

procedure.

Goyal holds
discussions
with 140 firms

New Delhi: Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal on Sunday held de-
tailed discussions with
companies that are getting
fiscal benefits under the
production linked incentive
(PLI) scheme.

The minister engaged
with 140 companies out of
the 1,300 manufacturing
units across 14 sectors,
which have been the benefi-
ciaries of the scheme.

"We had estimated that
in the 14 sectors, about Rs
1.46 lakh crore would be in-
vested...Our estimate is
that we could look at an in-
vestment of upward of Rs 2
lakh crores being seeded
through the production
linked incentive scheme
(throughout the scheme pe-
riod)," Goyal told reporters
here after the meeting.

At the job front, he added
that originally it was esti-
mated about 8.5 lakh jobs
will be created under the
PLI scheme, but looking at
the numbers that some of
them are saying, "we could
easily look at about 12 lakh
(jobs). It was also our ex-
pectation that we'll see ad-

i ditional production of :
i about Rs 11 lakh crore."

GSTN restores GST
returns data

New Delhi: GST Network
on Sunday said the month-
ly returns data of July and
August 2017, the initial
months of the Goods and
Services Tax rollout, has
been restored on the
portal.

The GSTN had last week
said it is implementing its
data policy, as per which
data for taxpayers will be
retained for seven years
only. Thus, GST returns
data will not be available
beyond 7 years for taxpay-
ers, and they would be
archived.

Accordingly, on August
1, 2024, returns filed for
July 2017 were archived,
and on September 1, 2024,
data for August 2017 was
archived.

However, trade and in-
dustry had sought some
more time before imple-
menting this policy so that
they could download their
relevant data from the GST
portal for any future
reference.

In an advisory to taxpay-
ers, GSTN on Sunday said
GST returns for 17-18 were
made available again on the
feedback received from the

trade and industry.

"In view of the requests
received from the trade due
to the difficulties faced,
data has been restored back
on the portal. We recom-
mend you to download and
save the data if needed, as
the archival policy shall be
implemented again after
giving advance informa-
tion," GSTN said.

As per GST law, taxpay-
ers are not allowed to file
their GST returns after the
expiry of a period of three
years from the due date of
furnishing the said return.

As per the GST portal
data policy, data for taxpay-
ers will be retained for
seven years only.

GST was implemented
on July 1, 2017.

IPA seeks distinction
on spurious drugs

New Delhi: There is a need
for a clear distinction be-
tween spurious and sub-
standard drugs as linking
counterfeit products with
legitimate manufacturers
has severe reputational and
financial impact, the Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance
(IPA) has stated. The indus-
try body's statement comes
in the wake of a recent re-
port by the Central Drugs

sation, which cited more
than 50 products as NSQ.

Rajan wants govt to promote labour-intensive industries

i New Delhi: With 7 per cent
economic growth, India is
i not creating enough jobs as
i reflected by the number of
i applicants for vacant posts
in some states, Reserve
{ Bank's former governor
i Raghuram Rajan said and
i suggested the government
i needs to focus on promot-
i inglabour-intensive indus-
itries to

i employment.
Standard Control Organi- :
i Indians, especially those at
i upper level, are comforta-

generate

Rajan further said some

ble and have high incomes,
but consumption growth
from the lower half of the
country has still not recov-
ered to pre-pandemic
level.

"That is the unfortunate
part...You would think with
7 per cent growth, we would
be creating alot of jobs. But
if you look at our manufac-
turing growth, it is more
capital intensive," he told
PTI.

Rajan was asked wheth-
er the Indian economy,

which is growing at 7 per
cent, is creating enough
jobs.

According to him, the in-

dustries that are more cap-
ital-intensive are growing
faster, but labour-intensive
industries are not
growing.

"It isnot going well at the
lower level. I think the des-
perate need is for jobs. And
you can see this, forget the
official statistics.

"You can see it in the
number of applications for
government jobs, which are
overwhelming," said Rajan,
who is a professor of fi-
nance at US-based Chicago

Booth.

He said that in the medi-
um term, the Indian econo-
my will grow at 6-7 per cent.

While welcoming the ap-
prenticeship schemes an-
nounced by the finance
minister in this year's
Budget, Rajan said, "But we
have to monitor that very
closely, see what works and
expand what works much
more." Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had
announced in the Union
Budget of FY25 that the

government will launch
three employment-linked
schemes based on enrol-
ment in Employees' Provi-
dent Fund Organization
(EPFO).

Citing examples of Viet-
nam and Bangladesh,

bour-intensive industries
like textile and leather, he
said, "We need to look at
this (labour-intensive in-
dustry) very, very careful-
ly, we cannot be left out."
-PTI

L&T gearsup
for semicon

i New Delhi: Fabless chip
i company L&T Semiconduc-
! tor Technologies expects
{ manufacturing of semicon-
i ductor products designed
i by it tostartin the next two
i years, a top company offi-
¢ cial said.

which are doing well in la- i
i Technologies CEO Sandeep
{ Kumar said the company
¢ will set up its chip manu-
i facturing plants after
i achieving a threshold rev-
i enue in the range of USD 50
¢ million to USD 1 billion.

L&T Semiconductor

Coking Coal Imports

Govt delegation to
leave for Mongolia

New Delhi: An Indian del-
egation, including senior
government officials, will
leave for Mongolia next
month to discuss importing
coking coal from the land-
locked nation.

The move aims at diver-
sifying raw materials
sources, and will not only
increase the availability of
the key steel making mate-
rial but also help in cost
optimisation of producing
the commodity.

"We are looking at the
possibility of import of cok-
ing coal from Mongolia. An
Industry delegation went
(to Mongolia some time
back) and a government
delegation is going next
month," Steel Secretary
Sandeep Poundrik told PTI.

India remains dependent

on select group of nations
--largely Australia -- to meet
80-90 per cent of its coking

coal requirements. As they :

are located far, it takes
months for cargo ships to
transport the raw material

to India. The logistics adds :
to the overall cost produc-

tion of steel makers.
Imports from Mongolia,
which is geographically

closer to India, will provide :
cost benefit to the domestic :
steel players and improve

availability of the raw
material.

The government has
been taking several meas- :

ures to source coking coal
from Russia and Mongolia.
State-owned SAIL has

imported coking coal from :

Russia to produce steel.

-PTI

I

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde with Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis during the inauguration

of the southern extension of Pune Metro Phase 1 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday.
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Reliance wins arbitration case

New Delhi: The Calcutta
High Court has upheld aRs
780 crore arbitration award
in favour of Reliance Infra-
structure Ltd in a dispute
with West Bengal-based
Damodar Valley Corpora-
tion, the Anil Ambani
group firm said in a stock
exchange filing.

More than a decade
back, Reliance Infrastruc-
ture had won a contract to
set up a 1,200 MW thermal
power plant in Purulia in
West Bengal for Rs 3,750
crore.

The project was delayed
due to disputes and other

reasons, leading to DVC
seeking damages from Reli-
ance Infrastructure. Reli-
ance Infrastructure, how-
ever, challenged this, and
an arbitration tribunal in
2019 ruled in favour of the
company and directed DVC
to pay Rs 896 crore to the
company.

DVC challenged the or-
der of the arbitral tribunal
in the Calcutta High Court,
which was dismissed by the
court.

"This is to inform that on
September 27, 2024, the Di-
vision Bench of Hon'ble
High Court of Calcutta de-

livered its judgment in a
petition filed by Damodar
Valley Corporation (DVC)
challenging the arbitration
award under Section 34,
dated September 29, 2023,
amounting to approximate-
ly Rs 780 crore, including
accrued interest in favour
of the company concerning
the Raghunathpur Ther-
mal Power Project," the
firm said in the filing.

The company said the
court "with the exception
of relief on pre-award in-
terest and reduction in the
rate of interest on bank
guarantee totalling to Rs

181 crore and upheld the
(arbitration) award, total-

ling approximately Rs 780 :
i ternal committee for a

crore, including accrued
interest. In addition, the
bank guarantee of Rs 600
crore will also be
released".

Reliance Infra said it is
currently conducting a de-
tailed review of the judg-
ment and "will proceed,

ther to enforce the Award
to the extent upheld or to
challenge the judgment
dated September 27, 2024,
where it interferes with the
Award".

I-T Act review: Govt

New Delhi: The govern-
ment has proposed to in-

| i vite suggestions on Income
Tax Act, 1961, from the pri-
: vate sector and tax experts

beginning October, as part
of an exercise to simplify

i the direct tax law, sources
i said.

In a meeting with indus-
try chambers earlier this
month, the government

.| : said that a functionality
i will be created in the In-
i come Tax portal wherein

suggestions could be made
on different sections of the
I-T Act with a view to sim-

i plifying the language and

reducing litigation.
Following the Budget
announcement, the Cen-

i tral Board of Direct Taxes

(CBDT) had set up an in-

comprehensive review of
the six- decade old direct

i tax law and make it con-
i cise, lucid, easy to read and

understand.
"In the meeting with in-
dustry associations, the

: revenue department sug-
based on legal advice, ei- i

gested that the functional-
ity be developed by the
first week of October to
give suggestions for re-

i working the income tax
i law," a source said.
-PTI

Another source said

‘toinvite suggestions

that the exercise is not to
write anew tax law or a tax
code.

"Just by removing the
outdated clauses, the num-
ber of pages could be
brought down by about
100. The aim of the I-T law
review is simplification of
language and mitigation of
litigation," the source
added.

Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman in 2024-
25 Budget presented in
July had proposed that the
I-T law review would be
completed in six months.

Considering that the six-
month timeline ends in
January, it is widely ex-
pected that the amended
I-T Act could be brought in
the Budget session of
Parliament.

Since no new changes
are expected in the law, the
amended Act could form
part of the Finance Bill,
2025 as well, another
source said.

"It could be that the rev-
enue department is look-
ing at incorporating the
amendments suggested by
the industry in the first
draft and then put the
amended draft law in pub-
lic domain," a source said.

-PTI

Regulatory, policy

New Delhi: India's regula-
tory and policy reforms are
crucial for shaping the fu-
ture of pharmaceutical re-
search and development by
streamlining approval pro-
cesses, strengthening IP
protections and incentivis-
ing innovation, as several
policy challenges continue
to hinder the growth of
R&D in the sector, accord-
ing to a report.

As the country modern-
ises its regulatory frame-
work and enhances collabo-
ration with global regulatory
agencies, India is well-posi-
tioned to become a global

leader in pharmaceutical
innovation, as per the report
by Deloitte and industry
chamber ASSOCHAM.

It acknowledged that In-
dia's pharmaceutical eco-
system is transforming sig-
nificantly, supported by
comprehensive regulatory
and policy reforms to foster
innovation and growth.

The regulatory frame-
work, which governs drug
discovery, development and
commercialisation, is being
actively enhanced to stream-
line approval processes, in-
crease transparency and
reduce barriers to entry for

The report said, “Several policy challenges continue
to hinder the growth of India's pharmaceutical R&D
sector, such as inadequate capacity for drug
regulation, the need for advanced testing facilities
and the lack of a strong framework for monitoring
quality compliance in manufacturing units.”

innovative products.

There is scope for harmo-
nisation between state and
central policies to ensure a
uniform regulatory envi-
ronment across the country.
There is also alack of align-
ment among different regu-
latory bodies, resulting in
overlapping jurisdictions

and inconsistent regulatory
outcomes, the report said.
"Additionally, bureau-
cratic complexities within
the regulatory framework
led to extended timelines for
drug approvals and clinical
trials, making India less at-
tractive for conducting
high-quality clinical re-

search," it noted.

Another major challenge
in this area is the high cost
of compliance with global
standards, which can be
particularly burdensome
for Small and Medium-
Sized Enterprises (SMEs),
the report added.

"Addressing these specif-
ic impediments through
streamlined processes and
clearer regulations is essen-
tial for enhancing India's
position in global pharma-
ceutical R&D."

In order to position India
as a hub for pharmaceutical
research and development,

reforms crucial for pharma: Report

with a robust ecosystem ca-
pable of supporting global
standards and driving inno-
vative advancements, the
report suggested that the i
government should actively :
promote the country as a
leading hub for pharmaceu-
tical discovery and preclini- :

cal and clinical research.

Using its expanding CRO
sector, cutting-edge re- :
search centres, cost efficien-

cy and diverse patient base,

India can position itself as :
an attractive collaborator :
for global pharmaceutical
companies in these areas, it :

said.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

"We have got

companies in

to grow and that

some very capable

India with the right
engineering talent,
the right production
footprint. India is a
market that is going

makes sense for us to continue
sourcing more from India.”

Group VP, GE Aerospace

Mahendra Nair,
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Filmmaker to Deputy CM:

Son Rises in DMK govt

Chennai: "I don't know
whether I will win or lose...
But I will fight sincerely till
the very end," from Udhay-
anidhi Stalin's Tamil flick
'Manithan,' would help un-
derstand how he in politics
too used such simple and
effective messaging and the
manner in which it contrib-
uted to jump start his politi-
cal career path.

In the run up to the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, in order to
target the BJP-led Centre,
Udhayanidhi came up with
his "29 paisa" campaign.

He repeatedly attacked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as "29 paisa Modi" as
the Centre returned only
"29 paisa out of every one
rupee paid as tax" to the
Union government by the
state and this helped the
ruling DMK further
strengthen its narrative
against the BJP and its al-
lies that the state suffered
at the hands of the Saffron
party-led dispensation.

On September 28, 2024
Udhayanidhi Stalin was el-
evated as Deputy Chief
Minister.

Born on November 27,
1977, Udhayanidhi's real in-
nings in his party began
with his appointment as
DMK youth wing secretary
in July 2019 and under his
leadership, the party reaf-
firmed its goal to inculcate
the Dravidian spirit into
the party cadres by organ-
ising ideology-based work-
shops and interactions and
the focus remained on us-
ing technology to reachout
to more and more youths
and increase party mem-

DMK leader Udhayanidhi Stalin visits his grandfather M. Karunanidhi's residence
before taking oath as Tamil Nadu deputy Chief Minister in Chennai on Sunday. Pic: PTI

initiatives like the youth
wing conference and a
state-wide motorcycle rally
enthused cadres and helped
build his image further asa
go-getter.

In the 2021 Assembly
polls, he was hugely suc-
cessful with his 'single
brick' campaign to send
across a message to people
that the Madurai AIIMS
project of the BJP-led Cen-
tre remained a non-starter
though it was announced in
the 2015-16 Union Budget. It
was arguably the first time
he outshone his colleagues
in the party and several
leaders vied with each oth-
er to praise him for his
natural ability to connect

Last year, though Udhay-
anidhi's comments on San-
atan Dharma led to a na-
tion-wide controversy, it in
a way, helped the party to
reiterate and convince its
key political constituencies
that his comments were a
reflection of the party ide-
ology to eradicate practices
that went against the Back-
ward Classes, Scheduled
Castes and Tribes and the
women as well and that it
had absolutely nothing to
do with religion.

The party, rallying in his
support, campaigned that
national icons like Periyar
EV Ramasamy, Dr B.R.
Ambedkar and Naryana
Guru had spoken against

those based on a person's
birth. That the Sanatan
Dharma controversy cut no
electoral ice in Tamil Nadu
was also seen as a success
for Udhayanidhi.

Naturally, being the son
of Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin and grandson of late
DMK patriarch M Karuna-
nidhi brought its own
unique advantages for Ud-
hayanidhi's growth within
the party. After he took
over as Minister, he
launched several initiatives
to encourage sportspersons
and improve sports infra-
structure and distribution
of Kalaignar sports kit was
one among them.

After finishing his grad-

Udhayanidhi became well
known as a film producer/
distributor, over a decade
ago, and later as an actor as

well. Since 2016, he helms

DMK's Tamil mouthpiece
'Murasoli' and since then he
has been active in party
work assigned to him.

In 2021, he won for the
first time as an MLA from

Chepauk-Tiruvallikeni As-

sembly constituency here
and became the Sports and
Youth Welfare Minister in
December 2022. Also, in
2022, he was retained as
youth wing chief and it
helped him further demon-
strate his organising skills
and build his influence
with leaders clamouring
for his elevation at recent

events to commemorate the :

75 anniversary of DMK's
founding.

His long expected eleva-
tion as Deputy Chief Minis-
ter is more or less only a
formality as he had already
been chairing high-level re-
view meetings of the gov-
ernment. While it took over
three decades of active
party work for his father,

MK Stalin to become Depu-

ty CM in 2009, the journey
of Udhayanidhi, who ini-
tially appeared to be not
very keen on politics, is
comparatively quick.

Like his success as a law-
yer to win justice in his film

being), DMK cadres are
confident that he will go on
to win more laurels, espe-
cially in the 2026 Assembly
polls when top actor Vijay's
Tamizha Vetri Kazhagam
will for the first time face

Only Bengal
 deprived of flood
. grants: Mamata

! Kolkata: West Bengal
i Chief Minister Mamata Ba- |
i nerjee on Sunday described :
i the flood situation in the :
i northern districts as :
i "alarming" and claimed
i that the state has been de- i
i prived of central assistance :
i to deal with the natural
i calamity. H
Banerjee, who was on i
¢ her way to north Bengal to :
i inspect the flood situation
i there, told reporters that
i her government was deal-
i ing with the deluge on a
i war footing.
"North Bengal is reeling
i under flood. Districts like :
i Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri i
i and Alipurduar have been :
i affected. Due to heavy rain i
i in catchment areas of Ko- :
¢ shi river, places in Bihar :
i and Malda and Dakshin i
i Dinajpur districts of Ben- :
i gal will be affected in the :
i near future," she said on
i her way to Siliguri.
Accusing the central
i government of "not per- :
i forming its role to help the :
! state fight against the ca- :
i lamities, she said,
i Centre did not take up !
i maintenance work of Far- :
i akkabarrage and its water- :
i bearing capacity has re- :
i duced to a great extent :
i despite our repeated re- :
i minders to them." H
She alleged that the BJP
: leaders used to visit West
i Bengal "only during polls :
i but forget about the state
¢ when it matters most".
i "Only Bengalis beingde-
i prived of flood grants", Ba- :
i nerjee claimed.
'Manthian' (Man/human
i on its part, has been "deal-
i ing with the situation on a i
i war footing and launched a :
i public address system for :
i evacuation of people living :
near rivers to safer places",
: she said.

The state government,

"The |

Govt mulls three bills

toimplement plan

ONE NATION
ONE ELECTION

New Delhi: The govern-
ment is likely to bring three
bills, including two to
amend the Constitution, to
put in place its plan to hold

i simultaneous elections.

One of the proposed Con-
stitution amendment bills,
that deals with aligning the
local bodies elections to that
of the Lok Sabha and the
Assemblies, will require an
endorsement from at least
50 per cent of the states.

The proposed first con-
stitutional amendment bill
would deal with making

provisions for holding Lok

Sabha and state legislative
assembly elections togeth-
er. Citing recommenda-
tions of the high-level com-
mittee, sources said the
proposed bill would seek to
amend Article 82A by add-
ing sub-clause (1) relating
to the 'appointed date'. It
will also seek to insert sub-
clause (2) to Article 82A

i relating to the end of terms

of the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies together.

It also proposes to amend
Article 83(2) and insert new

i sub-clauses (3) and (4) relat-

ing to the duration and dis-
solution of the Lok Sabha.

i It also has provisions re-
i lated to the dissolution of
: the legislative assemblies

and amending Article 327
toinsert the term "simulta-
neous elections".

This bill will not require

i ratification by at least 50
: per cent of the states, the

The proposed second
Constitutional amendment
bill will require ratification
by at least 50 per cent of the
state assemblies as it will
deal with matters relating
to state affairs.

It will seek to amend con-
stitutional provisions relat-
ing to the preparation of
electoral rolls by the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) in
consultation with State
Election Commissions
(SECs) for elections to local
bodies. The proposed sec-
ond Constitution amend-
ment bill will also create
provisions to hold simulta-
neous elections to munici-
palities and panchayats,
along with elections to Lok
Sabha and state legislative
assemblies by inserting a
new Article 324A.

The third bill will be an
ordinary one to amend pro-
visions in three laws deal-
ing with Union territories
having legislative assem-
blies -- Puducherry, Delhi
and Jammu and Kashmir
--to align the terms of these
Houses with other legisla-
tive assemblies and the Lok
Sabha as proposed in the
first constitutional amend-
ment bill.

The statutes it proposes
to amend are the Govern-
ment of National Capital
Territory of Delhi Act-1991,
the Government of Union
Territories Act-1963 and
the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act-2019.

bership. Also, several other ~ with the people. discrimination including uation from a city college, an electoral fight. -PTI : -PTI : recommendation said. -PTI
: ]
Cong demands Nitish govt run by ex—babus Kishor
Patna: Political strategist- s
I n n turned-activist Prashant 1'-1- -».":
S res I n at I 0 n Kishor on Sunday launched SR
: ascathing attack on Bihar
i Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
New Delhi: The Congress nothing to do with the FIR. mar, alleging that the state
on Sunday attacked the He said the Congress has government was being "run alol w
BJP after a case waslodged  been demandinga Supreme- i byfourretired bureaucrats” =
against Finance Minister court monitored inquiry and the CM was in the "grip
Nirmala Sitharaman and through an SIT into the elec- of these former babus".
othersonacomplaintrelat- toral bonds scheme and re- : Addressing a press con- E
ing to the now-scrapped iterates that demand. i ference here, three days would be fought on the is- these babus. Neither Ku-

electoral bonds scheme and
demanded her resignation
for "undermining
democracy".

The opposition party re-
iterated its demand for a
Supreme-court monitored
inquiry through an SIT into
the whole electoral bond
scheme.

Addressing a press con-
ference here along with
party spokesperson Ab-
hishek Singhvi, Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam
Ramesh charged that four
ways were used to extort
money through the "con-
spiracy of electoral bonds
- prepaid bribery, postpaid
bribery, post-raid bribery

and through farzi
companies".
He said the Finance Min-

ister should immediately
resign as she is "guilty" po-

litically, legally and
morally.
Ramesh said the FIR was

lodged on orders of the
court and the Congress has

Singhvi also accused the
BJP of "undermining
democracy".

"The Finance Minister
cannot do this on her own.
We know who is number 1
and number 2 and this was
done on whose directions,"
he said.

"The larger issue is the
level playing field which is
necessary for free and fair
polls. Free and fair polls are
critical for democracy. This
is an attack on our demo-
cratic system," Singhvi said
while terming it as "EBS -
Extortionist BJP Scheme".

A case was registered on
Saturday against Sithara-
man and others on the di-
rections of a court in Ben-
galuru, following a
complaint relating to the
now-scrapped electoral
bonds scheme.

BJP Karnataka chief BY
Vijayendra and party lead-
er Nalin Kumar Kateel
have also been named in
the FIR.

-PTI

at Esplanade tram depot in Kolkata on Sunday.

Karat to be Polit Bureau coordinator

New Delhi: Senior CPI(M)
leader Prakash Karat will
be the coordinator of the
party's Polit Bureau and
the Central Committee as
an interim arrangement
until the 24th Party Con-
gress to be held in April
next year, the Left party
said on Sunday.

The decision comes in
the wake of the death of
CPI(M) General Secretary
Sitaram Yechury on Sep-
tember 12 at the age of 72.

"The Central Committee
of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist), now in ses-
sion in New Delhi, has de-
cided that Comrade
Prakash Karat will be the
coordinator of the Polit Bu-
reau and the Central Com-
mittee, as an interim ar-
rangement until the 24th
Party Congress to be held
in April 2025 at Madurai,"
the CPI(M) said.

"This decision was taken
due to the sad and sudden

demise of the sitting Gen-
eral Secretary of the i
CPI(M), Comrade Sitaram

Yechury," it added.

Karat, one of the senior- i

most leaders of the CPI(M),

was its general secretary
from 2005 to 2015. He was

elected to the Central Com-
mittee in 1985 and became a
Polit Bureau member in
1992.

The Polit Bureau is the
key decision-making wing
of the party. -PTI

ahead of floating his own
political party, Kishor

¢ vowed to dislodge the JD(U)

president from power.

He charged the longest-
serving CM of Bihar with
running his government
through a handful of "re-

i tired bureaucrats".

Tram Iovers perform a song as part of a campaign to save tram services in the clty,
Pic: PTI

He also claimed that the
2025 Bihar assembly polls

Chirag may

cluding forging an alliance
or going solo, for it.

His statement came a day
after Assam CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma said his party
would contest the polls in
alliance with the AJSU

¢ Party and JD(U).

sue of 'three S', that is 'sar-
ab' (liquor), 'survey' (land)
and 'smart meter', and as-
serted that these issues
would prove to be the "final
nail in the coffin for the
current regime".

"The Nitish Kumar gov-
ernment is being run by
four retired bureaucrats.
The CM is in the grip of

Kochi: A case has been reg-

Tube channels for allegedly
airing objectionable videos
and statements about well-
known actor-filmmaker
Balachandra Menon.

The case was registered
based on a complaint lodged
by Menon with the city po-
lice commissioner here on
Saturday.

The accused YouTube
channels had reportedly
aired the interview of an
actress who had allegedly

: made some insulting re-

mar nor these bureaucrats
are aware of the problems
being faced by the people.
Kumar has changed now.
He has lost his morality
and is only interested in se-
curing the chief minister's
chair," Kishor alleged.

His 'Jan Suraj' initiative
will become a political par-
ty on October 2.

YouTubers booked for defamation
forgealliance .

: istered against some You-
Ranchi/Dhanbad: Union
minister Chirag Paswan on
i Sunday said his party, LJP
i (Ram Vilas), would contest :
i the assembly elections in
Jharkhand, and all options :
were being explored, in- :

marks against the "April 18"
actor-director.

Asperthe FIR, the videos
were deliberately propagat-
ed by the accused on Sep-
tember 27 with an intension
to defame Menon and in-
timidate him.

Multiple FIRs have been
registered against several
high-profile Malayalam film
personalities following al-
legations of sexual harass-
ment against various direc-
tors and actors, sparked by
revelations in the Justice K
Hema Committee report.

QUOTEOFTHEDAY |

“By cancelling

Mehbooba Mufti

her campaigning,

has shown she is
shedding tears over
the death of terrorists.
It is her habit to call
terrorists martyrs.
She had similarly wept for Burhan
Wani some time back.”

National Spokesperson, BJP

R.P. Singh,

Govt’s NRI cell got 400 complaints of

New Delhi: The govern-
ment’s NRI cell received

i over 400 complaints from
i women in 2022, with key is-

sues ranging from domestic
violence, confiscation of
passports, desertion to
dowry demands and child

i custody disputes.

According to the latest
annual report from the
Ministry of Women and
Child Development (WCD)
accessed by PTI, 109 com-

: plaints were registered be-
i tween January and March

2022, while 372 were re-
ceived from April to
December.

The report highlighted
that the NRI cell, which
handles cases related to
NRI marriages from wom-
en both in India and abroad,
saw several serious allega-
tions, including confisca-
tion of passports by in-
laws, and women being
unable to join their hus-
bands abroad due to the
husband’s disappearance
or unknown whereabouts.

“The complexity of NRI
marriages often involves
significant challenges, in-
cluding legal and financial
aid, child custody issues,
and the location of missing

’l

spouses,” the report stated,
urging collaboration across
government departments
to resolve these cases.

The NRI cell receives a

total of 481 complaints from
women in 2022, the report
said.

The National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW) co-

ordinated with the Minis-
tries of WCD, External
Affairs, and Home Affairs
to resolve the issues. In
2022, the NCW issued near-
ly 3,500 letters to relevant
authorities to expedite the
resolution of matrimonial
disputes involving NRIs.
Beyond bureaucratic ef-
forts, the NCW provided
psycho-social and legal
counselling to complain-
ants. The report revealed
that around 45 walk-in com-
plaints were handled during
the year, in addition to regu-
lar telephonic counselling
sessions. Hearings were

domestic violence

held in approximately 20
cases to facilitate follow-ups
with authorities or mediate
reconciliation efforts be-
tween the parties involved.
The Ministry of External
Affairs identified 10 IDMs
in nine countries, including
the UAE, Bahrain, Qatar,
Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Ara-
bia, Singapore, and Cana-
da, where such facilities
were deemed necessary
based on the number of In-
dian women residing there.
However, the proposal to
set up the facility in Aus-

tralia was later dropped.
-PTI
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(handrayaan-3 landed on

New Delhi: India's lunar
mission Chandrayaan-3
possibly landed in one of
the oldest craters of the
Moon, according to scien-
tists who analysed images
from the mission and
satellites.

The crater was formed
during the Nectarian peri-
od, which dates back to 3.85
billion years and is one of
the oldest time periods in
the Moon's history, the
team, including research-
ers from the Physical Re-
search Laboratory and In-
dian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO),
Ahmedabad, said.

In this case,
Chandrayaan-3 was
found to have landed
within a crater -- about
160 km in diameter
-- and detected in the
images as a nearly semi-
circular structure.

A crater is formed when
an asteroid crashes into the
surface of alarger body like
a planet or a Moon, and the
displaced material is called
'ejecta’.

Revealing how the Moon
evolved over time, the im-
ages showed that one half
of the crater was buried un-
der material thrown out or
'ejecta’ from the South Pole-
Aitken basin -- the largest
and most known impact
basin on the Moon, the re-
searchers said.

An impact basin is a
large, complex crater with
diameter over 300 km, while
a crater measures under 300
km in diameter.

Forming of ejectais "sim-
ilar to when you throw a
ball on sand and some of it
gets displaced or thrown
outwards into a small pile,"
explained Vijayan, who is
the corresponding author
on the study that appeared
in the journal Icarus.

S Vijayan, an associate

professor in the Planetary
Sciences Division, Physical
Research Laboratory, said,
“When an impact basin is
forming, surface material
will be thrown out. If the
diameter of the impact ba-
sin is larger, sub-surface
materials from greater
depths will be excavated,"
Vijayan said. The research-
ers said this likely indicated
one half of the crater, the
other half of which was 'de-
graded' by getting buried
under ejecta from the South
Pole-Aitken basin.

"Further, near the land-
ing site, ejecta or material
'thrown out' from another
impact crater further away
was observed -- images cap-
tured by the Pragyan rover
revealed that material of
the same nature was pre-
sent at the landing site,"
Vijayan said.

The Pragyan rover was
deployed on the lunar sur-
face by the Vikram lander,
on-board the

possibly oldest craters of Moon
1°

Chandrayaan-3
landing site is a unique
geological setting
where no other
missions have gone.
The images from the
mission's Pragyan
rover are the first
on-site ones of the
Moon at this latitude.
They reveal how the
Moon evolved over
time.

S Vijayan,

Associate professor,
Physical Research
Laboratory

Chandrayaan-3.
"Together, the images

from the mission and satel- :
lites showed that the Chan- :
drayaan-3 landing site con- :
sists of material deposited :

from different regions of
the Moon," he said.

The mission,launched by :
ISRO, Bengaluru, made a :
softlanding near the Moon's

south pole on August 23,

2023. The landing site was

christened the Shiv Shakti
Point on August 26, 2023.

For validating their re-

sults, the researchers also
observed other craters

formed during the Nectari- :
an period and found that
most of them were severely :

degraded and modified -- a

finding that "substantiates :
i houses and eight bridges
i were damaged. The securi-

our discovery of a buried
crater."

The finding is also an in-
dication of the weathering

effects due to exposure to :
space, or 'space weathering,' :
-PTI :

they said.

_

Students participate in a rally organised by Cardiological Society of India (CSI), Assam on World Heart
i Day in Guwahati on Sunday.

Pic: PTI

Over 125 killed in floods, landslides in Nepal

By Shirish B Pradhan

Kathmandu: The death toll
from rain-triggered flood-
ings and landslides across
Nepal climbed to 125 on
Sunday, police said.

Large swathes of eastern
and central Nepal have
been inundated since Fri-
day, with flash floods re-
ported in parts of the

country.

According to the Armed
Police Force sources, 64 peo-
ple are missing in floods,
landslides and inundation,
while 45 people have been
injured.

The Kathmandu Valley
reported the highest num-
ber of 48 deaths.At least 195

ty personnel have rescued
nearly 3,100 people.
Eyewitnesses said they
had never seen such a dev-
astating flood and inunda-

[ '.' ‘-;"I'.l_ £ -.: l

tion in the Kathmandu Val-
ley in 40-45 years. The death
toll has reached 102, the
Armed Police Force said in
a statement.

“I've never before seen
flooding on this scale in
Kathmandu,” said Arun
Bhakta Shrestha, Climate
and Environmental expert
at the International Centre
for Integrated Mountain

A flood-affected area follbwing heavy rainfall in
Kathmandu, Nepal on Sunday.

Pic: PTI

Development (ICIMOD).

Kathmandu's main river,
the Bagmati, was flowing
above danger levels after
incessant rain lashed much
of eastern and central Ne-
palon Friday and Saturday,
a report published by ICI-
MOD said on Saturday.

A low-pressure system in
the Bay of Bengal and the
more northerly than usual

position of the monsoon
trough was the reason be-
hind Saturday's exception-
ally intense rain, it said.

Scientists say that while
climate change is changing
the amount and timing of
rainfall across Asia, a key
reason for the risein the im-
pact of floods is the built
environment, including un-
planned construction, espe-
cially on floodplains, which
leaves insufficient areas for
water retention and
drainage.

The floods and landslides
have thrown life out of gear
in many parts of the coun-
try, with many highways
and road stretches disrupt-
ed, hundreds of houses and
bridges buried or swept
away, and hundreds of fam-
ilies displaced. Thousands
of passengers have been
stranded in various places
due to road disruption.

-PTI

Elderly

woman diesin

animal attack

Udaipur: A 65-year-old

woman was mauled to H
death in a suspected leop-

ard attack in Rajasthan's
Udaipur district, officials
said on Sunday.

Gattu Bai was attacked

by an animal on Saturday
when she was alone at her

home in Gurjaron ka Guda :
village in Gogunda area,

they said.
According to officials,

when her husband re- :
turned home in the even- :
ing and could not find her, :
he alerted the villagers.
The locals initially found
pieces of her saree, some
jewellery and traces of
blood which led them to

intensify the search.

Later, the woman's muti-
lated body was found in a

nearby forest, they said.

PTI i

Great Nicobar Project

Govt hell-bent oninflicting ecological disaster, says Ramesh

New Delhi: Senior Con-
gress leader Jairam
Ramesh has written to En-
vironment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav over the
Great Nicobar Island infra-
structure project, alleging
the high-powered panel
tasked to revisit environ-
mental clearances to the
project was "biased" in its
very composition and did
not carry out any meaning-
ful reassessment.

Ramesh also expressed
"grave concern" over ex-
pressions of interest being
invited even as the Nation-
al Green Tribunal deliber-
ates on petitions before it.

In his letter to Yadav,
Ramesh also questioned
the credibility, composi-
tion, and conclusions of a
high-powered committee
(HPC) tasked to revisit the
environmental clearances
granted to the Great Nico-

bar Island infrastructure

project.

"It is also a matter of
grave concern that while
the NGT deliberates on pe-
titions before it, ANIIDCO
has already invited expres-
sions of interest that is a
precursor for the clearing
of around 65 square km of
biodiversity-rich forests. I
believe the Government of
India is hell-bent on inflict-
ing an ecological and hu-
manitarian disaster on our
country," the former envi-
ronment minister said.

Ramesh cited media re-
ports stating that the min-
istry has filed a counter
affidavit to the NGT's east-
ern zone bench in which it
has said that the clearanc-
es granted for the Great
Nicobar infrastructure
project have not violated
the Island Coastal Regula-
tion Zone (ICRZ) notifica-
tion, 2019 and NGT orders
to revisit the project's
green clearances have
been complied with.

"I read news reports
about the counter-affidavit

filed by the Ministry of En-
vironment, Forests and
Climate Change in the Na-
tional Green Tribunal on
the Great Nicobar Island
Development Project on
which we have had detailed
exchanges earlier. "First, I
am shocked that the High-
Powered Committee (HPC)
constituted by the
MoEF&CC in pursuance of
the NGT's directive to re-
view environmental and
CRZ clearances did NOT
associate any independent
institution or expert when
the NGT had given it the
flexibility to do so," he said.

"It is truly amazing that
the HPC has among its
members (i) NITI Aayog
that conceived the project;
(ii) the project proponent
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands Integrated Develop-
ment Corporation
(ANIIDCO);(iii) a repre-
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sentative of the
MOEF&CC's Expert Ap-
praisal Committee that
recommended the clear-
ances in the first place; and
(iv) MOEF&CC that grant-
ed the clearances. Need I
say anything more on the
credibility and integrity of
the HPC?" he said.

The HPC, howsoever, bi-
ased by its very composi-
tion, has not carried out
any meaningful and com-
prehensive reassessment
as it had been directed to
do, he said.

Ramesh and Yadav have
had a series of exchanges
via letters on the project.

The Ministry of
Environment, Forest
and Climate Change
had clearly diluted the
NGT's directive and
gave very limited
terms of reference to
the HPC. As I recall,
the NGT gave only 'by
way of instance' just
three 'unanswered
deficiencies'. The
terms of reference
have been restricted
to just these three
examples cited by the
NGT inits order that
led to the constitution
of the HPC.

Jairam Ramesh,
Leader, Congress

Study reveals
pollution extent

Panaji: The CSIR-National
i Institute of Oceanogra-

phy's study on microplas-

H tics over the last decade has
been instrumental in un-

covering the extent of pol-
lution on Goa's coast.
The CSIR-National Insti-

tute of Oceanography
(NIO) in Dona Paula began

its research on microplas-

: tics in 2013-14 with the par-
i tial support of the state and

Central governments.
A team of researchers

i led by principal scientist Dr
i Mahua Saha has been col-
! lecting samples from
i beaches littered with plas-
i tic bottles and other waste
i to study the presence and
i impact of microplastics.

CSIR director Dr Sunil

Singh said the problem is
: that microplastics in water
i have started making their
i way into food and entering
i human bodies.

[ndia’s vulne

By Nivedita Khandekar

New Delhi: At a time when
world leaders and other
stakeholders are gathered
at the New York Climate
Week, India's vulnerable
farming communities are
expecting increased cli-
mate finance amid recogni-
tion of the disproportionate
impact of the changing cli-
mate on their lives even
when they are not respon-
sible for it.

Even when the country
received 917.8 mm rainfall
against the normal of 857.5
mm as of Friday, the plains
of northwest India, large
parts of the Indo-Gangetic
plains, and almost half of
northeast India have re-

&

ceived deficit rainfall, ac-
cording to the India Mete-
orological Department
(IMD) data.

Not just the lack of rain-

fall, it is the excessive heat,

Almost 10-20 per cent of produce is cosmetically
damaged. The reasons can be many, from excess
heat to some infection to anything.

Nidhi Pant, Co-founder, Science For Society

rable c

majorly across the north-
east that had heatwave con-
ditions till earlier this
week, that is putting the
kharif crop in danger for
many farmers.

On one hand, New York
is hosting Climate Week
NYC from September 22 to
29, an annual event that
promotes climate action, on
the other, the UN General
Assembly took up the issue
on several fronts, including
raising trillions of dollars

R : ;
to aid poorer countries suf-
fering the most from cli-
mate change.

Asserting that India has
the potential to modernise
its economy and increase
prosperity while securing
both people's health and the
climate, Hisham Mundol,
Chief Adviser with the En-
vironmental Defence Fund
(EDF) in India, a non-profit,
that works with local or-
ganisations for bringing
out sustainable livelihood

in the agriculture, live
stocks and fisheries sector,
made clear what the vul-
nerable communities are
expecting.

According to the 2021
study by National Institute
of Disaster Management,
between 1995 and 2020, In-
dia experienced 1,058 cli-
mate-related events, in-
cluding floods, cyclones,
droughts, cold waves, and
heatwaves.

On September 22, world
leaders at the United Nations
adopted a ‘Pact for the Fu-
ture' that includes a Declara-
tion on Future Generations.

According to the UN, this
Pact aims to ensure that in-
ternational institutions can
deliver in the face of a
world that has changed dra-
matically since those insti-
tutions were created.

Among the stakeholders
from India attending the
Climate Week events is Ni-
dhi Pant, co-founder of Sci-
ence For Society - S4S Tech-
nologies and a Women

Climate Collective (WCC)
alumni, who works at the
intersection of agriculture,
gender, energy access and
financial inclusion.

Pant's S4S Technologies
works with farmers across
Maharashtra, especially
those from Marathwada
where almost 30-40 per cent
households are headed by
women who are the prima-
ry breadwinners after the
death of their husbands,
including by suicide.

Explaining the benefits
of attending big-ticket
events such as the New
York Climate Week, Pant
said, she and her team are
looking forward to action
points for climate adapta-
tion for making “farmers
climate resilient and help
them increase their income
for preventing them from
going back to poverty”.

That will include some
agricultural practices that
have worked across the
world and can be adapted in
India, Pant told PTI before

departing to the US, adding,
one of best practices that
Indian farmers, especially
the vulnerable women
farmers, can benefit from is
a weather advisory.

Weather advisory is part
of the Early Warning for
All (EW4All) that the World
Meteorological Organisa-
tion (WMO) has envisaged
for every earth citizen by
20217.

A WMO release earlier
this week said that the
opening days of the 79th
session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly
(UNGA) highlighted the
need for global action to ad-
dress climate change and
the growing impact of ex-
treme weather events.

Pant's organisation helps
women farmers with pro-
cessing of cosmetically
damaged produce, for ex-
ample, the onions which
have two of the three layers
peeled off or the tomatoes
with spots.

-PTI

India's vulnerable
communities hope
that there is adequate
recognition of the fact
that they are
disproportionately
impacted by climate
change but are not
responsible forit.
Therefore, countries
and industries that
have been responsible
forrising
temperatures and
other climatic and
environmental
disruptions should
provide judicious
funding to enable
resilience, adaptation
and building.

Hisham Mundol,
Chief Advisor,
Environmental
Defence Fund (EDF)
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Nasrallah’s killing shakes Hezbollah, Houthi, Iran
-

Nasrallah’s killing is a significant setback for
Hezbollah, not only because of the pivotal role he
played in Hezbollah’s strategy but also because
his elimination reveals the extent of the group’s
vulnerability vis-a-vis Israel. This will shake the
confidence of Hezbollah’s Iran-backed allies
across the Arab world, from the Houthis in Yemen
to the Popular Mobilization Forces in Iraq, as well
as Iranitself, sparking a tectonic shift inIran’s
network of influence in the Middle East.

Beirut: Israel's assassina-
tion of Hezbollah leader
Hassan Nasrallah is a mon-
umental and hugely demor-
alising blow to the group he
led for 32 years, marking a
significant inflection point
for Lebanon and the
region.

Hezbollah's announce-
ment of his death Friday
triggered tears and celebra-
tions across the Arab world,
pointing to the widespread
reach and influence of a di-
visive man who has been at
the forefront of Middle
Eastern politics for dec-
ades. The 64-year-old Nas-
rallah headed arguably the
most powerful paramilitary
force in the world — also a
U.S.-designated terror or-
ganization — that is now
left without a clear succes-
sor at a critical juncture. It
remains to be seen whether
his death will be a trigger
for an all-out war between
the two sides that could po-
tentially drag in Iran and
the United States.

Isit adecapitating

blow?

Nasrallah's assassination is
a severe blow to the group,
not a decapitating one. But
analysts say Hezbollah will
need some time to absorb
the shock and recover.

But Hezbollah today is
very different from the rag-
tag organization it was in
the '90s. In recent years, he
has presided over an army-
like group estimated to
have tens of thousands of
fighters and a sophisticated
arsenal capable of reaching
anywhere inside Israel.

It has become the chief
part of a cluster of Iranian-
backed factions and gov-
ernments of the self-named
“Axis of Resistance.”

“Hezbollah will not back
down following the Killing
of its leader, as it will need

AN

to convey steadfastness in
the face of Israel if it's going
to retain its credibility as
the strongest resistance' ac-
tor in the region,” said
Khatib.

Iran'sdilemma

In his first remarks Satur-
day following Nasrallah's
death, Iran's supreme lead-
er gave no indication of
how Tehran will respond.

In a vague statement, Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei said, “all region-
al resistance forces” sup-
port and stand beside Hez-
bollah, but he did not
elaborate.

Iran is the main backer
of Hezbollah and other an-
ti-Israeli militant groups in
the region, but it has large-
ly avoided clashing directly
with Israel due to domestic
considerations.

A woman reads the Quran at the site of the assass
Hassan Nasrallah in Beirut’s southern suburbs on Sunday.

i -

Hezbollah, however, is
Iran's chief ally and proxy
group, and Tehran may
have to respond to retain its
credibility with its partners
in the axis.

“Iran is very much in a
policy dilemma right now,”
said Firas Maksad, of the
Middle East Institute. On
one hand, clearly it very
much has wanted to avoid
an all-out and direct con-
frontation, given its long-
standing preference for
asymmetric warfare and
using proxies.

“Buton the other hand, a
lack of a worthy response
given the magnitude of the
event will only encourage
Israel to push deeper past
Iran's red lines,” he said.
Not responding also sends
a signal of weakness to its
regional proxies.

Any direct Iranian in-

i

ination of Hezbollah leader

Pic: AP/PTI

volvement risks dragging
Israel's chief ally, the U.S.,
into the war, just over a
month before the U.S. elec-
tions and at a time Iran has
signaled its interest in re-
newing negotiations with
the U.S. over its nuclear
program.

Maksad said one possible
scenario is a coordinated
response from the entire
axis. Whether that will be
coupled with a direct re-
sponse from Iran itself is an
open question.

Who will succeed

Nasrallah?
There is no one nearly as
influential and respected
among the group's remain-
ing leadership as
Nasrallah.

The man widely regard-
ed as his heir is Hashem
Safieddine, a cousin of Nas-

Nasrallah was
regarded by supporters
as acharismaticand
shrewd leader. Despite
being a divisive figure,
heis credited with
pushing Israeli forces
from south Lebanonin
2000 following an
18-year occupation, as
well as transforming
the organisation from
alocal militiatoa
major political player
in Lebanon and a top
armed force in the
region.

He held tremendous
sway over the group
and the country’s
Shiite community.

rallah who oversees the
group's political affairs. It is
not known if he survived
Friday's attack, and the
Hezbollah statement an-
nouncing Nasrallah's death
Friday made no mention of
a successor.

The group's Shura Coun-
cil will have to meet in the
coming days or weeks to
choose its new leadership.
Lebanese journalist and
writer Maher Abi Nader
said Safieddine or Nabil Ka-
ouk, a member of the
group's executive council,

were the likely successors.

Whoever ends up replac-
ing Nasrallah in the cur-
rent atmosphere will have
to contend with a deeply
weakened force facing
growing anger and frustra-
tion on the home front.

In just over 10 days, the
Iran-backed group has been
hit by a series of devastat-
ing attacks that dealt a se-
vere blow to its military
structure and exposed deep
intelligence failures.

Explosives hidden in the
group's pagers and walkie-
talkies killed dozens of peo-
ple and wounded thousands
— many of them Hezbollah
members. Israel has also
rained down missiles on
residential areas where the
group has a strong pres-
ence, killing hundreds and
displacing tens of thou-
sands of people.

Orna Mizrahi, a senior
researcher at the Tel Aviv-
based think tank Institute
for National Security Stud-
ies, noted that Nasrallah
was sometimes a “voice of
reason” who was interested
in engaging Israel in a war
of attrition, holding the
militant group back from
using the full force of their
formidable arsenal against
Israel. Filling those shoes
will be a tough act, analysts
say.

Growing tensionsin
Lebanon

Any new Hezbollah leader
will also have to contend
with rising resentment and
frustration among a signifi-
cant section of the Leba-
nese population. For years,
critics say, Hezbollah de-
prived Lebanon of its sover-
eignty by behaving as a
state within a state and
making unilateral deci-
sions involving war and
peace.

Many Christians and
Sunnis, as well as a portion
of the Shiite community,
are opposed to the war and
what they regard as Nasral-
lah's unilateral decision to
attack Israel in support of

China calls to deescalate tensions
China on Sunday called on “parties concerned, especially Israel”, toimmediately take
actions to cool down tensions to prevent the conflict in West Asia from going out of
controlin the aftermath of the killing of Iran-backed Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in

Israeli bombing.

“Chinais closely following the incident and is deeply concerned over the escalation of
tensions in the region,” a Chinese Foreign Ministry statement said.

Separately, China also issued an advisory asking its citizens not to travel to Lebanon due
to the intensification of the conflict. “China opposes the infringement on Lebanon’s
sovereignty and security, opposes and condemns any action against innocent civilians,
and opposes any move that fuels antagonism and escalates regional tensions,” the
Chinese Foreign Ministry statement said.

Lina Khatib, Associate Fellow, Chatham House, an
international affairs think tank

the Gaza front on October 8,
a day after the Hamas at-
tack on Israel that ignited
the war in the Palestinian
territory.

Tensions are extremely
high in tiny Lebanon,
which is already drowning
under the force of an eco-
nomic meltdown and multi-
ple other crises. A humani-
tarian crisis has rapidly
unfolded with tens of thou-
sands of people displaced,
many of them sleeping in
parks and makeshift shel-
ters. Dozens of schools des-
ignated as sheltered be-
came full within days.

The country is bankrupt
and has been without a
president and functioning
government for two years.
In the void, sectarian ten-
sions and frustrations with-
in the country could spiral
into armed violence.

Maha Yahya, director of
the Beirut-based Carnegie
Middle East Center, said
Hezbollah now has to con-
tend with all of that as it
struggles to regroup.

“And it will have to be
more accommodating to
Lebanon's other political
parties and communities,”
she said.

Hindus’ quest for political
representation in B’desh

By Pradipta Tapadar

Dhaka: Hindu community
leaders in Bangladesh are
advocating for the forma-
tion of a dedicated political
party, reflecting an urgent
call for political representa-
tion to protect their rights
and ensure their safety in
an environment marked by
instability and fear.

Hindu leaders from the
Bangladesh Hindu Bud-
dhist Christian Unity
Council (BHBCOP) and
other groups have been at
the forefront of discussions
about establishing a sepa-
rate political party or de-
manding reserved parlia-
mentary seats.

“There are currently
three opinions that are be-
ing discussed in detail:
first, going back to the sepa-
rate electorate system from
1954; second, establishing a
separate political party for
Hindus; and third, reserv-
ing seats in Parliament for

22 per cent

Hindu population during the
1971 Liberation War

8 percent -
Present Hindu population

minorities,” BHBCOP
member Kajal Debnath told
PTI.

In the wake of unprece-
dented violence and politi-
cal upheaval in Bangla-
desh, the Hindu community
-- the largest minority com-
munity in Bangladesh --
stands at a pivotal
crossroads.

The turmoil began after
the resignation of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on
August 5 following a stu-
dent movement, a moment
that triggered widespread
protests and chaos.

Debnath said the data
collected by the BHBCOP
points to 2,010 incidents of
attacks on the Hindu com-
munity, ranging from mur-
der and physical assaults to
sexual assaults, attacks on

temples, and destruction of
property.

There are no official fig-
ures from the Bangladesh
government on the number
of attacks.

“The discussions and ex-
changes of opinions re-
garding forming a political
party are at the top of our
priority. Although nothing
has been finalised, let's see
how it pans out,” said Ran-
jan Karmakar, a leader
from the Hindu
community.

“The proposed political
party could serve as a criti-
cal vehicle for change, en-
suring their concerns are
represented and ad-
dressed,” he pointed out.

The community mem-
bers attributed this de-
crease in the Hindu popula-

The Hindu population
is scattered across
Bangladesh. In some
areas, it comprises 35
per cent of the voters,
while in most places it
is 6-8 per cent of the
voters. Those Hindu
leaders from the
Awami League who
wonin the last
election garnered
both Hindu votes and
votes from Awami
League supporters of
other communities.

Kajal Debnath,
Member, BHBCOP

tion to socio-political
marginalisation and spo-
radic violence, intensifying
the urgency for political
mobilisation.

Debnath opined that
forming a party for Hindus
may not work in favour of
minorities, as it might di-
vide the secular votes and
not result in victory.

- Judge makes new

requests toallow X

Paulo: Brazilian Supreme H
Court Justice Alexandrede
Moraes has added condi-

tions for Elon Musk's X to
have its service reestab-

lished in the country, one :
day after the social media
platform said it had com- :

plied with all the judge's
demands, including nam-
ing a legal representative.

De Moraes said in a rul-
ing on Friday that X may

only be reinstated in Brazil
after another company

linked to the billionaire, :
satellite-based internet ser- :
vice provider Starlink,

withdraws its appeals re-
lated to the case. X has been

blocked in Brazil for nearly
a month. De Moraes or- :

dered the shutdown after
sparring with Musk for
months over free speech,

far-right accounts and :
i stan's restive Balochistan
Earlier this month, de :

misinformation.

Moraes ordered Starlink's
assets be used to cover X's

fines that already exceeded
i ployed for the construction

USD3 million.

X was blocked in the
highly online country
of 213 million people,
where it was one of X’s
biggest markets, with
more than 20 million
users. Brazil has more
restrictiverules on
speech than the US.

Militants kill seven
labourersin Ealochistan

By Sajjad Hussain

Islamabad: At least seven
ethnic Punjabi labourers
were Killed on Sunday by
suspected militants in Paki-

province in the latest inci-
dent of targeted killing in
the volatile region.

The workers were em-

of a house in the Khuda-i-
Abadan area of Panjgur
town, police said.

The victims belonged to

Punjab province's Multan
i district and they were

sleeping under the same
roof after daylonglabour at

the time of the attack.

The attackers armed

¢ with automatic weapons

entered the premises and
opened indiscriminate fire.

“Seven labourers were
killed on the spot and an-
other was injured in the fir-
ing,” Inspector General
Police Moazzam Jah Ansari
told Dawn.

The victims were identi-
fied as Sajid, Shafiq,
Fayyaz, Iftikhar, Salman,
Khalid and Allah Wasia.

Nobody claimed respon-
sibility but Panjgur SSP
Fazil Shah Bokhari said
that “itis a terrorist attack”
and added that investiga-
tion was launched.

President Asif Zardari
and Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif condemned
that attack, while the PM
also sought a report from

Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti. He also
reiterated his resolve to
take all possible measures
to root out terrorism.

The attack is one of a se-
ries of such incidents in
which Baloch militants tar-
get Punjabi workers in the
province. The militants al-
lege that the Punjabi-domi-
nated establishment was
depriving the province of
itsmineral wealth, a charge
denied by the authorities.

In the last such incident,
its rebels Kkilled at least 23
people in Musakhel district
of the province in August.
The armed men offloaded
passengers from trucks and
buses and shot them after
checking their identities.

QUOTEOFTHEDAY [

“I'm not going
to talk here
about the
senselessness
and the danger
of the very idea
of trying to fight
to victory with a
nuclear power,

which is what Russia is.”

Foreign Minister, Russia

Sergey Lavrov,

Footage of motorcade racing wounded JFK to hospital auctioned

By Jamie Stengle

i Dallas: Newly emerged
i film footage of President

John F Kennedy’s motor-
cade speeding down a Dal-

i las freeway toward a hospi-
i tal after he was fatally
i wounded has been sold at
i auction for USD137,500.

The 8 mm colour home
film was offered up by RR
Auction in Boston. The auc-

i tion house said the buyer
i wishes to
i anonymous.

remain

The film has been with

the family of the man who
i took it, Dale Carpenter Sr,

rm

since he recorded it on No-
vember 22, 1963. It begins as
Carpenter just misses the
limousine carrying the
president and first lady Jac-
queline Kennedy but cap-
turing other vehicles in the

motorcade as it travelled
down Lemmon Avenue to-
ward downtown. The film
then picks up after Kennedy
has been shot, with Carpen-
ter rolling as the motorcade
roars down Interstate 35.

The shots had fired as the
motorcade passed through
Dealey Plaza in front of the
Texas School Book Deposi-
tory, where it was later
found that assassin Lee
Harvey Oswald had posi-
tioned himself from a snip-
er’s perch on the sixth floor.
The assassination itself
was famously captured on
film by Abraham
Zapruder.

Carpenter’s footage from
1-35, which lasts about 10
seconds, shows Secret Ser-
vice Agent Clint Hill — who
famously jumped onto the
back of the limousine as the

shots rang out — hovering
in a standing position over
the president and Jacque-
line Kennedy, whose pink
suit can be seen. The presi-
dent was pronounced dead
after arriving at Parkland
Memorial Hospital.

Bobby Livingston, execu-
tive vice president of the
auction house, said in a
news release that the film
“provides a gripping sense
of urgency and
heartbreak”.

Carpenter’s grandson,
James Gates, said that
while it was known in his
family that his grandfather

had film from that day, it
wasn’t talked about often.
So Gates said that when the
film, stored along with oth-
er family films in a milk
crate, was eventually
passed on to him, he wasn’t
sure exactly what his
grandfather, who died in
1991 at age 77, had
captured.

Projecting it onto his bed-
room wall around 2010,
gates was at first under-
whelmed by the footage
from Lemmon Avenue. But
then, the footage from I-35
played out before his eyes.
“That was shocking.” -AP
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Eroding Edge

he Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), once a seemingly
I unassailable political force in Mumbai, is facing

troubling signs of waning influence in the city.
Recently, the BJP found itself bested by its former allies,
the Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena (UBT') faction, not
only in high-profile legislative contests but now also in
the domain of university politics. The recent clean sweep
by the Aaditya Thackeray-led Yuva Sena in the Univer-
sity of Mumbai Senate elections - winning all ten seats
- suggests that the BJP’s grip on Mumbai’s electoral
landscape is loosening. It also raises questions about the
party’s readiness for the upcoming Maharashtra
Assembly election.

When it was in alliance with the undivided Shiv Sena,
the BJP had expanded its urban appeal across Mumbai
while leveraging the Sena’s grassroots muscle. But
since the dramatic split within the Shiv Sena in 2022
and the emergence of two rival factions — one led by
Uddhav Thackeray and the other by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde (who aligned with the BJP) — the
political calculus has altered. The BJP, which had
previously counted on the Shiv Sena’s backing in
Mumbai, now faces a formidable opponent in Uddhav’s
faction.

The Yuva Sena’s success in the Senate polls, much
more than just a victory in the field of student politics, is
an ominous sign for the BJP’s urban strategy. The win
comes on the heels of the Shiv Sena (UBT)’s triumph in
the Maharashtra Legislative Council elections earlier
this year, where the party secured both the Mumbai
Graduates and Mumbai Teachers constituencies,
reflecting the diminishing appeal of the BJP even among
its traditionally strong urban voter base. The BJP’s rout
in 2024 Lok Sabha elections in Mumbai, where it
managed to win only one of the three seats it contested
in the city, has only underscored its vulnerability. This
was in stark contrast to the 2019 general election in
Mumbai city, when the BJP had won all three seats it
fought on.

It seemed at the time that the party’s blend of Hindu
nationalism and development promises resonated with
the city’s middle class. However, by 2024, this support
seems to have frayed. Internal divisions, the Sena split,
and discontent with the BJP’s governance in Maharash-
tra appear to have undermined its urban appeal.

The Mumbai Senate election result is testimony to the
Shiv Sena (UBT)’s capacity for resilience with the party’s
youth wing emerging proving that it is able to rally
support from a demographic crucial to the 2024 Assem-
bly elections.

The question facing the BJP led by Devendra Fadnavis
is whether it can arrest this decline before the state
elections. Compounding problems for the BJP, its ally,
CM Shinde’s Shiv Sena, has struggled to compete with
the Thackeray brand’s enduring appeal in Mumbai.

If the BJP fails to reverse its trend of losing in
Mumbali, the upcoming Assembly elections could see a
further erosion of its influence in the city.

Sumant Vidwans

nura Kumara Dissanayake, the
Aleft-leaning candidate from the

National People’s Power (NPP),
decisively won against his primary op-
position. The new president, a former
trade union leader with an anti-elite
stance, campaigned on promises of eco-
nomic equality, greater state control over
resources, and curbing foreign debt de-
pendency. His socialist ideology empha-
sised nationalising key industries, foster-
ing social welfare programmes, and
limiting foreign influence—particularly
that of Western nations.

The main contenders in this election
included Ranil Wickremesinghe, the in-
cumbent president from the United Na-
tional Party (UNP), and Sajith Premada-
sa, the leader of the centre-right Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB). Despite fierce
competition, Dissanayake’s promise of
economic reform and critique of the 2022
economic crisis resonated with the elec-
torate, who are still reeling from the eco-
nomic shocks. Voter concerns centred on
the unresolved debt crisis, unemploy-
ment, inflation, and the high cost of liv-
ing, which dominated the election
discourse.

Sri Lanka’s presidential elections
have historically been a battleground for
competing ideologies and foreign inter-
ests. Since gaining independence in 1948,
the country has oscillated between so-
cialist-leaning policies and pro-market,
right-wing governance. Presidents like
Chandrika Kumaratunga and Mahinda
Rajapaksa advocated for greater state
control, while more recent leaders, in-
cluding Ranil Wickremesinghe, sought

Post-Nasrallah, fragile peace

or renewed turmoil?

he assassination of Hassan

I Nasrallah, Hezbollah’s long-

standing Secretary-General, by

an Israeli airstrike marks a pivotal

moment in the Middle East, already

in turmoil from Israel’s grinding war

with the Palestinian militant faction
Hamas.

In a statement, President Biden re-

marked: “Nasrallah and the terrorist

) GLOBAL AFFAIRS
Dissanayake’s Win:
A Shift Towards Leftist Politics

to liberalise the economy. Behind these
political shifts is a geopolitical landscape
where India and China vie for
influence.

Influence of India and China

India has always been a key player in Sri
Lanka, due to its geographical proximity
and shared cultural heritage. However,
China’s involvement has grown in recent
years, driven by its Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI). Sri Lanka’s strategically lo-
cated ports, especially Hambantota, have
made this island nation a focal point of
China’s maritime ambitions. This dy-
namic has created a delicate balancing
act for previous Sri Lankan presidents,
requiring them to navigate the competing
interests of these two Asian giants.

Economic Crisis and Survival

The so-called Chinese “debt trap” be-
came a major issue during Mahinda Ra-
japaksa’s presidency. The country bor-
rowed heavily from China to finance
infrastructure projects, including the
infamous Hambantota Port. These loans,
with high interest rates, quickly became
unsustainable.

By 2022, Sri Lanka faced an economic
meltdown triggered by a foreign ex-
change crisis and exacerbated by the
global pandemic. The country defaulted
on its foreign debt for the first time in its
history, leading to severe shortages of es-
sential goods, widespread protests, and
the resignation of President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa.

Sri Lanka managed to recover through
acombination of International Monetary
Fund (IMF) assistance, temporary relief
from creditors, and austerity measures.
Yet, the scars of that crisis remain, and
the recent election has highlighted lin-
gering discontent among the population,
especially over the perception that for-
eign influence was a key contributor to
the economic collapse.

Impact on Indo-Lankan Relations

The election of Anura Kumara Dissanay-
ake could significantly alter Indo-Lan-
kan relations. India, which had strength-

S

ened ties with the previous government
through economic support and strategic
collaborations, may now face renewed
competition from China. With Dissanay-
ake’s commitment to reducing reliance
on Western and multilateral institutions
like the IMF, there are growing concerns
that he may lean heavily on China for
future financial and infrastructure sup-
port. This shift could reintroduce the
risks of economic entanglement and sov-
ereignty loss that Sri Lanka faced under
the previous Rajapaksa administration.

From India’s perspective, the recent
election has created new diplomatic chal-
lenges, coinciding with increasing hostil-
ity from most other neighbouring coun-
tries like Pakistan, China, Nepal,
Bangladesh, and the Maldives. Once seen
as a potential ally, Sri Lanka may now tilt
towards Chinese influence, leaving India
diplomatically isolated in the region,
with Bhutan remaining its only ally. Giv-
en the current situation, it is crucial for
the Government of India to focus more on
its neighbours. An India surrounded by
hostile neighbours will always be at risk,
and these risks will escalate as India be-
comes stronger economically and
militarily.

2 R R
Cautious Optimism for the Future
While it’s too early to make definitive
judgements on the trajectory of Sri Lan-
ka’s foreign and domestic policies under
the new president, signs indicate Sri Lan-
ka may be heading towards another phase
of Chinese influence. However, given the
disastrous consequences of previous in-
volvement in China’s debt trap, the new
government should tread carefully.

India, for its part, must remain watch-
ful and proactive and continue to focus on
diplomatic engagement, economic assis-
tance, and strengthening cultural ties
with Sri Lanka to counterbalance China’s
financial allure. At the same time, India
must recognise the changing political
winds and prepare for a future where its
neighbours may not always be aligned
with its strategic goals. The outcome of
this election serves as a reminder that
regional stability is fragile, and India’s
role in South Asia has never been more
crucial.

As Sri Lanka embarks on this new po-
litical chapter, the world is watching it
closely and cautiously.

(The writer is an IT professional. Views
personal.)

The Rise and rise of

Udhayanidhi Stalin

dhayanidhi Stalin’s eleva-

l I tion as Deputy Chief Minis-
ter in Tamil Nadu’s frac-

tious political landscape signals a
critical juncture, full of portents
for the future. The 46-year-old son
of the state’s Chief Minister, M.K.
Stalin, and grandson of the tower-
ing Dravidian figure M. Karunani-

— ]

In September 2023, he sparked
outrage when he called for the
“eradication” of Sanatan
Dharma, equating it with social
ills like casteism. The remarks
snowballed into a nationwide in-
dignation with critics accusing
him of stoking religious tensions.
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

group Hezbollah were responsible for
killing hundreds of Americans. His
death by an Israeli airstrike is a meas-
ure of justice for his many victims—
thousands of Americans, Israelis,
and Lebanese civilians.”

For over three decades, Nasrallah
was not only the face of Lebanon’s
most formidable militia but also a
symbol of Iran’s influence in the Le-
vant. He rose to prominence in the
early 1990s, shaping Hezbollah from
an obscure guerrilla group into one
of the world’s most powerful non-
state military forces. His leadership
was pivotal in Hezbollah’s defiance
against Israeli occupation in south-
ern Lebanon, culminating in Israel’s
withdrawal in 2000. Nasrallah’s role
in the 2006 Lebanon War cemented
his reputation as a strategic leader
capable of challenging Israeli mili-
tary dominance.

However, Nasrallah’s importance
extended far beyond Lebanon. As an
indispensable ally of Iran’s Islamic

While Hassan
Nasrallah’s death has
certainly shaken the
Hezbollah’s leadership,
peace in the Middle
East and wider world is
likely to remain elusive
given the potential of
an unpredictable wave
of reprisal violence.

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC),
he acted as a conduit for Tehran’s in-
fluence across the region. Under his
command, Hezbollah grew into a re-
gional actor, dispatching fighters to
Syria in support of Bashar al-Assad’s
regime during the Syrian Civil War
and extending its reach into Iraq and
Yemen.

Nasrallah’s assassination also
strikes at the heart of Iranian foreign
policy. Hezbollah was Iran’s most re-
liable proxy in the Levant, essential
to its broader regional ambitions,
particularly in confronting Israel. His
charisma and military acumen were
key toIran’s strategy, and his loss cre-
ates a significant void for Tehran.

The leadership vacuum he leaves
behind poses a challenge for Hezbol-
lah and Iran alike. While Tehran may
seek tighter control over Hezbollah,
itrisks undermining the group’s local
legitimacy, which is crucial to its sur-
vival. Moreover, Iran’s broader re-
gional influence could come under
pressure, as Nasrallah was a key fig-
ure in the ‘Axis of Resistance’—the
Tehran-Damascus-Hezbollah alli-
ance that has shaped much of the
region’s recent history. Without his
steady leadership, fissures may
emerge within this alliance, especial-
ly as Iran grapples with economic
sanctions and domestic unrest.

The most immediate consequences
of Nasrallah’s death will likely be felt
in Syria. The Assad regime, heavily

o

reliant on Hezbollah during the Syr-
ian Civil War, now faces uncertainty.
Nasrallah’s leadership fortified As-
sad’s hold on strategic battlegrounds,
particularly in the Alawite heartland
and key positions such as Qalamoun
and Aleppo. His assassination could
embolden opposition groups and for-
eign powers, such as Turkey, to chal-
lenge Assad’s territorial control.

Yet Hezbollah has proven resilient,
with a deeply entrenched hierarchy.
The group has vowed revenge, and
the specter of another conflict with
Israel, reminiscent of the destructive
2006 war, looms large.

While some in the West may see
Nasrallah’s demise as a step toward
peace, this is likely an illusion. Nas-
rallah’s death is not the death of Hez-
bollah. In fact, it may unleash some-
thing far worse. Hezbollah, the
militant organization he transformed
into a political juggernaut, is not just
a group. It is a machine, part charity,
part army, part government. And
now that its head has been severed,
the question is not whether the ma-
chine will continue to function, but
rather how?

Like the mythic Hydra, cutting off
one head of Hezbollah’s leadership
could see many more grow in its
place. The organization’s decentral-
ized structure ensures that lieuten-
ants and commanders can seamlessly
take over, maintaining Hezbollah’s
formidable presence.

dhi, Udhayanidhi’s rise
is no mere accident. o
Yet, Udhayanidhi’s %,
promotion isnotmerelya
familial gesture but a strate- )
gic manoeuvre amidst a Cabi- \\I
)

. .

net reshuffle that dropped
three ministers and inducted

four new ones, including V. Sen- f o

thil Balaji, who recently secured
bail after spending 15 months in jail
for a money laundering case.

His elevation had been anticipated
since January but faced delays due to
political fallout from his anti-Sana-
tan Dharma remarks, as well as trag-
ic events like the Kallakurichi hooch
tragedy, which claimed 66 lives. Nev-
ertheless, Udhayanidhi’s elevation
seems to have gone unchallenged,

with a notable absence of dissent S~

during his induction into the Cabinet
just 19 months after making his leg-
islative debut.

Udhayanidhi’s ascent is a continu-
ation of the Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam’s (DMK) long-standing tradi-
tion of family-driven politics.
Karunanidhi, a five-time chief minis-
ter, left behind a political empire, now
controlled by his son Stalin. The
younger Stalin, however, is steadily

The elevation of M.K.
Stalin’s son highlights a
strategic continuation
of the DMK’s family-
driven legacy amid
controversies and rising
expectations.

Tamil Nadu

* grooming Udhayanidhi
to be the heir apparent.
For DMK loyalists, this is
not unusual; the DMK’s history is
inseparable from the Karunanidhi
lineage. Udhayanidhi’s elevation as
Deputy CM, though gradual, under-
scores a well-planned political
succession.

He began his career in cinema,
where he carved a niche for himself
as an actor and producer. When Ud-
hayanidhi entered politics in 2019 as
the DMK’s youth wing leader, the
stage was set for his rapid rise. His
success in the 2021 assembly election,
winning the Chepauk-Thiruvallikeni
constituency with a sizeable margin,
was widely seen as the final nod to-
wards his inevitable ascension to
power. His post as Tamil Nadu’s Min-
ister for Youth Welfare and Sports
Development allowed him to gradu-
ally build his political credibility.

Udhayanidhi has often courted
controversy with his sharp remarks.

quickly seized on the opportunity, ac-
cusing him of hurting Hindu
sentiments.

Despite the backlash, Udhayanidhi
remained unrepentant, framing his
comments as part of the DMK’s long-
standing ideological battle against
caste discrimination. His defiance
resonated with the party’s base,
which sees the DMK as a bulwark
against the rise of ‘Hindutva’ politics
in the South.

Controversies apart, he has es-
sayed an instrumental role in revital-
izing the DMK’s youth wing, which
has become a key pillar in the party’s
electoral success. The DMK’s tri-
umph in the 2021 state elections, de-
throning the All-India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) af-
ter a decade in power, was partly at-
tributed to the rejuvenated grass-
roots campaign led by Udhayanidhi.

His tenure as a minister was
marked by noteworthy accomplish-
ments like spearheading initiatives to
boost Tamil Nadu’s sports infra-
structure, leading the state to host
the Chess Olympiad in 2022. Addi-
tionally, Udhayanidhi has been a
prominent face in the DMK’s welfare
schemes, promoting key initiatives
like the ‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthu-
vam’ (Healthcare at People’s Door-
step), which has been popular for
bringing medical services to under-
served communities.

As Deputy Chief Minister, Udhay-
anidhi is likely to consolidate his in-
fluence further in the social welfare
and youth development portfolios,
where he has already made his mark.
His role also assumes greater signifi-
cance in light of the upcoming 2026
Tamil Nadu Assembly election.
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. People take part in a half marathon
organised by Himachal Pradesh Police
at Ridge in Shimla on Sunday.

2. Bollywood actress Janhvi Kapoor
poses ahead of the 24th International
Indian Film Academy (lIFA) awards in
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates on

3 An artist prepares an ‘environment
friendly’ puja pandal using plants ahead
of Durga Puja festival, at Lalabagan
Nabankur in Kolkata on Sunday.

4. Shiite Muslims protest against the killing
of Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in
Karachi on Saturday.

5. People take part in a protest over the
alleged violence against minorities in
Bangladesh, in Agartala on Sunday.

All Pictures PTI, AP
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Parents, Time to Reassess
Screen Time Habits

By
Ruddhi Aditya Phadke

ggression, social awkwardness,
Aarrogance, bullying, sibling ri-

valry, being glued to screens,
lack of patience, intolerance, and diso-
bedience are some of the common
traits that we observe in children under
six. Some attribute it to parenting
styles, others to changing attitudes in
children, but the most common culprit
is seen as screen time. While this argu-
ment seems never-ending, let us go
back to the 1980’s. It was then, as a
child, that I spent time in daycare,
where I learnt new things. I was ex-
hausted when I got home after playing
active games with my friends. “By 7
p.m., parents took over—homework
came first, followed by dinner conver-
sations and then bedtime stories.
Grandparents’ vacation visits were the
cherry on top, filled with storytelling
and games. Having said that, there was
some part of the day when I used tofind
ways to Kkill my boredom. That part is
essential for the development of a child,
which is exactly missing today. With
the availability of screens, things have
gotten even tougher. There are several

Mumbai-based Manasi
Joshi, a practicing clinical
psychologist at Nair
Hospital, pointed out
that blaming screens for
inappropriate behaviour
is a ‘conveniently
simplistic conclusion’
that allows us to escape
accountability.

other factors apart from screen watch-
ing that are contributing to the in-
creased aggression among children.

Manasi Joshi, a clinical psychologist
at Nair Hospital in Mumbai, pointed
out that it is hypocritical to expect chil-
dren to set goals for them that are un-
achievable for us as adults. “A bad
habitis a bad habit. It has nothing to do
with age. If you expect your children to
eat without watching screens, you must
do it yourself first. I suggest all parents
go back and find out at what point of
temptation you handed over the screen
to your child for the first time. Was it
when the child was not eating, or was it
when the child was being cranky? In a
way, you ended up rewarding that child
for the inappropriate behaviour.”

Given the challenge of working par-
ents today, where they are expected to
be available for work around the clock,
Manasi says parents must make chil-
dren understand that they are using
their phones only for office work and
not to kill boredom.

Banning screens does not mean you
have to arrange expensive or compli-
cated activities. Just two glasses of wa-
ter, bits of paper, and crayons are more
than enough to keep this age group
busy. However, parents need to shed
some laziness, set aside their phones,
and guide their children to find simple
ways to stay occupied.

An all-too-common sight in restau-
rants today is adults peacefully eating
while children are glued to their mobile
phones. Manasi pointed out, “A big
mistake that parents make today is to
indulge in conversations that have no
relevance for the child. Parents need to

b %
find a way to indulge more in conversa-
tions that involve their children in a
positive way. Leaving family disputes
and other topics to time slots when chil-
dren are not around is the best way to
tackle this.”

Apart from screens, aggression is at-
tributed to social status and problems
of plenty. Parents have stopped teach-
ing their children to wait for a certain
wish to be fulfilled. Additionally, the
behaviour of everyone they encounter
daily—family members, teachers,
friends, and even strangers—directly
influences their psychology. Parents
give commands to discipline their chil-
dren or tell them what they shouldn’t
do. Let me share with you an example.
How do you get your child to tidy up a
room full of scattered toys? “Rather
than saying, ‘I need all of this in place
in five minutes,’ it’s better to say, ‘Let’s
do it together.””

That said, it is still very important to
minimise screen time in children’s
lives. Manasi pointed out, “Increased
viewing of screens has led to the rising
number of cases of children developing
social disconnect, aloofness, not being
able to mingle among peers, acute de-
pression, etc. In some rare and most
severe cases among older children, ex-
tensive screen watching has led to
sexual exploitation.”

Creativity is hindered, children lose
connections, attention spans are dwin-
dling, and social skills suffer due to
excessive screen time. However, along
with limiting screen viewing, it would
be a good idea if parents adopt changes
to their own lifestyles to allow children
to develop as better individuals.

New Initiatives to Conserve Water

Narendra Modi

y dear countrymen, for the
Mlast few weeks it has been

raining heavily in differ-
ent parts of the country. This rainy
season reminds us how important
'water conservation' is... how im-
portant it is to save water.

Water saved during rainy days
helps a lot during water scarcity
months, and that's the spirit of
campaigns like 'Catch The Rain'. I
am happy that many people are
taking new initiatives to conserve
water. One such effort has been
witnessed in Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh.

You know that 'Jhansi'is in Bun-
delkhand, whose identity is linked
with water scarcity. Here, in Jhan-
si, some women have given a new
lease of life to the Ghurari river.
These women are associated with
a Self Help Group and they have
led this campaign by becoming 'Jal
Saheli'. No one would have ever im-
agined the way these women have
saved the dying Ghurari river.
These Jal Saheli created a check
dam by filling sand in sacks,
stopped the rain water from getting
wasted and filled the river to the
brim with water. These women
have enthusiastically contributed
to the construction of hundreds of
reservoirs and their revival. This
has not only solved the water prob-
lem of the people of this area; Hap-
piness too has returned to their
faces.

Friends, at some places woman
power enhances water power
whereas at other places water pow-
er also strengthens woman power.
I'have come to know about two very
inspiring efforts from Madhya
Pradesh. Here in Raipura Village
of Dindori, construction of a large
pond has raised the groundwater
level considerably. The women of

this village benefited from this.
Here the women associated with
'Sharada Aajeevika Self Help
Group' have also entered into a new
occupation of fish farming. These
women have also started a Fish
Parlour where their income is also
enhancing through the sale of the
fish. The efforts of women in Chha-
tarpur, Madhya Pradesh are also
commendable. When the big pond
of Khomp village started drying
up, the women took the initiative to
rejuvenate it. The women of 'Hari
Bagiya Self Help Group' removed a
large amount of silt from the
pond... they used the silt removed
from the pond on barren land to set
up a fruit forest.

Due to the hard work of these
women, not only has the pond been
filled with water, but the crop yield
has also increased substantially.
Such efforts of water conservation
being done in every nook & corner
of the country will prove very help-
ful in dealing with the water crisis.
I fully trust that you too will defi-
nitely join such efforts happening
around you.

here is a border village 'Jhala' in
Uttarkashi of Uttarakhand. The
youth here have started a special
initiative to keep their village
clean. They are running a cam-
paign, ‘Dhanyvaad Prakriti’ or
'Thank you nature'in their village.
As part of this, the village is
cleaned for two hours every day.
The garbage scattered in the streets
of the village is collected and
dumped at a designated place out-
side the village. Due to this, Jhala
village is also turning clean and
people are becoming aware as well.
Just imagine, if every village, eve-
ry street, every locality in your
area starts a similar “Thank You’

campaign, how much change can
come about!

A cleanliness drive is being pro-
moted aggressively on the beach of
Puducherry too. Here, a woman
named Ramya ji is leading a team
of youth from Mahe Municipality
& its surrounding area. The people
of this team, through their efforts,
are cleaning the Mahe Area, espe-
cially the beaches in the vicinity.

I have discussed only two efforts
here. But if we look around, we will
find that in every part of the coun-
try, some unique effort or the other
is definitely going on, associated
with 'cleanliness'. Just a few days
later, on the 2nd of October, the
Swachh Bharat Mission is complet-
ing 10 years. This is an occassion to
commend those who turned it into
such a big mass movement in In-
dian history. It is also a befitting
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi, who
dedicated his entire life to this
cause.

Friends, today it is the success of
the 'Swachh Bharat Mission' that
the Waste to Wealth' mantra is be-
coming popular among people. Peo-
ple have started talking about Re-
duce, Reuse and Recycle, citing
their examples as well. Like I just
came to know about a great effort
in Kozhikode, Kerala. Here, Sev-
enty four (74) years old Subrama-
nian ji has repaired more than 23
thousand chairs and thus made
them re-usable again. People also
call him 'Reduce, Reuse and Recy-
cle’, that is, RRR, (Triple R) Cham-
pion. His unique efforts can also be
seen at the offices of Kozhikode
Civil Station, PWD & LIC.

(This is an excerpt of the Prime
Minister’s address through Mann
Ki Baat on September 29.)
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India lose gold as

By Ajai Masand

New Delhi: India lost a
potential gold at the ISSF
Junior Shooting World
Championship in Lima,
Peru after a pistol marks-
man was penalised two
points for "reporting late"
to the preparation arena
ahead of the 10m finals.

The International Shoot-
ing Sport Federation
(ISSF) on Saturday penal-
ised Umesh Choudhary, a
20-year-old marksman, for
violation of Rule 6.17.1.3,
which states that "a two (2)
point/hit penalty will be
deducted from the score of
the first match shot/series
if the athlete does not re-
port on time", thus bring-
ing into focus the role of
coaches and support staff
in the mammoth 60-mem-
ber contingent.

Choudhary got 7.4 points
on his first shot in the final
after deduction of the two
points.

The score-sheet of the
final on the ISSF's website
stated, "A2 Athlete 1412
CHOUDHARY Umesh

Umesh Choudary

(IND) - ISSF Rule 6.17.1.3.
Late reporting to the prep-
aration area".

National Rifle Associa-
tion of India (NRAI) secre-
tary, Rajiv Bhatia, said he
had "no idea" about the in-
cident and would "not like
to comment" on the issue.

Choudhary had finished
third at the end of the qual-
ification round with a
score of 580 and had he not
been penalised two points,
he could have potentially
won a gold medal in the
eight-shooter final.

Choudhary finished
sixth in the medal round

Shooters win two team gold medals
Indian shooters began their ISSF Junior World Championship
(Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun) campaignin Peru on a good note,
winning team gold in men’s and women’s 10m air pistol events.
The junior men’s trio of Umesh Choudhary, Pradhyumn Singh
and Mukesh Nelavalli topped the men’s team competitionin
10m air pistol with a tally of 1726 points. They finished 10 points
ahead of second-placed Romania, while Italy took bronze with

ascore of 1707.

Choudhary though missed a potential individual gold after
being penalised two points for reporting late for the final.
Choudhary and Singh had earlier made it to the individual
finals placed third and fourth respectively in the qualification
round. Choudhary shot 580 and Singh 578 but missed out on
individual medals, ending up sixth and eighth respectively.

due to the penalty.

The ISSF rule on report-
ing and start times states,
"The Start Time for a Final
is when the CRO (Chief
Range Official) begins the
commands for the first
match shot/series. Ath-
letes must report to the
Finals Range Preparation
Area at least 30 minutes
before the Start Time.

"Athletes must report
with their equipment in-
cluding sufficient ammu-
nition to complete the Fi-
nal, competition clothing
and a national team uni-
form that is appropriate to
wear in the Victory
Ceremony.

"The Jury must confirm
that all finalists are pre-
sent and that their names
and nations are correctly
recorded in the results sys-
tem and on the score-
boards. Juries must com-
plete equipment checks
during the reporting peri-
od as soon as possible after
the athlete reports," it
states.

"During Finals security
measures should be put in
place to ensure the securi-
ty of all equipment and
athletes belongings left

marksman came lat

I |i..'h“l‘-\1h

within the Preparation

area."

It is not known what
{ Madrid: India's Shub-
i hankar Sharma compiled
i an interesting round of
Bhatia, when reminded
¢ two eagles as he moved up
¢ from T-57 to T-44 with one
¢ more round to go in the ac-
¢ ciona Open de Espana pre-
¢ sented by Madrid.

idea why and for what rea- !
: two birdies and four bogeys
i in the third round and this
i week he had landed three
i eagles - he had one in the
i first round - but has also
i dropped two doubles and
i twobogeys each on the first
! two days and four on the
¢ third.

us. I don't want to discuss

caused the delay in the re-
porting time for the
shooter.

that the details of the pen-
alty were on the ISSF web-
site as well, said, "Then, he
might not have reached the
arena on time. I have no

son he did not reach the
arena on time. I will have
to check with the officials
there (in Peru)."

Asked if the coaches
should be more vigilant, he
said, "I will not say any-
thing on this because noth-
ing has been reported to

this."

the NRAI embarrassed he
said, "It's not possible that
it has happened for the
first time. Do you think

responsible, and the shoot-
ers have no responsibility?
They should know the
rules, they are participat-
ing in the

Championships."

World Cup in Osijek, Croa-
tia in 2021 when Olympian
Elavenil Valarivan protest-
ed a shot but the jury con-
cluded that it was correct.

Rifle Association of India
(NRAI) elected former
Member of Parliament Ka-
likesh Singh Deo as its new
president and this is the
country's first major inter-
national shooting assign-
ment after he took charge.

Sharma
lands two
eagles,
moves up
to T-44

two-under 69 that included

Sharma had two eagles,

At even par for 54 holes,

i heis T-44.
On whether it had left !
i two-shot lead into the final
: round after producing a 68
i on day three at Club de
i Campo Villa de Madrid.
that only the coaches are
i led the way since carding
i an opening 65 in the Span-
i ish capital and produced a
i confident display of front-
World
i after 54 holes.
The last time an Indian
shooter was penalised two :
points was during the ISSF :
i paired in an all-Spanish fi-
i nal group tomorrow along-
i side two-time Major Cham-
{ pion Jon Rahm and
i compatriot David Puig.
Recently, the National
i ner of his national open in
i 2018, 2019 and 2022, played
¢ much of the round without
i his damaged driver but
i birdied two of the last three
i holes to reach 11 under,
i with Puig a further shot
i back as both carded 65s.
-PTI :

Angel Hidalgo will take a

The home favourite has

running to get to 13 under

Hidalgo is still looking
for a maiden win on the DP
World Tour and will be

Rahm, a three-time win-

-PTI

‘Non-stop chess does
take toll on physical,

New Delhi: Playing chess
all year round can take a
huge toll on the physical and
mental aspects of a player
and Grandmaster R Pragg-
nanandhaa acknowledged
that sometimes he has to
completely take his mind off
the sport to prepare for the
upcoming challenges.

Praggnanandhaa, who
returned from Budapest re-
cently after guiding India to
itsfirst-ever chess Olympiad
gold, said that one of the
manifestations of playing
non-stop chess is that at
times he doesn't even want
to look at the chessboard.

"Yeah, for sure. It takes
some mental toll and a phys-
ical thing (as well). But we
are used to it... we need to
get used to it because there
are tournaments all year
round. I had a similar thing
(situation) last year as well,
so I'm sort of used toit, that's
howIwant to putit," said the
19-year-old from Chennai.

Praggnanandhaa is now
gearing up to compete in the
Global Chess League (GCL)
in London, a joint venture
between Tech Mahindra and
the international chess fed-
eration (FIDE).

Praggnanandhaa will be
turning out for the Magnus
Carlsen-led Alpine SG Pip-
ers, one of the six franchises
in the GCL, scheduled to

mental as_pects’

commence on October 3.

"Sometimes I don't feel
like looking at chess... then1
don't look at chess (board).
When I feel like looking at
chess (board), I do. When I
play these tournaments
(across the world), some-
times I don't look at the
chess (board) during breaks
or between the events.
That's how it works for me,"
said Praggnanandhaa.

Praggnanandhaa along
with D Gukesh, Arjun Eri-
gaisi, Vidit Gujrathi and P
Harikrishna clinched the
chess Olympiad gold in the
'Open' category.

The chess ace added that
one of the reasons he
couldn't give off his best in
the Olympiad was the men-
tal toll tournaments had
taken on him.

Praggnanandhaa fin-
ished with six points in 10
games, winning three, draw-
ing six, and losing one.

"Reasons could be that
I've been playing a lot and it
has taken a toll mentally.
But, you know that some-
times it happens that you
didn't play your best and you
have to accept that fact and
play your best in the next
one... just knowing what
went wrong, why it hap-
pened. So now I'm focusing
on my next event (GCL)."

-PTI

Fitness or
termination:
P(B

Karachi: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has is-
sued a stern warning to 6-7
centrally contracted play-
ers, urging them to im-
prove their fitness or risk
losing their contracts.

The Pakistan team fit-
ness trainer and physio-
therapist will conduct an-
other round of fitness tests
on Monday in Lahore after
some players didn’t meet
the required benchmarks
in the tests held earlier this
month.

“The players who have
central and domestic con-
tracts have been told in
clear terms that there will
be no compromise on fit-
ness and they have to meet
the benchmarks set by the
team’s fitness experts,” a
board official said.

The official said that
“the two foreign head
coaches, Jason Gillispie
and Gary Kirsten had told
the PCB Chairman that no
player should be given any
benefit as far as fitness lev-
els are concerned.”

These fitness tests are
aimed at assessing stami-
na, endurance, muscle
strength, and other crucial
factors.

The PCB has delayed the
announcement of the list
of players eligible for cen-
tral contracts for the
2024/2025 period, which
typically runs from July to
July. Last year, the an-
nouncement was post-
poned until September due
to changes in board
leadership.

This year it is anticipat-
ed that the board will re-
duce the number of players
receiving central contracts
from the existing list of 27
as the new coaches are also
laying a lot of stress on per-
formance and behavioural
evaluations.

2025 Club World Cup final§

to be at MetLife Stadium

New York: Next year's
championship of the ex-
panded Club World Cup
will be played on July 13 at
MetLife Stadium in East
Rutherford, New Jersey,
site of the 2026 World Cup
final.

Twelve stadiums will be
used for the 32-team tour-
nament, FIFA said Satur-
day night, including five of
the 11 US venues for the
2026 World Cup.

Sites include six NFL sta-
diums; four Major League
Soccer homes; the Rose
Bowl in Pasadena, Califor-
nia, site of the 1994 World
Cup final; and Camping
World Stadium in Orlando,
Florida, another 1994 World
Cup site.

FIFA made the an-
nouncement at 6:20 p.m.
EDT on a Saturday, when
US sports attention was fo-
cused on college football
and Major League Baseball
pennant races. FIFA Presi-

[

dent Gianni Infantino re-
vealed the sites at the Glob-
al Citizen Festival, an
anti-poverty group's event
in New York's Central Park.

FIFPRO, the internation-
al players' union, in Decem-
ber criticised FIFA for
scheduling an event that
“will undercut the rest and
recovery time of these play-
ers at the end of the 2024-25
season.” It said FIFA's deci-
sion "demonstrates a lack
of consideration for the
mental and physical health
of participating players, as
well as a disregard for their

ATELT

personal and family lives." i

FIFA has not announced :
any broadcast agreements
for the matches. The site :
was :

announcement
streamed on YouTube.

The 2026 World Cup sites

to be used are Mercedes-

Benz Stadium in Atlanta; :
MetLife Stadium; Hard :
Rock Stadium in Miami
Gardens, Florida; Lincoln
Financial Field in Philadel- :
phia; and Lumen Field in
Seattle. The additional NFL :

home is Bank of America

Stadium in Charlotte, :
-AP :

North Carolina.

Laxman praises

facilities in CoE

i Bengaluru: VVS Laxman, :
i the head of the newly inau- i
i gurated BCCI Centre of Ex- i
i cellence, on Sunday said ‘:
i the modern facilities here :
i will help players upskill :
i themselves and maintain :
i top-notch fitness level :
% | which will in turn help In-
i dia maintain their domi- :
i nance in all three formats. :
i The erstwhile National :
i i Cricket Academy (NCA),
i which was operating at the :
Chinnaswamy Stadium
premises since 2000, was
rebranded as BCE and
moved closer to the inter- i
national airport, and the
i facility was inaugurated by :
i BCCI secretary Jay Shah :
i on Saturday in presence of :
other dignitaries in a i

closed-door ceremony.

"I think beneficiaries (of :
Centre of Excellence) will §
be not only the future gen- :
eration of cricketers, but :
also the current generation
i of cricketers. They come to :
upskill themselves, get i

ready for the challenges.”
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i Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi (10) takes a shot, pursued by Charlotte FC midfielder Andrew Privett (34)
: during the first half of an MLS soccer match in Fort Lauderdale, Fla on Saturday.

Pic: AP/PTI

IPL Meeting

By G Unnikrishnan/Kushan
Sarkar

Bengaluru: The 10 IPL
franchises will be allowed
to retain a maximum of six
players from their previous
squads, including usage
Right To Match (RTM) card
at the auction that will cost
Rs 75 crore out of an en-
hanced team purse of Rs
120 crore, the IPL govern-
ing council decided on
Saturday.

In asignificant move, the
BCCI also decided that all
those India players, who
haven't played any interna-
tional game for at least five
calendar years will deemed
“uncapped players”, amove
being seen to ensure that
Chennai Super Kings can
retain the peerless Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni, who last
played for the country in

the 2019 ODI World Cup
semifinal.

Itislearnt that for an un-
capped player, the reten-
tion cost will be Rs 4 crore
and hence CSK even if they
retain Dhoni, can surely
save a lot for the auction.

A team was allowed up to
four retentions in the last
mega auction held in 2022.

On the day, BCCI secre-
tary Jay Shah also an-
nounced a fixed match fee
of Rs 7.50 lakh for all play-
ers selected to play the
league games with an ad-
ditional 1.05 crore income
over and above their
salaries.

A fixed salary purse of
Rs 12.60 crore in addition to
the auction cum retention
purse of Rs 120 crore will
have to be kept by the fran-
chises for next season.

“The total salary cap will

: Dhoni becomes “Uncapped Player”

now consist of auction
purse, incremental perfor-
mance pay and match fees.
Previously in 2024, the total
salary cap (auction purse +
incremental performance
pay) was Rs. 110 Crs which
will now be Rs. 146 Crs
(2025), Rs. 151 Crs (2026) and
Rs. 157 Crs (2027),” the
BCCI release stated.

The IPL franchises can
now retain 6 players from
their existing squad, either
via retention or by using
the RTM option.

It is the discretion of the
franchise to choose its com-
bination for Retentions and
RTMs. The 6 retention/
RTMs can have a maximum
of 5 capped players (Indian
& Overseas) and a maxi-
mum of 2 uncapped
players.

While the retention valu-
ation wasn't given in the

BCCI media release, the
PTI confirmed it from an
IPL GC source.

“The first retention will
cost Rs 18 crore followed by
second retention of Rs 14
crore and third retention of
Rs 11 crore. However, if a
franchise opts for fourth
and fifth retention, they
will again have to pay Rs 18
crore and Rs 14 crore
respectively.

“So, any franchise opts

for all five retention of
capped players, then will
have only Rs 45 crore to buy
or even use their RTM card
to buy another 15 players
and prepare a squad. There
is no cap on Indian and
overseas retention,” a sen-
ior BCCI and IPL governing
council member told PTIon
conditions of anonymity.
It is understood that
most of the stronger fran-
chises like Mumbai Indi-

ans, Kolkata Knight Riders
and Sunrisers Hyderabad
were in favour of six to
eight retentions as opposed
to likes of some other fran-
chises which don't have too
much star power.

“We introduced more de-
ductions for retention four
and five to ensure a level
playing field. You can go
ahead and retain five but
then you will have less than
Rs 50 crore to deal with at
the auction table.

“Also if franchises opt
for only three retentions,
then more star value will be
added to auction and some
of the teams with lesser
strength can set their house
in order. The idea is to have
a good competition,” the
source said.

Thisis the route possibly
BCCI wants to take.

If Mumbai Indians want

to retain Hardik Pandya,
Rohit Sharma, Suryaku-
mar Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah
and Thilak Varma, Rs 75
crore will be deducted from
their purse.

And then with Rs 45
crore at auction, what hap-
pens if Ishan Kishan's price
skyrockets to Rs 15 crore
and they are forced to use a
RTM card.

It then effectively boils
down to Rs 30 crore to select
14 more players.

One needs to note that
retention price is only a de-
duction from the team
purse for the auction but it
may or may not be the ac-
tual salary of the player
which is a player-franchise
separate contract.

Meanwhile, Shah took to
twitter to announce the per
match fee which effectively
means that an uncapped

Indian player, who can play
three games of IPL, stands
toearn

Rs 22.51akh apart from a
minimum base price of Rs
20 lakh.

Hence, he can earn 42.5
lakh in a season by playing
just three games of three
hours whereas if he plays
10 Ranji Trophy games in a
season, he stands to earn Rs
24 lakh only.

“In a historic move to cel-
ebrate consistency and
champion outstanding per-
formances in the IPL, we
are thrilled to introduce a
match fee of INR 7.5 lakhs
per game for our
cricketers!

“A cricketer playing all
league matches in a season
will get Rs. 1.05 crores in ad-
dition to his contracted
amount,” Shah tweeted.

-PTI




