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‘How there was no blood
if she fell from 14th floor?’

DISHA SALIAN’S FATHER’S ALLEGATIONS AGAINST

AADITYA THACKERAY HITS UP POLITICS

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Satish Salian, the father
of a celebrity manager Disha
Salian, has raised several ques-
tions regarding her suspicious
death in his petition to the Bombay
High Court.

“Overall, looking at the entire
investigation, I think it is murder,”
Salian told Republic TV. “Because
a person's body falls from the 14th
floor, but still there is not a single
injury visible on that person's
body. There is no injury anywhere
on the head, so how can this hap-
pen? We need to think about this.
Even if a body falls from the 14th
floor, how can that body remain
clean?"

Salian produced photographs
and videos of Disha’s dead body
for the first time since her death on
June 8, 2020. Her head and face are
seen clean without any injury

mark. In their investigation, the
Mumbai Police had concluded that
she had jumped from her 14th floor
apartment in Malad.

Salian said, “There was no pres-
sure on me from anyone. However,
I was convinced that way. Also, I
had faith that Disha’s friends who
were present at the party on that
night would never lie about what
happened. Also, the police had told
us at that time that it was a suicide.
We had trusted the police then.”

He said then Mumbai Mayor
Kishori Pednekar had come to his
house and convinced him that Di-
sha had ended her life.

Salian’s lawyer Nilesh
Ojha said from the
first days of the
incident, Satish |
Salian had the £
same question
that not a single
drop of blood was
seen after falling
from the 14th
floor. Also, not a
single drop of
blood was found

on the clothes. “The most impor-
tant thing is that when Disha
Salian's body was handed over to
her family, there was no injury on
her body. Then how come there
was no injury after falling from
the floor of the building? This is
the question,” said Ojha.

Ojha, told ANI, “During the
murder, Uddhav Thackeray's gov-
ernment was there (in Maharash-
tra), and the accused was his son
Aaditya Thackeray. The corrupt
police officials tried to cover up the
case. After 2.5 years, Shinde's gov-
ernment came, and Fadnavis was
the Home Minister. This matter
has not come all of a sudden.”

He further added, “On 12th Jan-
_uary 2024, a written complaint
was filed accusing Aaditya
Thackeray, Sooraj Pancholi
ﬁ and others of gang rape. FIR
il was not registered for more
than one year. The affidavit
¥ filed by Aaditya Thackeray
stated lies that he was given
a clean chit by the CBI in the
case. There is also proof that
Anil Deshmukh didn't want
any action (on Aaditya
Thackeray).”

As this hap-
pened, Ojha
said that Dis-

ha's father ap-
t J proached him
to file the peti-

tion. "Nothing happened, but the
conversations around it made Di-
sha Salian's father realise that he
had been lied to, and he came to us.
After that, his petition was drafted
and filed," he said.

Demanding that the police offi-
cials who failed to register an FIR
be penalised, Ojha said that action
must also be taken against the SIT
official as per the Supreme Court's
guidelines on rape and murder
cases. Otherwise, the concerned
police officials must be penalised
as per the relevant sections of IPC.
In this case, they have failed to reg-
ister a case in over a year. This is
a serious matter, and action must
be taken against the SIT official, he
said.

"The affidavit filed by Aaditya
Thackeray stated lies that he was
given a clean chit by the CBI in the
Disha Salian case...Anil Desh-
mukh also didn't want any action
(on Aaditya Thackeray)," Ojha
added.

Reacting to Salian's plea,
Kishori Pednekar called it a con-
spiracy. “Someone is behind it, and
there is a conspiracy. How come
this matter has come under the
spotlight after more than four
years? The CID conducted an en-
quiry, there is already an SIT
(formed to probe the matter),” Ped-
nekar told PTI.
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“| was surprised
how come this
(Salian) issue was
not raised in the
last 2-3 sessions.
Thereis nothing
new init as this
issue has been
raised repeatedly
inthe Housein
the past. Thereis
no substancein
thisissue. But if
politics is being
doneinsuchabad
way then it will
hurt everyone.|
want to tell these
people that if you
want to turn
falsehoods into
truth, then it will
also boomerang
onyou.”
Uddhav
Thackeray, Chief,
Shiv Sena (UBT)

i biggest gainer in the
: Sensex pack, rising 4.17

Markets climb

for fourth day

{ Mumbai: Rallying for the
: fourth straight session,
i stock market benchmarks
i Sensex and Nifty surged

over 1 per cent on Thurs-
day, powered by across-
the-board buying amid a
mixed trend in global equi-
ties after the US Federal
Reserve maintained its

i rate cut projections for this
i year.

Hectic buying in market

H heavyweights Reliance In-

dustries, Bharti Airtel and
IT stocks bolstered inves-
tor sentiment, traders said.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark Sensex jumped 899.01
points or 1.19 per cent to

i gettle at 76,348.06, regain-
i ing the 76,000 level. During
! the day, it soared 1,007.2
points or 1.33 per cent to
| 76,456.25.

As many as 2,410 stocks

i advanced while 1,606 de-
clined and 129 remained
unchanged on the BSE.

The NSE Nifty surged

283.05 points or 1.24 per
i cent to reclaim the 23,000-
i mark to finish at 23,190.65.

"Nifty surged by 283

! points, marking gains for
¢ the fourth consecutive day
i as all sectors closed in the
¢ green. Optimism was driv-
i en by signals of two Fed
: rate cutsin 2025 and hopes
i of a halt in FII selling,"
Prashanth Tapse, Senior
i VP (Research), Mehta Eq-
i uities Ltd, said.

Bharti Airtel was the

per cent, followed by Titan,
Tata Consultancy Servic-
es, Hindustan Unilever,
Infosys, Nestle, Reliance
Industries, Mahindra &
Mahindra, HDFC Bank
and Tata Motors.

In contrast, IndusInd
Bank, Bajaj Finance and
UltraTech Cement were
the laggards.

Meanwhile, the Federal
Reserve said the US econo-
my still looks healthy
enough to keep interest
rates unchanged. The US
central bank pointed out
that it is expecting to cut
rates twice this year even
as inflation stays elevated.

"On Wednesday, the Fed-
eral Reserve announced its
decision to keep the policy
rate in the 4.25-4.50 per
cent range. Policymakers
anticipate two rate cuts in
2025, with economic
growth projected at 1.7 per
cent and inflation at 2.7 per
cent for the year.

"Overall, this decision
has mixed implications for
currency movements, capi-
tal flows and market senti-
ment in India. Higher US
interest rates could lead to
foreign capital outflows
from Indian markets,
whereas lower rates may
attract investment," Ravi
Singh, SVP - Retail Re-
search, Religare Broking
Ltd, said.

The BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.73 per cent, and
the midcap index rose 0.61
per cent.

Four Dead in Pune Bus

Disgruntled bus driver

started fire: Police

Pune: The deadly fire in a
minibus owned by a pri-
vate firm that claimed the
lives of four employees
near Pune was allegedly an
act of sabotage by a dis-
gruntled driver, police said
on Thursday.

"Investigation revealed
that the fire was not an ac-
cident but sabotage," said
deputy commissioner of
police Vishal Gaikwad of
Pimpri Chinchwad Police
at a press conference here.

Janardan Hambardekar,
the accused driver, was an-
gry after his salary was cut
recently, he said.

The incident took place
in Hinjawadi area near
Pune city on Wednesday
morning as the bus, owned
by Vyoma Graphics and
carrying 14 of its employ-
ees to the workplace,
caught fire.

"The accused had pro-
cured benzene (an inflam-
mable chemical). He had
also kept a cloth used to
wipe toners in the bus. On
Thursday, as the bus
neared Hinjawadi, he lit a

match and set the cloth on
fire," said the DCP.

In the resultant fire, he
himself also suffered inju-
ries though he got down
from the bus along with a
few others after the fire
started.

Hambardekar was un-
dergoing treatment at hos-
pital and will be arrested
later, the police official
said.

Ten passengers sus-
tained burn injuries of
which two were seriously
injured.

Four of the employees
-- Shankar Shinde (63), Ra-
jan Chavan (42), Gurudas
Lokare (45) and Subhash
Bhosale (44) -- died as they
were sitting in the rear and
could not open the emer-
gency exit door in time.

Further probe was on,
the DCP said.

Body of Puneman
found in Andamans
Port Blair: The body of a
middle-aged man was
found near Radhanagar
beach at Swaraj Dweep

(Havelock Island) in Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands
on Thursday, police said.

According to police, the
man was identified as
Avneesh Hegde (40), a resi-
dent of Kalyani Nagar in
Maharashtra's Pune.

Sources said the body
was first seen by local peo-
ple at 11.40 am at Neil's
Cove (near Radhanagar
beach), who alerted Swaraj
Dweep police station.

"A police team, accom-
panied by an executive
magistrate, soon reached
the spot. Upon searching
the deceased's belongings,
a PAN card and an HDFC
Bank ATM card were
found. Using these, we
identified the man and
found his address," a sen-
ior officer said.

"The family of the de-
ceased has been informed.
No injury marks were
found on the body," he
said.

Radhanagar is rated as
one of the best beaches in

Asia and a popular tourist :
¢ Amit Shah said the secu-

destination.

30 Naxaltés one c cop klled

Bijapur/Kanker: In a
fresh offensive against
Naxals, security forces
killed at least 30 members
of the banned CPI (Mao-
ists) in two separate en-
counters in Chhattisgarh's
Bastar region on Thurs-
day, officials said.

While 26 Naxalites were
killed in Bijapur district,
four Maoists were gunned
down in Kanker by a joint
team of the BSF and Dis-
trict Reserve Guard (DRG)
personnel of the state
police.

A police jawan was also
killed in the encounter in
Bijapur, the officials said.

Union Home Minister

rity forces have achleved
another big success in
their march to make the
country Naxal-free with
the two encounters.

"The Modi government
is moving forward with a
ruthless approach against
Naxalites and is adopting a
zero tolerance policy
against those Naxalites
who are not surrendering
despite all the facilities be-
ing offered to them, rang-
ing from surrender to in-
clusion. The country is
going to be Naxal-free by
March 31 next year," Shah
wrote on X in Hindi.

An official said a gun-
fight broke out around 7
am in a forest along the

border of Bijapur and
Dantewada districts when
a joint team of security
personnel was out an anti-
Naxalite operation in Gan-
galoor police station area
in Bijapur.

The bodies of 26
Naxalites besides firearms
and explosives were recov-
ered from the spot, Inspec-
tor General of Police,
Bastar Range Sundarraj P
told PTI.

A jawan of the DRG unit
was also Kkilled in the gun-
fight, he said.

Another encounter took
place in the morning in a
forest along the border of
Kanker and Narayanpur
districts when a joint team

of the DRG and Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) was out
on an anti-Naxal opera-
tion, Kanker Superinten-
dent of Police Indira Kaly-
an Elesela said.

The bodies of four
Naxalites and automatic
weapons were recovered
following the action.

Search operations were
underway at both the en-
counter sites, police said.

With the latest action,
113 Naxalites have been
killed in encounters in the
state so far this year. Of
them, 97 were eliminated in
the Bastar division com-
prising seven districts in-

cluding Bijapur and :
: visa services.

Kanker.

| i Germany

reopens Syrian
embassy

Damascus: Germany's
foreign minister reopened
its embassy in Damascus
on Thursday, 13 years after
it was shut in the early
days of Syria's civil war,
saying that Europe needs
“eyes and ears” on the
ground as it follows the
Syrian political
transition.

Foreign Minister An-
nalena Baerbock reopened
the embassy before meet-
ing interim President Ah-
mad al-Sharaa and others
during a visit to Damascus,
her second since the fall of
former President Bashar
Assad in December.

Among the European
Union's 27 members, Italy
reopened its embassy last
year before the fall of As-
sad, and Spain reopened its
embassy after his ouster.

“With this embassy
opening, we are saying
very clearly that Germany
is back in Damascus, Ger-
many has a paramount
interest in a stable Syria,”
Baerbock said. For time be-
ing the embassy will have
a very small team, sup-
ported by colleagues based
in neighbouring Lebanon,
and offer no consular or

India’s 118th rank below Pakistan, Ukraine, Palestine

London: India ranked 118th in the World
Happiness Report 2025 published Thursday,
up from the 126th position in the previous
year but below countries such as Nepal, Pa-
kistan, Ukraine and Palestine.

The report, released coinciding with the
International Day of Happiness that falls on
March 20 each year, focuses on the impact of
caring and sharing on people's happiness,
including how sharing a meal increases
happiness.

Finland is ranked as the happiest country
in the world for the eighth consecutive year
and other Nordic countries — Denmark, Ice-
land and Sweden — continued to remain in the
top four, in that order.

The annual report, published by the Well-
being Research Centre at the University of
Oxford in partnership with Gallup, the Unit-
ed Nations Sustainable Development Solu-
tions Network ranks the countries according
to the self-assessed life evaluations by those

DENMARK AT THE TOP PLACE AFGHANISTAN AT LAST

polled averaged over the years 2022-2024.

Country rankings for the three benevolent
acts covered by the Gallup World Poll - donat-
ing, volunteering, and helping strangers —
vary depending on cultural and institutional
differences, the authors of the report said.

While India ranked 118th overall, in terms
of the 'Country rankings for six measures of
benevolence', it was listed much higher at 57
for (how people) donated; at 10 for how people
volunteered; 74 for helping a stranger, and in
case of wallet returned by a neighbour (115),
stranger (86) and police (93).

In India's neighbourhood, Afghanistan is
again ranked as the unhappiest country in
the world, this year 147th against last year's
143rd rank (last). While Nepal with 92nd rank
(931in 2024) and Pakistan, with 109th rank (108
in 2024) remained much ahead of India, Sri

WORLD HAPPINESS
REPORT

Lanka, with 133rd rank (128 in 2024) and
Bangladesh 134th position (129 in 2024) lagged
behind.

China was ranked in 68th position this
year, down from the 60th last year. State of
Palestine is ranked 108th (103 in 2024) while
Ukraine is at 111 rank (105 in 2024).

According to the World Happiness Report
website, the annual report and much of the
growing interest in happiness research “ex-
ists thanks to Bhutan,” which had sponsored
a resolution for considering happiness for a
holistic approach to development.

Bhutan's resolution was adopted by the UN
General Assembly on July 19, 2011 and the first
World Happiness Report was brought out in
2012. After the UN General Assembly adopted
and declared March 20 as the International
Day of Happiness, the World Happiness Re-

port is released around that day each year.

However, Bhutan, which focuses on Gross
National Happiness, does not feature in the
ranking of the 147 countries in this year's
World Happiness Report.

Explaining the methodology for this year's
report, the authors wrote: “Our measure-
ment of subjective wellbeing continues to
rely on three main wellbeing indicators: life
evaluations, positive emotions, and negative
emotions. Our happiness rankings are based
on life evaluations, as the more stable meas-
ure of the quality of people's lives.”

The Gallup World Poll remained the prin-
cipal source of data in this report. Typically,
around 1,000 responses are gathered annu-
ally for each country.

The United States dropped to its lowest-
ever position at 24.

“The increasing number of people who eat
alone is one reason for declining wellbeing in
the United States,” the report said. -AP
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Fahim Khan, six others booked for sedition

NAGPUR

RIOTS

Nagpur: The cyber police
have booked local leader
Fahim Khan, a key accused
in the Nagpur violence, and
five others on charges of
sedition and spreading mis-
information on social me-
dia during the unrest here,
officials said on Thursday.

These six persons are
among 50 accused against
whom the cyber depart-
ment has registered four
First Information Reports
(FIRs) in connection with
the violence here on Mon-
day, they said.

The cybercrime depart-
ment has also asked for in-
formation from Facebook,
X, Instagram and YouTube
authorities about 230 pro-
files on their platforms and
sought for them to be
blocked, DCP Cyber Crime
Lohit Matani said at a press
briefing.

As soon as the depart-
ment gets the information,
the accused will be identi-
fied and arrested, he said.

The official said their
probe has indicated that
misinformation was spread
initially after some videos
were shared on social me-
dia, which fuelled violence
further and then more vid-
eos "glorified the
violence".

Six persons, including
Minority Democratic Party
(MDP) city head Fahim
Khan, have been booked for
sedition in the cyber po-
lice's FIRs, Matani said.

Rumours about a ‘cha-
dar' with holy inscriptions
being burnt during protests
led by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) seeking the
removal of Mughal emper-
or Aurangzeb's tomb, lo-
cated in Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar district, was the
prima facie trigger for vio-
lence on Monday.

Mumbai: A debate on peo-
ple reportedly being de-
prived of cheap generic
medicines saw an interest-
ing twist on Thursday in
the Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Council with minister
and BJP leader Girish Ma-
hajan expressing disap-
pointment at the response
of his cabinet colleague
from the NCP Narhari
Zirwal.

Mahajan had wanted the
House to "issue clear direc-
tives" with regard to what
he said was "loot of the
people".

After state food and
drugs minister Zirwal told
the House during Question
Hour that medical stores
not selling generic drugs or
selling them at higher pric-
es will face legal action,
Mahajan expressed disap-
pointment and argued with
Ram Shinde, who was in
the Chair.

"There are major hospi-
tals in Mumbai like Jaslok,
Bombay Hospital where
patients are forced to buy
medicines from the in-
house medical store. These
are expensive and it is a loot
of the people. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has sup-
ported this drive of selling

Police personnel deployed to maintain law and order days after violence broke out in Nagpur on

Thursday.

Matani said Khan edited
a video of a protest against
Aurangzeb's tomb, and cir-
culated it (on social media)
and he had also shared vid-
eos of "glorification of the
violence".

The four FIRs have been
registered in connection
with the creation of pro-
vocative videos of protest
against Aurangzeb's tomb
and their circulation to in-
stigate violence.

Also, indecent posts were
shared which further insti-
gated the violence, and vid-
eos of the riots and chants
(made by some people)
were glorified to trigger
more violence, Matani said
referring to the FIRs.

Asked if Khan was the
mastermind of the vio-
lence, Nagpur Commis-
sioner of Police Dr Ravin-
der Kumar Singal, said that
investigations were under-
way to identify attackers
named in the FIR.

generic medicines through
medical stores but some do
not comply," Mahajan said.

"I want the House to is- i
sue clear directives in this

regard," Mahajan insisted.

Legislative Council
chairperson Shinde then :

intervened to assert that
Zirwal had given a "satis-
factory response".

his department and the :

minister concerned has al-
ready given satisfactory
response to the House,"
Shinde said.

Meanwhile, opposition
legislators attended the
Council during the day
wearing black ribbons to
protest against the behav-
iour of Shinde during the
passing of a confidence mo-
tion on Wednesday.

They met Governor CP
Radhakrishnan and sub-
mitted a letter to express
disappointment on the way
the Council
functioning.

A day earlier, opposition
parties had said they would
wear black ribbons to pro-
test against Shinde and
would not take part in the
proceedings when deputy
chairperson Neelam Gorhe
was officiating.

-PTI

Probe harassment of woman cop:

Gorhe to DGP

The state’s legislative council Deputy Chairperson
Neelam Gorhe on Wednesday directed the DGP

to conduct an immediate inquiry into the alleged
harassment of a woman police constable during a

violent clash in Nagpur.

A group of rioters allegedly touched the constable
inappropriately and tried to disrobe her during the
violence on Monday after protests against Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb's tomb, officials had said.

Calling the incident "extremely shameful and
outrageous", Gorhe said, "The accused must be
identified immediately, and an inquiry should be
conducted by the DGP. It should also be examined
whether other women in the area faced any
harassment during violence".

Speaking in the council, Gorhe stressed the need for
special planning to prevent such incidents in the future
and called for enhanced security measures for women

police personnel.

"There should be specific provisions to ensure the
safety of women police officers, along with adequate
training and necessary equipment. Attacks on women
police officers are serious and unacceptable. Strict
measures will be taken immediately to prevent such

incidents," Gorhe said.

Pic: PTI

Congress slams
Mahayuti

The state’s Congress chief
Harshvardhan Sapkal

on Wednesday slammed
the state government
for organising dinner
parties for elected
representatives two days
after violence swept
Nagpur city. Presiding
officers of both Houses
of the state legislature
hosted a dinner for
elected representatives
on Wednesday, while

a minister who gives
provocative speeches to
disturb the communal
harmony has organised

a party for elected
members on Thursday,
Sapkal said. He tagged
invitations extended by
Minister Nitesh Rane,
legislative council
Chairperson Ram Shinde,
and assembly Speaker
Rahul Narwekar.

18 special teams to nab culprits

Police have formed 18 special teams to track down and
arrest those involved in the violence in Maharashtra's
Nagpur city, officials said on Thursday.

As of now, 69 persons have been in connection with
the violence which took place here on Monday. Curfew
remained imposed in several areas of the city for the

third day on Thursday.

The police have so far identified 200 accused and are
actively working to identify another 1,000 suspects
captured in CCTV footage of the riots, a senior official

said.

On Monday, five First Information Reports (FIRs) were
registered at the Ganeshpeth and Kotwali police stations
wherein 200 accused have been named.

Efforts were on to identify the others involved in the
violence with the help of the CCTV footage, the official

said.

Nagpur Commissioner of Police Dr Ravinder Kumar Singal
on Wednesday told reporters that the special teams
formed include personnel from the Ganeshpeth, Kotwali
and Tehsil police stations, along with the Crime Branch.
The teams are also working closely with the cyber cell to
help identify the suspects, another official said.
Thirty-three police personnel, including three DCP-rank
officers, were injured on Monday night when mobs went
on a rampage, damaging vehicles, hurling petrol bombs
and stones at police, and attacking houses.

Mahajan takes on

colleague Zirwal over
generic drugs sale

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis with former CEO of Microsoft

X ) i Bill Gates during a meeting.
"Mahajan should stickto

Pic: PTI

Curfew lifted, relaxed in parts of

Nagpur

Curfew was lifted or relaxed in some areas of Nagpur
on Thursday, three days after violence rocked the city,

officials said.

Violent mobs went on a rampage in central Nagpur

areas on Monday night amid rumours that a ‘chadar’
with holy inscriptions was burnt during protests led by
VHP and Bajrang Dal for the removal of Mughal emperor
Aurangzeb's tomb located in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar

district.

Subsequently, curfew was imposed in Kotwali,
Ganeshpeth, Tehsil, Lakadganj, Pachpaoli, Shanti Nagar,
Sakkardara, Nandanvan, Imambada, Yashodhara Nagar
and Kapil Nagar police station areas.

Considering the people's convenience and law and order,
Commissioner of Police Ravinder Singal ordered the
lifting of curfew from Nandanvan and Kapil Nagar police
station areas from 2 pm on Thursday.

Besides, Singal ordered for the relaxation of curfew in
Lakadganij, Pachpaoli, Shantinagar, Sakkardara and
Imambada areas from 2 pm to 4 pm to allow the people
to venture out to buy the essential items of daily need.

Cyber cell finds over 140

objectionable posts

The Cyber department has identified more than 140
posts and videos containing objectionable contents
across social media platforms aimed at inciting
communal unrest, officials said.

These videos and posts were found uploaded on
Facebook, Instagram, X and YouTube, an official said
on Wednesday. Notices have been issued under section
79(3)(b) of the Information Technology (IT) Act 2000
to facilitate the immediate take-down of such content,
he said. Additionally, notices have also been served
under section 94 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) to uncover the real identities of the
individuals operating these accounts.

The Maharashtra Cyber, in coordination with the
Nagpur City Cyber police station, has identified multiple
social media accounts engaged in disseminating
objectionable content concerning the Nagpur riots
which took place on Monday. The content in question
was deliberately designed to hurt the sentiments of a
particular religious group, incite communal unrest, and
further escalate the ongoing law and order situation in
the state, the Maharashtra Cyber stated in a release.
By exploiting deeply held beliefs, such material seeks
to provoke the public, create discord and deepen
divisions within communities, it said.

Such actions not only violate legal provisions but also
pose a serious threat to peace and stability, it added.
Noting that riots have caused significant damage to
public property, the cyber department said strict legal
action will be taken against those responsible for
spreading such provocative content.

Malaria-free Maharashtra

Gates Fou.ndation to
partner with state

Mumbai: The Gates
Foundation will partner
with the Maharashtra
government to make the
state malaria-free, Chief
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis said on Thursday.
The organisation, a pri-
vate philanthropic body
founded by Bill Gates, co-
founder of Microsoft, and
Melinda French Gates, is
focused on improving

Woman killed by male coworker

New Delhi: The National
Commission for Women

i (NCW) has flagged serious
i lapses in safety protocols
i and compliance with the

Prevention of Sexual Har-
assment (POSH) Act at

: WNS Global in Pune, fol-
i lowing the fatal attack on a
i female employee by a male
i coworker in the company's
i parking lot in January.

was |
: ports, 28-year-old Shubha-
i da Shankar Kodare, who
i worked as an accountant at
{ WNS Global Services, a
i BPO firm in Yerwada, was
i attacked with a chopper by
i her male colleague in the
! parking area on January 7.

According to media re-

Shubhada died during

treatment due to excessive
blood loss. The accused was
apprehended at the scene
and an FIR was registered.

The NCW's fact-finding
committee, led by former
Member Secretary
Meenakshi Negi, former
Haryana DGP BK Sinha,
and former Kerala DGP R.
Sreelekha, submitted its
report to Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, with
copies sent to the Chief Sec-
retary, Director General of
Police, Pune Police, and the
District Magistrate.

The report highlighted
that the accused had previ-
ously reported a financial
dispute with the victim to
the HR department, but the

NCW FLAGS LAPSES IN SAFETY, POSH AT THE VICTIM’S WORKPLACE

matter was neither docu-
mented nor escalated.

The committee also
found that WNS Global's
security protocols, includ-
ing random bag checks,
were inadequate, raising
concerns about workplace
safety and risk
management.

The report also pointed

out to deficiencies in the
implementation of the
POSH Act, 2013. While a
POSH committee existed,

the absence of proactive i

grievance documentation
and consistent training on
workplace safety and con-
flict resolution indicated
non-compliance with POSH
guidelines. -PTI

global health, reducing
: poverty, and expanding
i access to education.
Fadnavis met Bill
i Gates at the Sahyadri
i guest house in south
i Mumbeai and the two dis-
i cussed the use of Artifi-
i cial Intelligence (AI) in
i the field of health, agri-
i culture and infrastruc-
i ture facilities, the CM's
i Office said in a
i statement.

i Gates is currently on
an India visit. He met
: Prime Minister Narendra
i Modi and other central
! ministers in New Delhi
i earlier this week.

i “We had a very good
i discussion on varied sub-
i jects, including Maha-
: rashtra's initiatives and
i schemes for youth, farm-
i ers, the poor, and women,
i such as Lakhpati Didi and

Ladki Bahin Yojana,
which has contributed

immensely to the eco- :
nomic upliftment,” Fad- :
i gar at 9:30pm on Wednesday.
In the post, the CM said

navis wrote on X.

he also discussed with
Gates the adoption of
fast-changing latest tech-

nologies and Al-driven }
i They were rushed to the dis-
i trict hospital where doctors

initiatives across the
state.

“Mr Bill Gates shared
that the Gates Founda-
tion will partner with us

to make Maharashtra :
malaria-free. We also dis- :
cussed Al-driven ad- i
vancements in health, !
agriculture, and infra- °

structure, along with den-
gue control and innova-
tion city partnerships,”
he said.

Fadnavis said he
shared with the billion-
aire that the govern-
ment's vision includes
digitalization in every
sector and the establish-
ment of a “Skill Univer-
sity” with the help of Mi-
crosoft to empower the
youth with future-ready
skills.

“A special initiative
will focus on training
10,000 women in Al, fos-
tering inclusivity in the
tech revolution,” he said.

QUOTEOFTHEDAY |

i Satara: Hues of pink 'gu-
i laal' and chants in praise
i of Lord Bhairvnath
i marked the traditional
! 'Bagad Rath Yatra' at Wai
! in Maharashtra's Satara
i district as thousands of
i devotees from across the
i state attended the festival.

“The hair loss
cases reported in
various villages
in Buldhana are
a serious matter.
A household
survey has been
conducted in all

affected villages, and samples of
water, soil, blood, and wheat have
been collected for testing.”

Minister of State, Water Supply

Meghna Bordikar,

Thousands take part in Bagad Yatra

Celebrated annually on
Rang Panchami in the Hin-
du month of Falgun, the
Bagad Yatra symbolises
the fulfilment of vows (na-
vas) made to Lord
Bhairavnath.

One of the most striking
features of the festival is a
chosen devotee, known as

'Bagadya’, being suspend-
ed from a high wooden
post using an iron hook as
a way of fulfilling the
VOWS.

On Wednesday, thou-
sands of people assembled
at Bavdhan village in Wai
to take part in the festival.

At the heart of the festi-
val is 'Bagad’', a massive
wooden chariot', crafted by
the local carpenter
community.

Its aladandi (axle) is tra-
ditionally made of sandal-
wood, while its wheels are
carved from stone. The
sturdy Khillar bullocks,

known for their exception-
al strength, pull the chari-
ot, which weighs 2 to 3
tons.

This year, Ajit Nanavare
was chosen as 'Bagadya’'.
The 50-foot-tall Bagad was
pulled for nearly five Kilo-
metres with the help of
multiple bullocks.

According to devotees,
the Bagad Yatra dates back
350 years.

The chosen 'Bagadya’
observes a strict five-day
fast, consuming only
Neem leaves and abstain-
ing from water, while re-
siding in the temple until

the main day of the yatra.

The Bagad, alarge char-
iot, consists of two massive
stone wheels. A 10-foot-
long pole is connected to
an 18-foot-tall tiger-mouth
post, with a 40-foot-tall
bamboo structure at-
tached at a precise angle,
from which the chosen
'Bagadya' is suspended.

The festivities begin on
the eve of the yatra with
'Chhabina’, with a palan-
quin procession of the de-
ity being taken out.

On the panchami day,
the Bagadyais taken to the
banks of the Krishna river

for a ritual bath before be-
ing suspended from the
hook, as the chariot is
drawn through the rugged
farm paths amid chants of
"Kashinathacha
Changbhal".

"The Bagad Yatra is a
symbol of unity for Bavd-
han's villagers, with the
entire community coming
together to ensure its suc-
cess. Every task is carried
out with deep devotion,
guided by the chants of
'Kashinathacha Changb-
hal'," said Dhananjay
Ghodke, a devotee from the
village. -PTI

Group kills
. two brothers

Nashik: Two sibblings were
¢ killed allegedly by a group of

persons over an old enmity in

Nashik, a police official said.
The incident took place in

Ambedkarwadi in Bodhale Na-

The deceased have been identi-
fied as siblings Umesh Jadhav
(32) and Prashant Jadhav (30).

"The two were attacked with
sharp weapons and iron rods.

declared them dead on arrival.
The attackers have been identi-
fied as Sagar Garad, Anil Re-
dekar, Sachin Redekar, Yogesh
Rokde and Avinash alias Sonu
Ushire and efforts are on to
nab them," he said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is given that MR.
CHANDULAL GENDALAL
VALMIKI was owner of the Flat No.
5 on the Ground Floor, building
known as "GEETA GAYATRI",
situated at Village: Virar(W),
Taluka Vasai, District: Palghar.
Mr. Chandulal Gendalal Valmiki
expired on 19/09/1999 After the
death of aforesaid deceased
1.LajwantiChandulalValmiki(wife),
2. Nisha Chandulal Valmiki
(daughter), 3. Neetu Chandulal
Valmiki  (daughter), 4. Amit
Chandulal Valmiki (son), 5. Amar
Chandulal Valimiki (son), 6.
Ashish Chandulal Valmiki (son)
are legal heirs of the aforesaid
deceased, therefore, if any other
legal heirs are of the aforesaid
deceased, then they can take the
objection within 7 days from the
date of this Public Notice in the
office of R.T. PATHAK, Advocate,
at 111, Kapadia Business Centre
CHS. Ltd., Virar(W), Tal: Vasai,
Dist : Palghar.

R. T. PATHAK

Date: 21/03/2025 Advocate

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that Smt.
Rekha Shashi Vadsheri was the owner
of Flat No. 201, on the Second Floor,
in 'D' Wing, in the Lake View Co-
Operative Housing Society Ltd., situate
at Village Achole (East), Taluka Vasai,
District Palghar, who died intestate
on 26/01/2020, leaving behind her
1) Miss. Sneha Shashi Vadsheri, 2) Miss.

Hetal Shashi Vadsheri, 3) Mr. Shashi
Nandan Vadsheri, being the legal heirs.
Mr. Shashi Nandan Vadsheri, Husband
of late Rekha Shashi Vadsheri
was predeceased on 11/02/2013.
1) Miss. Sneha Shashi Vadsheri,
2) Miss. Hetal Shashi Vadsheri are now
intend to sell the said Flat. Therefore
any person having any claim in full or
part thereof in any manner whatsoever
are requested to make the same known
to the undersigned in writing at 203, Ali
Plaza, Vartak Road, Virar (West), Taluka
Vasai, District Palghar, within 14 days of
this notice, failing which the same will be
deemed to have been waived.

(KALPANA S. MHATRE)
Date: 21.03.2025 ADVOCATE
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Knives out in legislature

“Have evidence to show that
Disha was raped, murdered”

By Abhijit Mulye

Mumbai: Death of celebrity
manager Disha Salian in 2020
once again rocked the Maha-
rashtralegislature on Thursday.
While cabinet ministers Nitesh
Rane and Shambhuraj Desai de-
manded that Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Aditya Thackeray be ar-
rested in the case, BJP MLA
Amit Satam in the assembly and
another BJP member Chitra
Wagh in the council demanded
that the report of SIT to probe
Salian’s death be made public.

Incidentally, amidst repeated
disruptions in both the houses,
some members from the treas-
ury benches were seen speaking
in favour of Aditya Thackeray,
while Shiv Sena (UBT) members
like Adv Anil Parab were seen
supporting the BJP members’
demand that the report of the
SIT probe be made public. In ad-
dition, there were allegations
and counter allegations and per-
sonal accusations among mem-
bers from the treasury and op-
position benches which led to
heated debate on occasions.

The opposition termed the at-
tempts from the treasury bench-
es to link Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Aditya Thackeray’s name in the
case, as a ‘conspiracy’.

“I think this matter has gone
to the court. We have no idea
what he (Disha’s father) has
said, but Aaditya Thackeray is a
mature leader, a young leader.
The Bharatiya Janata Party is
conspiring to defame him by put-
ting pressure on him. We don’t
need to answer to this conspira-

cy. The court will answer,” Am-
badas Danve said.

Earlier in the day, when the
house gathered for the business,
Minister of State for Home ap-
praised the assembly of the sta-
tus in this case. “SIT has been
formed to probe in the case.
Their report has not been re-
ceived as yet. However, the gov-
ernment shall act according to
directives from the court,” the
minister told the house.

Another BJP minister Nitesh
Rane, however, said that since
Satish Salian has levelled allega-
tions against an MVA minister,
that leader be treated like a com-
mon person and that everybody
should be treated equally before
the law. Shiv Sena minister
Shambhuraj Desai too support-
ed the demand. “Since the alle-
gations are grave, the person in
question should be immediately
arrested and the case be investi-
gated,” he said.

Later, while speaking to media
in the legislature premises, Rane
asked Uddhav Thackeray to
come clean on the issue. “If they

Deshmukh
points
towards

say that we are politicizing the
issue, Uddhav Thackeray should
also tell the people why he had
called, not just once but twice, to
the then union minister Narayan
Rane urging him to save his
son?” Rane said.

He also accused the opposition
of shying away from coming
clean on the issue. “If they feel
that we are not telling the truth,
they should say so in the house.
But they are shying away from
doing so. Bhaskar Jadhav, who is
always aggressive, was nowhere
to be seen when this issue came
up in the house. Sunil Prabhu
too escaped the house under the
pretext of a phone call. I chal-
lenge them to say that whatever
I said on the issue is wrong,”
Rane said.

He also said that Aditya
Thackeray should resign on
moral grounds till his name is
cleared in the case.

BJP MLA Amit Satam de-
manded that the details of the SIT
probe be made public so that the
people would know if the probe is
headed in right direction.

[ )
‘conspiracy’
Mumbai: Former home
minister of Anil Desh-
mukh on Thursday stated
that in a way the issue of
Disha Salian resurfaced it
seems like it’s a larger po-
litical conspiracy. The tim-
ing selected for targeting
Shiv Sena (UBT) leaders
has raised many questions.
“Aditya Thackeray has
nothing to do with this,” he
said.

Deshmukh said, “I am
taking information on the
plea filed by Disha Salina’s
father. All this now looks
like a gloomy affair. Dis-
ha’s father has gone to
court. Salian has named
Aditya Thackeray, but we
are sure Aditya Thackeray
hasnothing to do with this.
We are with him, but let
the court decide. If a per-
son is trying to get justice,
he should get justice”.

“Significantly, if you
look at the BJP’s style of
functioning, they will now
start doing politics on it.
Four years ago Sushant
Singh Rajput committed
suicide. At this juncture I
am gathering information
on the sensitive Disha epi-
sode. Once I get the details
on this particular issue I
will come before the
media.”

lfiltn.'-;uxn';!rl"
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Interestingly, while the ruling
parties were targeting the opposi-
tion in the case, senior BJP leader
Sudhir Mungantiwar surprised
all with his unexpected support
to Thackerays. “I do not have any
evidences in the case. But if her
father has made any fresh allega-
tions that needs to be investigated
thoroughly. The assembly can
discuss the issue at length tomor-
row. In the meanwhile, members
like Rane, who seem to have some
evidences in the case should
hand them over to the investigat-
ing agencies and help the probe,”
he told the house.

Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Gaikwad
and Sheetal Mhatre too toed the
line and demanded that more
and more evidences should come
forth.

Similarly, when members of
treasury benches were pushing
for revealing the details of the
probe till date to the public, Shiv
Sena (UBT) member Anil Parab
supported the demand. “Doing
that shall conclusively prove the
innocence of Aditya Thackeray,”
he said.

Rattled, Thackeray says

By Aditi Pai

Mumbai: As the Disha Salian death case
rocked the Maharashtra Assembly on
Thursday, Nitesh Rane, Minister for Fish-
eries and Ports, who has been keenly fol-
lowing the case since June 2020, tells ‘The
Perfect Voice’ that he has enough evi-
dence to show that Disha was raped and
murdered.

You’ve been speaking about this case
since her death in June 2020. Who all
do you think are involved?

June 8 and June 13 were related. To cover
up what happened on June 8, June 13 oc-
curred. I have been speaking about it since
June 2020 because I know it wasn’t a sui-
cide or accidental death but it was a mur-
der. We have enough evidence to show that
Disha Salian was raped and murdered.

What is the incriminating evidence
that you have?

There are mobile tower records which
show that Disha, Aditya Thackeray, and a
Zomato delivery person’s phones were at
the same location in Malad. The Zomato
delivery person has also given his state-
ment in this regard.

How was an alleged murder brushed
off as a suicide?

The post mortem report was modified and
tampered with. I have the original post
mortem report which I procured from the
municipal hospital where the post
mortem was done. But these
original reports were never
made public. It shows that Dis-
ha was gang raped and mur-
dered because the report shows
injury marks around her pri- «
vate parts. There are many
loopholes in their theory- if
someone falls from the 14th
floor, there are bound to be inju- !
ries on the face but the photo-
graphs we saw yesterday i

shownomarksonher _ - ‘
_——

: SIT remained
on paper
Mumbai: The Special In-

vestigation Team (SIT)
formed in June 2023 to in-

" have only made this demand that
f the Supreme Court’s judgement

“The original post mortem
report states that Disha Salian
was gangraped and murdered.”

“We have to protect our sisters
in this state.”

“Qurdemand is that the
Supreme Court judgement
should be followed and a rape
accused must first be arrested.”

face. The post mortem reports that were
released say that there were injuries on her
face but look at the recent photos. Where
are the marks? How is that even possible?

You have made a connection between
Aditya Thackeray, Dino Morea and
Sooraj Pancholi. What is the
connection?

They are all friends who were partying
during the Covid lockdown when everyone
was staying home.

Most people are questioning the timing
of Disha Salian’s father’s petition in
the court. Why now after almost five
years?
Her father stated that he was until now
brainwashed into believing it was a sui-
cide. But now he wants justice for his de-
ceased daughter. Why question the timing?
A father wants justice so he has ap-
proached the High Court. The po-
lice will act on court orders. It will
come up for hearing on the
High Court on Monday or
Tuesday next week. Our as-
sembly colleagues have come
7 together to say that we should
" follow the Supreme Court’s
judgement—that if a person is
accused of rape, he should first
be arrested. In the Assembly, we

T

should be followed.

The friendship files

LOVE FOR GYM AND FILMS BROUGHT

MOREA, PANCHOLI, AADITYA TOGETHER

‘do not rely on lies’

By Quaid Najmi

Mumbai: Shaken by the sudden
spotlight on the Disha S. Salian death
case, Shiv Sena (UBT) President and
ex-CM Uddhav Thackeray and his
son Aditya Thackeray appeared at a
loss for words to react to the develop-
ment, but said ‘lies’ should not be
relied upon.

In a relief of sorts, a ruling ally
Shiv Sena MLA came out in open
support of the beleaguered Thacker-
ays and the ex-CM expressed his
gratitude.

The five-year-old incident concern-
ing the unexplained death of Bolly-
wood celeb manager Disha rocked
the Maharashtra Legislature afresh
with the ruling MahaYuti and Oppo-
sition Maha Vikas Aghadi allies hurl-
ing accusations at each other.

“There is no substance in these al-
legations... The matter is in the
court...let them say it there,” dared
Thackeray, who served as the MVA
CM from November 2019-June 2022
when the case had blown up.

“Iam confident that the case would
boomerang on them in the court,”
Thackeray declared dismissively,
with Aditya beside him.

Thackeray wondered “why the is-
sue keeps cropping up only during
the Legislature sessions”, and said
there is nothing new in this.

“Every time the Legislature comes
into session, this matter is raised...

Why did it not come in the past cou-
ple of sessions... I am surprised. It
keeps coming up but there is nothing
new to it. Whatever Satish Salian’s
lawyer claims, he should say it in the
court,” said Thackeray sharply.

“Many generations of our family
are in front of the public. We have no
connection with this case at all. But
if politics is being twisted and taken
in the wrong direction, everyone will
suffer. When you rely on lies, it will
also backfire on you,” warned
Thackeray.

During a brief interaction with the
media earlier in the day, Aditya
Thackeray said that “since the mat-
ter has gone to the court, I shall also
submit whatever I have to say before
the court”.

“For the past five years they have
been trying to defame me. But they
were exposed on all counts... Now,
the matter has gone in the court... I
will respond there,” said Aaditya.

Salians were initially
‘satisfied’ with cops

A few years ago, the Salian couple
had said that they were satisfied with
the police and other agencies’ probe
plus pleaded publicly that the media
and politicians should stop hounding
or defaming their family. In March
2022, Satish and his wife Vasanti

had written to the President of India,
complaining that the (then) Union
Minister Narayan Rane and his son
Nitesh Rane are ‘liars and virtually
driving them (the Salians) to suicide”.
Drawing parallels with the Nirbhaya
rape-cum-murder case of Delhi over a
decade ago, the Salians pointed out
that till now, that victim’s identity
has not been revealed, but “Rane

is blatantly taking my daughter’s
name” repeatedly and saying that
she was raped. Displaying signs

of desperation, the Salians asked
“whether the law of the land is not
applicable to the Union Minister”,
and pointed out how even after
registering a (police) complaint
against them, the “liars” Rane duo
did not stop maligning the family’s
name.

vestigate the death of Dis-
ha Salian has not yet sub-
mitted its report to the
state government.

A source said that the
investigation was ham-
pered as all the officers
who were inducted in this
SIT have been transferred.
The SIT was headed by
then Additional Commis-
sioner of Police Rajeev
Jain. Deputy Commission-
er of Police Ajay Kumar
Bansal and Senior Inspec-
tor Chimaji Adhav were
other members of the SIT.

The source said the SIT
had issued several sum-
monses to those who al-
leged foul play in Disha’s
death. The work remained
incomplete. An officer said
they had recorded state-
ments of her friends who
were present at the party.
They reportedly said she
was upset due to some mon-
etary losses at work and
that they had also called a
friend living abroad to help
cheer her up. Fisheries
Minister Nitesh Rane have
raised questions over the
induction of Adhav in the
SIT. “A few senior police
officers were also under
suspicion in this case. How
come an officer of a Senior
Inspector rank question
his superiors?” Rane said.

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Otherwise poles
apart, the trio — Aaditya
Thackeray, Dino Morea
and Sooraj Pancholi - have
two things in common,
passion for gym and cine-
ma. This passion brought
them together and created
a bonding among them.

Aaditya has always en-
joyed the company of film
stars since many of them
used to visit his grandfa-
ther the late Balasaheb
Thackeray at their Bandra
residence, Matoshree.
Aaditya developed friend-
ship with Morea during
one of such meetings when
he was a teenager. The
friendship grew over the
years irrespective of 20
years of gap in their age.

In 2016, when Morea
opened an open-air gym in
Marine Drive, Aaditya was
the one who had inaugu-
rated it along with actor
Jacqueline Fernandez.
Several pics of the duo pos-
ing together dating back to
2014 can also be found on-
line. Aaditya is reportedly
aregular visitor at Morea’s
house in Bandra on almost
each of his private
celebrations.

Their friendship is in
spotlight again since Sat-

ish Salian, the father of
deceased Disha Salian, has
named them as prime ac-
cused in her death case in
a petition filed in the Bom-
bay High Court on Wednes-
day. Salian has demanded
that the trio should be
probed for their role in his
daughter’s “gang-rape and
murder”.

The names of Morea,
Pancholi and Aaditya be-
gan doing the rounds on
various social media plat-
forms right after Disha
Salian’s death on June 8,
2020. In hush hush tones,
their friendship became
the talk of the town. People
started adding two and two
together. Salian used to
work as an executive with
acompany which managed
Rajput’s Public Relations.
Salian and Rajput had a
professional connection
and Morea, Pancholi and
Aaditya had a personal
connection.

Salian has alleged that
the trio has attended a
‘party’ at Disha’s Malad
house. Salian believes that
the trio are eye witnesses
to what happened on that
fateful night and there
should be a thorough in-
vestigation into their role
in covering up Disha’s
“murder” as a “suicide”.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

No information
obtained through
Al is certified by
either the state
or the Union
government.

It would be
premature to
formulate an
education policy

'HC upholds closure order for mall

based on Al at this stage.

Ashish Shelar,
Minister, Information and Technology

{ Mumbai: The Bombay High
i Court has upheld the closure di-
i rections against a suburban mall
: for not obtaining environmental
i clearance, noting that operating
i such an establishment raises the
i “seriousness of the ecological
i issue”.

i The petitioner company, Grau-
i er and Weil (India) Limited, con-
i siders itself above the law and
i has shown scant regard for envi-
i ronmental concerns, a division
¢ bench of Justices M S Sonak and
¢ Jitendra Jain said in its order on
i Wednesday.

i It further said the petitioner
i company has taken law into its

own hands and proceeded with
construction of the mall without
obtaining any environmental
clearance, henceitis only proper
that the closure directions are
implemented immediately.

“The contention that the peti-
tioner has applied for clearance
under some amnesty scheme cer-
tainly does not entitle it to reap
commercial profits at the cost of
environmental clearances,” the
bench said.

It directed the Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board (MPCB)
to immediately enforce the clo-
sure directions.

The HC dismissed the petition

filed by Grauer and Weil (India)
Limited, which operates the mall
in Kandivali area here, challeng-
ing the closure directions issued
against it by the Maharashtra
MPCB on March 5.

No case is made out to inter-
fere with the closure order, the
court said, adding that relief can
be granted only to promote jus-
tice and not perpetuate gross
illegalities.

“Operating a mall that is con-
structed without obtaining any
environmental clearance is ex-
tremely serious and operating
such a mall without obtaining
consent to establish/operate
magnifies the seriousness of the
ecological issue,” the HC said.

The petitioner company has
taken law into its own hands and
proceeded with construction of
the mall without obtaining any

environmental clearance, hence
it is only proper that the closure
directions are implemented im-
mediately, the court added.

The bench directed the MPCB
to immediately enforce its clo-
sure directions.

The plea claimed the princi-
ples of natural justice were not
followed before passing of the
orders and that there was no
grave urgency for the closure or-
der to be passed.

The high court, however, re-
fused to accept this contention
and said the authority cannot
wait for some environmental
disaster.
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CBI names
Indrani's
daughter as
witness

Mumbai:

Sheena Bora Kkilling case
which included accused In-

Vidhie Mukerjea.
case.

which named 69 witnesses.
Last week, Indrani Muk-

erjea, one of the prime ac- i
cused in the case, had i
sought clarity from CBI on
whether Vidhie had been
dropped as a witness, so she
¢ And outside it too.

could meet her.

When Indrani was grant-
ed bail, one of the condi- }
tions imposed on her was
that she should not meet
any of the witnesses in the
: ners of the temple town

Vidhie is Indrani's
daughter from her first
marriage to Sanjeev Khan-
na, also an accused in the
i alded India's independ-

case.

case.

Sheena Bora, Indrani's
daughter from an earlier
relationship, was allegedly
strangled to death by Ind-
rani, her driver Shyamvar
Rai, and her former hus-
band Khanna.

Her body was then i
burned and disposed of ina
¢ born Qamaruddin Khan in

forest in Raigad district.
The crime came to light
in 2015 when Rai, who later
turned approver, revealed
details following his arrest
in another case. Former
media executive Indrani

and Khanna were arrested :
in August 2015, and Peter
Mukerjea, Indrani's ex-
i ries about him, he was the

husband and media baron,
was arrested three months
later. All accused are out on
bail.

The CBI on
Thursday submitted to a
special court here its sec- :
ond list of witnesses in the
i Varanasi: The stairs are
i crumbling to dust, the
drani Mukerjea's daughter
i sage of time and just be-

The list mentioned 125
individuals the agency pro-
poses to examine as prose-
cution witnesses in the

By Manish Sain

walls ravaged by the pas-

yond flows the Ganga as if
in eternal serenity. It was
here that a young Bismil-
lah Khan practiced for

i hours - from 4 am till the

This is in addition to the :
first list submitted by the :
Central Bureau of Investi- i
gation (CBI) last week i
i nai have long faded away
i from the Naubat Khana

sun came up and again in
the afternoon till it went
down.

The strains of his sheh-

but the Ustad, who took the
instrument to the world
stage and became synony-
mous with it, lives on
somewhere in its recesses.

On his 109th birth anni-
versary on Friday, memo-
ries of the man counted as
one of India's greatest mu-
sicians linger in the cor-

where he lived, learnt and
played.

He was the classical mu-
sician who famously her-

ence on August 15, 1947 by
playing Raag Kafi from the
ramparts of the Red Fort
ahead of Jawaharlal
Nehru's momentous
‘Tryst with Destiny'
speech.

Anecdotes from the life
of the sultan of shehnali,

Bihar's Dumraon on
March 21, 1916, abound
around the ghats and nar-
row gullies of the ancient
city of Varanasi, or Ba-
naras as it was known. For
the residents of the town,
some who knew him and
others who grew up on sto-

world renowned musician
and also a beacon of the

¢ Hindu-Muslim syncretic

The room where shehnai player Ustad Bismillah Khan lived his entire life.
Ustad Bismillah Khan's birth anniversary is celebrated on March 21.

culture - the “Ganga Ja-
muna tehzeeb”.

The Naubat Khana, at
the intersection of the
Balaji and Mangala Gauri
temples, was perhaps his
first stage. Nearly 20 years
since his passing in 2006,
the floor of the room and
the passage to it has fallen
through.

“This is the place where
he used to sit. His medita-
tion was of four phases.
He would light a diya in
the alcove inside and sit
down to play the shehnai
at 4 am, then in the noon,
then in the evening and
later in the night,” Pandit
Narayan Guru, head
priest of the Mangala
Gauri temple, told PTI.

The routine he followed
for more than three years
as a young student was an
odd mix of Hindu and
Muslim morning rituals,
starting from taking a dip

in the Ganga, followed by
morning namaz at Alam-
gir mosque nearby and
then settling down to play
at the Naubat Khana after
lighting an earthen lamp.

“He would play the
shehnai at the Naubat
Khana and also at the en-
trance of the temple but
never inside. He was a de-
vout Muslim but never
looked differently at any
Hindus he met, asking for
their and their family's
well being,” recalled Prab-
hat Kumar Sharma, who
manages the Balaji
temple.

Remembering the sheh-
nai maestro as the best
example of the culture of
harmony for which the
land was known for, Shar-
ma said Khan would also
donate money for the tem-
ple's food offerings.

Khan, who was awarded
the Bharat Ratna in 2001,

tolerance and harmony to

his grandchildren. Many
of them play the shehnai
though they haven't i

reached the heights of
fame he did.

“Dada ji never believed
in the difference of Hindu
or Muslim. ‘Music is the
same for everybody', he
would say. ‘Music is my

god and I have faith only |
: Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
grandsons, 62-year-old

in that',” said one of his

Mohammed Shibtain.

Another grandson Afaq
Haidar added, “He used to
say go to a clean and holy
place if you want to learn
music.”

“This instrument has
its roots in 'fakeeri' (men-

drown in it the more effi-
cacy the almighty will be-
stow upon your music,”
the 36-year-old said. -PTI

. Maharashtra :

ultan of Shehnai

REMEMBERING BISMILLAH KHAN ON HIS BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Bhushan for

. Ram Sutar

{ Mumbai: Noted sculptor
{ Ram Sutar has been cho-
i sen for Maharashtra !
i Bhushan, the state gov- !
i ernment's highest civilian
i award, Chief Minister De- i
i vendra Fadnavis informed
i the legislative assembly
i on Thursday.

Sutar, who turned 100

last month, is a Padma
{ Bhushan awardee and has
i designed the Statue of
i Unity which is the world's
i tallest statue with a height
i of 182 metres.

Fadnavis said the deci-

i sion to honour Sutar with
: the highest civilian award
i of the state was taken
i unanimously by a com-
i mittee headed by him on
i March 12.

"Heis a centenarian but

! is still working on the
! Ambedkar statue at the :
i Indu mill memorial pro-
i ject in Mumbai," he said.

The award comprises

pic: PTI | Rs 25 lakh and a
{ memento.
passed on the baton of his :
music and his values of
i sociated with many major :
projects like the Statue of :
i travel orders as federal em-
i ployees,”

Sutar, who works with
his son Anil, has been as-

Unity, the 251-metre tall
statue of Lord Ram at
Ayodhya, 153-feet high
statue of Lord Shiva in
Bengaluru and a 100-feet
tall statue of Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj at
Moshi in Pune.

Last year, four months
after a 35-feet tall statue of

haraj collapsed at Rajkot
fort in Malvan in Maha-
rashtra's Sindhudurg dis-
trict, triggering a massive
political slugfest in the
state, the Maharashtra
government awarded the

i contract of building a new
i 60-feet statue of the Mara-
dicancy), the more you !
i fort to Sutar's firm Ram

tha warrior king at the

Sutar Art Creations Pvt
Ltd that built the ‘Statue

¢ of Unity' in Gujarat.

Principal, staff |

booked under
atrocity act

By Correspondent

Kalyan: In an unprece-
dented case in the educa-
tion sector, an atrocity case
has been registered against
158 individuals, including
the principal and manage-
ment committee members
of K.M. Agrawal College,
Kalyan.

The case was filed at
Khadakpada Police Station
after allegations surfaced
regarding the wrongful ter-
mination of a library staff
member based on caste
discrimination.

According to the police,
the case pertains to Bhau-
rao Tayde, who was em-
ployed in the college li-
brary. Tayde, belonging to a
Scheduled Caste, was alleg-
edly falsely accused and
forcibly removed from his
job. The legal battle contin-
ued for six years, with ac-
cusations and counter-ac-
cusations. However, the

police investigation found
no evidence against Tayde.
Following this, the authori-
ties registered an atrocity
case against the college's
principal, Dr. Anita Manna,
along with 157 others, in-
cluding the management
committee.

The registration of this
case has sent shockwaves
through the academic com-
munity, as it is possibly the
first such instance in Maha-
rashtra and even in the
country where an entire
college administration has
been booked under the
Atrocity Act. The college,
which has around 160 staff
members, now finds nearly
its entire administration
under legal scrutiny. Sen-
ior police officials are cur-
rently handling the investi-
gation, and further action
is awaited.

The incident has raised
concerns regarding caste
discrimination in educa-
tional institutions and the
accountability of college
administrations. The case
is expected to have signifi-
cant legal and social impli-
cations in the coming days.

7""-&‘-.' AL
Tl;ﬁ I|'J|'|

j P:qj

Three held for Rs 20 cr 'digital arrest’ fraud

tracked down Shaikh and
after his arrest and inter-
rogation, they also nabbed :

Mumbai: An 86-year-old
woman from south Mumbai
lost more than Rs 20 crore
of her savings over two
months to a 'digital arrest'
fraud, police said on
Thursday.

One of the fraudsters
posed as a 'CBI officer' to
extort money from the
woman, they said, adding
three persons have been ar-
rested in connection with
the crime which took place
between December 26, 2024
and March 3 this year.

The accused persons had
also forced the victim to
stay at home for two months
and to check her location
daily by calling her every

three hours, an official said.

The cyber police have
managed to freeze Rs 77
lakh belonging to the wom-
an by identifying the bank
accounts to which the mon-
ey was transferred, he
added.

While investigating the
case, the cyber police found
the money was transferred
to various bank accounts,
including one of Shayan
Jamil Shaikh (20), resident
of Malad area here, he said.

The police said Rs 4.99
lakh was transferred to
Shaikh's account, which he
had withdrawn and handed
over to another fraudster.

The cyber police recently

another accused Razique
Azan Butt (20), resident of
Mira Road in neighbouring
Thane, the official said.

The police on Wednesday :
i premises from the next day.

identified one more ac-
cused, Hritik Shekhar
Thakur (25), resident of
Andheri area, in whose ac-
count Rs 9 lakh was trans-

late night, he said.

Thakur has admitted to
the withdrawal of Rs 91akh
from an SBI account, which
was transferred by his
aides after duping the wom-
an, the official said.

Just another day

‘at the office

GOVT RULES SAY NO OVERTIME

FOR SUNITA, BUTCH AFTER
GETTING STUCKIN SPACE

i New York: Will Sunita Wil-
i liams and Butch Wilmore
i get overtime for staying
i longer in space than
¢ planned? Not a chance.

Williams and Wilmore,

i who returned to Earth on
i Tuesday after spending 286
i days in space - 278 days
i longer than anticipated af-
i ter their spacecraft mal-
i functioned - will not getany
: overtime for their unex-
i pectedly long stay, accord-
i ingto NASA rules, the New
¢ York Times reported.

But they do get USD 5 a

i day for "incidentals", the
i paper added.

Despite their far-flung

¢ destination and the danger
¢ of space travel, when it
comes to pay, astronauts
i are treated effectively "like
i any other government em-
: ployee who takes a business
i trip...", the NYT said.

"While in space, NASA
astronauts are on official

Jimi Russell, a
spokesman for the agency's
Space Operations Mission
Directorate, told NYT via
email.

Williams and Wilmore
were essentially unable to
leave their workplace for

{ more than nine months.
: But astronauts aboard the
! International Space Station

receive no overtime, holi-
day or weekend pay, Russell
said.

Their transportation,
meals and lodging are cov-
ered, and like other federal

i employees on work trips,
i they receive a daily “inci-
¢ dentals” allowance, Russell
i said. Thisis a per diem pay-

ment given to employees in
the place of reimburse-

¢ ments for travel expenses.

Theincidental allowance
for travel to any location is
$5 per day, Russell said.

This means that in addi-
tion to their annual salary
— about $152,258, according
to NASA — Wilmore and
Williams received around
$1,430 for their 286 days in
space, the NYT said.

What incidental expens-
es might Wilmore and Wil-
liams have incurred while
in orbit 250 miles above
Earth? It's unclear. Usually,
these are “fees and tips
given to porters, baggage
carriers, hotel staff, and
staff on ships,” according
to the US General Services
Administration.

Williams and Wilmore
did not exactly see their ex-
tended stay as a hardship.
“This is my happy place,”
Williams told reporters in
September. “Ilove being up
here in space. It's just fun,
you know?”

Still, if a $5 per diem
seems low for a job that
causes enough muscle and
bone loss for you to need a
gurney when you return to
Earth, spare a thought for
Clayton Anderson, the
NASA astronaut who spent
152 days aboard the Inter-
national Space Station in
2007, the NYT said.

Anderson said he re-
ceived a per diem of only
about $1.20, or $172 in
total.

"Remember that for me -
being an astronaut - was
amazing, but it IS a govern-
ment job with government
pay. But that's okay too, it's
a job I did because I
dreamed of and loved it, not
because of the money I
could earn," he wrote on
social media in 2022. -PTI

Principal’s dismissal
sparks protests

By Dr. Abhilash Dawre

Dombivli: Parents and stu-
dents staged a massive pro-
test outside Greens English
School in MIDC, Dombivli,
after the abrupt termina-
tion of Principal Archana
Mohite by the school ad-
ministration. Mohite, who
had served as the principal
for over a decade and re-
ceived the Best Principal
Award, alleged that she was
dismissed for opposing the
administration’s arbitrary
decisions.

Speaking to "The Perfect

: Voice', Mohite stated that
i she was given just 48 hours

to respond to an official no-
tice. Despite submitting her
reply, she received a termi-
nation letter via courier on

i March 18, declaring that

she had failed to respond
within the stipulated time.
The letter also warned her
against entering the school

Mohite further claimed
that the school manage-
ment had installed high-

i quality audio-visual sur-
ferred, and arrested him

veillance cameras in her
cabin without her consent,
violating her right to pri-
vacy. “These cameras al-
lowed people to monitor me
remotely, which is a serious
legal offense. Even as a

! woman, my privacy was

By Seema Hakhu Kachru

Houston: The Texas Sen-
ate has passed its first-ever
resolution recognising
Holi, officially acknowledg-
ing the Hindu festival of
colours as a significant cul-
tural celebration.

With this move, Texas
becomes the third US state
— after Georgia and New
York — to formally recog-
nise Holi.

The resolution was intro-
duced by Senator Sarah
Eckhardt and passed just
ahead of Holi celebrations

on March 14. It highlights
Holi's cultural and spiritual
significance, celebrating
spring, renewal, unity, and
the triumph of good over
evil.

"The origins of this jubi-
lant festival can be traced
back many millennia, and
the holiday is recognised
and celebrated throughout
the world by people of all
backgrounds who relate to
the festival's themes of love,
renewal, and progress," the
resolution states.

The Senate also empha-
sised Holi's role in strength-

ening community bonds
and enriching Texas's cul-
tural diversity.

Consul General of India
in Houston, DC Manjunath,
told PTI, “This is a proud

and historic moment for
Texas. The recognition of
Holi by the State Senate af-
firms our commitment to
diversity, unity, friendship,
and cultural heritage. We

third US state to recognise

thank Senator Sarah Eck-
hardt and all those who
made this resolution possi-
ble. Holi's message of unity
and renewal resonates
across communities, and
we are honoured to see it
formally celebrated in our
state.”

The resolution was sup-
ported by the Hindu Ameri-
can Foundation (HAF),
which worked closely with
Senator Eckhardt's office.

HAFrepresentatives and
members of the Hindu
American community were
present in the Senate gal-

lery during the reading.

In a statement, HAF said,
"Texas Senate passes its
FIRST-EVER Holi resolu-
tion! @SarahEckhardt TX
makes history as Texas be-
comes the third state after
Georgia and New York to
recognise Holi, celebrating
unity, colour, and the spirit
of unity and friendship."

The resolution marks a
key milestone in recognis-
ing the growing cultural
contributions of the Indian
American community
across Texas.

-PTI

completely disregarded,”
she said.

She also accused the ad-
ministration of failing to
follow due process. “Even a
criminal is given a chance
to present their case, but I
was terminated without
any inquiry, discussion, or
ahearing with the manage-
ment,” Mohite added.

Mohite mentioned that
the school’s management is
currently under dispute,
with legal cases pending
before the Charity Commis-
sioner. She claimed that
individuals with no legal
authority were exerting
pressure on her and inter-
fering in school matters. “I
was caught between two
conflicting committees.
The rightful management
should take charge instead
of creating confusion and
harassment.”

She alleged that in De-
cember, a newly appointed
teacher-still under proba-
tion-was given undue pref-
erence over experienced
teachers with 25-30 years of
service. However, the
school’s governing body
has refuted Mohite’s
claims. Shirish Deshpande,
Vice President of Dombivli
Progressives, stated that
Mohite had submitted false
educational credentials
and misled the institution.

. Girl mauled

to death by
stray dogs

;33;

Nagpur: A 4-year-old girl
died after she was viciously
attacked by stray dogs in
Nagpur district on Thurs-
day, police said.

The incident occurred
around 2 pm under a bridge
in Gumgaon, about 25 km
from the district headquar-
ters, an official said.

Harshita Chaudhary had
walked to the nearby river,
about 50 metres from her
home, thinking that her
grandmother had gone
there to wash clothes.

However, three to four
stray dogs pounced on the
child, severely injuring her,
said inspector Jitendra
Bansod of Hingna police
station.

The girl's parents were
away at work at the time.
After being alerted, police
and her parents rushed to
the spot and took Harshita
to hospital, but doctors de-
clared her dead, he said.

The Hingna police have
registered a case of acci-
dental death and asked the
gram panchayat if they had
taken any steps to control
the stray dog menace, the
official added.

“The government
has planned the
Cauvery Aarti at
Sankey Tank as
part of its water
conservation
efforts. This is

purely a government
programme, though some have
moved to court against it. We will
present our case legally.”

Deputy CM, Karnataka

D K Shivakumar,
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Protesting

Chandigarh: Following
the eviction of protesting
farmers from the Shamb-
hu border, Haryana secu-
rity personnel on Thurs-
day morning started
removing cemented barri-
cades, which were erected
to prevent the Punjab
farmers from heading to
Delhi.

At the Shambhu border,
JCB and other machines
have been deployed to re-
move the concrete blocks
to clear the Shambhu-Am-
balaroad, which remained
closed for over a year.

The Haryana security
officials had fortified the
state border with Punjab
with cement blocks, iron
nails and barbed wire to
scuttle any attempt by the
farmers from Punjab to
move towards the capital
as part of their ‘Delhi
Chalo’ programme.

Punjab Police also re-
sumed its operation to dis-
mantle the remaining tem-
porary structures on the
Punjab side of the Shamb-
hu border on Thursday to
clear the road.

Dharnas outside offices

Meanwhile, the Samy-
ukta Kisan Morcha (Non-
Political) and the Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha on
Thursday announced to
hold dharnas outside the
offices of deputy commis-
sioners in protest against
the Punjab Police
crackdown.

Both the bodies, which
spearheaded the farmers’
stir at Shambhu and Khan-
auri border points,
slammed the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government
in Punjab for evicting the
protesters and detaining
farmer leaders on

Farmers being detained at the Bahadurgarh Fort in Patiala on Wednesday. Pic:PTI

Wednesday.

Punjab Police detained
several farmer leaders, in-
cluding Sarwan Singh
Pandher and Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, in Mohali on
Wednesday as they were
returning after a meeting
with a central delegation
led by Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in Chandigarh.

Police also evicted the
agitating farmers from the
Shambhu and Khanauri
protest sites, which were
blocked for more than a
year, and dismantled the
temporary structures and
stages put up there using
JCB machines.

Seventh round of talks

At the meeting in Chan-
digarh, the seventh round
of talks between the two
sides, the central delega-
tion was also represented
by Consumer Affairs Min-
ister Pralhad Joshi and
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal.

The meeting discussed
the various demands of
the farmers, especially a
law guaranteeing mini-
mum support price (MSP)
for crops.

As the departing farm-

ers entered Mohali after
the meeting, they were
met with heavy
barricading.

Kisan Mazdoor Sang-
harsh Committee (KMSC)
leader Satnam Singh Pan-
nu on Thursday con-
demned the police action,
and accused the Punjab
government of being
“hand-in-glove” with the
Centre in launching the
crackdown on the protest-
ing farmers.

“It was the murder of
democratic rights. The
farmers wanted to go to
Delhi but the Haryana gov-
ernment barricaded the
roads at the Centre’s be-
hest,” Pannu alleged.

Thousands of police-
men were deployed to for-
cibly remove the dharna
from Shambhu and Khan-
auri border points, he
said.

“The governments led
by Bhagwant Mann and
the BJP at the Centre will
face the consequences,”
Pannu warned.

Site wears deserted look
after police crackdown

Till Wednesday, tempo-
rary structures and trol-
leys at the Shambhu bor-

der provided shelter to

farmers who had been ;
protesting on the key high- :
way -- the Shambhu-Am-

bala road -- in support of
their various demands for
more than a year.

But following a crack-
down by Punjab Police on

Wednesday, the structures
and sheds have now been
razed and turned into rub-

ble using JCB machines to :

resume traffic movement.
The crucial stretch of
the highway in Shambhu

wore a deserted look on :
Thursday, with utensils,
LPG cylinders, tea kettles,

freezers, washing ma-

chines, chairs, tables, beds H
and clothes lying scattered :

on the road.

At one of the structures
that the protesters used as
kitchen, vegetables, ‘daal’,

milk and other essential

items were left unused.

tures, including sheds and

platforms that once served :
as shelters and meeting
points for the protesting

farmers, have been razed
to the ground. Trolleys,
which were turned into

makeshift shelters, were :

seen lying on the road.

. Situation in |
Manipur still
tense

i Imphal: The situation in

farmers evicted

Manipur’s curfew-bound
Churachandpur district

i remained tense on Thurs- :
i day, two days after clashes
i between the Hmar and :

Zomi communities left one
dead and several injured,

i police said. H
i Schools and shops re- :
i mained shut, while church

leaders and civil society
groups worked to restore

i peace, an official told PTI. :
Security personnel con- :
i ducted flag marches on : |

Wednesday night to pre-

vent further violence.
i At least one person, i
i 5l-year-old Lalropui Pa- :
khuangte from the Hmar

community, was Killed in
Tuesday night’s clashes.
He suffered bullet inju-

mat Christian Hospital, :

where he was declared
dead. The clashes between

i the two tribes started after
Hmar Inpui general secre- :

‘bulletproof vehicle

tary Richard Hmar was at-
tacked by some Zomi peo-
ple on Sunday, leading to

i violence and imposition of :
i curfew in the district the :
i next day. Meanwhile, sev- :

eral displaced people from
the Kuki community in re-

lief camps were moved to :
i to him by the government
Churachandpuris main-

safer locations.

ly home to Zomi people,
with Hmar and Kuki com-

shutdown was imposed by
a student body in the dis-
trict on Wednesday, a

group of MLASs and tribal
i organisations separately :
The temporary struc- :

appealed for peace.
At least 12 Kuki-Zomi
and Hmar organisations

have called for peace :
among communities and

agreed to form a joint
peace committee to moni-
tor the situation and pre-

i ventmisunderstandingsin :
i the future.

External Affairs Minister S. Jais

: Bolivia Celinda Sosa during a meeting in New Delhi.
ries and was taken to Siel- :

e =T

o

\ ;

hankar with Minister of Foreign Affairs of

Pic:PTI

Police ask MLA to use

Hyderabad: A notice has
been issued to BJP legisla-
tor T Raja Singh by the city
police, directing him to use
the bulletproof vehicle and
security personnel allotted

for security reasons.
Singh, who represents

i the Goshamahal constitu-
: munities living in some
i areas. Hours after a fresh i

ency in the city, stated that
he prefers to travel by his
two-wheeler to remain ac-
cessible to the people, as a
bulletproof car would
cause inconvenience in the
narrow lanes and bylanes

i of his constituency.

The notice was issued to
Singh on March 19 by the
Mangalhat Police Station,
and he has acknowledged
its receipt, a police official
said on Thursday.

“He (Singh) has been
asked to use the bullet-

¢ proof vehicle and the (1+4)

security personnel allotted
to him to prevent any unto-
ward incidents, as he has
been seen moving in public
without them,” they said,
adding that the notice is a
routine alert as part of se-
curity measures.

“It is to alert you that
you have been receiving
frequent threatening calls,
and it has been noticed that
you often leave your resi-
dence and office without
security personnel, moving
among the public, which
shows negligence towards
your safety,” the notice ad-
dressed to Singh stated.

Acknowledging the no-
tice, the firebrand Hindut-
va leader reiterated that
his priority is to remain
accessible to the people.

He emphasised that his
constituency consists of
residential colonies, slums,

and business establish-
ments, with narrow lanes
where a bulletproof car
would be inconvenient.

The MLA said travelling
freely on a two-wheeler al-
lows him to stay connected
with people without caus-
ing unnecessary disrup-
tions. However, he took
exception to the police re-
jecting his request for a
gun license.

“What exposes the hy-
pocrisy of the system is
that when I applied for a
gun license citing security
concerns, the same police
department rejected my
application, citing cases
against me. Ironically,
many individuals with
pending cases have been
granted gun licenses with-
out any objections,” Singh
said in a statement.

-PTI

First chartered
flight after
pandemic

Panaji: The first chartered

ID-19 pandemic has ar-
rived in Goa, marking yet

another milestone in the :
coastal state’s growing ap- :
peal as an international

tourist destination, a tour-
ism department official
said.

The flight, operated by
: T-shirts with slogans writ-

Qeshm Air from Iran,
landed at Dabolim airport
(in South Goa) at 6.30 pm

on Wednesday, bringing :
140 tourists to the state, the
i House was adjourned

official said in a release.
This chartered flight ar-
rival highlights the in-

creasing interest among
international travellers in

exploring Goa’s rich cul-
tural heritage, diverse tra-
ditions, and vibrant culi-

nary offerings, the tourism H
: the parliamentary stand-
“This arrival marks the

department said.

first chartered flight from
Iran and yet another mile-

stone in Goa’s growing ap-
peal as an international :

tourist destination,” a
spokesperson of the tour-
ism department said.

Officials from the De- :
partment of Tourism en- :
sured a smooth and warm

welcome for the visitors.
The Department of Tour-

ism remains committed to :
actively promoting Goa as
{ members what I have seen

a year-round destination.

MPs wea

flight from Iran after COV-

New Delhi: Rajya Sabha
failed to transact any sig-
nificant business on
Thursday and was ad-
journed for the day after
witnessing three adjourn-
ments over a row on some
DMK members wearing

ten on them.

This is the first day dur-
ing the second part of the
Budget Session when the

without transacting any
business except for the lay-
ing of papers.

Soon after the House
met in the morning, Chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar
allowed the laying of pa-
pers and some reports of

ing committees, after
which he adjourned the
House for about an hour.

He said he wanted to
meet leaders of political
parties over what he wit-
nessed in the House. With-
out sharing details of what
he witnessed, Dhankhar
adjourned the proceedings
till noon.

“I will be calling a meet-
ing of floor leaders in my
chambers at 11.30 am to-
day. I would share with the

e "

i

in the House a while ago,”
he said soon after listed pa-
pers were laid on the floor
of the House.

While the chairman did
not cite any reason for the
adjournment, the issue of
DMK members wearing T-
shirts with slogans written
on them was objected to by
the chairman.

Some of the DMK MPs
attended the House pro-
ceedings wearing T-shirts
with the slogan “Delimita-
tion - Tamil Nadu will
fight, Tamil Nadu will
win”, which was objected
to by the Chair.

Some MPs also donned
stoles that played upon
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan’s re-

© T

MPs from Tamil Nadu wearing t-shirts in New Delhi on Thursday.
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marks on DMK MPs’ pro-
test in Lok Sabha against
the three-language formu-
la of National Education
Policy (NEP), and had the
word “uncivilised” written
on it, with the first two al-
phabets ‘U’ and ‘N’ having
been crossed.

As the deadlock over the
issue continued, when the
House reassembled at
noon, Deputy Chairman
Harivansh announced that
the proceedings had been
adjourned again for an-
other 15 minutes.

At 12.15 pm, he again
came amid the deadlock
and announced that the
House stood adjourned till
2 pm.

Assoon asitreconvened

RS adjourned over DMK
ring T-shirts

!
- 18 - X { _-:.
i ey
‘-rq B
-2

Pic:PTI

|

at 2 pm, the deputy chair- §

man announced that the
House stood adjourned for
the day.

“The House stands ad-

journedtomeetatllamon :
Friday, 21st March,” Depu- :
ty Chairman Harivansh

informed members.
During the meeting with

floor leaders of various :
parties, the chairman :

sought their cooperation
and urged the DMK mem-
bers not to wear T-shirts

that were against therules. :
However, the DMK mem- :
bers did not budge. Floor :

leaders of various parties
assured the chairman that

they were in favour of :
smooth functioning of the i

House.

. Doctor sells

infant to

couple

i Guwahati: A doctor in i

Sribhumi district of As-
sam allegedly sold an in-

fant to a couple after an
i unmarried woman gave :
i birth to the child, an offi- §

cial said on Thursday.
A police case has been
registered against the doc-

i tor, who is currently ab- |
: sconding, she said.

According to the official
of the district Child Protec-

¢ tion Unit (CPU), they got :
i information about an ille- :
i gal adoption four-five days

back.
“We started our investi-

gation and found the news
i to be true. The doctor pre- :

pared false papers and
handed over the newborn
child to a couple from Srib-

humi in exchange for a :
huge amount of money,” :
i he added. Jarkiholi em-

she said.

As per preliminary in-
vestigation, a woman had
come to the accused doctor

for an abortion, but he did
not go ahead with it then as
she was almost five months
pregnant, the official said.

woman at a private hospi-
tal a few days ago and sold

the child to the couple by :
preparing false docu-
i ments,” she said.

Jarkiholi alleges ‘honey

trap’ on senior minister

Bengaluru: Karnataka

Public Works Minister
Satish Jarkiholi on Thurs-
day claimed that two un-
successful “honey trap”
attempts were made on a
senior minister in the
state and called for a po-
lice investigation into the
matter.

“There were two at-

! tempts (on a minister), but

they weren’t successful.
This is not the first honey
trap incident in Karnata-
ka,” Jarkiholi told report-
ers in response to a
question.

Condemning the inci-
dent, he said politics
should not involve such
tactics. “We have asked
the concerned minister to
file a complaint, only then
can the police act and
launch an investigation,”

phasised that those behind
it should be brought to

i justice.
around four months ago
Chief Minister (Siddara-

“We will speak to the

maiah)... have already dis-
cussed it with the Home

{ Minister (G Paramesh-
“He then carried out a !
cesarean operation on the :

wara). If there is a com-
plaint, it will help the in-
vestigation,” he said.
Stressing the need for a
non-partisan fight against
honey trapping, the Minis-
ter said politicians cutting

Parameshwara
vows to bring
culprits to justice

Bengaluru: Karnataka
Home Minister G
Parameshwara on
Thursday said he will order
a high-level probe into
the “honey trap” cases in
the state. He insisted that
thereis a need to put an
end to such tendencies.

“If we have to save the
dignity of our members,
we have to put a brake on
suchincidents. It’s a serious
issue,” the Home Minister
told the Assembly.

“| will order a high-level
probe into it,” he added.
Karnataka Minister for
Cooperation K N Rajanna
said he came to know that
at least 48 people have
been “honeytrapped” and
their obscene videos have
been made.

across all parties have
been victims of it.

“In the earlier govern-
ments too there were vic-
tims of honey trapping,
some names were heard,
now our people’s (Con-
gress) names are heard, if
it happens in the future
too, it won’t be surprising.
This must end,” he
added.

QUOTEOFTHEDAY |
o, |

“Glorifying
invaders means
strengthening
the very roots of

will never accept
those who insult

and praise those

our faith.”

treason. New India

our great ancestors

who attacked our civilisation,
violated our women, and struck at

Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister, UP

New Delhi: Legendary
i painter MF Husain’s Unti-
¢ tled (Gram Yatra), billed as

one of his most important
and sizable works from the

i 1950s, went for USD 13.8
i million (over Rs 118 crore)
i at an auction, setting the
i new record for the most ex-

pensive work of modern
Indian art.
The sale, which took

! place at a Christie auction
i in New York on March 19,
i nearly doubles the previous
i record-holder, Amrita
i Sher-Gil’s 1937 “The Story
i Teller”, which fetched

around USD 7.4 million (Rs
61.8 crore) at an auction in
Mumbai in 2023.
Comprising 13 unique
panels that occupy almost
14 feet across a single can-
vas, Gram Yatra, which
means ‘village pilgrimage’,
is widely regarded as a cor-
nerstone of Husain’s
oeuvre, celebrating the di-
versity and dynamism of a
newly independent nation.
“We are thrilled to have
been a part of setting a new
benchmark value for the
work of Magbool Fida Hu-
sain and the entire catego-

ry. This is a landmark mo-
ment and continues the
extraordinary upward tra-
jectory of the Modern and
Contemporary South Asian
Artmarket,” Nishad Avari,
head of Christie’s South
Asian Modern and Contem-
porary Art, said in a
statement.

The 1954 painting, which
left India the same year, re-

mained largely unseen
since its acquisition by the
Ukrainian-born Norway-
based doctor Leon Elias
Volodarsky, who was in
Delhi to establish a thoracic
surgery training centre for
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO).

Volodarsky bequeathed
the painting to Oslo Univer-
sity Hospital in 1964. The

proceeds of the sale will
support the training of fu-
ture generations of doctors
at the institution.

Previously, Husain’s
most expensive painting,
Untitled (Reincarnation),
was sold for USD 3.1 million
(approximately Rs 25.7
crore) in London last year.

Born on September 17,
1915 in Pandharpur in Ma-
harashtra, Husain remains
one of India’s most impor-
tant and sought after art-
ists whose oeuvre inspires
art and conversations
across the globe.

'MF Husain painting fetches $13.8 million

An avid reader of history
and mythology and Indian
culture, a large part of Hu-
sain’s art includes paint-
ings of gods and goddesses
in the context of the politics
of the time, works that put
him in the crosshairs of
controversy.

With FIRs and persistent
death threats, Husain was
forced into self-exile, stay-
ing in Dubai and travelling
to New York and London,
where he died on June 9,
2011 at the age of 95, leaving
behind a prodigious body of
work. -PTI
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Hong Kong's

Hong Kong: Hong Kong
tycoon Li Ka-shing's busi-
ness empire is in the cross-
hairs after CK Hutchison
Holdings chose to sell its
Panama Canal port assets
to a consortium that in-
cludes US investment firm
BlackRock Inc, apparently
angering Beijing.

Over the past week, Bei-
jing's Hong Kong affairs
offices have posted scath-
ing commentaries from a
local state-backed media
outlet over the tentative
deal by Hutchison, which
is controlled by Li's
family.

That raises questions
about the deal and high-
lights the difficulties Hong
Kong businesses face as
they balance demands
from Beijing for national
loyalty and their own capi-
talist interests in the once
free-wheeling Asian finan-
cial hub. Here's what to
know about the issue.

Nicknamed “Super-
man,” Li is among the
world's 50 richest people,
with Forbes calculating his
net worth at USD 38 billion.
Li, 96, retired from his posi-
tion as chairman of CK
Hutchison in 2018, suc-
ceeded by his elder son Vic-
tor. But he's still one of
Hong Kong's most influen-
tial figures.

Li's ties with Beijing

Li's influence extends be-
yond business. He has met
with top Chinese leaders
and has served on the elite

committee that selected
Hong Kong's leader.

Experts on ties between
Beijing and Hong Kong
said ruling Communist
Party leaders once under-
stood that support from
the business sector was
crucial for maintaining
Hong Kong's capitalist sys-
tem. It's has been strategi-
cally vital for mainland
China's economy, given the
role their global networks
and resources play in the
country's development. So,
Lihas had notable political
influence.

Panama ports deal

CK Hutchison announced
March 4 that it would sell
all its shares in Hutchison
Port Holdings and in
Hutchison Port Group
Holdings to the consorti-
um that also includes
BlackRock subsidiary
Global Infrastructure
Partners and Terminal In-
vestment Limited, which is
chaired by Italian shipping
scion Diego Aponte, whose

family reportedly has a
longstanding relationship
with Li's.

If approved, the deal,
valued at nearly USD 23
billion including USD 5 bil-
lion in debt, will give the
consortium control over 43
ports in 23 countries, in-
cluding the ports of Balboa
and Cristobal, located at
either end of the canal.
The transaction does not
include ports in Hong
Kong or mainland China.
CK Hutchison said the
transaction was purely
commercial in nature.

The deal angered

Beijing

One of the Beijing-backed
newspaper commentaries
described the deal as a be-
trayal of all Chinese and
said the company should
think about which side to
take. The other said great
entrepreneurs are patri-
ots, suggesting that busi-
nesspeople who “dance
with” predatory American
politicians would be

richest man
angers Be

1)

ing

doomed to infamy.

Comments on popular
posts about the deal on
Chinese social media plat-
form Weibo tend to be
more critical than favora-
ble toward Li.

Some unconfirmed re-

ports have suggested Chi-
nese leaders were angry
not to have been consulted
in advance about the deal.

Ports are valuable stra-
tegic assets and transac-
tions involving them are
always sensitive, said Wil-
son Chan, co-founder of

the Pagoda Institute, a :
think tank focusing on

public policy and the glob-
al political economy.
It is unclear whether

pressure from Beijing will

affect the deal, which has
to be approved by Pana-
ma's government. China's
Foreign Ministry deflected
a question about whether
authorities are investigat-
ing the deal, saying report-
ers should ask other
authorities.

Longer term
implications
If Beijing steps up pres-
sure on Li to scrap the deal,

could hit back with more
sanctions and restrictions
on Hong Kong and Chinese
businesses and some indi-
viduals, he said.

The situation shows that
Washington's concerns
about Hong Kong's busi-
ness autonomy are valid.

. No windfall

tax on oil cos
after new law

i New Delhi: 0il and gas

companies will not face
any new taxes like the
windfall profits tax after
the coming into effect of a

: new law that promises sta- :
i bility of fiscal regime, Pe- i

troleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said.
Parliament has passed

! the Oilfields (Regulation

and Development) Bill,
2024 that provides policy
stability to investors, de-
criminalises provisions
and promotes ease of doing
business.

"After this bill, it will be
difficult to levy (new taxes
like) windfall tax because

failing to keep the promise
of fiscal stability)," he said
at a reception he hosted to

: celebrate the passage of
i the bill.

India imposed a windfall
profit tax on July 1, 2022
joining a growing number
of nations that tax super

normal profits of energy :
ald Trump has said that he

companies. At that time,
export duties of Rs 6 per
litre (USD 12 per barrel)

i each were levied on petrol :
and ATF and Rs 13 a litre

(USD 26 a barrel) on
diesel.

A Rs 23,250 per tonne
(USD 40 per barrel) wind-
fall profit tax on domestic
crude production was also
levied. The tax rates were
reviewed every fortnight

i based on average oil prices
¢ in the previous two weeks.

The levy was scrapped in
December last year after 30
months. Puri said global

i oil majors have been ex- i
the Trump administration : :

ploring investing in India.

The Bill is part of the
government's reforms
agenda to make it easier to
find and produce crude oil

(which is refined into fuels

like petrol and diesel) and
natural gas (which is used
to generate power, make

: fertilizer or turn into cook- :
-AP

ing gas and CNG).

Gardners work on flower beds as part of preparation before opening of Tulip

somebody will sue us (for i garden for the public in Srinagar on Wednesday.
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Trump believes India

will lower tariffs

New York: President Don-

believes India will lower its
tariffs on American goods,
even as he reiterated his
threat to impose reciprocal
US tariffs on the country
starting April 2.

In an interview with Bre-
itbart News, an American
news, opinion, and com-
mentary website, Trump
discussed the US' relation-
ship with India.

Asked about his summit

i with Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi last month,
Trump said he has a “very
good relationship” with
India.

"But the only problem I
have with India is they're
one of the highest tariffing
nations in the world,” the
website quoted Trump as
saying.

“I believe they're...prob-
ably going to be lowering
those tariffs substantially,
but on April 2, we will be

charging them the same

tariffs they charge us,”
Trump added.

When asked about the
India-Middle East-Europe-
Economic Corridor
(IMEC), a deal he signed
the US on to during Modi's
visit to the US, Trump did
not mention China in par-
ticular but said it was a
“group of wonderful na-
tions” banding together
“countering other coun-
tries thatlook to hurt us on
trade.”

“We have a powerful
group of partnersin trade,”
Trump said.

“Again, we can't let those
partners treat us badly,
however. We do better in
many ways frankly with
our foes than we do with
our friends," Trump was
quoted as saying by the
website.

"The ones that wouldn't
be as friendly to us in some
cases treat us better than
the ones that are supposed
to be friendly, like the Eu-

ropean Union, which treats
us terribly on trade,"
Trump explained.

"India and everybody
would think of them as an
ally. I can say the same for
others. But this is a group
of wonderful nations that
is countering other coun-
tries thatlook to hurt us on
trade," Trump further
added.

Trump earlier this
month said that India has
agreed to cut its tariffs
“way down” as he reiterat-
ed his claim that the coun-
try charges America mas-
sive tariffs that make it
difficult to sell products
there.

Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal, however
told a Parliamentary panel
in New Delhi on March 10
that negotiations are still
on and no agreement on
trade tariffs has been
reached so far between In-
dia and the US.

Vikas Kaushal
CMD of HPCL

Mumbai: Vikas Kaushal
has assumed charge as the
Chairman & Managing Di-
rector of Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd.
(HPCL), a Maharatna Oil
Company, effective March
17.

Kaushal is a seasoned
global leader with over
three decades of experi-
ence in the energy domain.
A Chemical Engineering
graduate from DCET, Pun-
jab University, he holds an
MBA from the Indian Insti-
tute of Management,
Ahmedabad.

Kaushal started his ca-
reer with ICICI Limited in
Project Finance and Advi-
sory Services before tran-
sitioning into global man-
agement consulting. Since
2000, he has been associat-
ed with A.T. Kearney,
where he played a pivotal
role in expanding the
firm’s business in India. As
a Partner for over 17 years,
he led several high-impact
initiatives, including serv-
ing as the Global Leader
for Energy and Process In-
dustries, where he man-
aged a portfolio of major
global energy clients, in-
cluding international oil
and gas majors. He also
held the role of Managing

Director and Country
Head for A.T. Kearney In-
dia for five years and was
Chairman of India Busi-
ness until recently.
Kaushal has also chaired
the Finance and Audit and
Governance Committees
of the board, bringing ex-
tensive leadership in stra-
tegic planning, corporate
governance, and financial
management. With deep
expertise in oil and gas,
power, renewables, and
new energies, Kaushal has
been a trusted advisor to

India’s leading state- i

owned oil &amp; gas com-
panies, including HPCL,
Indian Oil, BPCL, and
GAIL, guiding them
through large-scale trans-
formation programs. He
has also provided strategic
counsel to global energy
firms, shaping key indus-
try initiatives.

. RBI appoints

new executive
director

{ Mumbai: The Reserve ':

Bank of India (RBI) on
Thursday said it has ap-
pointed Indranil Bhat-
tacharyya as executive di-

: rector (ED). ;
i As executive director,

Bhattacharyya will look
after the Department of
Economic and Policy Re-

! search, the RBI said in a

statement.

The appointment is ef-
fective from March 19.

Prior to his promotion
as ED, Bhattacharyya was
serving as Adviser in the
Monetary Policy Depart-
ment of the RBI.

Over a span of nearly

i three decades, he has o : 5 ; .
H i Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant chairs meeting of the Department of

Information Technology, Electronics & Communication on Thursday.

worked in the areas of
monetary policy, fiscal
policy, banking, and inter-

H national economic rela- :
: tions in the Monetary Pol-

icy Department,
Department of Economic
and Policy Research and
the International Depart-

: ment of the RBI.

He has also served as an
economic expert in the
technical office of the Gov-

i ernor at Qatar Central
i Bank, Doha, Qatar for 5 i

years (2009-14).
Bhattacharyya has a

postgraduate degree in

economics from Jawahar-

: lal Nehru University, New
i Delhi.

=
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Mumbai: Gujarat-based
bus passenger mobility
firm Chartered Speed on

i Wednesday said it has
bagged a contract to oper-

ate over 900 electric buses
by Convergence Energy

i Services Limited (CESL).

The company will pro-
cure, operate and maintain
these buses under the
Pradhan Mantri e-Bus
Sewa Scheme across 13 cit-

i iesinthree states, the com-
i pany said in a statement.

“The company aims to
serve more than 2.9 lakh
passengers daily and cre-
ate employment for over
2,000 people, contributing
to both the transportation
and job markets,” it said.

Chartered Speed intends
to supply and operate elec-
tric buses for intra-city
travel across 13 cities in the
states of Chhattisgarh, Ra-
jasthan, and Meghalaya.

The cities included
Raipur, Korba, Ajmer, Al-

war, Bikaner, Bhilwara,
Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kota,
Udaipur, and Shillong.

Sanyam Gandhi, Whole- :

Time Director, Chartered
Speed said that the com-
pany is transitioning its

fleet from ICE-powered :
vehicles to green fuel-pow-

ered buses.

Chartered Speed oper-
ates a fleet of over 1800
buses across Gujarat, Mad-

hya Pradesh, Odisha and :
-PTI

Assam.

GCCs in India expect

9.8 pc salary growth

i Mumbai: Global capabili-

ty centres (GCCs) in the
country are poised for 9.8
per cent salary growth
over the next 12 months, as

i organisations adapt to
i evolving talent demands

and navigate macroeco-
nomic challenges, a report

i said on Wednesday.

In India, GCCs are seen

{ as the top payers, outpac-

ing traditional IT services
in pay parity and growth,
and are expected to give 9.8
per cent salary growth
over the next 12 months,
'India's Talent Takeoff -
The GCC 4.0 Story' report
by digital talent solutions

i provider NLB Services
said.

"With India hosting over
55 per cent of the world's

: GCCs and projected to

. Gujarat firm to operate 900 E-Buses

reach a market size of USD
110 billion by 2030, these
centres have become criti-
cal nodes for organisations
seeking agility, cost effi-
ciency, and access to a vast
talent pool. This growth
trajectory is now translat-
ing into significant salary
increases for employees,
especially for specialised
skills which are command-
ing higher premiums than
ever before," NLB Services
CEO Sachin Alug said.
However, he said, de-
spite this strong momen-

tum, gender-based dispari-
ties still require attention,
with women earning ap-
proximately 75-85 per cent
of male salaries on aver-
age, a gap which further
widens at senior positions,
reflecting the limited rep-
resentation in leadership
roles.

The strong salary
growth spans across junior
and mid-level roles, fueled
by demand in fields like Al,
ML, Cloud Computing, and
Cybersecurity. On the con-
trary, senior roles are set
for modest increases as or-
ganizations prioritize cost
efficiency in leadership,
said the report.

Looking ahead, India's
GCC sector is expected to
grow at a compound an-
nual growth rate (CAGR)
of 9-12 per cent through
2030, and salaries are set to
grow exponentially, the re-
port added.

Bill Gates uses startup's pesticide sprayer

Chhatrapati Sambhaji-
nagar: Microsoft co-
founder Bill Gates has
tried his hand at a new pes-
ticide sprayer made by a
startup, creating a more
handy and efficient option
for farmers to help them
safely cover more crops at
a time.

The sprayer has been
designed by local engineer
Yogesh Gawande, who
formed a company in 2019
to manufacture the prod-
uct in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar.

The company has so far

sold more than 5,000 spray-
er units and generated 100-
plus direct and indirect job
opportunities, as per
Gawande.

Bill Gates tried his hand
at operating the sprayer at
the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI)
in New Delhi on March 17
in the presence of
Gawande.

"I first made the sprayer
as part of a project during
my engineering course,"
Gawande said a press meet
held at the Marathwada
Accelerator for Growth

and Incubation Council
(MAGIC) office here on
Wednesday.

With this sprayer, farm-
ers do not need to carry
heavy chemical tanks on

their back for spraying
pesticides. They can now
spray chemicals over four
rows of crops at the same
time with this innovative
device which is operated

on wheels, he said.

The height of the spray-
er'snozzles can be adjusted
till 12-14 feet to cover large
trees. The pressure of noz-
zles is adjustable and
hence, the crop is not dam-
aged due to the pressure,
Gawande said.

"IT'had earlier tried to sell
this sprayer on a highway
near Chittepimpalgaon
(Gawande's native village)
at Paithan in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar. Subse-
quently, I dropped the idea
to manufacture it further
because though the prod-

uct was applauded, it could :
not be converted into a i

business," he said.
Gawande said he later
received help from MAG-
IC, following which he
started his company.

"T am connected to the |

Gates Foundation. As Bill
Gates came to India, my
product was selected to be

presented before him. He

gave 5-7 minutes to us and
also tried his hand at the
sprayer. He asked multiple
questions on the sprayer's

functioning like a farmer," !
-PTI

Gawande said.
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“India's space
sector is on the

there is a need to
applications of

space technology
to drive economic

cusp of a significant
transformation but

scale up commercial

growth. It has to be brought into
the commercial domain.”

Former Chairperson, ISRO

S Somnath,
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No end
in sight
to war

FRESH ISRAELI STRIKES ACROSS

GAZAKILL58

By Wafaa Shurafaand
Samy Magdy

Deir-al-Balah: Israeli
strikes killed at least 58
Palestinians across the
Gaza Strip overnight and
into Thursday, according
to three hospitals.

The strikes hit multiple
homes in the middle of the
night, killing men, women
and children as they slept.

Israel resumed heavy
strikes across Gaza on
Tuesday, shattering a
ceasefire that had halted
the war and facilitated the
release of more than two
dozen hostages. Israel
blamed the renewed fight-

ing on Hamas because the
militant group rejected a
new proposal that depart-
ed from their signed
agreement.

More than 400 Palestin-
ians were Kkilled on Tues-
day alone, mostly women
and children, according to
Gaza's Health Ministry.
There have been no re-
ports of Hamas firing rock-
ets or carrying out other
attacks.

One of the strikes early
Thursday hit the Abu Daga
family's home in Abasan
al-Kabira, a village just
outside of Khan Younis
near the border with Isra-
el. It was inside an area the

Israeli military ordered
evacuated earlier this
week, encompassing most
of eastern Gaza.

Retake part of Gaza
corridor

Israel said Wednesday its
troops retook part of a cor-
ridor that bisects Gaza,
and its defence minister
warned that attacks would
intensify until Hamas frees
dozens of hostages and
gives up control of the
territory.

The military said it had
retaken part of the Netza-
rim Corridor that divides
northern Gaza from the
south, and from where it

UN worker killed in strike

Jorge Moreira da Silva, head of
the UN Office for Project Services,
declined to say who carried out
the strike in the central city of
Deir al-Balah. He said the blast
was not accidental or related to

demining activity.
He did not provide the

nationalities of those killed and

wounded.

Moreira da Silva said strikes had
hit near the compound on Monday
and struck it directly on Tuesday

said.

and again on Wednesday. He

said the agency had contacted
the Israeli military after the first
strike. “Israel knew this was a U.N.
premise, that people were living,
staying and working there,” he

Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, a military

spokesperson, said the explosion

was not caused by Israeli fire.

“There were no forces around that
building, no aerial attacks on that
area,” he said.

had previously withdrawn
as part of a ceasefire that
began in January.

That truce was shat-
tered Tuesday by Israeli
airstrikes that killed more
than 400 Palestinians,
mostly women and chil-
dren, according to the
Gaza Health Ministry.

The advances by Israel
on Wednesday — which in-
cluded sending more
troops to southern Gaza
— threatened to drag the
sides into all-out war.

Israel to order new
evacuations
instructions

Hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians who had fled
northern Gaza for the
south were prevented from
returning throughout the
war, until Israel withdrew
from Netzarim in January.
Many of them have since
returned. But Israel Katz,
the Israeli defense minis-
ter, said the military would
soon order Palestinians to
evacuate from combat
zones. Katz said Tuesday's
aerial bombardment “was
just the first step” in Isra-
el's plan to ratchet up the
pressure on Hamas to re-
lease the remaining hos-
tages and give up control
of Gaza.

Trump
escalates
action in

Yemen

TRUMP THREATENS HOUTHI
REBELS SAYING THEY'LL BE
"COMPLETELY ANNIHILATED' AS
AIRSTRIKES POUND YEMEN

Dubai: US President Don-
ald Trump threatened
Yemen's Houthi rebels on
Wednesday that they'll be
“completely annihilated”
as American airstrikes
pounded locations under
their control, while further
pressuring the group's
main benefactor Iran.
Strikes hit Sanaa, Yem-
en's rebel-held capital, as
well as their stronghold of
Saada in the country's
northwest on Wednesday
night, the Houthi's al-Mais-

rah satellite news channel
reported.

It also said strikes hap-
pened overnight Tuesday,
though the US military has
not offered a breakdown of
places targeted since the
airstrikes campaign be-
gan. The first strikes this
weekend killed at least 53
people, including children,
and wounded others.

As the strikes hit,
Trump wrote on his Truth
Social website that “tre-
mendous damage has been

Yemen'’s Houthis launch strikes in

Israel

Deir Al-Balah: The Israeli military says air raid sirens
have sounded in several areas of the country following
a missile attack from Yemen early Thursday.

In Jerusalem, several explosions were heard shortly
after the sirens sounded. There were no immediate

reports of injuries.

Yemen's Houthi group this week resumed missile
attacks following the collapse of Israel's ceasefire with

Hamas.

Police also reported sirens in central Israel in the 4 a.m.

attack.

The MADA rescue service says it has received no

reports of injuries.

Israel said Wednesday its troops retook part of a
corridor that bisects Gaza, and its defense minister
warned that attacks would intensify until Hamas
frees dozens of hostages and gives up control of the

territory.

The military said it had retaken part of the Netzarim
Corridor that divides northern Gaza from the south,
and from where it had previously withdrawn as part
of a ceasefire that began in January. That truce was
shattered Tuesday by Israeli airstrikes that killed more
than 400 Palestinians, mostly women and children,
according to the Gaza Health Ministry.

inflicted upon the Houthi
barbarians.”

“Watch how it will get
progressively worse — It's
not even a fair fight, and
never will be,” Trump add-
ed. “They will be complete-
ly annihilated!”

Meanwhile, Trump
again warned Iran not to
arm the Houthis, claiming
without offering evidence
that Tehran “has lessened
its intensity on Military
Equipment and General
Support to the Houthis.”

“Iran must stop the
sending of these Supplies
IMMEDIATELY,” he

wrote.

Iran had no immediate
response to Trump's post.

The Islamic Republic
has long armed the Hou-
this, who are members of
Islam's minority Shiite
Zaydi sect that ruled Yem-
en for 1,000 years until
1962.

Tehran routinely denies
arming the rebels, despite
physical evidence, numer-
ous seizures and experts
tying the weapons back to
Iran. That's likely because
Tehran wants to avoid
sanctions for violating a
United Nations arms em-
bargo on the Houthis.

The Houthi rebels at-
tacked over 100 merchant
vessels with missiles and
drones, sinking two vessels
and killing four sailors,
from November 2023 until
January this year when a
ceasefire began in Gaza.

The campaign also
greatly raised the Houthis'
profile in the wider Arab
world and tamped down on
public criticism against
their human rights abuses
and crackdowns on dissent
and aid workers.

Indian scholar in US

detained over Hamas ties

well as challenges to pro- i

New York: An Indian na-
tional enrolled as a post-
doctoral fellow in the US
has been detained by im-
migration authorities, said
a media report, less than a
week after a Columbia stu-
dent from India self-de-
ported following allega-
tions of activities
supporting Hamas.

Badar Khan Suri's law-
yer claimed that he is being
punished “because of the
Palestinian heritage of his
wife — who is a US citizen
— and because the govern-
ment suspects that he and
his wife oppose US foreign
policy toward Israel.”

Heis a former student of
Jamia Millia Islamia, New
Delhi.

Suri is currently a post-
doctoral fellow at the Al-
waleed Bin Talal Center
for Muslim-Christian Un-
derstanding at the Ed-
mund A Walsh School of
Foreign Service, George-
town University, Washing-
ton DC.

A report in Politico said
that Suri, who was study-
ing and teaching on a stu-
dent visa, has been “de-
tained by federal
immigration authorities
amid the Trump adminis-
tration's crackdown on stu-
dent activists whom the

government accuses of op-
posing American foreign
policy.”

According to his profile
on the website of George-
town University, Suri com-
pleted his PhD in Peace &
Conflict Studies from Nel-
son Mandela Center for
Peace and Conflict Resolu-
tion, Jamia Millia Islamia,
New Delhi in 2020.

He wrote his thesis on
"Transitional Democracy,
Divided Societies and Pros-
pects for Peace: A Study of
State Building in Afghani-
stan and Iraq" in which he
underlined the complexi-
ties involved in introduc-
ing democracy in ethni-
cally diverse societies; as

ject state building.

He has travelled exten-
sively in the conflict zones
of India, Pakistan, Balo-
chistan in Iran, Iran, Tur- i
key, Kurdish Areas in Tur-
key, Syria, Lebanon and its
southern region, Egypt

and Palestine.

Suri's detention comes ‘i
less than a week after Ran- :
jani Srinivasan, an Indian
i A group of Russian soldiers wave as they sit in a bus after being released in a

student at Columbia Uni-
versity, self-deported after
her visa was revoked for
allegedly “advocating for
violence and terrorism”
and involvement in activi-
ties supporting Hamas.
Srinivasan had entered
the United States on an F-1
student visa as a doctoral

at Columbia University,
the Department of Home-
land Security had said.

It added that Srinivasan
was “involved in activities
supporting” Hamas, a ter-
rorist organisation.

The Department of State
had revoked her visa on
March 5. The Department
of Homeland Security said
it has obtained video foot-
age of Srinivasan using the
Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) Home App to
self-deport on March 11.

-PTI

prisoners swap between Russia and Ukraine, at an unspecified location in Russia.

Pic: AP/PTI

Abuja: At least six people

i died near Nigeria's capital
{ Abuja after a trailer
student in Urban Planning

crashed into halted vehi-
cles and burst into flames,
police said Wednesday.
The accident happened
on a highway near the
Nyanya Bridge in Ayo,
around 10 kilometers (6
miles) from Abuja, after

the trailer, laden with ce-
i ment, lost control and
: rammed into 14 vehicles

that were stuck in traffic,
the Federal Capital Terri-
tory Police Command said
in a statement.

The police said six vic-
tims were pulled from the
wreckage and rushed to

the hosp1tal but were con-
firmed dead by medical
personnel on duty.

With the absence of an
efficient railway system to
transport cargo, fatal truck
accidents are common
along most major roads in
Nigeria, Africa's most pop-
ulous country.

In January, 98 people

were Killed in a gasoline
tanker blast in north-cen-
tral Nigeria, near the Sule-
ja area of Niger state, after
individuals attempted to
transfer gasoline from a
crashed oil tanker into an-
other truck using a genera-
tor. Some bystanders were
at the scene to scoop gaso-
line.

-AP

Russia, Ukraine
swap prisoners

Chernihiv region: Russia
and Ukraine said Wednes-
day they had each swapped
175 prisoners in one of the
largest exchanges since
the Russian full-scale inva-
sion started three years
ago.

“We are bringing back
soldiers, sergeants, and of-
ficers — warriors who
fought for our freedom in
the ranks of the Armed
Forces, the Navy, the Na-
tional Guard, the Territo-
rial Defense Forces, and
the Border Guard Service,”

: said Ukraine's President
i Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

The Ukrainian leader
said Tuesday that releas-

“Coalition of the
willing plan, led by
Britain and France, is
movingintoan
operational phase. But
it's unclear how many
countries are willing to
send troops, or
whether there will be
any ceasefire to
protect.”

Keir Starmer,
Prime Minister, UK

“We had a constructive
call about moving
toward a ceasefire
between Kyivand
Moscow. US must take
control of Ukrainian
power plants to ensure
their security. US could
be very helpfulin
running those plants
withits electricity and
utility expertise.”

Donald Trump,
President, US

ing all prisoners of war as
well as captured civilians
would be an important
step toward peace and
could help build trust be-
tween the two countries.
He has repeatedly called
for an “all-for-all” prisoner
exchange.

Warm reunions

Shortly after the exchange
took place near the north-
ern border of the two war-
ring countries, dozens of
anxious families rushed to
a hospital in Ukraine's
Chernihiv region set to re-
ceive the released
prisoners.

QUOTEOFTHEDAY |

“India and the
EU face evolving

require innovative
and collaborative

from each other's
experiences will
help us build

security threats that

solutions. Learning

more effective strategies for de-
radicalisation, rehabilitation, and

long-term prevention.”

Former Director General, NIA

Dinkar Gupta,

Platform for Indian-origin artist's

By Gurdip Singh

Singapore: Singapore and

Japan unveiled on Wednes-
day the world's deepest
ocean art installation com-
prising three metal cubes

i designed by the city state's
i leading Indian-origin art-

ist Lakshmi Mohanbabu.
Deployed 7 km below the

sea, the artwork is by Mo-

hanbabu, local tech firm

: NuStar Technology and
i Nanyang Technological

University (NTU) here.
“Singapore is now the
first country to have an art

installation 7,000 metres
beneath the ocean,” said a
media release from the
three partners in the
project.

The historic milestone,
part of Singapore's SG60
(60 years of independence)
celebrations was observed
on Wednesday at Gallery
ART NOW.

A tribute to all those im-
pacted by natural disas-
ters, these artworks were
installed near the Mariana
Trench off the coast of Ja-
pan by NuStar Technolo-
gies in December last year,

said the release.

Sharing her sentiments
about the project, Mohan-
babu said, “But beyond art,
this project holds a deeper
significance. It illuminates
global efforts to mitigate
challenges posed by natu-

ral disasters. While we
cannot avert nature's
wrath, we can honour
those impacted and high-
light the collective global
efforts to mitigate it."
"The ocean floor instal-
lation is a symbol of that

collective effort—a re-
minder of what we can
achieve when we come to-
gether for a greater cause,”
said Mohanbabu, aleading
artist, architect and leader
of the project.

Each of the three hollow
cubes is crafted from cor-
rosion-resistant stainless
steel, measuring 10 cm on
each side. There are five
sides for each cube, show-
casing the iconic “Univer-
sal Language of Symbols”
by Mohanbabu.

One of the cubes was
made using a new hybrid

manufacturing process de-
veloped by NTU.

To accommodate the art-
work, specially designed
cavities and holders were
incorporated into the
Long-Term Borehole Mon-
itoring System (LTBMS)
equipment bay frame.

The LTBMS was origi-
nally developed to monitor
seismic activity near tec-
tonic plate boundaries and
supports real-time data
monitoring for earthquake
and tsunami early warning
systems.

-PTI
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Truth Awaits

or nearly four years, the death of Disha Salian,
Fmanager of late actor Sushant Singh Rajput, has

remained a matter of intense speculation, whispers
and conspiracy theories. Now, in a new twist, her family has
approached the Bombay High Court, demanding a fresh
investigation into what they allege was no suicide but a
brutal murder orchestrated at the highest levels of politics
and entertainment. The petition names, among others, Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya Thackeray, scion of one of
Maharashtra’s most famous political dynasties. The
allegations are serious and it is high time for Thackeray to
come forward and clear the air, and not evade the questions
that refuse to go away.

Salian (28) was found dead on June 8, 2020, after falling
from the 14th floor of a high-rise building in Malad. Just six
days later, Sushant Singh Rajput was found dead in his own
apartment. The twin tragedies, which occurred under the
watch of Aaditya’s father - Uddhav Thackeray’s Chief
Ministership - set off a storm of speculation and political
mudslinging with an absence of definitive answers. The
Mumbai police quickly concluded that both deaths were
suicides. But questions persisted. Why was Salian’s
post-mortem conducted two days after her death? Why was
it not disclosed earlier that her body was found without
clothes? Why was the case hurriedly closed as an accidental
death without exhausting all forensic avenues?

The latest petition filed by Salian’s father alleges that she
was sexually assaulted and murdered, with a politically
motivated cover-up shielding the guilty. It demands the
transfer of the case to the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and the registration of an FIR against Aaditya
Thackeray. The petition further claims that Salian was in
possession of damaging information about a powerful
coterie of politicians, film industry figures and law enforce-
ment officials, making her a target. It alleges that forensic
and eyewitness evidence has been ignored or suppressed.

The Sena (UBT) predictably has dismissed the allegations
as politically motivated, accusing the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) of using the case as a tool to discredit
him. There is no doubt that politics is in play. But politics
does not negate the need for accountability.

For Thackeray, this case is no longer just about a legal
challenge but about his credibility. Silence, in such matters,
fuels suspicion. If he truly has nothing to hide, he should
welcome a thorough reinvestigation rather than dismiss it
as a conspiracy. Anything less will allow doubts to fester
and deepen public distrust.

The Mumbai police, too, must explain their actions. Their
handling of Salian’s case has been clumsy at best and
evasive at worst. The rushed conclusion of suicide despite
circumstantial evidence suggesting otherwise is precisely
what led to accusations of a cover-up.

The courts will decide whether the allegations against
Thackeray and others hold merit. But perception matters.
For a leader hoping to carve out a future beyond the shadow
of his father, Aaditya cannot afford to be seen as dodging
tough questions. He must cooperate fully with investigators
and make a clean breast of any involvement in order to
prove his innocence.
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odi-Jinping Bhai Bhai? - Trade,

Tariffs and the Ghosts of 1962

Ruddhi Phadke

onald Trump did not invent trade
Dwars, but his ongoing onslaught

of tariffs and geopolitical brink-
manship has forced nations - friends as
well as foes - across the world to rethink
their strategic footing. Nowhere is this
more apparent than in the uneasy tango
between India and China - two Asian gi-
ants with shared histories, deep suspi-
cions and economic ambitions. Let us
rewind to the winter of 1949, when Mao
Zedong stood atop Tiananmen Gate and
declared the birth of the People’s Repub-
lic of China.

Mao’s rise was a triumph of Marxist-
Leninist ideology, but it came at an enor-
mous human cost. His Great Leap For-
ward (1958-1962), an attempt at rapid
industrialization and collectivization,
resulted in one of the deadliest famines
in recorded history. His Cultural Revolu-
tion (1966-1976) upended China’s intel-
lectual and political class, sending thou-
sands of ‘bourgeois elements’ to labour
camps, leaving an indelible scar on the
nation’s psyche. Yet, despite economic
deprivation, Mao’s China was ideologi-
cally unified, exportingits brand of com-
munist insurgency beyond its borders.

How India and China’s
tangled past informs their
economic manoeuvring in
the age of Trump’s trade
wars.

India was not immune to the ideologi-
cal ripples emanating from Beijing. In
the late 1960s, inspired by Mao’s vision
of peasant uprisings, Naxalite rebels in
India’s eastern states launched a violent
insurgency that still simmers in remote
pockets of the country today. But Chi-
na’s involvement with India was not
merely ideological; it was also territori-
al. When Mao’s forces annexed Tibet in
1950, it was the first tremor in a geopoliti-
cal fault line that would culminate in
outright war.

By the early 1960s, India had em-
braced the idealism of Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, whose faith in diplo-
macy led to the now-infamous “Hindi
Chini Bhai Bhai” (Indians and Chinese
are brothers) slogan. This faith, howev-
er, was shattered in 1962 when China
launched a swift and brutal invasion into
Indian territory, occupying 40,000
square kilometers in Aksai Chin, a re-
gion that remains under Chinese control
today.

In Himalayan Blunder (1968), argua-
bly the most famous memoir to come out
of this humiliating defeat, Brigadier
John Parashuram Dalvi, who became a
prisoner-of-war in the early stages of the
conflict, revealed how India’s failure to
utilize its superior air force - a decision
made at the highest levels of govern-
ment - was one of the main causes of the
Chinese victory.

When questioned in Parliament about
the loss of territory, Nehru merely
quipped, “Not a fig leaf grows there.”
The indifference of Oxford-educated
Nehru to the ground realities of war left
a wound on India’s national psyche, one
that would fester for decades.

Fast forward to the present when the
world’s economic order is shifting under
the weight of American protectionism,
and Trump’s trade war with China and
other countries has set off a scramble
among global manufacturers. Beijing is
keenly aware of the potential
repercussions.

In this scenario, India is walking a

tightrope. While Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has projected himself as a
strongman capable of standing up to
China, his government is also aware of
the economic imperative to maintain a
functional relationship. The recent
thawing of rhetoric between New Delhi
and Beijing is not an act of ideological
convergence but of necessity. India, cop-
ing with its own Trump-imposed tariffs,
has been hedging its bets - deepening
defence deals with Washington while
simultaneously exploring free trade
agreements with the European Union.
China, in turn, has responded with un-
characteristic warmth, lauding Modi’s
diplomatic pragmatism.

At a psychological level, this court-
ship evokes uncomfortable historical
echoes. In the months preceding the 1962
war, Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai made
a high-profile visit to India, and the ‘Hin-
di Chini Bhai Bhai’ slogan had reached
fever pitch.

The betrayal that followed in form
China’s invasion was a moment of na-
tional humiliation that we still have not
quite come to grips with. The scars of
1962 run deep, and they resurface every
time India faces off against China -
whether in the high-altitude standoff at
Doklam in 2017 or the deadly skirmishes
in the Galwan Valley in 2020.

However, India in 2025 is not the India
of 1962. Its military is better equipped,
its leadership less naive and its econom-

ic aspirations more pronounced. The
global stage, too, is vastly different.
Trump’s America has jettisoned its post-
Cold War role as a stabilizing force, leav-
ing nations to fend for themselves in an
increasingly volatile economic land-
scape. Washington’s preoccupation with
China’s rise has made India a convenient
counterweight, but New Delhi knows
better than to be a pawn in someone
else’s game. Modi’s strategy appears to
be one of cautious engagement - leverag-
ingthe U.S.-China rivalry to extract con-
cessions from both sides while avoiding
direct entanglement.

In the long run, the question remains:
Can India and China put aside their his-
torical baggage for sheer economic prag-
matism? The potential is undeniable for
together, they account for nearly 40 per-
cent of the world’s population and wield
enormous economic clout.

It is tantalizing to think if the Indo-
China relationship transforms from that
of uneasy coexistence to genuine part-
nership, can overtures of friendship be
met with the cautious refrain of Modi-
Jinping Bhai Bhai?

Until then, the world must contend
with an awkward reality: Modi and Xi
Jinping may exchange diplomatic pleas-
antries, but the specter of Mao and
Nehru still loomslarge. And in the shad-
ow of that history, every overture of
friendship is met with the cautious re-
frain—Modi-Jinping Bhai Bhai?

A Reset in the Indian Ocean

ast year, India-Maldives rela-
I tions appeared to be at their
nadir. The newly elected Pres-
ident Mohamed Muizzu’s initial
pro-China stance, coupled with the
lingering echoes of the “India Out”
campaign, raised concerns in New
Delhi about the future of its tradi-
tionally warm ties with Malé. How-
ever, the trajectory of 2025 suggests
a marked improvement in bilateral
relations, buoyed by mutual strate-
gic necessities and historical
interdependencies.

The Maldives’ former President
Mohamed Nasheed, in a recent dis-
cussion at the Raisina Dialogue,
succinctly captured the island na-
tion’s predicament when he said
that the safety, security and pros-
perity of the Maldives depended on
keeping good relations with India.
His remarks underscored an endur-
ing reality that New Delhi remains
Malé’s most reliable partner in
times of crisis.

Muizzu’s early days in office were
marked by tensions with India. His
administration distanced itself
from the country’s long-standing
security partnership with New Del-
hi, seeking to reduce the Indian
military’s footprint in the archipel-
ago. This shift was widely perceived
as a tilt towards China, which has
been increasing its influence in the
Maldives through infrastructure
investments albeit at the cost of sig-
nificant debt distress.

Yet, the need for developmental
assistance, economic stability, and
crisis management brought New
Delhi back into the picture. The
Maldives’ Foreign Minister
MoosaZameer had explicitly dis-
tanced his government from the
‘India Out’ campaign that had been
championed by former President
Abdulla Yameen. This was rein-
forced by Defence Minister Ghassan
Maumoon’s visit to India, where he
acknowledged New Delhi’s consist-

After a rocky diplomatic
year, India and the
Maldives are finding
common ground again.

ent role as the Maldives’ first re-
sponder in times of crisis.

For decades, India has extended
military, economic and humanitar-
ian aid to the Maldives, irrespective
of the political dispensation in
Malé. When mercenaries attempted
a coup in 1988, India swiftly
launched ‘Operation Cactus’ to re-
instate the legitimate government.
Following the 2004 Asian tsunami,
India provided substantial relief
aid. In 2014, under Yameen’s rule,
New Delhi had dispatched potable
water when Malé’s only desalina-
tion plant suffered a fire accident —
this, despite his anti-India stance.
More recently, during the COVID-19
pandemic, India delivered medical
supplies and extended $250 million
in financial aid to the Maldives
when tourism, its economic lifeline,
collapsed.

These instances illustrate why
Maldivian leaders eventually gravi-
tate back towards India. A recent
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between the two nations will
facilitate further High Impact Com-
munity Development Projects
(HICDPs), reinforcing India’s long-
term role in Maldivian
development.

Beyond economic and develop-
mental cooperation, defence rela-
tions are also stabilizing. India has
agreed to replace its military per-
sonnel operating aerial platformsin
the Maldives with civilian experts.
Simultaneously, India has reaf-
firmed its commitment to strength-
ening the Maldives’ defence capa-
bilities, announcing a $4 million
grant for supplying essential equip-

1 AT e S iy 1
ment to the Maldivian National De-
fence Force (MNDF).

The timing of these developments
is crucial, given China’s continued
attempts to entrench itself in the
Indian Ocean region. During a re-
cent visit to Malé, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi emphasized fast-
tracking key infrastructure pro-
jects, particularly in housing and
road construction. His visit, while
symbolic of Beijing’s growing influ-
ence, lacked a strategic security
component, indicating that Malé is
maintaining some distance when it
comes to deeper military engage-
ment with China.

Unlike its assertive stance against
Chinese encroachments elsewhere
in South Asia, India has opted for
quiet diplomacy and strategic pa-
tience in dealing with the Maldives.
By ensuring a smooth transition in
the defence arrangement and con-
tinuing its developmental initia-
tives, India has reinforced its indis-
pensable role without appearing
overbearing.

This approach seems to be yield-
ing results. The recalibration of
ties, characterized by renewed de-
fence cooperation and economic col-
laboration, suggests that the worst
of last year’s turbulence is behind
them. If recent months are any in-
dication, the Maldives understands
the perils of over-reliance on Bei-
jing and the value of sustaining a
cooperative relationship with India.
For India, patience and continued
engagement appear to be the most
effective strategies in ensuring that
its smallest maritime neighbour re-
mains within its strategic fold.

A Perpetual Inferno

fresh wave of violence in Ma-
Anipur’s Churachandpur dis-

trict has once again exposed
the deep fault lines in the state’s eth-
nic landscape. Clashes between the
Hmar and Zomi communities erupt-
ed just two days after their leaders
signed a peace agreement, under-
scoring the futility of diplomatic ef-
forts in the face of long-standing
animosities. The unrest, which left
one dead and several injured, is only
the latest flare-up in a state that has
been in turmoil since May 2023,
when fighting between the Kuki-Zo
tribes and the dominant Meitei com-
munity plunged Manipur into chaos.
Despite government interventions,
curfews, and appeals for calm, vio-
lence continues to simmer.

The immediate spark for the re-
cent clashes was the attempt by a
Zomi group to hoist their commu-
nity flag. Hmar groups opposed the
move, arguing that it would deepen
ethnic divisions rather than promote
unity. The disagreement quickly
turned into street battles, with mobs
pelting stones, torching vehicles,
and firing shots. The situation had
already been volatile following an
earlier attack on Hmar Inpui general
secretary Richard Hmar by suspect-
ed Zomi assailants, which had led to
the imposition of a curfew. That re-
strictions and a peace deal failed to
prevent further bloodshed speaks to
the fragility of the region’s security
apparatus and the deep-seated mis-
trust among its communities.

A state of barely three million
people, the divide between the val-
ley-dwelling Meiteis who dominate
the political and economic landscape
and the hill tribes (comprising the
Kuki-Zo, Zomi and Hmar groups)
has caused decades of conflict in Ma-
nipur. While the Meiteis constitute
around 53 percent of the population,

Despite fresh
agreements, tribal
tensions continue
to engulf Manipur,
exposing deeper
political failures.

they control most of the land in the
Imphal Valley and have historically
held disproportionate political pow-
er. The hill tribes, who together
make up about 40 percent of the

population, have resented their ex-

clusion and have often agi-
tated for greater
autonomy.

The latest bout of vio-
lence stems from the %
broader battle for
ethnic and territori-
al assertion. The
Kukis and Zomis,
despite their
shared ances-
try, have had a
strained rela-
tionship, espe-
cially over
representa-
tion in local
governance.
The demand
for a separate

administrative region for the Kuki-
Zo people has deepened tensions, as
different subgroups within this
broad identity struggle for political
dominance. The Hmar community,
traditionally allied with the Kukis,
has found itself increasingly at odds
with the Zomis over influence in
Churachandpur.

This internal fragmentation
among tribal groups comes against
the backdrop of a larger, more de-
structive war between the Kuki-Zo
groups and the Meiteis. Since May
2023, over 250 people have been
killed and thousands displaced in a
paralyzing ethnic conflict. The vio-
lence was triggered by the Meiteis’
demand for Scheduled Tribe status,
which would have given them great-
er access to land and government
benefits, a move fiercely opposed by
the Kuki-Zo tribes.

Manipur’s governance has col-
lapsed under the weight of these
crises. The resignation of Chief
Minister N Biren Singh last month
and the subsequent imposition of
President’s Rule have left the state
without an elected government.

With
the as-
sembly
* suspend-
-~ ed until

2027, deci-
sion-making

R " = in Delhi, whose
- = 1S ability to navigate
L, - " =~ -+ Manipur’s com-
+ .~ plex ethnic terrain

remains in doubt.

The central govern-
ment has deployed security
forces, imposed curfews and held
high-level talks, but none of these
measures have translated into last-
ing stability.

The six MLAs from Churachand-
pur and Pherzawl districts, who re-
leased a joint statement urging
peace, represent a political class that
appears increasingly powerless to
prevent violence.

The indefinite shutdown an-
nounced by the Zomi Students’ Fed-
eration following the clashes signals
that anger on the ground is far from
subsiding.

The real danger is that Manipur
inits current trajectory is becoming
ungovernable. With ethnic militias
controlling large swathes of terri-
tory, and the state machinery re-
duced to issuing appeals for peace,
the region is in a state of de facto
partition. Unless there is a political
breakthrough, perhaps in the form
of a federal restructuring that
grants the hill tribes greater auton-
omy while ensuring Meitei interests
are protected, Manipur’s bloodshed
will continue.
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Péople play with colours as they
celebrate the festival of Rang
Panchami in Indore on Wednesday.

Miss Universe 2024 Victoria Kjeer
Theilvig during a press conference
in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Tourists take boat rides at the
Naini Lake in Nainital on

Wednesday.

52-year-old elephant named
Sunitha of the Kodanad Elephant
Sanctuary camp being bathed in
the Periyar River by the priests in
Kochi on Wednesday.

Tribal artists during the 'Bastar
Pandum 2025', a festival organised
to showcase tribal art and culture
at Jagdalpur in Bastar district of

Chhatisgarh on Thursday.

All Pictures: PTI, AP

ussia's seizure of the Crimean
RPeninsula from Ukraine ex-

actly 11 years ago on March
18, 2014, was quick and bloodless,
but it sent Moscow's relations with
the West into a downward spiral un-
seen since the Cold War.

It also paved the way for Russia's
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022, during which Moscow an-
nexed more land from the war-torn
country. A look at the diamond-
shaped peninsula in the Black Sea,
coveted by both Russia and Ukraine
for its naval bases and beaches:

Why is Crimeaimportant?
Crimea's unique location makes it a
strategically important asset, and
Russia has spent centuries fighting
for it. Crimea was home to Turkic-
speaking Tatars when the Russian
empire first annexed it in the 18th
century. It briefly regained inde-
pendence as a Tatar republic two
centuries later before being swal-
lowed by the Soviet Union.

In 1944, Soviet dictator Josef Sta-
lin deported nearly 200,000 Tatars,
or about a third of Crimea's popula-
tion, to Central Asia, 3,200 kilome-
tres to the east. Stalin had accused
them of collaborating with Nazi
Germany — a claim widely dis-
missed by historians. An estimated
half of them died in the next 18
months of hunger and harsh
conditions.

Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev
transferred the peninsula from Rus-
sia to Ukraine in 1954, when both
were part of the USSR, to commem-
orate the 300th anniversary of the
unification of Moscow and Kyiv. In
1991, when the Soviet Union col-
lapsed, the peninsula became part
of newly independent Ukraine.

Russia kept a foot in the door,
however: Its Black Sea Fleet had a
base in the city of Sevastopol, and
Crimea — as part of Ukraine — con-
tinued to host it.

Sevastopol also was a preferred
holiday destination for Nicholas II,
the last Russian czar. The southern
town of Yalta was a prime holiday
destination in Soviet times, with
many sanatoriums there. It drew
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worldwide renown when Stalin, US
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and
British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill met there in 1945 to dis-
cuss the fate of Germany and Eu-
rope after World War II.

For Kyiv, Crimea had been a stra-
tegic asset, too. By the time Russia
annexed itin 2014, it had been a part
of Ukraine for 60 years and had be-
come part of the country's identity.

What happened after

annexation of Crimea?

Putin has called Crimea “a sacred
place,” and has prosecuted those
who publicly argue it is part of
Ukraine. Repressions against the
Crimean Tatars continued under
Putin, despite Moscow's denials of
discrimination. They strongly op-
posed the annexation, and an esti-
mated 30,000 of them fled the penin-
sula between 2014 and 2021.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy vowed to retake it and
said that Russia “won't be able to
steal” the peninsula.

Russia's relations with the West
plummeted to new lows. The United
States, the European Union and
other countries-imposed sanctions
on Moscow and its officials.

Weeks after the annexation, fight-
ing broke out in eastern Ukraine
between pro-Kremlin militias and
Kyiv's forces. Moscow threw its
weight behind the insurgents, even
though the Kremlin denied support-
ing them with troops and weapons.
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Why Is Crimea Coveted by
Both Russia and Ukraine?

Russian hard-liners later criti-
cised Putin for failing to capture all
of Ukraine that year, arguing it was
easily possible at a time when the
government in Kyiv was in disarray
and its military in shambles.

The fighting in eastern Ukraine
continued, on and off, until Febru-
ary 2022, when Putin recognised the
two war-torn Ukrainian regions of
Donetsk and Luhansk as independ-
ent states and several days later
launched a full-scale invasion of
UKkraine.

What role does Crimea play in

Russia's war in Ukraine?

In its assault on Ukraine, Moscow
deployed troops and weapons to
Crimea, allowing Russian forces to
quickly seize large parts of south-
ern Ukraine in the first weeks of the
war.

Before the invasion, Zelenskyy
focused on diplomatic efforts to get
Crimea back, but after Russian
troops rolled across the border, Kyiv
started publicly contemplating re-
taking the peninsula by force.

The peninsula soon became a bat-
tleground, with Ukraine launching
drone attacks and bombing it to try
to dislodge Moscow's hold on the
territory. The attacks targeted the
Russian Black Sea Fleet there, as
well as ammunition depots, air
fields and Putin's prized asset — the
Kerch Bridge linking Crimea to Rus-
sia, which was struck in October
2022 and again in July 2023. -AP

Why US Targeted
Houthi Rebels?

he United States under Presi-
Tdent Donald Trump has

launched a new campaign of
intense airstrikes targeting Yemen's
Houthi rebels.

The recent strikes killed at least
53 people, including children, and
wounded others. The campaign is
likely to continue, part of a wider
pressure campaign by Trump now
targeting the Houthis' main bene-
factor, Iran, as well.

How it all started

The Houthi rebels attacked over 100
merchant vessels with missiles and
drones, sinking two vessels and kill-
ing four sailors, from November
2023 until January this year. Their
leadership described the attacks as
aiming to end the Israeli war against
Hamas in the Gaza Strip.

The campaign also greatly raised
the Houthis' profile in the wider
Arab world and tamped down on
public criticism against their hu-
man rights abuses and crackdowns
on dissent and aid workers.

Why US targeted Houthis

before?

Under former President Joe Biden,
the US and the United Kingdom be-
gan a series of airstrikes against the
Houthis starting in January 2024. A
December report by The Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Studies
said the US and its partners struck
the Houthis over 260 times up to that
point.

US military officials during that
period acknowledged having a far-
wider target list for possible strikes.

While the Biden administration
didn't go too far into explaining its
targeting, analysts believe officials
largely were trying to avoid civilian
casualties and not rekindle Yemen's
stalemated war, which pits the Hou-
this and their allies against the
country's exiled government and
their local and international allies,
such as Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates.

The Trump administration, how-
ever, appears willing to go after
more targets, based on the week-
end's strikes and public remarks

made by officials.

“We're doing the entire world a
favour by getting rid of these guys
and their ability to strike global
shipping,” US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio told CBS News' “Face
The Nation” on Sunday. “That's the
mission here, and it will continue
until that's carried out.”

Rubio added: “Some of the key
people involved in those missile
launches are no longer with us, and
I can tell you that some of the facili-
ties that they used are no longer
existing, and that will continue.”

Impact on wider Mideast?

In two words: More attacks.The
Houthis said last week they'll again
target “Israeli” ships travelling
through Mideast waterways like the
Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea, be-
cause of Israel's blocking of aid to
the Gaza Strip. No rebel attack tar-
geting commercial shipping has
been reported as of Monday
morning.

However, the new US campaign
likely could inspire Houthi attacks
at sea or on land beyond American
warships. The rebels previously tar-
geted oil infrastructure in Saudi
Arabia and the UAE, two countries
deeply involved in Yemen's war
since 2015.

Gulf Arab countries "will dis-
tance themselves from ongoing hos-
tilities but now face threats to their
major oil infrastructure. The Hou-
this will want to hit President Don-
ald Trump where it hurts, oil
prices.”

Meanwhile, the Houthis likely

will expand their possible targets
for ship attacks, meaning shippers
will continue to stay out of the re-
gion, said Jakob P Larsen, the head
of maritime security for BIMCO,
the largest international associa-
tion representing shipowners.

The stand of Iranians?

Iran long has armed the Houthis,
who are members of Islam's minor-
ity Shiite Zaydi sect, which ruled
Yemen for 1,000 years until 1962.
Tehran routinely denies arming the
rebels, despite physical evidence,
numerous seizures and experts ty-
ing the weapons back to Iran.

That's likely because Tehran
wants to avoid sanctions for violat-
ing a United Nations arms embargo
on the Houthis.

The Houthis now form the strong-
est group within Iran's self-de-
scribed “Axis of Resistance.” Oth-
ers like Lebanon's Hezbollah and
the Palestinian militant group Ha-
mas have been decimated by Israel
after the October 7, 2023 attack by
Hamas that sparked Israel's war of
attrition in the Gaza Strip.

Allied Shiite militias in Iraq
largely have kept their heads down
since the US launched retaliatory
attacks last year over a drone attack
that killed three American troops
and injured at least 34 others at a
military base in Jordan.

While Iranian state television
aired footage of civilian casualties
from the weekend strikes in Yemen,
top political leaders stayed away
from suggestion Tehran itself
would get involved in the fight. -AP
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Team India to get
Rs 58 cr cash reward

New Delhi: The BCCI on
Thursday announced a
cash reward of Rs 58 crore
for the Indian cricket team
that won the ICC Champi-
ons Trophy earlier this
month in Dubai.

The Rohit Sharma-led
India defeated New Zea-
land by four wickets in the
final to grab their third
Champions Trophy title.

The financial windfall
will cover the players,
coaching and support staff
and members of the men's
selection committee head-
ed by Ajit Agarkar. The
Board did not give a break-
up of the reward in its
statement.

"Winning back-to-back
ICCtitlesis special and this
reward recognises Team
India's dedication and ex-
cellence on the global
stage," said BCCI president
Roger Binny in a release.

Binny said the Champi-
ons Trophy triumph is a
testament to India's strong
cricketing eco-system.

"This was also our sec-
ond ICC Trophy in 2025, fol-
lowing the ICC U19 Wom-
en's World Cup triumph
and it highlights the strong
cricketing ecosystem in
place in our country," he
said.

In fact, it was India's
third ICC trophy in the last
eight months as they had
won the last year's T20
World Cup, beating South
Africa in the final.

BCCI secretary Devajit
Saikia said the victory jus-
tified India's top-ranking in
white ball formats.

"Their dominance in
world cricket is a result of
years of hard work and
strategic execution. This
victory has justified India's
top ranking in white-ball

cricket, and we are sure the
team will continue to excel
in the years to come," said
Saikia.

India dominated the
Champions Trophy from
the start, registering four
commanding victories en
route to the final.

India began their cam-
paign with a solid six-wick-
et win over Bangladesh,
then secured a convincing
six-wicket triumph against
Pakistan.

They continued their
momentum with a 44-run
victory over New Zealand
before overcoming Aus-
tralia by four wickets in the
semifinal.

"The dedication and
commitment shown by the
players have set a new
benchmark, and we are
confident that Indian crick-
et will keep raising the bar
on the global stage," Saikia

added.

BCCI vice-president Ra-
jeev Shukla said Indian
players displayed excellent
composure under pressure
during the ICC marquee
event.

"The players exhibited
remarkable composure un-
der pressure, and their suc-
cess is an inspiration to
aspiring cricketers across
the country.

"The team has once
again proved that Indian
cricket is built on a strong
foundation of skill, mental
toughness, and a winning
mentality," he said.

Prabhtej Bhatia, the
BCCI treasurer, and joint
secretary Rohan Gauns De-
saitoo lauded the team and
said the governing body
will continue to work to-
wards strengthening the
cricketing infrastructure
in the country. -PTI

PCB to bericher
by USD 10 million

Lahore: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)

on Thursday claimed
that it is set to earn
approximately USD

10 million as profit by
hosting the Champions
Trophy, where the
Indian team emerged
champion.

PCB spokesperson,
Aamir Mir and Chief
Financial Officer

(CFO) Javed Murtaza
addressed media
following reports

that Board had
suffered financial
losses by hosting the
ODI tournament and
spending enormous
amounts on upgrading
stadiums in Karachi,
Lahore and Rawalpindi
for the event.

"All expenses for the
tournament were
covered by the ICC," Mir
said adding that the
PCB generated revenue
through gate money and
ticket sales.
"Additionally, after

the audit, we expect

to receive another Rs 3
billion from the ICC," he
added.

He also claimed that PCB
had initially targeted Rs
2 billion in earnings from
the Champions Trophy,
but they surpassed this
goal.

He also claimed that the
PCB's total revenue for
the 2023-24 fiscal year
reached Rs 10 billion.

A poster of Kolkata Knight Riders put up at Eden Gardens ahead of the
opening ceremony of the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025 cricket tournament

in Kolkata on Thursday.

Pic: PTI

WTC 2025-27 Cycle
Bonus point system to

be pondered over

New Delhi: The Interna-
tional Cricket Council
(ICC) is likely to ponder
over a new bonus points
system during its board
meeting in April which
could give more weightage
to bigger victories, espe-
cially overseas, during the
next World Test Champi-
onship cycle.

The 2025-27 WTC cycle
will begin with India's five-
match away Test series
against England in June.

As per the prevailing
rules, the team winning by
the smallest margin or by
an innings gets 12 points,
six points for a tie and four
points for a draw.

But this could see a
change as the global gov-
erning body, as per a re-
port in Telegraph, is con-
sidering awarding bonus
points for innings victories
or for a win above a certain
big margin such as 100
runs.

"In fact, issues such as

giving bonus points for in-
nings wins etc has been in
continuous discussion
from the beginning of the
WTC, as many teams felt
that due weight is not get-
ting for wins against big
teams," a source close to
the development told PTI.

"So, such topics have
been a part of discussions,
and this could again come
up for deliberations," he
said.

But this could now
change as the ICC might
bring in bonus points for
landslide wins, and extra
points could be given to
victories over frontline
teams such as India, Aus-
tralia and England, as per
their rankings.

“Yeah, it's a good move if
it really happens. The
teams will be more moti-
vated to go for results, as
we could see some exciting
games,” a former India
player told PTI on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The ICC is also mulling
giving extra points for
wins away from home.
“Yeah, it will be a motivat-
ing factor for, you know,
those ‘smaller' teams,
Look, when New Zealand
beat India last year, it was
a historic win for them as
not many teams came here
and beat us. But they did
not get any extra points for
it."

“While winning away
from home in itself can act
as a motivating factor, now
the teams will have that
carrot in front of them —
extra points, if it really
happens,” he added.

Other than this, the ICC
board meeting might also
consider the two-tier Test
system.

“It needs a lot of discus-
sion before putting into
practice as some teams
might feel deprived of reg-
ular chances to play
against strong teams like
India or Australia.

Rajawat, Muthuswamy
in second round

Basel: India's Priyanshu
Rajawat entered the pre-
quarterfinals of the men's
singles event of the Swiss
Open Super 300 badminton
tournament with a
straight-game win over lo-
cal player Tobias Kuenzi
here.

Rajawat, ranked 35th in
the world, beat Kuenzi 21-
10 21-11 in just 29 minutes
in an opening round match
late on Wednesday to set
up a clash with Toma Jun-
ior Popov of France.

S Sankar Muthuswamy
Subramanian also pro-
gressed to the next round,
beating Magnus Johan-
nesen of Denmark 21-5 21-
16. He will face second seed
Anders Antonsen of Den-
mark later on Thursday.

But it was curtains for
Kiran George in the men's
singles as helost 21-18 17-21
10-21 against Rasmus
Gemke of Denmark in the
opening round.

Sindhu ousted
Two-time Olympic medal-
list and seventh seed PV
Sindhu's poor run contin-
ued as she crashed out in
the opening of the women's
singles event, losing 17-21
19-21 against lower ranked
Julie Jakobsen of
Denmark.

In another all-Indian
women's singles first
round match, Anupama
Upadhyay beat Anmol
Kharb 21-14 21-13 to set up
a clash against fourth seed
Putri Kusuma Wardani of
Indonesia.

Sathish Kumar Karuna-
karan and Aadya Variyath
also progressed to the sec-
ond round of the mixed
doubles event, beating Al-
gerian duo of Tanina Vio-
lette Mammeri and Koceila
Mammeri 21-15 22-20. PTI

The Indian duo will next
play Chinese Taipei's

Kuang Heng Liu and Yu :

Chieh Jheng.

. Tour de

France
returning to

UKin 2027

Paris: Britain will host
the Grand Départ of both
the Tour de France and
the women's version of the
race in 2027, organisers
said.

It will be the 28th time
that the Tour de France
starts from a foreign coun-
try, and the first time since
2014 — when the Tour be-
gan in the Yorkshire re-
gion — that Britain hosts
the start of cycling's big-
gest race. The 2007 Tour
started in London.

For the Tour de France
Femmes, it will be the first
time holding stages in
Britain, with the start lo-
cation to be announced
later.

The men's and women's
races will take place on
different dates.

Full details of the route
have yet to be announced
but organisers revealed on
Wednesday that the men's
Tour de France will begin
in Edinburgh, Scotland.
There will be stages in
England and Wales, too.

When the Tour depart-
ed from Yorkshire, the
event drew enormous
crowds.
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New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon plays cricket at Wankede

Stadium in Mumbai.

Pic: PTI

Swimming Championship in India

New Delhi: India will host
the 11th Asian Swimming
Championship at
Ahmedabad's Naranpura
Sports Complex from Octo-
ber 1 to 15, the national
federation announced on
Thursday.

Swimmers from Japan
and South Korea are ex-
pected to compete at the
continental meet, marking
the event's first-ever edi-
tion in the country.

"We have received in-

principle approval from

the Gujarat government
and Asia Aquatics. The
MoU is in its early stages
and should be signed by
March or mid-April,"
Swimming Federation of
India Secretary-General
Monal Chokshi told PTI.

The 10th Asian Age
Group Championships in
2019 was the last interna-
tional swimming event
hosted by India.

The championship will
feature swimming, diving,
artistic swimming, and wa-

ter polo.

Ahmedabad remains
central to India's 2036
Olympic bid, with the
Naranpura Sports Com-
plex — set for completion
next month — designed as
an Olympic-standard ven-
ue for multiple sports, in-
cluding swimming and
wrestling.

The national junior
championship will serve as
a test event for the Asian
Championship.

-PTI

Riyan to lead RR

in three IPL games

By Kushan Sarkar

New Delhi: Rising star Ri-
yan Parag will lead Ra-
jasthan Royals in their first
three IPL games asregular
captain Sanju Samson has
been told to avoid wicket-
keeping duties by the BCCI
due to a finger surgery,
which means that he will
only be available as a bat-
ter in these games.
Samson's finger was
fractured after a Jofra
Archer delivery hit him
during the T20 Interna-
tional against England in
Mumbai, following which
he had to undergo a minor
surgery last month.
While he has been
cleared to bat, it is under-
stood that medical and
sports science teams at the
BCCI's Centre of Excel-
lence in Bengaluru have
told to give his fingers
some more rest before he
starts keeping wickets.
Parag (23) will have the
distinction of being one of
the youngest captains in
IPL. Virat Kohli holds the
top position in that list hav-
ing captained Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru as a
22-year-old.
"Rajasthan Royals have

i announced that Riyan Par-

ag will lead the team for
the first three matches of
IPL 2025," RR said in a
statement.

"The young all-rounder
will take charge in the
opening fixture against
Sunrisers Hyderabad on
March 23, followed by
home encounters against
defending champions Kol-
kata Knight Riders on
March 26 and five-time
champions Chennai Super
Kings on March 30," the
franchise stated.

Samson, an integral
part of the Royals set-up,
will remain a key contribu-
tor with the bat till he gets
cleared for wicket-keeping
and fielding. He will return
as captain once fully fit and
could be used as an impact
substitute in these three
games.

The Royals management
explained why the Assam
cricketer got the nod ahead
of another exciting and in-
ternationally more experi-
enced Yashasvi Jaiswal.

"Rajasthan Royals' deci-
sion to hand Riyan the cap-
taincy underscores the
franchise's confidence in
his leadership, a skill he
has demonstrated through
his tenure as Assam's do-
mestic captain.

Khelo India Para Games open with blitz

New Delhi: Sports Minis-
ter Mansukh Mandaviya on
Thursday inaugurated the
second edition of the Khelo
India Para Games here and
lauded the country's para-
athletes for showing steely
resolve despite the many
challenges they face.

Over 1300 athletes will
compete for the top hon-
ours in the Games that will
conclude on March 27. Par-
ticipants include several
high-profile para-athletes
like Paris Paralympics
gold-medallist archer Har-
vinder Singh, club thrower
Dharambir, and Khel Rat-
na-winning high Jumper

Praveen Kumar.

"Khelo India slowly and
steadily established its im-
portance. Today when I am
here witnessing these ath-
letes, I see the fire in their
eyes, I see the belief. It is
indeed in the right direc-
tion," Mandaviya said dur-
ing the opening ceremony
of the Games here.

"It has made the nation
believe, it has made the PM
believe that these games,
the platform has enabled us
to showcase our talent and
we will not disappoint any-
one," he added.

Mandaviya cited India's
Paris Paralympics perfor-

mance to highlight the pro-
gress made in para-sports.
India won 29 medals in the
French capital last year, in-
cluding seven gold, nine
silver and 13 bronze
medals.

"The biggest example of
it is the Paris Paralympics
performance of these ath-
letes. These athletes may
have seen something taken
away from them but they
have never let it stop them,"
Mandaviya said referring
to the often tragic circum-
stances that have resulted
in disability for the
athletes.

"I want to wish everyone

good luck, do well. I now
declare the Khelo India
Para Games 2025 open," the
minister added.

The event started with
Paris bronze-medallist
sprinter Simran Sharma,
who is partilally blind, Khel
Ratna awardee Praveen Ku-
mar, Paris gold-winning
shuttler Nitesh Kumar, and
two-time Paralympics med-
al-winning runner Preethi
Pal handing over the
Games torch to the sports
minister.

Also present was Union
Minister of Social Justice
and Empowerment Viren-
dra Kumar.

Artists perform during the opening ceremony of the Khelo India Para Games 2025 in New Delhi on
Thursday.

Pic: PTI




