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Siddique

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh
native Shiv Kumar Gau-
tam, an absconding suspect
in politician Baba Sid-
dique’s Kkilling in Mumbai,
had taken to posting online
content in recent months,
flaunting his “gangster”
status.

“Yaar tera gangster hai
jaani (your friend is a gang-
ster)” Gautam had cap-
tioned his photo post on his
Instagram account on July
24. The photo showed him

Fam|Iy members mourn the death of NCP leader and former Maharashtra
Minister Baba Siddiqui at his ancestral village Manjha in Gopalganj district of

Bihar on Monday.

on a motorcycle as a Hary-
anvi song played in the
background.

Gautam hails from Gan-

dara village in Bahraich
district of Uttar Pradesh,
where locals and police
said he had no criminal his-

Copsscanmngplacesofworshlp

Bhopal: Mumbai Police’s
search for a suspected
shooter wanted in the
Baba Siddique murder
case continued for the sec-
ond day on Monday in
Madhya Pradesh with joint
teams focusing on the plac-
es of worship in Ujjain and
Khandwa districts, officers
said.

A team from Mumbai
Police reached MP on Sun-
day, a day after Siddique
was shot dead in the mega-
polis, to trace suspected
shooter Shivkumar Gau-
tam, who is on the run.
Suspected “handler”
Mohd Zishan Akhtar is
also wanted in the case.

Ujjain and Khandwa are
famous for the famous Ma-

hakal and Omkareshwar
temples which attract
thousands of people every
day.

Mumbai Police are
joined by their counter-
parts in MP to pick up the
trail of the accused shoot-
er, who hails from Bahra-
ich in Uttar Pradesh.

Queried whether the
runaway shooter is a reli-
gious person who may
turn up at these famous
temples, a police official
evaded a direct reply, say-
ing police are also moni-
toring other places.

Khandwa is not far from
Amravati and Jalgaon in
Maharashtra.

“A team of Mumbai Po-
lice in collaboration with
MP police is looking for the
accused who hails from
Bahraich in Uttar Pradesh.
They suspect he might be
hiding in MP and search-
ing him in Ujjain district
and Omkareshwar (in
Khandwa district),” a po-
lice officer told PTI on
Sunday.

Pic: PTI

tory. They added that he
had gone to work at a scrap
shop in Maharashtra’s
Pune.

Another post of his on
July 8 was captioned “Sha-
rif baap hai # (expletives)
hum nahin”. On May 26, he
posted a brief video of a
city skyline along with
background music from
“KGF”, a film about a mer-
cenary, with its dialogue
“powerful people make
places powerful”.

Interestingly, the num-
ber of Gautam'’s followers
on Instagram has nearly
doubled almost overnight
-- from 299 on Sunday to 504
on Monday.

His mother, Suman, had
expressed shock and disbe-
lief over the police’s claim
that Gautam was among
those involved in the sensa-
tional killing of Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) lead-
er and former lawmaker
Baba Siddique (66) at Kher
Nagar in Mumbai’s Bandra
area, just outside his son
Zeeshan Siddique’s office,
on Saturday night. Baba
Siddique was rushed to the

Lilavati Hospital, where he
was declared dead.

Suman told the media
that her son had last visited
her in Gandara during
Holi. She had claimed that
after the visit, Gautam left
for Pune in the first week of
April.

Gautam’s Instagram
profile showed his last post
on the social media plat-
form was on August 4,
when he had posed for a
photo on a motorcycle.

Aposton April 10 showed
him working at a ware-
house, packing orders. The
video was captioned “yeh
kam karte hain hum order
ready karne ka”. His other
posts largely carried cryp-
tic messages about heart-
break while one was about
religious pride.

In all, the Instagram ac-
count of the accused has 33
posts, beginning May 20,

Siddique was laid to rest
on Sunday night with state
honours.

Suspect flaunted‘gangster’status

Akhtar faces nine
criminal cases: Police

Chandigarh: The Pun-
jab Police on Monday said
Mohammad Yasin
AKkhtar, one of the sus-
pects in the killing of
Baba Siddique, is facing
nine heinous criminal
cases, including for mur-
der and attempt to
murder.

Akhtar (21) is a resi-
dent of Shankar village
in Jalandhar's district,
police said.

A police official in Ja-
landhar said nine cases
are registered against
Akhtar alias Jessi alias
Sikandar at different po-
lice stations.

He is facing serious
charges, such as murder,
attempt to murder and
dacoity, Nakodar Deputy

Superintendent of Police
Sukhpal Singh said.

He added that Akhtar
is facing two criminal
cases in Haryana's
Kaithal as well.

Akhtar was arrested in
a criminal case in June
2022. He had not visited
his village after he came
out of jail in June 2024,
police said.

Akhtar is suspected to
have links with gangster
Vikram Brar.

His father Mohammad
Jamil Akhtar, who was
engaged in the work of
laying marble and tiles,
and brother were not
found in the village and
their house was found
locked. Akhtar's mother
and sister have died.

Accused Kashyap not a minor

By Correspondent

Mumbai: The Mumbai po-
lice had gone to Pune
searching for Shubham
Lonkar, a co-conspirator in
the Baba Siddique murder
case but could not find him.
So they arrested his
28-year-old brother Pravin
for his alleged involvement
in the crime, an officer
said.

Pravin is the third sus-
pect to be arrested in this
case so far.

Siddique (66), a NCP
leader, was waylaid by
three persons at Nirmal
Nagar in Bandra area just
outside his MLA son Zee-
shan Siddique’s office and
shot at on Saturday night.

He was rushed to the Lila-
vati Hospital where he was
declared dead.

A crime branch officer
said Pravin and Shubham
“enlisted” two alleged
shooters - UP resident
Dharmaraj Rajesh Kashy-
ap and Shivkumar Gau-
tam. While Gautam is on
the run, police have arrest-
ed Kashyap and another
alleged shooter, identified
as Gurmail Baljit Singh
(23), a native of Haryana.
A Mumbai court on Sunday
remanded Singh in police
custody till October 21 and
ordered a bone ossification
test on Kashyap after he
claimed he was a minor.
The ossification test was
conducted in which it was

proved Kashyap is not mi-
nor. He was produced be-
fore the court and sent to
police custody till October
21. The Police have recov-
ered two pistols and 28 live
bullets from the two appre-
hended shooters.

The Mumbai police are
also verifying a social me-
dia post, attributed to a
purported member of the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang,
owning up to the murder of
Siddique.

The crime branch was
also probing various an-
gles, including a possible
contract killing, business
or political rivalry or threat
over a slum rehabilitation
project, according to
officials.

Nurse booked for stealing valuables

Thane: The Thane police have registered a case against
a nurse for allegedly stealing valuables worth Rs 2.21
lakh from an elderly patient she was caring for, an

officer said on Monday.

Based on a complaint, the police on Saturday registered
a first information report against Pooja Zhanke (27),
who was hired through a nursing bureau to look after a
74-year-old woman after she underwent heart surgery,
the officer from Wagle Estate police station said.

The complaint states that Zhanke was hired to provide
round-the-clock care to the woman from October 2 to
October 11, during which she allegedly stole cash and
gold from the victim’s house by distracting her, he said.

The official said no arrest has been made, and a probe is H

underway.

Teen commits svicide

Thane: A 15-year-old girl from Thane district allegedly
consumed poison after being scolded by her mother for
spending too much time on the mobile phone and died
during treatment, police said on Monday. The girl,
resident of Ambernath area, consumed a rat poison on
September 26. She was then rushed to a local hospital.
As her condition became critical, she was shifted to a
hospital in Mumbai where she died on October 2. Based
on the medical report, the police on Saturday registered

a case of accidental death.

Four-year-old sexually assaulted

Pune: A man allegedly sexually assaulted his four-year-
old neighbour in a slum in the Mundhwa area of Pune.
The child’s parents are labourers and were friends with
the 32-year-old accused, who frequented their house, an
official said. “On Sunday afternoon, the girl’s parents
were not home, and she was left in her elder sister’s
care. The accused visited their house and took the girl

to his place,” he said.

When the child’s mother returned home, she asked her
elder daughter to bring her back. The girl then told the
mother about the assault, the official said.

The woman confronted the accused, who fled and has

been absconding.

Toll waiver to benefit around 4.80 lakh vehicles in MMR area

“Ajit Pawar
has already
announced
Rajesh Patil’s
name. In such
a case, the Goa
CM saying such
things is not
appropriate.

| am sure Ajit
Pawar will

apprise the BJP about this.”

Five sugar mills recommended
for loans worth Rs 815tr

: By Correspondent

i Mumbai: As part of the
i pre-election exercise, the
i Mahayuti government in
i the state has started finan-
i cial empowerment of lead-
i ersinitsfold and as part of
! this exercise five coopera-
! tive sugar mills have been
i recommended to National

Co-Operatives Develop-
ment Corporation (NCDC).
According to officials

from the Co-Operatives de-
i partment, four mills from

Kolhapur district and one
from Ahmednagar district

i have been recommended to
i NSDC for a loan of Rs 815
crore. Incidentally Chair-

men of all the mills are

: with the Mahayuti.

According to the infor-

i mation received from the

CoOp dept officials, the
Chhatrapati Rajaram sug-

i ar mill at Kasba-Bawda in
¢ Kolhapur district which is
i controlled by former BJP
{ MLA Amal Mahadik has
i been recommended for a
i loan of Rs 176 crore, while
i former MLA Chadradeep
i Nakre’s Kumbhi-Kasari
i sugar mill has been recom-
i mended for aloan of Rs 164
i crore. Former MP Sanjay
i Mandlik’s sugar mill in
i Kolhapur district has been
¢ recommended for a loan of
i Rs 150 crore while BJP

Hassan Mushrif,
Leader NCP

{ Mumbai: Maharashtra
Government on Monday
¢ announced a complete toll
¢ waiver for light motor vehi-
i cles entering Mumbai at all
¢ five booths, with effect from
i October 14 midnight. The
: decision will benefit around
i 4.80 lakh vehicles in the
{ MMR region that cross
i these toll points every day,
i asenior CMO officer said.

The state government

has not given the financial
¢ implications of the decision
i even as it announced a
! committee under Chief
i Secretary to look into the
i issuesrelated to compensa-

leader Vivek Kolhe S sugar
mill in Ahmednagar dis-
trict has been recommend-
ed for Rs 125 crore. The fifth
sugar mill that has been
recommended belongs to
the first independent MLA
to lend support to Eknath
Shinde government, MLA
Rajendra Patil-Yadravkar.
It is expected to receive
over Rs 200 crore in loan
from the
corporation.

Co-Operative Minister
Dileep Walse-Patil defend-
ed the decision. “Sugar

mills play a crucial role in H
development of the rural :
economy hence wetooneed

to ensure that their issues
are addressed timely. We
have recommended NCDC

to grant loans to the five

sugar mills. The state gov-
ernment has also extended
guarantee for the loans,

which means if they don’t :

repay the loans the state
government shall bare the
brunt. This is being done to
give impetus to the rural
economy. Since the Sugar
mills are finally all about
farmers,” he said.

national

Gym trainer
booked for
rape

temple, a Mumbai police of-
ficer said on Monday.

i The trainer’s parents too
i were booked for refusing to
i accept the victim as their
¢ huge relief for passengers

daughter-in-law, he added.

The Vakola police station
i official identified the ac-
i cused as gym trainer Sid-
i dhant Tambe, his mother
Minakshi and father
i Eknath Shinde announcing

Manoj.

"They were booked on
i the complaint of the :
31-year-old victim. She had
come to Mumbai recently :
i was supposed to come into

with her son. As per the

complainant, the gym
trainer, after befriending :
her, symbolically married :
i cash-strapped transport
: body a revenue of Rs 70
i cept her in their house- i

her in a temple. However,
his parents refused to ac-

hold," he said.

"She found that Siddhant
had consumed poison and
was hospitalised. But when
she went there he refused :
i to speak to her. Based on
i her complaint, he was
charged with rape and the
i MSRTC is allowed by the
i es of the Bharatiya Nyaya
i Sanhita,” the officer :
i added.

parents under other offenc-

~ MSRTC withdraws
passenger fare hike

Mumba1 The Maharash-

! tra State Road Transport
Mumbai: A 20-year-old :
il | gym trainer wasbookedfor :
i allegedly raping a woman
i after "marrying" her in a :
i ed during the Diwali sea-
¢ son, officials said.

Corporation (MSRTC) on
Monday cancelled the pro-

i posed 10 per cent fare hike

scheduled to be implement-

The fare hike cancella-

! tion, announced ahead of

the assembly elections, is a

opting to travel in state

transport buses during the
: festive season.

The MSRTC decision co-
incides with Chief Minister

an exemption from paying

the toll to light motor vehi-

cles entering Mumbai.
Initially, the revised fare

effect between October 25
and November 24 which
could have fetched the

crore to Rs 80 crore.

The state-owned public
transport corporation had
already issued a circular to
all regional heads asking to
stop the implementation of
the proposed fare hike, the

i official said.

Traditionally, the

state government to raise
the fare during the festive

¢ season every year, and the

tion to be given to the Ma-
harashtra State Road De-
velopment Corporation
(MSRDC) that handles all
issues related to toll roads
in the state.

The move to abolish toll
comes ahead of the upcom-
ing state assembly polls,

The opposition criticized the
decision of toll waiver with Shiv
Sena MP Priyanka Chaturvedi
callingita“desperate measure”
before the state assembly
elections. “Desperate measure
just hours before the election
code of conduct shows that
Mahajhoothi government

knows theirdays are numbered,
so try and salvage whatever
little they can to save
themselves from the public’s
wrath. Also because it hasbeen
under severe fire for the
absolute and total collapse of
law and order,” she posted on
X.

likely to be announced in a
day.

The toll waiver is expect-
ed to bring relief to people
travelling in and out of
Mumbai ahead of Diwali.
Commuters will be able to
travel without paying toll at
the five booths - Dahisar,

“Just like Ladki Bahin came at
the back of a defeat, this toll
decision comes at the back of
an impending defeat,”
Chaturvedisaid.

MNS chief Raj Thackeray,
whose party workers have on
many occasions vandalised toll
booths, welcomed the decision

15,000

No of buses in the
MSRTC fleet

55 lakh
No of daily MSRTC
passengers
Rs 80 crore
The amount
MSRTC expected as
revenue from the
fare hike

hike typically translates
into 10 per cent.

said the corporation's new-
ly-appointed chairman
Bharat Gogawale recently
signed a proposal for the
scheduled hike in fare. The
recommendation was, how-

tralaya, the state secretari-
at. "The cancellation of the
proposed fare revision will
put a financial burden on
MSRTC as it has to pay Rs

40 crore in bonus to eligible
i Maoists have surrendered
i before the Gadchiroli po-
i lice since 2022 due to the
! intensified anti-Maoist op-
i erations, police said.

employees before Diwali,
apart from settling staff
dues," he said. Last Diwali,
MSRTC implemented a 10
per cent fare hike between
November 8 and 27.

Naxal couplewith
Rs10lakh bounty
. surrenders Gadchiroli

Gadchiroli: A Naxalite
i couple carrying a bounty
i of Rs 10 lakh surrendered
i before the security forces
i in Maharashtra's Gadchi-
i roli district on Monday, an
i official said.

Varun Raja Muchaki

i alias Unga (27) and Rosha-
i ni Vijya Wachami (24)
! turned themselves in be-
i fore police and the Central
i Reserve Police Force
i (CRPF), arelease issued by
: the office of the superin-
tendent of police said.

Unga was the command-

i er of the Bhamragadh
i LOS, and Wachami was a
{ member of the Bhamra-
i gadh LOS, it said.

A senior MSRTC official :
i Unga has 15 offences in his
i name, of which 10 are en-
i counters, and he carried a
i bounty of Rs 8 lakh. Wa-
i chami has 23 cases to her
! name, including 13 en-
ever, turned down by Man-
i Rs 2 lakh. The couple will
i receive Rs 11.5 lakh as per
i the government's rehabili-
i tation policy, it was
i stated.

According to police,

counters and a reward of

At least 27 hardcore

LBS Road-Mulund, Eastern
Express Highway-Mulund,
Airoli Creek Bridge and
Vashi. Light motor vehi-

Mumbai daily, of which 80
per cent are light motor ve-
hicles, a CMO official said.

cles include cars, jeeps,
vans, auto-rickshaws,
taxis, delivery vans and
small trucks. More than
six lakh vehicles cross

to waive the toll for light motor
vehicles. “Congratulations to
my “Maharashtra” soldiers. We
fought hard for the demand for
transparency in toll
transactions. We were criticised
for vandalising the toll booths
but now every Mumbaikar can
travel toll-free,” he said.

CHANGE OF NAME

| Ravindrakumar Nathuram
Borhade Residing 106,
Sonchafa Chs. Near Ambika
Nagar, Ambernath Badlapur
Road, Belavali, Badlapur (W),
Thane 421503 Changed My
Name to Ravindra Nathuram
Borhade as per Maharashtra
State Government Gazette No.
(M-2429277)  Dtd. 2/5/2024

Ravindrakumar Nathuram Borhade

(Signature By Old Name)
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Nobel prize for economics
announced

minister’s aides

Armed man arrested near
Trump’s rally

.. PgEDS

By Abhijit Mulye

Mumbai: While terming
the decision to exempt light
motor vehicles from toll tax
at Mumbai Entry Points
(MEP) Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde described
the scheme as “Mukhya
Mantri Ladka Pravasi Yo-
jana” (CM favourite travel-
ler scheme). He also said
that this was a long-stand-
ing demand and as an MLA
he had even staged demon-
strations to push for the
demand. He however fell
short of telling the people
what prevented the govern-
ment from making the deci-
sion earlier.

“There had been a long-
standing demand to end the
toll tax at all the five Mum-
bai Entry Points. The toll
collection process leads to
traffic snarls on these entry
gates and leads to more pol-
lution. Hence, abolition of
toll had been in demand for
a long time. As an MLA 1
too had staged demonstra-
tion and even moved court
against the toll collection,”
the CM told reporters.

“I am happy today that
the decision we have made

at an Annapurna Yojana event.

shall benefit lakhs of com-
muters that include people
from middle class also. This
shall save time and fuel and
save the people from pollu-
tion. This shall help people
not just from Mumbai and
surrounding areas but
from across the Maharash-
tra who come to Mumbai,”
he said.

However, what he didn’t
tell today was why did the

decision took so long.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) under Deven-
dra Fadnavis had promised
a “toll free” state in the
party manifesto before the
2014 assembly elections.
However, after the govern-
ment was formed, PWD —
the department that looks
after the collection of toll
tax went to the Shiv Sena.
Incidentally, Eknath Shin-

Inside story on Shinde’s
delayed toll tax waiver

Chief Minister Eknath Shinde with Dy CMs Ajit Pawar and Devendra Fadnavis

Pic: PTI

de was given charge of the
PWD department back
then. So, it was much under
his control to waive off the
toll. However, it took him
almost 10 years and the de-
cision was made only in the
last few days of his
government.

Why would he have

doneso?
According to a former offi-

cial with the Maharashtra :

Road Development Corpo-
ration (MSRDC) Shinde
had put up a proposal of
scrapping the toll tax in the
first meeting itself. Howev-

er, then Managing Director :
of MSRDC Radheshyam :

Mopalwar had advised

Shinde against abolition of :

toll tax. “It will be akin to
cutting the branch of the
tree in the Sheikh Chilli
story,”
pered in Shinde’s ears.
The official had contend-
ed that toll is the one of the

plum sources of theincome

for the state government
and keeping such sources
in hand yields much power
in the government. Shinde

obeyed the advice and :
didn’t do much on the front

except doing away with
some of the toll plazas on

non-prime routes across :

the state.
According to Union Min-

istry for Road Transport :
and Highways, the income

from tolls for Maharashtra
is expected to be around Rs

1.401akh crore by theend of :

2024. One can imagine the
political power this much
of money can buy.

Mopalwar whis- i
: inginaccordance with rules

Opp boycott
Wagf meeting

i New Delhi: Several opposi- :
i tion MPs on Monday boy-

cotted a meeting of the par-
liamentary committee

i examining the Wagqf
i (Amendment) Bill, alleging :

that the panel is not func-

i tioning in accordance with
i rules and regulations.

Opposition MPs, such as
Gaurav Gogoi and Imran

i Masood of the Congress, A :
i Raja of the DMK, Arvind :

Sawant of the Shiv Sena
(UBT), AIMIM's Asaduddin
Owaisi, Samjwadi Party's
Mohibbullah and Sanjay

Singh of the Aam Aadmi
Party, stormed out of the :

meeting and expressed

strong sentiments against :
i its proceedings.

The Joint Committee of
Parliament, which is exam-

ining the Bill, is not function-
: fairs (MEA) and was told

and regulations, Sawant told
reporters. He and some oth-

er MPs charged that person-

al allegations were allowed
to be levelled against senior
opposition members like
Congress president Mall-

ikarjun Kharge by a person :
who was deposing before the

committee.
The opposition members

held a separate meeting :
: later to decide their next :

course of action, with a

couple of them suggesting :
that they may approach the

Lok Sabha speaker.
The committee headed

i by veteran Bharatiya Ja- :
: nataParty (BJP) MP Jagda- :

mbika Pal continued with
its proceedings.

India shaps
diplomatic ties
with Canada

New Delhi: India on Mon-
day announced withdraw-

i ing its high commissioner

and other "targeted diplo-
mats and officials" from
Canada after strongly dis-
missing Ottawa's allegations
linking the envoy to an in-
vestigation into the killing
of Sikh extremist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, in a major
downturn in already frosty
ties between the two
nations.

India's decision came

i shortly after the Canadian

Charge d'Affaires Stewart
Wheelers was summoned to
the Ministry of External Af-

bluntly that the baseless
"targeting" of Indian High
Commissioner Sanjay Ver-
ma and other diplomats and
officials was "completely
unacceptable".

New Delhi described the
charges against Verma as
"concocted" and "preposter-
ous imputations" and as-
cribed the allegations to the
"political agenda of the
Trudeau government that is
centred around vote bank
politics".

Inits statement, the MEA
said India received a "diplo-
matic communication from
Canada yesterday suggest-
ing that the Indian High
Commissioner and other
diplomats are 'persons of

interest' in a matter related
to an investigation in that
country".

The Canadian Charge
d'Affaires (CDA) was sum-
moned by MEA's Secretary
(East) Jaideep Mazumdar
and it was underlined to him
that in an atmosphere of ex-
tremism and violence, the
Trudeau government's ac-
tions "endangered" the safe-
ty of Indian diplomats and
other officials.

"We have no faith in the
current Canadian govern-
ment's commitment to en-
sure their security. There-
fore, the government of
India has decided to with-
draw the high commissioner
and other targeted diplo-
mats and officials," the MEA
said in a statement.

"It was also conveyed that
India reserves the right to
take further steps in re-
sponse to the Trudeau gov-
ernment's support for ex-
tremism, violence and
separatism against India," it
said. The Washington Post,
quoting unnamed Canadian
officials, reported that Can-
ada on Monday ordered six
Indian diplomats to leave
the country, including Ver-
ma and the top consular of-
ficial in Toronto.

Verma and other officials
will return from Canada in
the next few days. -PTI

Siddique

Mumbai: The conspiracy
to kill NCP leader and for-
mer Maharashtra minister
Baba Siddique was hatched
in Pune and shooters were
provided with a photoand a
flex banner for the target
identification, police said
on Monday.

Mumbai crime branch
probing the sensational
murder of the 66-year-old
politician exposed the al-
leged role of Pune-based
Pravin Lonkar and his
brother Shubham Lonkar
in the plot.

"The motive behind the
killing will be ascertained

once the wanted accused
are arrested," a police offi-
cial said. Police have identi-
fied the Lonkar brothers as
the key figures in the crime.
The duo allegedly financed
the shooters, coordinated
logistics, and orchestrated
meetings leading up to the
attack.

Pravin worked at a dairy
owned by Shubham, where
they recruited shooters
Shivkumar Gautam and
Dharmaraj Kashyap, who
had connections to a nearby
scrap shop.

The conspiracy took
shape over several meet-
ings, with promises of sub-
stantial payment upon suc-
cessful execution of the
plan. The shooters received
an advance of Rs 50,000
each. They purchased a mo-
torcycle to conduct recon-
naissance on Siddique's
routine and his residence,
officials said.

Pravin Lonkar is accused
of drafting two shooters to
target Siddique and identi-
fied by police as a "co-
conspirator."Police have so
far arrested three persons

rl*— ;1
|

The suspects in Baba Siddique’s murder case from L-R; Gurmail Singh,
Dharmaraj Kashyap, Pravin Lonkar and Mohammad Yasin Akhtar

- Gurmail Baljit Singh (23),
a resident of Haryana,
Dharmaraj Rajesh Kashyap
(19), a native of Uttar
Pradesh -- both alleged
shooters - and Pravin
Lonkar.

Police have widened the
dragnet for suspected "han-
dler" Mohammad Yasin
Akhtar and Gautam, who
allegedly pumped bullets
into Siddique's chest.

The investigation dis-
closed that it was Gautam
who called Kashyap, a resi-
dent of Uttar Pradesh, to

work with him in Pune
three months ago, the police
official said.

Subsequently, Gautam
relocated to Vinoba Bhave
Nagar locality in Kurla in
Mumbai in September 2023
and started staying on rent.
He roped in Singh in the
conspiracy, he said.

All three shooters- Singh,
Kashyap, and Gautam-
were paid Rs 50,000 each
upfront. They purchased a
bike to conduct a recce of
the office of Baba Siddique
and his routine, the official

said.

The trio constantly re-
mained in touch with their
handlers on their mobile
phones until Saturday night
when Siddique was fatally
shot. Gautam initiated
firing on Siddique while
Kashyap and Singh stood
behind him. Kashyap was
carrying some spray which
he used on Siddique after he
was shot.

While Kashyap and Sin-
gh were arrested from the
spot in Bandra, Gautam
fled, the police official said.

Prima facie, Shubham
Lonkar had posted on Face-
book, attributing the attack
to the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang. This post has since
been deleted, but screen-
shots have circulated wide-
ly. The Mumbai Police are
now coordinating with so-
cial media platforms to
trace the origins of the post.

The investigation also
disclosed that Shubham
Lonkar provided the shoot-
ers with firearms and am-
munition. He was incarcer-
ated in a separate arms case
registered against him in
Akola district in January.

Police have confiscated
two pistols, 28 live rounds,
and four mobile phones
from the suspects, which
are being analysed for fur-
ther insights into the con-
spiracy, the official said.

The crime branch is try-
ing to identify the persons
with whom the Lonkar
brothers were in touch.

As the investigation un-
folds, the crime branch is
exploring all possible con-
nections, including ties to
the Bishnoi gang, as some

suspects have prior affilia-
tions. Over 15 teams are :
now deployed across vari-
ous states to gather i

intelligence.

"We are investigating all :
possible angles, including
the involvement of the Law- :
rence Bishnoi gang," the of-
ficial said, adding that the i
persons involved in the :
crime were assigned par- i
i uation. Thackeray has a

On the possibility of :
Mumbai Police questioning :
Lawrence Bishnoi, current-
ly lodged in the Sabarmati :
Jail, the official said a pro- :
posal had been sent to the
Home Department for his i
custody in a case registered
i been a serious concern for

Meanwhile, localsin Vin- |
oba Bhave Nagar area's Po- !
lice Patel Chawl, where the !
accused persons had rented
a house, were shocked by :
the incident. Recounting
their experiences with the
suspects, they said Singh
used to stand in front of his :
rented flat and smoke ciga- !
rettes, drawing complaints :
for untidiness. He used to
-PTI

ticular tasks.

earlier.

speak in English.

Uddhav
hospitalised
for heart
ailment

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackeray
was hospitalised to the Re-
liance Hospital on Monday
for a detailed medical eval-

history of angioplasty and
is currently undergoing
tests to assess potential ar-
terial blockages in his
heart, with an angiogra-
phy anticipated as the next
step in his evaluation.
Thackeray’s health has

the past few years, particu-
larly for cardiovascular
issues. In 2016, he under-
went angiography at the
Lilavati Hospital in Mum-
bai, which was a follow-up
to an earlier angioplasty
performed on July 20, 2012,
where doctors inserted
eight stents to address
multiple blockages in the
three major heart
arteries.

India seeks to strengthen economic, cultural relations at SCO

By Kaswar Klasra

Islamabad: India’s Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar is scheduled to visit
Pakistan on Tuesday to at-
tend the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO)
Heads of Government
(HoG) meeting. This visit,
the first by an Indian for-
eign minister to Pakistan
since the late Sushma
Swaraj's visit in 2015, comes
at a time of frosty bilateral
relations between the two
nuclear-armed neighbours.
While no formal bilateral
meetings between India and
Pakistan are planned dur-
ing this visit, Jaishankar’s
presence at the summit
highlights the importance
of multilateral diplomacy,
regional security, and In-

dia’s strategic interests
within the SCO
framework.

This visit also plays a key
role in India’s broader for-
eign policy, as the country
navigates its complex rela-
tionships within Asia, par-
ticularly with China and
Pakistan. At the same time,
India continues to balance
its role in both Eastern and
Western-led global initia-
tives. Jaishankar's presence
in Islamabad extends be-
yond mere optics; it reflects
India’s ambitions to
strengthen its influence in
Central Asia, improve re-
gional security, and lever-
age multilateral platforms
like the SCO to further its
national interests.

This diplomatic visit is
significant due to the long-

standing tensions between
India and Pakistan, which
have been strained by cross-
border terrorism, territori-
al disputes, and a lack of
direct engagement in recent
years. India has maintained
that it will not engage in bi-
lateral talks with Pakistan
until cross-border terror-
ism is addressed. The ab-
sence of formal talks during
this visit reaffirms India's

stance while demonstrating
its commitment to multilat-
eral diplomacy.

India views the SCO as an
important platform for en-
gagement with Central
Asian countries, strength-
ening its counterterrorism
efforts, and securing energy
supplies. Founded in 2001 by
China, Russia, and four
Central Asian nations, the
SCO has evolved from a re-

gional security forum intoa
broader organization focus-
ing on issues like counter-
terrorism, trade, and eco-
nomic cooperation. India
and Pakistan became full
members in 2017, adding a
new layer of complexity to
the organization’s internal
dynamics.

For India, Central Asia
holds strategic importance
due to its rich natural re-
sources, including oil, gas,
and uranium. These re-
sources are vital for India's
energy security, as the
country imports over 85 per
cent of its energy needs.
Central Asia's reserves offer
an opportunity for India to
diversify its energy supply,
reducing its dependence on
the volatile Middle East. Ka-
zakhstan, the world’s larg-

est producer of uranium, is
particularly critical to In-
dia’s civilian nuclear pro-
gram, while Turkmeni-
stan’s vast natural gas
reserves can help meet In-
dia's growing energy
demands.

India’s participation in
the SCO aligns with its
broader foreign policy of
multi-alignment, which
seeks to maintain relation-
ships with both Eastern and
Western powers. India’s ac-
tive role in organizations
like the SCO, BRICS, and
the Quad demonstrates its
ability to engage with di-
verse geopolitical group-
ings. While the Quad is of-
ten seen as an anti-China
coalition focusing on the
Indo-Pacific, the SCO allows
India to work with China

and Russia on regional is-
sues, particularly security
and counterterrorism.

This multi-alignment ap-
proach reflects India's ambi-
tion to emerge as a global
leader, capable of balancing
different geopolitical blocs
and navigating competing
interests. The SCO offers
India an avenue to engage
with its traditional rivals
while pursuing its economic
and security objectives.

of the key aspects of In-
dia’s engagement with the
SCO is its participation in
the Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS), which
focuses on counterterror-
ism efforts. For India, which
has faced terrorism threats
from its western borders,
involvement in RATS is cru-
cial for intelligence sharing,

coordinating counterterror-
ism activities, and address-
ing security challenges.
With the rise of extremist
groups in Central Asia, par-
ticularly after the U.S. with-
drawal from Afghanistan,
the region’s security has
become a priority for the
SCO, making India’s partici-
pation even more
important.

In addition to economic
ties, India has sought to
strengthen cultural and his-
torical links with Central
Asia, leveraging its shared
Buddhist heritage to en-
hance diplomatic relations.
Initiatives focused on tradi-
tional medicine, Buddhist
sites, and agricultural coop-
eration highlight India’s use
of soft power in its foreign
policy.
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Hong Kong: China’s ex-
ports slowed sharply in
September as global de-
mand weakened, adding to
worries over how to re-
charge growth in the
world’s second-largest
economy.

China’s leaders have
been struggling to rev up
the economy since the
COVID-19 pandemic
ended.

The US and Europe re-
cently raised tariffs on
China’s exports of electric
vehicles and other prod-
ucts, darkening the out-
look for China’s trade as
an engine of growth. The
weak growth in imports
reflects slack demand,
partly due to a prolonged
slump in the property in-
dustry, a major driver of
sales of all sorts of
products.

Other data released
Monday showed weaken-
ing in inflation and falling
wholesale prices for manu-
facturers. Policy-
makers in Beijing have
announced a slew of meas-
ures to boost the economy,
including frontloading 200

China’s exports
sharply in September

i ly due to higher food prices,
i according to official data :

USD 81.7 billion -

China’s trade surplus in
September

USD 91 billion -

China’s trade surplus in
August

billion Yuan (USD 28.2 bil-
lion) from next year’s
budget for spending and
construction projects.

Over the weekend, Fi-
nance Minister Lan Foan
reiterated that the govern-
ment is considering still
more moves to drive faster
growth.

But Lan and other offi-
cials have not yet delivered
stimulus on the scale econ-
omists say is needed to pull
the economy out of its

1':'..:5!;‘

El
-
-
-
-
-
-

funk. So far this year, up to
the end of September, Chi-
na’s exports have risen 4.3
per cent year-on-year,
helped by increased ship-
ments of autos, which rose
more than 20 per cent, ac-
cording to a report by ING
Economics. But overall
exports are slowing.
“With this engine of
growth stalling, other ar-
eas of the economy such as
investment and consump-
tion will need to step up to
complete this year’s
growth objectives,” the re-
port said, referring to the
government’s target of
about 5 per cent annual
economic growth this
year.
Earlier in the year, Chi-

slow

China’s exports rose
2.4 per centindollar
terms from ayear
earlier last month,
down from 8.7 per
cent year-on-year
growth in August,
the Chinese customs
office reported
Monday. Imports
rose just 0.3 per
cent in September.
Economists had
estimated that
exports would rise
about 6 per cent and
that imports would
climb about 0.9 per
cent.

na’s export sector was the
main factor supporting its :

manufacturers.
“We think shipments

will stay strongin the near :
term, supported by gains :
in export competitive- :
ness,” said Zichun Huang :

of Capital Economics in a
note. “Further ahead,

though, growing trade :
barriers are likely to be- :
come an increasing con-
-AP

straint.”

Retailinflationrises
: t05.49 pcon costlier
. fooditems

: New Delhi: Retail inflation

rose to 5.49 per cent in Sep-
tember from 3.65 per cent in
the preceding month main-

released on Monday.

i The consumer price in- !
i dex-based inflation was 5.02 i
i per cent in September 2023.
i  The National Statistics

Office data showed that in- i
flation in the food basket :
i rose to 9.24 per cent in Sep- :
i tember from 5.66 per centin :
i August and 6.62 per cent in

the year-ago month.

The Reserve Bank, which
i kept the key short-term
i lending rate unchanged
i earlier this month, has !
been tasked by the govern-
ment to ensure inflation :
: remainsat4percentwitha :
i margin of 2 per cent on ei- :
i ther side.

The wholesale price in- i
flation also rose to 1.84 per
cent as food items, espe- :
cially vegetables, turned :
i costlier. Inflation in food
items shot up to 11.53 per :
cent last month against 3.11 i

per cent in August.

Inflation in potato and
onion continued to be high :
at 78.13 per cent and 78.82 !
per cent. Fuel and power
category witnessed defla- :
tion of 4.05 per cent against :
a deflation of 0.67 per cent :
-PTI |

in August.

India less export-oriented, says Fitch

New Delhi: India, which is
less export-oriented than
many other Asian econo-
mies, would be relatively
unaffected in case the US
levies higher tariffs on im-
ports, Fitch Ratings said on
Monday.

Fitch said higher trade
barriers in the wake of the
US elections could pose ad-
ditional challenges for issu-

ers across multiple credit
sectors in Asia-Pacific
(APAC). Also, weaker
growth globally would
weigh on macroeconomic
prospects in Asia in the
event of sharp US tariff in-
creases, especially if Chi-
na’s economic prospects
are affected
disproportionately.

It said that the high share

of exports going to the US,
coupled with high depend-
ence on exports for growth
within the region, means
that any hit to exports to
the US would have negative
repercussions for GDP in
many Asian economies, al-
beit to varying degrees.
Fitch views Vietnam as
the most vulnerable on this
front, but Taiwan, Thai-

land, Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, Malaysia and South
Korea would also have sig-
nificant exposure. A sharp
increase in US tariffs could
therefore pose a significant
challenge for Asian
exporters.

“Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Singapore and Malaysia
also stand out as economies
that would be significantly

hit. India, which is less ex- :
port-oriented than many
other Asian economies,
would be relatively unaf- i
fected,” Fitch Ratings said.

Fitch has conducted an
analysis of the potential ef- :
fects on global growth of

higher US tariffs.

“We do not assess the
policy positions of Trump’s :

opponent,” Fitch said.
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Hyundai Motor IPO -
‘Good for Long Term?

By Mangesh
Kulkarni

yundai Motor IPO
has opened for
subscription on

October 15, 2024 and will
close on October 17, 2024.
The allotment for the
Hyundai Motor IPO is ex-
pected to be finalized on
Friday, October 18, 2024.
It is planned to list on the
BSE and NSE with a ten-
tative listing date set for
Tuesday, October 22,
2024. Hyundai Motor IPO
is a book built issue of Rs
27,870.16 crores. The is-
sue is entirely an offer for
sale of 14.22 crore shares,
therefore the company
will not receive any pro-
ceeds from the sale.

The IPO’s price band is
set between Rs. 1865 to

Rs. 1960 per share. Appli-
cants are required to buy
minimum of 7 shares to
qualify for the offer. Re-
tail investors are expect-
ed to invest a minimum
of Rs. 13,720. Additional-
ly, employees of Hyundai
Motors will enjoy a dis-
count of Rs. 186 per share.

Established in May
1996, Hyundai Motor In-
dia Limited is a subsidi-
ary of the Hyundai Motor
Group, ranking as the
third-largest original
equipment manufacturer
(“OEM”) globally in
terms of passenger vehi-
cle sales. As of March 31,
2024, the company has
successfully sold nearly
12 million passenger ve-
hicles in India, in addi-
tion to exports.

The company special-
izes in the production
and distribution of four-
wheeler passenger vehi-
cles, including models
such as sedans, hatch-
backs, SUVs, and electric
vehicles (EVs). By De-
cember 31, 2023, Hyundai

Motor India had estab-
lished partnerships with
363 dealer companies for
distribution and sales
across India. Holding a
15% market share in In-
dia and boasting leading
EBITDA margins of
13.8% in the first quarter
of the fiscal year 2025,
Hyundai is well-posi-
tioned for continued
expansion.

Let’s now examine the
financial performance of
the company. Hyundai
Motors India Ltd. has
demonstrated a revenue
and profit after tax
growth rate of 19% CAGR
and 48% CAGR over the
past three years.

The company main-
tains a low debt position,
with a debt to equity ratio
below 0.1, and has an av-
erage return on equity of
27% over last 3 years
(source - screener). At the
upper end of the price
band, this IPO is availa-
ble at a P/E ratio of 26.3,
indicating it is fairly
valued.

Reliance Q2 net
profit falls 5 pcon
weak 02C business

New Delhi: Reliance In-
dustries Ltd, India’s most
valuable company, on
Monday reported a 5 per
cent fall in the July-Sep-
tember quarter net profit
as weak oil refining and
petrochemical business
hurt operational perfor-
mance. Its consolidated net
profit fell to Rs 16,563 crore
or Rs 24.48 per share in
July-September - the sec-
ond quarter of the current
fiscal - compared to Rs Rs
17,394 crore or Rs 25.71 a
share in the same period a
year back, according to a
company statement.
While retail and telecom
businesses posted steady
performance, the oil-to-
chemical (O2C) business,
which is made up of twin
oil refineries at Jamnagar
in Gujarat and petrochemi-
cal units saw margins
shrink on global oversup-
ply. The profit before tax
(EBITDA) dropped 2 per
cent to Rs 43,934 crore. The
financial performance was
also impacted by finance
costs rising by 5 per cent to
Rs 6,017 crore, primarily
due to higher debt. Also,
depreciation rose by 2.3 per

cent.

mance was hurt by a global
oversupply due to China

flooding the market with
petroleum products it : i
i Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari with CII

made from refining cheap
Russian crude oil. This led
to a fall in product
margins.

nesses - retail and telecom
- saw steady performance.

The telecom segment ‘i
was the bright spot, with
all four key parameters -

data minute usage, data
consumed, average per-

user earnings and number
of subscribers - showing :
growth. Upstream oil and

gas production business
too saw handsome growth,

with the firm and its joint
venture partner BP Plc of

the UK now producing a
third of all the gas pro-
duced in the country.

June 30.

Its cash cow O2C perfor- :

cr & 2rn

President Sanjiv Puri during a session at the Cll Bioenergy Summit 2024 in

New Delhi on Monday.

Pic: PTI

On the other hand, the :
firm’s other two main busi- :

HCC to build two-lane bridge
across Agardanda creek

By Correspondent

Mumbai: A two-lane
bridge across Agardanda
creek in Raigad district has
been awarded to Hindustan
Construction Company Ltd
(HCC) by Maharashtra
State Road Development
Corp. Ltd. (MSRDC) for Rs

i 1,031.6 crore, HCC saidin a

Retail profit increased :
1.3 per cent to Rs 2,836
crore on a marginally de-
clining revenue. The num- i
ber of stores increased to :
18,946 from 18,918 as of
i way, which has been de-
i layed for over four decades,

statement.

The bridge, with a length
of 4.3 km, is located on the
offshore side of Agardanda
Jetty and Dighi Port on the
Revas-Reddi coastal high-

on MSH-04.

Once completed, this
project connecting Murud
and Mhasala in Raigad dis-
trict is poised to contribute
to enhanced connectivity,
reduced travel time and the
region’s overall economic
development, the statement
said.

Several such bridges on
creeks in the Konkan re-
gion including Dharamtar,
Kundalika, Bankot, Kelshi,
Jaigad and Kunkeshwar
are proposed and tenders
have been awarded. In
June, Ashoka Buildcon had
emerged as the lowest (L.-1)

bidder for two projects —

across Jaigad and Kunda- :
lika creek with a combined :

value of Rs 2,152.72 Crore.
The Jaigad project in-
volves constructing a ma-

jor bridge between Tawsal
and Jaigad on Revas Reddi :

Coastal Highway No. 5 in
Ratnagiri at an estimated

project cost is Rs 794.85 :
Crore while the second pro-
ject was a bridge across ‘:
Kundalika Creek between
Revdanda and Salav alsoin
Ratnagiri district for Rs :

1,357.87 Crore.

Both projects are to be :
executed within 36 months.

- BSE's World .
. Investor Week 2024 |
. focuses ontech

i New Delhi: Leading stock i

exchange BSE Ltd on Mon-
day announced the launch

i of globally popular event :
i World Investor Week 2024 :
: with special focuses on edu- i

cating investors about tech-

: nology, digital finance and

i cyber security. H
i World Investor Week i
i (WIW), a global initiative by :
the International Organiza- :
tion of Securities Commis- :
: sions (I0SCO), is being ob- :
i served in India from October :
i 14to 20 under the leadership
of Sebi and other Market In-
frastructure Institutions :
i (MIIs). H
i This year’s theme “Tech- :
i nology and Digital Finance”

focuses on educating inves-
tors about online safety,

with a sub-theme highlight- :
i ing the prevention of cyber-
: crimes and frauds, BSE said

in a statement.
The exchange inaugurat-

ed the World Investor Week
2024 with a ceremonial bell-
ringing event at its Interna-

tional Convention Hall. As

part of the celebrations, :
BSE is organising various :
digital, print and on-ground
activities to engage a broad :
spectrum of investors. Key :
initiatives include a nation- i
i wide quiz for the public, in- ;
i viting participants to create
i Das said in his keynote ad-

jingles etc.

RBI pitches for reducing

cost, time of remittances

i New Delhi: Reserve Bank

Governor Shaktikanta Das
on Monday made a case for
reducing time and cost of
overseas remittances,
which are important for de-
veloping economies includ-
ing India.

According to the World

i Migration Report 2024 re-

leased by the International
Organisation for Migration
(IOM), India’s remittances
surged to USD 111 billion
last year, surpassing all
other nations.

As per the Bank of Eng-
land projection, the value
of global cross-border pay-

{ ments is estimated to sur-

pass USD 250 trillion by
2027.

The significant volume
of cross-border worker re-
mittances, the growing size
of gross flows of capital,
and the increasing impor-
tance of cross-border ecom-
merce have acted as cata-
lysts to this growth, he
noted.

“Remittances are the
starting point for many
emerging and developing
economies, including India,
to explore cross-border
peer-to-peer (P2P) pay-
ments. We believe there is
immense scope to signifi-
cantly reduce the cost and
time for such remittances,”

dress at the conference on
‘Central Banking at
Crossroads.’

Besides, he said, the fea-
sibility of expanding real-
time gross settlement
(RTGS) to settle transac-
tions in major trade cur-
rencies such as dollar, Euro
and Pound can be explored
through bilateral or multi-
lateral arrangements. India
and a few other economies
have already commenced
efforts to expand linkage of
cross-border fast payment
systems both in the bilat-
eral and multilateral
modes, he said.

These include Project
Nexus, a multilateral inter-
national initiative to enable
instant cross-border retail
payments by interlinking
domestic Instant Payment
Systems (IPSs) of four ASE-
AN countries (Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, and
Thailand) and India.

Under bilateral arrange-
ments, cross-border pay-
ment linkages have already
been established by India
with Singapore, UAE, Mau-
ritius, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
etc.

The Central Bank Digital
Currency (CBDC) is anoth-
er area which has the po-
tential to facilitate efficient
cross-border payments, he
added.

Stockholm: The Nobel me-
morial prize in economics
was awarded Monday to
Daron Acemoglu, Simon
Johnson and James A. Rob-
inson for research that ex-
plains why societies with
poor rule of law and ex-
ploitative institutions do
not generate sustainable
growth.

The three economists
“have demonstrated the im-
portance of societal institu-
tions for a country’s pros-
perity,” the Nobel
committee of the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sci-

el prize for economics announced

ences said at the announce-
ment in Stockholm.
“Reducing the vast dif-
ferences in income between
countries is one of our
time’s greatest challenges.
The laureates have demon-
strated the importance of
societal institutions for
achieving this,” Jakob
Svensson, Chair of the
Committee for the Prize in
Economic Sciences, said.
He said their research
has provided “a much deep-
er understanding of the
root causes of why coun-
tries fail or succeed.” But

ERONONIPRISET X024
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he added that “democracy
is not a panacea. Introduc-
ing democracy is very hard.
When you introduce elec-
tions, that sometimes cre-
ates conflict.”

Asked about how eco-
nomic growth in countries
like China fits into the theo-

ries, Acemoglu said that
“my perspective is gener-
ally that these authoritari-
an regimes, for a variety of
reasons, are going to have a
harder time ... in achieving
...long-term sustainable in-
novation outcomes.”

The difference, the econ-

omists found, is a US sys-
tem that protects property
rights and gives citizens a
say in their government.

“This is a time when de-
mocracies are going
through a rough patch. ... It
is, in some sense, quite cru-
cial that they reclaim the
high ground of better
governance.”

The economics prize is
formally known as the
Bank of Sweden Prize in
Economic Sciences in
Memory of Alfred Nobel.
The central bank estab-
lished it in 1968 as a memo-

rial to Nobel, the 19th-cen-
tury Swedish businessman

and chemist who invented

dynamite and established
the five Nobel Prizes.

Though Nobel purists
stress that the economics
prize is technically not a
Nobel Prize, it is always
presented together with the
others on December 10, the
anniversary of Nobel’s
death in 1896.

Nobel honours were an-
nounced last week in medi-
cine, physics, chemistry,
literature and peace.

-AP

“The Prime

plant in place in

in the US. ”

1 QUOTEOFTHEDAY

Minister’s visit to
the US has been a
landmark visit. The
first time we have
come to an agree-
ment where we are
going to put chip

India, and supply chips to defence

Jyotiraditya Scindia, Telecom

-

Minister.
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Ranchi: The Enforcement
Directorate on Monday
conducted searches
against a senior IAS offi-
cial, persons linked to a
cabinet minister and some
others as part of a multi-
crore money laundering
probe into alleged irregu-
larities in the water and
sanitation department of
poll-bound Jharkhand, of-
ficial sources said.

The sources had earlier
said that the raids were
linked to the Jal Jeevan
Mission, a scheme of the
central government.

They said alleged illegal
commission payments at
the rate of 10 per cent was
prevalent in the works
awarded by the water and
sanitation department and
these kickbacks were
shared among politicians

in power, bureaucrats and
department officials.

A total of 23 premises in
state capital Ranchi and
Chaibasa in West Singhb-
hum district were searched
by the officials of the fed-
eral agency.

The ED team was pro-
vided security cover by the
CRPF, the sources said.

Premises linked to sec-
retary rank IAS official
Manish Ranjan, Harendra
Singh, a personal staffer of
drinking water and sanita-
tion minister Mithilesh
Kumar Thakur, Thakur’s
brother Vinay Thakur,
some government officials,
contractors and business-
men were searched by the
agency, the sources said.

Ranjan is the secretary
of theland, road and build-
ing department, and has

&

been questioned by the ED
earlier in a separate money
laundering case in which it
arrested former minister
Alamgir Alam.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
said “these are not unex-
pected” and will “continue
as assembly elections are

position BJP’s active mem-
bers have been visiting
Jharkhand, apparently re-
ferring to Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma and Union Agricul-
ture Minister Shivraj Sin-
gh Chouhan.

Sarma and Chouhan are
incharge and co-incharge

for the assembly elections
in the state, and have been
attacking Soren over “cor-
ruption”, “infiltration”
and “declining” law and
order.

Meanwhile, Thakur
charged that the raids are
“politically motivated” as
he refused to “buckle un-
der pressure” of the saf-
fron brigade to join the
BJP.

Alleging that the ED was
working on the directions
of the central government,
he demanded that the
agency should come out
with the list of recoveries
it made from his residence,
besides others associated
with him.

“People have every right
to know how much funds,
illegal documents, gold,
diamonds and other jewels

were recovered from prem-
ises linked to me,” Thakur
said.

The money laundering
case stems from a Decem-
ber, 2023 FIR lodged by the
Jharkhand Police against
one Santosh Kumar, a for-
mer cashier-cum-upper
divisional clerk (UDC),
posted at the office of
Drinking Water and Sani-
tation Suvarnarekha Divi-
sion, Ranchi along with
unknown others.

The police FIR alleged
that Santosh Kumar, in
connivance of other gov-
ernment officials, “dishon-
estly” made fake payee ID
of an entity and used the
account details of his own
and his company Rockdril
Constructions (OPC) Pri-
vate Limited to fraudulent-
ly withdraw funds of Rs

Money laundering: ED raids IAS
official, minister’s aides

2,71,62,833 causing wrong-
ful loss to the state
government.

“Ttis found that a total of

Rs 23 crore has been cred-
ited into the accounts of

Santosh Kumar and his :
company from Treasury :
This

Office, Ranchi.
amount was subsequently
withdrawn by Santosh Ku-

mar and distributed among
the other officials,” the FIR

stated.
Officials said apart from
the stated modus operandi

of “bogus” billing and sub- H
sequent payment by the :
department, there was also :

“systemic” corruption in
the department for collec-

tion and distribution of :
commission against the al- :
lotment of tenders to

contractors.

- Actor Bala arrested,

(ourt grants bail

Kochi: Film actor Bala
i was arrested by the police

early on Monday following
a complaint filed by his ex-

wife, a singer, and their
i daughter.

After recording his ar-
rest, the police took him
for a medical examination
and presented him in

¢ court, which granted him

bail.

While granting bail, the
court ruled that no videos
of his child should be up-
loaded on social media
platforms and directed him
to cooperate with the in-
vestigating officer, accord-
ing to his lawyer.

He was released on bail
with two sureties of Rs
25,000 each.

Police said Bala was ar-
rested on charges includ-
ing defamation via social
media, insulting woman-
hood, and cruelty towards
children.

The actor was also taken
into custody from his home
early on Monday, accord-
ing to the police.
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alleged sexual assault and murder of a trainee doctor in Kolkata on Monday.

nding a quick and transparent probe into the H
Pic: PTI :

 Bomb threat email

sent to GNLU, turns

 out tobe hoax

! Ahmedabad: The in state .

capital Gandhinagar re-

i ceivedabomb threatemail, :
i which turned out to be a
hoax after a thorough :

check of the premises, a po-

i lice official said on
: Monday.

The email, which was :
i sentby an unidentified per- :
i son to the official ID of the

GNLU registrar on Sunday

evening, claimed a bomb :
had been placed in the :
i winner will have to pay li-

campus.
In May this year, similar

i hoax emails were sent to

airport and 10 schools.

Amaravati: The cash-
strapped Andhra Pradesh
government expects about
Rs 20,000 crore through sale
of licensing fee and liquor
during the remaining fi-
nancial year, sources said
on Monday.

“As such the state gov-
ernment netted Rs 1,800
crore towards non-refunda-
ble application fee for 3,396
outlets. Once the outlet was
allotted on lottery basis, the

censing fees ranging from
Rs 50 lakh to Rs 85 lakh in

! six installments. Last year

the government got Rs
30,000 crore through liquor
sales. This year for the re-
maining six months, the
government is expecting
over Rs 17,000 crore,” a
source, privy to the devel-
opment told PTI.
According to Mukesh
Kumar Meena, Principal
Secretary, Revenue (Ex-
cise), the state government
has received nearly 90,000
applications for 3,396 pri-
vate liquor outlets through-
out the state with Rs 2 lakh
as non-refundable applica-
tion fee contributing to

APtogetRs 20,000 cr
‘through liquor licenses, sale

about Rs 1,800 crore to the
exchequer.

The state government
will get Rs 2,084 crore as li-
censing fee annually from
the liquor outlets in six in-
stallments. The collective
first installment amount of
Rs 335 crore from all the
liquor shop license holders
will be received by Tuesday,
he said. Further, the official
said all modes of payment
such as cash, UPI and oth-
ers will be allowed at the
liquor shops by consumers,
unlike cash-only mode dur-
ing the YSRCP regime.

Meitei, Kuki, Naga
MLAs to meet in Delhi

Imphal: For the first time
since the ethnic violence
broke out in Manipur last
year, a number of MLASs of
Meitei, Kuki and Naga com-
munities are set to hold a
joint meeting in New Delhi
on Tuesday under the su-
pervision of the home min-
istry, officials said.

Three Naga MLAs will
attend the meeting in the
national capital, while the
exact number of Meitei and
Kuki legislators to partici-
pate is not yet clear, they
said. “The talks are part of
the Centre’s efforts to facili-
tate a dialogue between the
warring communities and
seek a solution to the cri-
sis,” an official told PTI.

Over 200 people have
been killed and thousands
rendered homeless in eth-
nic violence in Manipur
since May 2023.

“From the Naga side,
three MLAs - Awangbou
Newmai, L. Dikho and Ram
Muivah - will be attending
the meeting in New Delhi.
Muivah is currently in the
national capital over a per-
sonal issue,” an official
source said. All three MLAs
are from the Naga People’s
Front (NPF), an ally of the
ruling BJP in the state.

Several BJP legislators
also left for the national

capital on different flights
from Imphal.

“We have been asked to
come to Delhi to discuss
certain things. I don’t know
the exact agenda now. We
have been exploring all
means for bringing peace,”
Water Resources Minister
Awangbou Newmai told re-
porters at Imphal airport.

NPF legislator L Dikho
said it is difficult to bring
peace to Manipur unless all
the communities and peo-
ple are involved.

“The initiative of the
Home Ministry is a very
good sign and I have hopes.
I would like to attend the
meeting and see how far we
can go with this initiative,”
Dikho said. State Congress
president K Meghachandra
said any initiative to reach
a solution is good but the
opposition party was not
invited.

“However, if the outcome
is positive, it will be good
for the people of entire Ma-
nipur. But the participation
of opposition is also re-
quired (at the meeting)
given the magnitude of the
violence,” said Meghachan-
dra who also left for Delhi
for some other reason.

Speaker T Satyabrata
had flown to Delhi on Sun-
day. -PTI

|dolin Hyderabad

templevandalised

Hyderabad: Mild tension
prevailed in Secunderabad
here on Monday after an
idol was found damaged at
a temple and a large num-
ber of people gathered
near the premises of the
place of worship demand-
ing stern action against
the perpetrators.

The idol at the Muthya-
lamma temple was alleg-
edly van-
dalised
and one
person
was taken
= into custo-
dy in con-
nection
with the
incident, a senior police of-
ficial told PTI adding fur-
ther investigation was on.

Union Minister and Tel-
angana BJP president G
Kishan Reddy visited the
Mutyalamma temple and
demanded a thorough in-
vestigation into the inci-
dent. “I demand a thor-
ough inquiry into it and
punish those who damaged
the idol. It is the state gov-
ernment’s responsibility
to provide security to Hin-
du temples,” Kishan Reddy
demanded.

A large number of police
personnel were deployed
near the temple.

-PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Delhi Chief Minister Atishi during a meeting in

New Delhi.

Pic:PTI

Boy, 16, held on charge of
abductiondies in police custody

Muzaffarnagar: A
16-year-old boy held for
allegedly abducting a girl
died in police custody,
police on Monday said.

The boy had reportedly
fled with a girl from Bijnor
after which her family
lodged a complaint of
abduction at Suohara
Police Station on Sunday,
a local said.

Bijnor Superintendent
of Police Abhishek said
that a police team traced
the couple in Ambala

Sunday night. On the way
to Bijnor, Sub-inspector

illegally at his house in
Shamli, where the boy
died, he said.

Police
investigating the death
and boy’s body had been
sent for postmortem in
Shamli, Circle Officer

Shyam Singh said. Though i
nothing is conclusive yet, :

police suspect the boy
killed himself.

-PTIT :

. Brother Eric

D’souza, passes

- awayinGoa

Sunil Kumar kept them :

Panaji: Brother Eric
D’Souza, the teacher loved

by generations of students
were :
i mentor to Shah Rukh Khan

and became famous as a

and Meghalaya Chief Min-
ister Conrad Sangma, died
in an old-age home here
after prolonged illness.
The 74-year-old, D’Souza
was bedridden with Parkin-
son’s disease.
-PTI

Threeinternational flights

receive bomb threats

Mumbai: Security agen-
cies went into a tizzy after
three international flights
originating from Mumbai
received bomb threats on
Monday, with a New York-
bound Air India flight get-
ting diverted to Delhi.
Apart from the Air India
flight, two IndiGo flights --
one to Muscat and another
to Jeddah -- also received
bomb threats, as per offi-
cials. The IndiGo flights
received the threats before
they took off and the planes
concerned were moved to
isolation bays for security

n——

checks on Monday
morning.

Air India in a statement
said, “Flight AI119 operat-
ing Mumbai to JFK on Oc-
tober 14 received a specific
security alert and on in-
structions of the govern-
ment’s security regulatory
committee was diverted to
Delhi.” “The aircraft is
currently stationed at the
Indira Gandhi Internation-
al Airport, and all standard

safety protocols are being
diligently followed to en-
sure the safety of the pas-
sengers and crew on
board,” a senior (Delhi) po-
lice officer said.

All passengers have dis-
embarked and the aircraft
was being searched, as per
officials.

The IndiGo Mumbai-
Muscat and Mumbai-Jed-
dah flights also received
bomb threats, a Mumbai
police official confirmed,
but said “nothing was
found (after inspection of
the aircraft and passengers

and baggage scanning).”

“IndiGo flight 6E 1275 op-
erating from Mumbai to
Muscat had received a
bomb threat. As per proto-
col, the aircraft was taken
to an isolated bay, and fol-
lowing the standard operat-
ing procedure, mandatory
security checks were
promptly initiated,” the
Gurugram-headquartered
budget airline said in a
statement.

ECIEETECETYAE 17, including 4 Taiwanese, held for ‘digital arrest’ fraud

“Nowadays, you
the people from
the BJP are acting

as per their whims
and fancies. Who

was slapped! And

suo motu action?”

must be seeing that

has not seen that in
Lakhimpur an MLA

then what action was taken. Should
the administration not have taken

Akhilesh Yadav, Samajwadi Party chief

Ahmedabad: Seventeen
i persons, including four
i hailing from Taiwan, were

arrested by Ahmedabad
Cyber Crime Branch for al-

i legedly operating a nation-
i wide “digital arrest” rack-
i et, a Gujarat police official
i said on Monday.

Digital arrest is a type of
cyber crime in which the
victim is made to believe

i that he/she is under inves-
i tigation by authorities for
i money laundering, drug
i smuggling etc. The victim
i is asked to remain in con-
¢ finement while being acces-

sible to fraudsters via video
call and other online tools,
hence the term digital ar-
rest. The victim is then
forced to transfer large
amounts of money into
various bank accounts by
the accused in order to be
let off.

The gang had “digitally
arrested” a senior citizen
for 10 days, kept watch on
him via video calls and got
him to deposit Rs 79.34
lakhs as “refundable” pro-
cessing fees to sort out an
“RBI issue”, said Joint
Commissioner (Crime)

Sharad Singhal.

As per police, the senior
citizen had registered a
complaint that some per-
sons calling themselves of-
ficials of TRAI, CBI and
cyber crime branch had al-
leged that his account was
being used for illegal
transactions.

“After receiving a com-

plaint last month, our
teams raided places in Gu-
jarat, Delhi, Rajasthan,
Karnataka, Odisha and Ma-
harashtra and nabbed 17
persons, including four Tai-
wan natives, for running
this nationwide racket. We
believe they may have tar-
geted some 1,000 persons so
far.” The four Taiwanese
nationals have been identi-
fied as Mu Chi Sung (42),
Chang Hu Yun (33), Wang
Chun Wei (26) and Shen Wei
(35), while the remaining 13
are from Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, Jharkhand, Odis-

ha and Rajasthan, he
added.

The four accused from
Taiwan were visiting India
for the last one year and
had provided mobile phone
apps and other technical
support to members of the
gang to transfer money
from one account to
another.

“The mobile app being
used by the gang was devel-
oped by the Taiwanese ac-
cused. They have also inte-
grated online wallets in
their system. Money re-
ceived from victims was

transferred to other bank
accounts as well as crypto
accounts in Dubai using

this app. explained
Singhal.”
The racket was being run

from call centres designed
to resemble real offices of
probe agencies and from
which video calls were
made. Police have recov-
ered Rs 12.75 lakh in cash,
761 SIM cards, 120 mobile
phones, 96 cheque books, 92
debit and credit cards and
42 bank passbooks related
to accounts taken on rent to
make transactions. -PTI
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Devotees take bath at Har Ki Pouri in Haridwar on Monday. The main stre
Har Ki Pauri from October 12 to November 3 for the annual repair and cleaning work.
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India to launch updated
biodiversity planat UN

New Delhi: India has up-
dated its national plan to
protect biodiversity in
alignment with the Kun-
ming-Montreal Global Bio-

The Convention on
Biological Diversity
(CBD), adoptedin
1992 to protect the
world's biodiversity,
requires countries
to create a National
Biodiversity Strategy
and Action Plan
(NBSAP), which
is a key tool for
safeguarding and
utilising biodiversity
at the national level.

diversity Framework, offi-
cials said on Monday.

They said the updated
plan will be released at the
biannual UN Biodiversity
Conference (COP16), sched-
uled to take place in Cali,
Colombia from October 21
to November 1.

An official said India up-
dated its NBSAP to align it
with the new goals and tar-
gets set by the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiver-
sity Framework (KM-GBF),
adopted at the UN Biodiver-
sity Conference (COP15) in
Montreal, Canada.

One of the main goals
of the KM-GBEF is to pro-
tect at least 30 per cent of
the world's land and

30 percent
Area of world’s land and
ocean to be protected by

2030

oceans by 2030.

KM-GBF also aims to re-
store damaged ecosystems,
such as forests, wetlands
and rivers by 2030 to ensure
they continue to provide es-
sential services like clean
water and air.

It also seeks to reduce
pollution from plastics and
chemicals that harm wild-
life and ecosystems, while
ensuring that local commu-
nities -- especially indige-
nous peoples -- who protect
and rely on biodiversity are

involved in decision-making

and benefit from the sus-
tainable use of resources.

Officials, however, said i
protecting 30 per cent of H
i with enforcing the ban and
is required to give daily ac- i

land and oceans is a collec-

tive global goal and not a

national goal.

They say that the respon-

sibility to achieve these
goals should not fall dispro-

portionately on developing

countries, arguing that de-
veloped nations, which
have historically contrib-
uted more to biodiversity
loss and climate change,
should take on a greater
share of the burden in
terms of conservation ef-
forts and financing.

-PTI

~ Delhibans
-~ sale, use of
firecrackers

effective until January 1.

i curb air pollution.

production, storage, sale,

i from today till January 1."

i all Delhiites," he added.

¢ ment for violations.

i Theban, which appliesto
i all forms of firecrackers, !
i including those sold online, !
i comes ahead of the winter
¢ pollution that worsens due
to stubble burning, lower :
i wind speeds, and other sea- i

i sonal factors.

tive, Delhi Police is tasked

¢ tion reports to the DPCC.

i matter."

i New Delhi: The Delhi gov- :
i ernment on Monday im- }
i posed an immediatebanon
4 i the production, storage, i
| i sale, and use of all kinds of :

i firecrackers across the city, i

! Delhi Environment Min- :
i ister Gopal Rai made the i
i announcement and urged
i Delhi residents to support
i the government's efforts to

i  Raiin a post on X said,
¢ "In view of the increasing !
! pollution in winter, a ban
i has been imposed on the

i and use of firecrackers

i "The Delhi government
i has issued instructions re- i
i garding the ban, and we
i request the cooperation of :

i The Delhi Pollution Con- :
i trol Committee has issued i
i detailed instructions to en-
i sure the effective imple- i
i mentation of theban witha
i provision of strict punish- :

According to the direc- i

Rai, who was visiting the :
i construction site of asports !
i complex, said, "Today, the
i AQI has been reported in
i the 'poor' category, and as
i winter approaches, pollu- :
i tion tends to increase as
i temperatures drop. The
i government is working on
i a 21-point plan to address
i this issue, and we will in-
i tensify our efforts to raise
i public awareness on the |

‘Seasonal change can affect

BylanHohmand
i Mark Schaller

! Vancouver (Canada):
Moral values are the princi-
ples that guide a person's
perceptions of good and
¢ bad, and right and wrong.
i They shape our prejudices,
political ideologies and
many other consequential
attitudes and actions.

It's tempting to assume

that a person's moral values
i are stable across time and
i circumstances, and to some
extent they are — but not
entirely. Moral values are
malleable and can some-
times change depending on
the specific thoughts, feel-
ings and motivations that
arise in different
i situations.
Our research examined
i whether moral values might
change with the seasons,
too.

i Changing values
Seasons are characterized
not just by changes in the
weather, but also by many
additional changes in our
surroundings and the
rhythms of our lives. These
may include spring clean-
ing, spending more time
with family in summer,
back-to-school shopping in
the autumn or preparing for
winter holidays.
Consequently, changesin

ShakthiSAT mission to train
12k girls from 108 nations

New Delhi: Aerospace
startup Space Kidz India
has launched "Shak-
thiSAT", a global mission
to train about 12,000 girls
across 108 countries on
space technology, aiming
for a satellite launch under
ISRO's Chandrayaan-4
mission, fostering interna-
tional collaboration in
space exploration.
President Droupadi Mur-
mu will unveil the official
poster of ShakthiSAT in
November 2024, according
to a company statement.
"The mission includes
120 hours of online train-
ing for high school girl stu-
dents (aged 14-18) to teach
them about various as-
pects of space technology,
payload development, and
spacecraft systems," Shak-
thiSAT mission lead Srim-
athy Kesan told PTI.
Participating nations in-
clude the UK, UAE, Brazil,
Kenya, Australia, France,
Greece, Sri Lanka, and Af-
ghanistan, among others.
By engaging 108 stu-
dents from each participat-

ing country, the mission
seeks to nurture talent,
foster international col-
laboration, and ignite in-
terest in the vast possibili-
ties of space science,
ultimately creating a rip-
ple effect that inspires mil-
lions of young girls
worldwide.

"T am extremely happy
to have conceived thisidea,
and I am confident that
this initiative has the po-
tential to benefit not only
our country but the entire
world. Our goal is to in-
spire and empower young
women, providing them
with opportunities that
have the power to trans-
form lives and unite us
globally through the awe-

inspiring domain of space
exploration," Kesan said.

After completion of the
online training, the mis-
sion will select 108 stu-
dents -- one from each
country -- who will travel
to India for hands-on train-
ing in building payloads
and spacecraft prototypes
between June and August
next year.

A prototype presenta-
tion will be made before
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi later this year or
early next year, she said.

"The mission aims to
launch the satellite as part
of ISRO's Chandrayaan 4
mission in 2026," Kesan
further said.

Chennai-headquartered
Space Kidz India has
launched 18+ NSLVs (Bal-
loonSats), 3 Suborbital

Satellites. It claims to be
the first organisation in

the world to have launched

satellites with the help of
high school and college
students.

First population
estimation of
riverine dolphins

New Delhi: India has con-

ducted its first population
estimation of riverine dol-
phins in the Ganga, Brah-
maputra, and Indus River
systems and its findings

i will be released soon, offi-

cials said on Monday.
The famous Ganges Riv-

: er dolphin is found in the
i Ganga-Brahmaputra-
i Meghna river system and
i its tributaries spanning :
! across India, Bangladesh,

Nepal and Bhutan. A small
population of the Indus

i river dolphin, a close rela-
i tive of the Ganges river dol-

phin, is found in the Indus

River system in India.
"Under Project Dolphin,

we have completed the esti-

: mation of riverine dol- :
i phins, the first of itskind in

the world. The survey, con-
ducted over two years, cov-

: ered 8,000 kilometres of the
i Ganga, Brahmaputra, and
Payloads, and 4 Orbital
i will be released soon,"” an
i official said. :
India launched Project :
i Dolphin, a conservation ini- :
! tiative to protect dolphins
i in both freshwater rivers
i and coastal waters, in 2020.

Indus rivers. The results

moods, moral values

the seasons lead to changes
in the things that people
think, feel and do. Most peo-
ple know that seasonal
changes in the weather have
effects on people's moods,
but that's just the tip of the
iceberg. Psychological re-
search has revealed season-
al effects on attention and
memory, generosity, colour
preferences and many other
things.

And so, in our recent re-
search, we investigated
whether there might also be
seasonal cycles in the moral
values that people endorse.

We examined five core
principles that previous re-
search has identified as fun-
damental moral values.
Two of these principles —
don't hurt other people and
treat all people fairly — per-
tain to individual rights and
are referred to as “individu-
alizing” values. Three other
principles — be loyal to
one's group, respect author-
ity and maintain group tra-
ditions — promote group
cohesion and are referred to
as “binding” values.

Most people endorse all
these values, but people dif-
fer in the extent to which
they prioritize them, and
these priorities have impor-
tant implications. People
who prioritize individualiz-
ing values are more politi-
cally liberal, whereas peo-

ple who prioritize binding
values are more conserva-
tive, more punitive and ex-
press stronger prejudices
against out-groups.

Seasonal cycles

Do the seasons affect the ex-
tent to which people en-
dorse these core moral val-
ues? To find out, we obtained
data from YourMorals, a
research website that uses
online survey methods to
assess people's self-reported
endorsement of all five of
these core moral values.

This seasonal cycle was
bimodal, with two peaks
and two valleys each year:
Americans endorsed bind-
ing moral values (valuing
loyalty, authority and
group traditions) most
strongly in the spring and
autumn, and least strongly
in midsummer and mid-
winter. This bimodal sea-
sonal cycle in binding mor-
al values showed up again
and again in the data, year
after year.

Additional analyses on
data from Canada and Aus-
tralia revealed similar pat-
terns: Canadians and Aus-
tralians also endorsed
binding moral values most
strongly in the spring and
autumn, and least strongly
in midsummer and
midwinter.

-The Conversation

Delhi AQl better despite huge

New Delhi: Delhi Environ-
ment Minister Gopal Rai
said on Sunday that in spite
of Dussehra celebrations
in the capital, people are
i breathing clean air, and
i added the number of days
with "good", "satisfactory"”,
: and "moderate" air quality
i is going up, indicating an
{ improvement in managing
pollution.

Rai also said that Delhi's
Air Quality Index has re-
mained outside the "poor"
i category after Dussehra,
i however, as per the Central
Pollution Control Board
the city's air quality was
recorded in the "poor" cat-
egory with a reading of 225
¢ at12 pm.

In a press conference on
Sunday, Rai said every year
after Dussehra, the air
i quality usually dips into
the "poor" category, but
i this year Delhi is experi-
i encing clean air.

i The environment minis-
ter said that over the past
i two years, Delhi has re-
i corded 200 days of "good,"
"satisfactory," or "moder-
i ate" air quality between

Dussehra

January and October 12,
compared to just 109 such
days in 2016.

Rai said thisis an indica-
tor of progress in manag-
ing pollution, crediting the
improvement to efforts by
the Delhi government and
public support. He noted
that achieving this without
alockdown marks a signifi-
cant accomplishment for
the city.

On Saturday, the day of
Dussehra, the AQI was in
the "moderate" category
with a reading of 155.

An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered "good",
51 and 100 "satisfactory",
101 and 200 "moderate", 201
and 300 "poor”, 301 and 400
"very poor", and 401 and 500
"severe".

The minister also criti-
cised the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) for claiming
that pollution levels in Del-
hi are worsening, urging
them to review the data.

Rai highlighted that on
August 30, he had written a
letter to the Union Envi-
ronment Minister Bhu-

An anti-smog gun being used to curb air pollution in New Delhi on Sunday. Pic: PTI

pender Yadav, requesting a
joint meeting to address air
quality issues, but he had
not received a response.

The Delhi minister said
he sent another request on
October 10, urging the cen-
tral government to collabo-
rate on anti-pollution ef-
forts. He emphasised that
during critical periods,
such as post-Diwali when
temperatures drop, emer-
gency pollution-control
measures become
essential.

Climate change could reduce Amazon's methane absorption

New Delhi: Extreme tempera-
tures and humidity driven by
climate change could reduce
the Amazon rainforest's capac-
ity to absorb the greenhouse
gas methane by 70 per cent, a
study has found.

Researchers said that under
a warmer climate, the extreme
rainfall and droughts projected
for South America's Amazon
could impact its net green-
house gas emissions.

Often referred to as the
'lungs of the planet', the tropi-
cal rainforest lies majorly in
Brazil, with parts in Peru, Co-
lombia, Ecuador, among oth-
ers, and is known to be a cru-
cial 'greenhouse gas sink' that
absorbs these gases from the
air.

However, 20 per cent of the

Amazon region, which remains
flooded for nearly half a year,
releases methane, countering
its ability to absorb other
greenhouse gases, the re-
searchers at the University of
Sao Paulo, Brazil said. Their
study is published in the jour-
nal Environmental
Microbiome.

Previous studies have shown
that the flooded areas of Ama-
zon contribute up to almost 30
per cent of methane emissions
from wetlands globally.

"Although it's already been
shown that factors such as air
temperature and seasonal
flooding can influence the com-
position of microbial commu-
nities affecting the flow of
methane in these environ-
ments. But what should we ex-

pect in the context of climate
change and the projected ex-
treme weather?" Lead author

Julia Gontijo, a postdoctoral
researcher at the University of
California, Davis, US, said.

For this study, researchers
took soil samples from two
flooded regions of the Amazon

and one from elevated forests
known to absorb methane.
These samples were subjected
to extreme temperatures -- 27
degrees Celsius and 30 degrees
Celsius -- and humidity.

They found that in the soil
sample from the elevated forest
methane absorbtion dropped
by 70 per cent in hot and dry
conditions, while methane pro-
duction surged in heavy rain-
fall, as the soil was not used to
dealing with extreme
humidity.

"Within this (elevated) forest
soil, an average decrease of 70
per cent in (methane) con-
sumption potential was ob-
served with temperature in-
crease in dry conditions," the
authors wrote.

It means that the floodplain

microbiome can adapt to cli-
mate change but the upland
forest microbiome is sensitive
toits effects, which could cause
a shift in the balance of green-
house gas emissions in the
Amazon in future, Gontijo said.

"In view of the Amazon Rain-
forest biome's importance in
proportion to global levels, this
could represent a very serious
problem," she said.

She further said that in both
(the) floodplains, although
there was no observation of sig-
nificant changes in methane
emission patterns, the number
of methane-producing micro-
organisms increased that can
be a future problem.

The results could be used in
framing public policies, the au-
thor added. -PTI
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Israeli strike on hospital
tentcampkills four

Deir al-Balah: An Israeli
airstrike on a hospital
courtyard in the Gaza Strip
early Monday killed at
least four people and sent
flames sweeping through a
packed tent camp for peo-
ple displaced by the war,
leaving more than two
dozen with severe burns,
according to Palestinian
medics.

The Israeli military said
it targeted militants hiding
out among civilians, with-
out providing evidence. In
recent months it has re-
peatedly struck crowded
shelters and tent camps,
alleging that Hamas fight-
ers were using them as
staging grounds for
attacks.

The Al-Agsa Martyrs
Hospital in the central city
of Deir al-Balah was al-
ready struggling to treat a
large number of wounded
people from an earlier
strike on a school-turned-
shelter nearby that killed
at least 20 people when the
early morning airstrike hit
and fire engulfed many of
the tents.

Associated Press footage
showed children among
the wounded. A man
sobbed as he carried a tod-
dler with a bandaged head
in his arms. Another small
child with a bandaged leg
was given a blood transfu-
sion on the floor of the
packed hospital.

Hospital records showed
that four people were
killed and 40 wounded.
Twenty-five people were
transferred to the Nasser
Hospital in southern Gaza
after suffering severe
burns, according to the Al-
Agsa Martyrs Hospital.

3 s i

Palestinians look at the damage after an Israeli strike hit a tent area in the
courtyard of Al Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al Balah near Gaza Strip on

Monday.

Israel is still carrying
out near-daily strikes
across the Gaza Strip more
than a year into the war,
and has been waging a ma-
jor ground assault in the
north, where it says mili-
tants have regrouped.

The war began when Ha-
mas attacked southern Is-
rael on October 7, 2023,
killing some 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, while Pal-
estinian militants abduct-
ed around 250 hostages.
Around 100 are still being
held inside Gaza, a third of
whom are believed to be
dead.

Israel’s retaliatory of-
fensive has killed over
42,000 Palestinians, accord-
ing to Gaza’s Health Minis-
try, which does not say
how many were fighters
but says women and chil-
dren make up more than
half the fatalities. Around

90 per cent of Gaza’s popu-
lation of 2.3 million people
have been displaced by the
war, often multiple times,
and large areas of the
coastal territory have been
completely destroyed.

Israel has ordered the
entire remaining popula-
tion of the northern third
of Gaza, estimated at
around 400,000 people, to
evacuate to the south and
has not allowed any food to
enter the north since the
start of the month. Hun-
dreds of thousands of peo-
ple from the north heeded
Israeli evacuation orders
at the start of the war and
have not been allowed to
return.

That has raised fears
among Palestinians that
Israel intends to imple-
ment a plan devised by for-
mer generals in which it
would order all civilians

Pic: AP

out of northern Gaza and
label anyone remaining
there a combatant — a
surrender-or-starve strat-
egy that rights groups say
would violate internation-
al law. The plan has been
presented to the Israeli
government, but it’s un-
clear whether it has been
adopted.

With no end in sight to
the war in Gaza, Israel is
also waging an air and
ground war in southern
Lebanon against the Hez-
bollah militant group, an
ally of Hamas that has
been firing rockets into
northern Israel for more
than a year.

Israel has also threat-
ened to strike Iran in re-
taliation for a ballistic mis-
sile attack, raising the
prospect of an all-out re-
gionwide war.

A Hezbollah aerial at-

tack on an army base in
northern Israel killed four
soldiers and severely i
wounded seven others :
Sunday, the military said, :
in the deadliest strike by !
the militant group since
Israel launched its ground :
invasion of Lebanon near- :

ly two weeks ago.

The Lebanon-based Hez- People ride the Giant Wheel and flying chair ride at Gillian’s Wonderland, the

bollah called the attack : hopular amusement park on the boardwalk in Ocean City of New Jersy, US.
near Binyamina city retali- :
ation for Israeli strikes on i
Beirut on Thursday that :
killed 22 people. It said it :

S plane crash:

lani brigade, launching :

Pilot killed

systems during the assault :
i Savannah: One person died

Israel’s national rescue
service said the attack
wounded 61. With Israel’s |
advanced air-defence sys- :
tems, it’s rare for so many
people to be injured by
i partment said in a brief
i statement that officers were
i dispatched to the crash site
i on East 66th Street, roughly

Deir Al-balah: Israel’s
military says four soldiers :
were killed in a Hezbollah
drone attack on an army
base next to Binyamina :
city. A military statement
says the strike Sunday
evening also severely in- :

targeted Israel’s elite Go-

dozens of missiles to oc-
cupy Israeli air defence

by “squadrons” of drones.

drones or missiles.

Four Israel soldiers :

killed

jured seven soldiers.

It’s the deadliest Hezbol- .

lah strike since Israel
launched its ground inva-
sion of Lebanon nearly two
weeks ago.

The Lebanon-based Hez-

bollah earlier claimed re- :
¢ ground in front of a house.

sponsibility and called the

attack retaliation for Is- |
raeli strikes on Beirut on :

Thursday that killed 22
people.
-AP
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as a result of a small plane
crash Sunday night in a Sa-
vannah, Georgia, residen-

tial neighbourhood, local :
i going to immerse idols fol-

police said.
The Savannah Police De-

4.8 kilometers south of the
city’s historic landmark dis-

trict. “The pilot is deceased,
and the passenger has mi-
i Patuatuli area of Old Dha-

nor injuries,” Savannah po-
lice posted on X, adding,
“No one on the ground was
injured.”

Savannah’s firefighter :

union posted on Facebook
that the crash happened
shortly before 10 pm Sun-

day. The Savannah Profes- :
sional Firefighters Associa- :

tion posted a photograph of
a mangled plane on the

The cause of the crash

was not immediately :

known. Police said the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-

¢ tion is investigating.

Indian HC to Ottawa ‘person
of interest’, alleges Canada

New Delhi: India on Mon-
day outrightly rejected as
“preposterous imputa-
tions” Canada’s indication
linking the Indian high
commissioner to Ottawa to
the investigation into the al-
leged killing of Sikh separa-
tist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said India
received a “diplomatic com-
munication from Canada
yesterday suggesting that
the Indian High Commis-
sioner and other diplomats
are ‘persons of interest’ina
matter related to an investi-
gation in that country.”

“The Government of In-
dia strongly rejects these
preposterous imputations
and ascribes them to the
political agenda of the
Trudeau government that
is centred around vote bank
politics,” it said.

The MEA said India now
reserves the right to take
further steps in response to
these “latest efforts of the
Canadian government to
concoct allegations against
Indian diplomats”.

“Since Prime Minister
Trudeau made certain al-
legations in September
2023, the Canadian govern-
ment has not shared a shred
of evidence with the Gov-
ernment of India, despite

Evf
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Justin Trudeau

many requests from our
side,” the MEA said.

“This leaves little doubt
that on the pretext of an in-
vestigation, there is a delib-
erate strategy of smearing
India for political gains,”
the MEA said. It said Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s
hostility towards India has
long been in evidence. In
2018, his visit to India,
“which was aimed at curry-
ing favour with a vote bank,
rebounded to his
discomfort.”

“His Cabinet has includ-
ed individuals who have
openly associated with an
extremist and separatist
agenda regarding India,”
the MEA said. “His naked
interference in Indian in-
ternal politics in December
2020 showed how far he was
willing to go in thisregard,”
it added. “That his govern-
ment was dependent on a
political party, whose lead-
er openly espouses a sepa-
ratist ideology vis-a-vis In-

dia,
matters,” the MEA said.

as “absurd”.

“The Trudeau govern-
ment has consciously pro-
vided space to violent ex- :

tremists and terrorists to
harass, threaten and intimi-

spanning 36 years.

“He has been Ambassa-
dor in Japan and Sudan,

while also serving in Italy,

Turkiye, Vietnam and Chi-
na. The aspersions cast on :
him by the Government of
Canada are ludicrous and
deserve to be treated with !
-PTI

contempt,” it said.

Russia captures
Ukrainevillage

only aggravated i Kyiv: Russia said Monday
i it has captured the village

The relations between
India and Canada came un-
der severe strain following :
Trudeau’s allegations in :
September last year of a
“potential” involvement of
Indian agents in the killing :
of Khalistani extremist :
Hardeep Singh Nijjar. The :
latter was gunned down in
Surrey, British Columbiain
June last year. New Delhi :
rejected Trudeau’s charges :

of Levadne in southern

winter arrives.

were being kept.

own offensive.

Islamabad: Chinese Pre-
mier Li Qiang on Monday

i arrived for a four-day visit
Ukraine as it probes for
weaknesses along the war’s :
roughly 1,000-kilometre
front line, including in east- :
ern areas which currently i
are the main focus of Mos- i
cow’s military effort before :
i CPEC.

Ukrainian authorities, :
meanwhile, reported no
nighttime Shahed drone at-
¢ tackson the country for the :
¢ first time in about six !
weeks, after saying five
days ago it struck a Shahed :
storage facility in Russia’s i
i Krasnodar region where :
i some 400 drones reportedly :
date Indian diplomats and :
community leaders in Can- :
ada. This has included
death threats tothemand to :
Indian leaders,” the MEA
said. The MEA said High !
Commissioner Sanjay Ku-
mar Vermais India’s senior :
most serving diplomat with
a distinguished career :

during which he will attend
the SCO summit and hold
bilateral meetings with his
Pakistani counterpart She-
hbaz Sharif and discuss is-
sues of mutual interests,
including the strategic

This is the first visit by
any Chinese premier to Pa-
kistan in 11 years and
comes on the back of recent
attacks on Chinese nation-
als working on infrastruc-
ture projects in Pakistan.

Prime Minister Sharif
received Li along with cabi-
net ministers at the Nur

i Khanairbase at Rawalpindi
In Moscow, the Defence :
Ministry said Russian :
troops took Levadne in the
Zaporizhzhia region. Lev- i
adne was seized by the Rus-
sians early during the war !
but was recaptured by !
Ukrainian forces during a i
counteroffensive in the :
i summer of 2023.
Ukraine’s troops are :
straining to hold back Rus- i
i sia’s military might, espe- :
cially in the eastern :
Donetsk region, and don’t :
have the manpower or
weaponry to launch their :
i stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)

-AP

near here.

Liand other foreign lead-
ers will attend the 23rd
Meeting of the Council of
Heads of Government
(CHG) of Member States of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) in Is-
lamabad to be held on Tues-

i day and Wednesday.

Earlier there were specu-
lations about Li’s participa-
tion in the wake of the Kkill-
ing of two Chinese workers
in a suicide attack in Kara-
chi and the ongoing agita-
tion by the opposition Paki-

party for the release of its

Dhaka: At least three peo-
ple were injured in a clash
that broke out between po-
lice and Hindu community

lowing the conclusion of
Durga Puja in an Old Dha-
ka locality, a media report
said on Monday.

The three people, includ-
ing a police officer, were
injured when miscreants
threw bricks from the roof-
top of Nur Super Market in

ka on the procession head-
ing to immerse idols in the
Buriganga river late Sun-
day night, The Daily Star
newspaper said quoting an
eyewitness.

Following the attack,
members of the Hindu
community tried to enter
the market but faced resist-
ance from the police.

Kotwali police station
Officer-in-Charge Md Ena-
mul Hasan told the newspa-
per, “The locals attempted
to enter the market. For the

¢ sake of the market’s secu-

Over 200 workers of Imran’s party arrested
Pakistan’s law enforcement agencies have arrested
more than 200 workers of Imran Khan’s party in

the Punjab province to thwart its planned protest

in Islamabad during the SCO summit, police said on

Monday.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) had announced to
hold a demonstration at the D-Chowk in the capital
during the two-day Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
summit that is scheduled to begin on Tuesday.

jailed leader and former
premier Imran Khan.
State-run the Associated
Press of Pakistan (APP) re-
ported ahead of Li’s visit
that he would be meeting
Pakistan’s civil and mili-
tary leadership and attend

the SCO summit during his
October 14 to 17 visit.
Sharif and Li will lead
their respective delegations
to comprehensively discuss
all aspects of Pakistan-Chi-
narelations, including eco-
nomic and trade ties and

Clashes amid
immersion of idols

rity, we resisted them from
entering, which eventually
led to the clash.”

The officer further said
that unable to control the
situation, he informed the
army and they arrived and
dispersed the crowd. “The
situation is now largely un-
der control,” he added.

The five-day Hindu reli-
gious festival that began
with an invocation of God-
dess Durga on Wednesday,
conlcuded with the immer-
sion of Goddess Durga
murtis on Sunday.

The Hindus constitute
about 8 per cent of the 170
million population in Bang-
ladesh. The community has
faced attacks since regime
change on August 5 and in
the latest series of inci-
dents, Durga Puja mandaps
faced vandalism. A crude
bomb was allegedly thrown
at a Durga Puja mandap in
the Tanti Bazar area of Old
Dhaka on Friday and al-
though the bomb caught
fire, nobody was injured.

Chinese premier in Pak for SCO meet

By Sajjad Hussain

cooperation under the USD
60 billion CPEC. The two
sides will also discuss re-

gional and global
developments.

Earlier last week, Sharif
assured the Chinese of per-
sonally overseeing the in-
vestigation into the Kara-
chi attack, for which the
outlawed Baloch Libera-
tion Army has claimed re-
sponsibility. On Friday,
China said it had dis-
patched an inter-agency
working group to Pakistan
to review the security of
scores of Chinese person-
nel working on the CPEC
projects.

QUOTEOFTHEDAY |
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“A victory by
Donald Trump in
US presidential
election would

the world. | don’t
interfere in the
internal affairs of
other countries,

bring misfortune to

but this matter is too important
for the world. | deeply believe that
Americans will vote responsibly.”

Lech Walesa, Ex President, Poland

Armedm arrested near Trump’s rally

Los Angeles: A Nevada

{ man with a shotgun, load-
i ed handgun, ammunition

and several fake passports
in his vehicle was arrested
at a security checkpoint
outside Donald Trump’s

i rally Saturday night in the
i Southern California de-

sert, authorities said. He
was released the same day
on $5,000 bail.

The suspect, a 49-year-

: old resident of Las Vegas,
i was driving an unregis-

tered black SUV with a
“homemade” license plate
that was stopped by depu-

ties assigned to the rally in
Coachella, east of Los An-
geles, Riverside County
Sheriff Chad Bianco said
at a news conference Sun-
day afternoon.

The driver claimed to be

The suspect, a 49-year-old resident of Las Vegas, was
driving an unregistered black SUV witha
“homemade” license plate that was stopped by
deputies assigned to the rally in Coachella, east of
Los Angeles. The man was arrested on suspicion of
possessing a loaded firearm and possession of a
high-capacity magazine, the department saidina

statement.

a journalist but it was un-
clear if he had the proper
credentials. Deputies no-
ticed the interior of the
vehicle was “in disarray”
and a search uncovered the
weapons and ammo, along
with multiple passports

and driver licenses with
different names, Bianco
said.

The man was arrested
on suspicion of possessing
a loaded firearm and pos-
session of a high-capacity
magazine, the department

said in a statement.

“This incident did not
impact the safety of former
President Trump or at-
tendees of the event,” the
Saturday statement said.
Trump had not yet arrived
at the rally at the time of
the arrest, the sheriff said
Sunday. The suspect is
scheduled to appear in
court on Jan. 2, 2025, ac-
cording to online records.

Bianco declined to spec-
ulate about the suspect’s
motives or frame of mind.
“We know we prevented
something bad from hap-

pening, and it was irrele-
vant what that bad was go-
ing to be,” Bianco said.
The man made it past an
outer security boundary
and was stopped at an in-
ner perimeter patrolled by
the sheriff’s department,
Bianco said. Another secu-
rity checkpoint closer to
the rally site was operated
by the Secret Service.
“The U.S. Secret Service
assesses that the incident
did not impact protective
operations and Trump was
not in any danger,” the U.S.
Attorney’s Office said.
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Raj’s Solo Gambit

aj Thackeray, the maverick leader of the Maha-
Rrashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS), has long been the

political enfant terrible of Maharashtra. In a
recent address to his party workers in Goregaon, he
declared the MNS’s intent to contest the upcoming state
elections independently, distancing himself from both
the ruling Mahayuti and the opposition Maharashtra
Vikas Aghadi (MVA). Thackeray’s rhetoric was fiery as
ever, positioning himself as the outsider in the state’s
fluid political landscape.

His assertion that the MNS will be part of the next
government is a bold claim for a leader whose party has
been in decline since its heyday in 2012. In his address,
Thackeray railed against political flip-flopping, lambast-
ing those who switched sides for power and warning that
Maharashtra should never bow before the dictates of
Delhi—a thinly veiled critique of the central govern-
ment’s influence over the Eknath Shinde-led Mahayuti
coalition.

Thackeray’s criticism of industrial giant Adani,
accusing it of land grabs in Maharashtra, may be an
attempt to tap into a perceived well of populist anger
against crony capitalism. But this anti-corporate stance
sits uneasily with his recent dalliance with the BJP, a
party that has hardly shied away from close ties with big
business.

His dismissal of the Maratha reservation as unattain-
able and critique of the ‘Ladki Bahin’ welfare scheme—
deemed fiscally unsustainable—reflect his willingness to
tackle contentious issues, even at the risk of alienating a
key voter bloc.

Yet, despite this strident anti-establishment tone,
Thackeray’s actions have been far more conciliatory
towards the ruling BJP and CM Shinde in the last couple
of years. Earlier this year, he campaigned vigorously for
the ruling Mahayuti’s candidates in the Lok Sabha
elections after declaring his unconditional support for
PM Modi despite receiving no electoral seat himself. His
familiar brand of oratory, marked by scathing attacks on
his cousin and rival, Uddhav Thackeray and savage
lampooning of political rivals, has not translated into
any political capital.

The MNS, founded in 2006 to champion the cause of
the ‘Marathi manoos’, has seen its fortunes dwindle over
the years. In 2014, it suffered twin electoral debacles and
subsequent local and national elections only cemented
its political irrelevance. Even its fiery campaign against
north Indians, which once garnered both support and
notoriety, has become a footnote. The question remains
what does Raj Thackeray want? In the 2019 Lok Sabha
election, he had campaigned for Congress-NCP. This
time, his meeting with Union Home Minister Amit Shah
earlier this year led us to think the MNS would finally be
an integral part of the Mahayuti. This, however, has not
come to pass, and Thackeray’s solo gambit for the state
elections suggests either a calculated risk or a desperate
last stand. If the MINS falters once more in this Assembly
election, Thackeray risks being consigned to the margins
of Maharashtra’s political history.

Christoph Ernst

he rise of right-wing populism in
I Europe, often characterized by fig-
ures like Viktor Orban in Hungary
and Jorg Haider in Austria, is not merely
a reaction to domestic discontent but a
broader challenge to what many view as
an increasingly authoritarian European
Union. The real conflict, it seems, lies be-
tween national sovereignty and a supra-
national body that increasingly dictates
policy to its member states often without
democratic accountability. For critics,
the EU has become a ‘hyperstate’ of un-
elected officials who meddle in everyday
life, from immigration quotas to econom-
ic policy, and even the limits of free
speech.

Italian writer Ignazio Silone, reflecting
on fascism’s many faces, famously re-
marked, “If fascism returns, it will not
say, ‘I am fascism.’ No, it will say, ‘T am
anti-fascism.’” Silone, who had experi-
enced the Stalinist purges firsthand,
coined the term “red fascism” to describe
how authoritarianism could emerge un-
der the guise of liberation or even democ-
racy. His insight is eerily prescient today,
as governments and institutions weap-

Therise of right-wing
populism signals a deeper
clash between national
sovereignty and an
increasingly authoritarian
European Union.

Natlonal Rebellion or Threat? Populism
and the EU’s Crisis of Democracy

onize the rhetoric of anti-fascism to si-
lence dissent.

Austrian author Thomas Glavinic, re-
flecting on modern European politics,
argues that elections offer little real
choice. National policies, from immigra-
tion to digital censorship, are increas-
ingly dictated by the EU’s technocrats -
individuals who are not accountable to
voters but whose decisions shape the
lives of millions. As Glavinic cynically
observes, elections are little more than a
“collective hallucination” of democracy,
a spectacle in which the electorate’s in-
fluence is negligible.

For many Europeans, this erosion of
national sovereignty has created a back-
lash, particularly among those who feel
that traditional values and local interests
are being sacrificed at the altar of a dis-
tant, unaccountable bureaucracy. The
rise of populist movements, whether it is
Orban’s Fidesz party in Hungary or the
FPO in Austria, is seen as an “earth-
quake” shaking the foundations of Euro-
pean politics. Yet, instead of engaging
with the legitimate concerns of these
movements - immigration, economic in-
equality or the erosion of national iden-
tity - the political establishment has often
resorted to vilifying them as proto-fascist
threats to democracy.

Jorg Haider’s rise in Austria, for exam-
ple, was met with widespread condemna-
tion by the European elite, who painted
him as a new Hitler. His nostalgia for pre-
war Austria and critique of unchecked
immigration provided an easy narrative
for his detractors to frame him as an ex-
tremist. Yet Haider’s appeal lay precisely
in his ability to speak for the ‘little peo-
ple’—those who felt alienated by a politi-
cal system dominated by technocrats and
entrenched elites. Instead of addressing
these grievances, the establishment used
moral panic to delegitimize popular dis-
content, a tactic that has since become
standard across Europe in dealing with
right-wing populists.

This moral framing has allowed the EU
and its defenders to present themselves
as the guardians of liberal democracy

while systematically stripping away the
very freedoms they claim to protect. The
EU’s push for regulations against disin-
formation and hate speech on digital plat-
forms is a prime example. Under the
guise of protecting public discourse, the
EU has given itself the power to decide
what constitutes acceptable speech.

The rise of conservative and national-
ist movements across Europe is thus
framed as a rebellion against this creep-
ingtechnocratic authoritarianism. These
movements are often described as anti-
democratic, yet their core message is one
of reclaiming national self-determina-
tion. As in Austria, where the FPO’s vic-
tory was described as an “earthquake,”
the populist surge is not a simple matter
of left versus right. It is a revolt against
the patronizing paternalism of a Brussels
elite that increasingly governs Europe in
a top-down, neo-feudal manner.

Looking at the antics of functionaries
like Thierry Breton or Ursula von der
Leyen, the EU has no longer anything to
do with popular rule of whatever kind.
And against this background, the alleged
anti-fascism in an anti-racist guiseis just
a sham, through which mighty apparat-
chiks justify their ever more comprehen-
sive claim to power.

The need to be counted among the
‘good guys’ and to generate moral capital

by elevating oneself above the alleged
‘bad guys’ is as old as the hills, often
achieved by demeaning others based on
race, religion, or worldview. It is much
more strenuous to proceed according to
traditional rules, discuss conflicts openly
and resolve contrary interests through
compromise. But I prefer that, as it is the
only way that allows the dignity of all
parties concerned to be respected.

Two years after the bloody defeat of
the Italian fascists and the German Na-
zis, on 11 November 1947, Winston
Churchill said: “Many forms of govern-
ment have been tried, and will be tried in
this world of sin and woe. No one claims
that democracy is perfect or all-knowing.
Indeed, it can be said that democracy is
the worst form of government, apart
from all the others that have been tried
from time to time.”

The future of Europe will be deter-
mined not by whether it can stamp out
the populist right, but whether it can re-
store faith in democracy itself. If it fails,
the continent risks sliding into the very
authoritarianism it claims to oppose.

(The author is an historian and
novelist who writes historically-aware
crime fiction. He is currently working on
a book on Germany’s migration crisis.
Views personal.)
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Durga Puja in Bangladesh:
A Festival of Fear

espite the Hindus in neigh-
D bouring Bangladesh putting
up a brave face during the
recent Durga Puja festivities, the at-

GLALEY

Caste Quandary: Sub-
Categorlsatlon at a Crossroads

P
n October 11, the Telangana " b
government appointed the ! -

Justice Shameem AKkhter

Reservations) Act, which sought to
divide SCsinto four groups - Relli (A),
Madiga (B), Mala (C), and others (D).

mosphere for the minority commu-
nity since the fall of Sheikh Hasina’s
government is far from celebratory.

A pervasive sense of insecurity
looms over the Hindu community,
particularly following the recent
wave of violence and persecution
that has marked the interim govern-
ment led by Muhammad Yunus.

The assaults on Hindus have be-
come alarmingly frequent, with re-
ports of temple desecration and the
forceful occupation of Hindu homes
and properties. This environment of
fear has traumatized the country’s
Hindu minority, which numbers
over 13 million in a predominantly
Muslim nation. Despite assurances
from Yunus’s administration for en-
hanced security during the festival,
the situation remains dire, with radi-
cal Islamist groups openly threaten-
ing Hindus and calling for the public
celebration of their religious festi-
vals to cease. Some extremist fac-
tions have even suggested outright
bans on Hindu festivals, framing
such demands within a context that
prioritizes the Islamic identity of
Bangladesh.

The government’s response has
been woefully inadequate, failing to
reject these extremist demands or
take meaningful action against

As rising Islamist
threats and
government
restrictions dampen
Hindu celebrations, the
minority community

in Bangladesh faces

an uncertain future
marked by insecurity
and foreboding.

those inciting communal tensions.
In a notable display of capitulation,
authorities this time had instituted
restrictions on Durga Puja celebra-
tions, forbidding the traditional
beating of drums, blowing of conch
shells, and ringing of bells during
daily prayers. This decree, which
hasno precedent since Bangladesh’s
independence in 1971, has left Hin-
dus feeling particularly marginal-
ized and is interpreted as tacit sup-
port for Islamic fundamentalism by
the Yunus administration.

Furthermore, the recent spate of
attacks on Durga idols and puja
mandaps, escalating just weeks be-
fore the festival, saw idols of goddess
Durga being broken in many parts
of the country by Islamists. Despite
government assurances, the culprits
remain unpunished.

This climate of fear had led to a
significant downturn in Durga Puja
celebrations this year with reports
of many organizers having opted to
cancel festivities altogether. Reports
from various districts, including
Khulna, Rangpur, and Jhinaidaha,
indicate that puja organizers have
received threats from Islamist
groups demanding a so-called ‘tax’
of five lakh Bangladeshi Taka for
‘permission’ to conduct their cele-
brations. Such demands hark back
to the jizya—historically levied on
non-Muslims under Islamic rule—
evoking deep historical grievances
among the Hindu population.

The oppressive atmosphere

reached a climax with the vandalism
of a Durga idol in Kishoreganj,
where Muslim extremists decapi-
tated the goddess’ image.

In response, India has condemned
the attacks, calling on the interim gov-
ernment in Dhaka to ensure the safety
of Hindus and other minorities.

On October 12, India’s Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) expressed
“serious concern” over the recent
desecrations and attacks. “These are
deplorable events. They follow a sys-
tematic pattern of desecration and
damage to temples and deities that
we have witnessed over several days
now,” the MEA said. India urged the
Bangladeshi government to take im-
mediate steps to protect its minori-
ties and their places of worship, es-
pecially during the Durga Puja
season. The MEA'’s statement came
after a series of targeted attacks, in-
cluding a crude explosive device
thrown at a Durga Puja pandal in
Dhaka, which injured several volun-
teers and one devotee.

The implications of the govern-
ment’s inaction are profound. Trust
between the Hindu community and
state authorities is dwindling, with
scepticism surrounding promises of
protection from further attacks.

The gradual erosion of cultural
identity amid escalating religious in-
tolerance suggests that the nation
may be heading towards a future
where such festivities are relegated
to quiet, solitary observance rather
than vibrant communal celebration.

Commission to explore the sub-clas-
sification of Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and provide recommendations. The
move comes on the heels of an Au-
gust Supreme Court ruling that
empowered states to pursuesuch *
sub-categorisation, aimed aten-
suring a more equitable distribu- "."
tion of benefits among margin-
alised SC communities. This !
process, which seeks to address
persistent inequalities and im-
prove representation, is fraught
with challenges, not least the |
absence of updated caste data.
The commission, a one- -
man body tasked with com- ™
pleting its work in just 60
days, finds itself hampered by |
the same obstacle that confronted
the B.N. Lokur Committee in 1965 - a
lack of reliable census data on caste.
Despite recognizing the need for ur-
gent reforms, the Lokur Committee
ultimately stopped short of recom-
mending sub-categorisation. It did,
however, highlight the advanced sta-
tus of some SC groups, such as the
Malas, and the need for their removal
from the SC list, citing their dispro-
portionate access to resources.
Telangana’s decision to appoint
the commission comes at a critical
juncture. The state is currently un-
dertaking a large-scale recruitment
drive for government posts, which

As Telangana takes

a step towards caste
justice, the one-man
commission’s 60-

day mandate raises
guestions about the
Congress government’s
political will and intent
for genuine reform.

could significantly affect disadvan-
taged SC subgroups. The Madiga Res-
ervation Porata Samithi (MRPS), a
group that has long championed the
cause of SC sub-categorisation, has
urged the government to delay the
appointment of 11,000 teachers until
the sub-categorisation process is
complete. However, MRPS leader
Manda Krishna Madiga’s protests
have been met with resistance, his
planned march in Hyderabad thwart-
ed by the police. Despite this, Madiga
remains a central figure, advocating
for the rights of his community
through Gandhian means of protest
for over four decades.

The social realities for many SC
communities remain stark. Discrimi-
nation persists in various forms, par-
ticularly against more disadvantaged
subgroups like the Madigas. Histori-
cally, efforts to address these inequal-
ities through sub-classification have
been made, but they have met with
mixed results. In 1999, the Andhra
Pradesh government, under Chan-
drababu Naidu, introduced the
Scheduled Castes (Rationalisation of

The legislation was in effect for four
years until the Supreme Court struck
it down, deeming the state’s actions
an overreach of its constitutional
powers.
A The Telangana government’s
_“ approach mirrors the inten-
tions of the 2000 Act, which
provided separate quotas for
Madigas (around 60% of the
SC population) and Malas
... (about 28%) based on Cen-
sus 2011 data. However, the
decision of the Revanth Reddy-led
Congress government to form a one-
man commission to investigate sub-
categorisation, rather than using
existing legal frameworks, appears
more like a delaying tactic than a de-
cisive move toward reform.

At a high-level meeting held on
October 11, the Chief Minister in-
structed officials to begin a caste cen-
sus immediately, setting a 60-day
deadline for its completion. The data
from this census, which will rely on
the 2011 Census as a baseline, will be
crucial for informing both the sub-
categorisation of SCs and a broader
survey of the social and economic
conditions of the state’s Backward
Classes (BCs).

The Telangana government has
announced a moratorium on new job
notifications until the Justice Sha-
meem Akhter Commission submits
its report, aiming to reassure mar-
ginalized communities like the Madi-
gas amid ongoing hiring. By involv-
ing all government departments in
data collection, the Reddy adminis-
tration seeks to ensure a fairer re-
source distribution among SCs and
BCs. However, scepticism remains
regarding the commission’s true in-
tentions—will it foster real change or
merely delay progress?

As the December 9 deadline ap-
proaches, the outcome of the sub-
categorisation debate looms large
over Telangana’s marginalized
castes and draws national attention.

i
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1. A woman purchases earthen lamps
(Diya) from a roadside vendor in
Bikaner on Monday.

2. Actor Ananya Panday with designer
Rohit Bal on the ramp during the grand
finale of Lakme Fashion Week in New
Delhi on Sunday.

3. Yachts ahead of the Indian Navy
Sailing Championship (INSC) that will
be held from Oct. 16 to Oct, 19, 2024,
at Indian Naval Academy in Kerala.

4. Birds visit a sandbar as the sun
rises on Manasota Key in Englewood
following the passage of Hurricane
Milton on Sunday.

5. Devotees carry palanquin of deities
during the second day of International
Dussehra festival in Kullu on Monday.

P A

All Pictures PTI, AP

) EXPERTS’ VOICE ¢
Essential Tips to Stay Safe Online

Pravin Dixit

he increasing number of cyber-
I crimes occurring daily is both
alarming and traumatic. No
one is exempt; it affects nearly every-
one—rich or poor, educated or unedu-
cated, men and women, young and
old. The criminals are often invisible
or use fake identities, while victims
tend to be gullible and unsuspecting.
Most do not report these crimes due
to shame, fear, or lack of awareness.
By the time they realise they've been
cheated, significant time has passed,
allowing the criminals to complete
their transactions and withdraw the
funds.

The nature of cybercrime varies by
location and incident, taking many
forms, including fake investment por-
tals, enticing job offers, fraudulent
matrimonial proposals, and so-called
"digital arrests." These crimes often
start with a call from an unknown
person making attractive offers or
threats about non-existent crimes.
Criminals may impersonate gas com-
pany representatives, asking for per-
sonal information and bank details,
or send emails requesting banking
information. In some cases, victims
receive video calls where they are
"digitally arrested" and pressured to
make large payments, with fraud-
sters preventing them from leaving
until the payment is made.

Victims include retirees seeking
high-return investments, unem-
ployed youth searching for jobs, and
young women interested in marriage
proposals. Some women face black-
mail or threats of compromising
photo publication. Cybercriminals
employ various tactics—false prom-
ises, unusual returns, and exploita-
tion of greed or dreams—to lure vic-
tims. Surprisingly, even those savvy
in social media, mobile technology,
and computers, including individuals
with substantial funds, often fall prey
to these schemes.

In some cases, law enforcement
agencies have arrested criminals but
remain unaware of where the money
has gone. On October 10, 2024, the
NIA (National Investigative Agency)
stated, “Investigations revealed that
five individuals trafficked vulnera-
ble Indian youth to the Golden Tri-
angle Region in Laos, forcing them
to commit cyber scams targeting
European and American citizens.
They operated through the consul-
tancy firm All International Servic-
es, which served as a front for hu-
man trafficking” (The Perfect Voice,
October 11, 2024). Many of the real
culprits behind these cybercrimes
are based in China or Pakistan, caus-
ing chaos in countries like India, the
USA, and the UK.

Apart from registering offences
under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,
and the I.T. Act under various provi-
sions, the RBI and other public and
private banks are constantly alerting
their customers and the public, in
general, to guard against fraudsters
and not to disclose their account de-
tails or not fall prey to any links for
rewards. They have also publicised
their helplines, where the victims are
asked to report at the earliest.

The Government of India has is-
sued helpline no. 1930, and the web-
site for victims to report is https://
wWww.cybercrime.gov.in.

The Department of Telecommuni-
cations has also launched the =g
portal for reporting suspected fraud
and unsolicited commercial commu-
nication received in the last 30 days.
You can access the portal via this
link: https://services.india.gov.in/
service/detail/
chakshu-report-suspected-fraud-
communication

The portal offers several services,

including:

« Identifying your wireline internet
service provider.

« Reporting international calls that
appear to have an Indian number.

« Checking the number of connec-
tions issued in your name.

« Verifying your mobile device using
its IMEI number.

India Cybercrime Coordination

Centre
The Indian Cybercrime Coordina-
tion Centre (I4C) was established by

the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
in New Delhi to provide a coordinated
framework for Law Enforcement
Agencies (LEAs) to address cyber-
crime comprehensively. 14C serves as
the nodal point for combating cyber-
crime across the country.

14C focuses on raising awareness
and training law enforcement officers
as Cyber AE (Cyber Warriors),
having trained thousands of police
officers in handling cybercrime. It
also spreads awareness on social me-
dia through Cyber @€ (Cyber
Friends) campaigns.

For safe practices to prevent cyber-

crime, visit I4C's website. Some key

tips include:

1. Avoid pop-ups, unknown emails,
and suspicious links.

2. Use strong passwords and multi-
factor authentication.

3. Regularly update and back up your
data.

The portal also outlines various
categories of cybercrimes., such as,
cryptocurrency crime, cyber terror-
ism, hacking, social media-related
crimes, etc.

I urge everyone using computers,
mobiles, or other electronic devices
to avoid responding to calls, emails,
or video calls from unknown num-
bers, whether in India or abroad. If
you choose to respond, verify the
caller's details first. Staying vigilant
is essential to protect your life, mon-
ey, dignity, and reputation from the
growing threat of cybercriminals.

The Government of India must en-
sure its portals and helplines are
available 24/7 and user-friendly for
easy access. It should also secure per-
sonal data shared with online plat-
forms, banks, and investment cen-
tres, as fraudsters often exploit this
information. Legal measures must be
introduced to prevent data breaches,
with strict penalties for those respon-
sible for leaks. Additionally, the gov-
ernment should study technological
innovations from advanced countries
to effectively track and apprehend
cybercriminals. Strengthening coor-
dination with international organisa-
tions and foreign governments is
crucial to protecting Indians from
these borderless threats.

(The author is former DGP,
Maharashtra. Views personal.)

) READERS’ VOICE ¢
Ayushman Bharat:

A Lifeline oralLost Cause?

Smitha Balachandran

yushman Bharat was
Alaunched in 2018 as a flagship
insurance scheme by the

Modi government designed to pro-
vide annual insurance coverage of
five lakh rupees per family for those
hailing from the most economically
deprived sections of society. This
comprehensive insurance scheme
aims to protect the poorest of the
poor from falling into catastrophic
debt, which can occur due to the in-
ability to afford necessary medical
expenses, such as doctors' fees, hos-
pital bills, treatment costs, and sur-
gical operations. By addressing
these financial barriers, Ayushman
Bharat seeks to ensure that vulner-
able families can access essential
healthcare services without the fear
of overwhelming financial burdens.
However, six years after its incep-

Ayushman Bharat,
an insurance scheme
for the economically
disadvantaged,
struggles to effectively
deliver necessary
healthcare to those
in need. A thorough
review is essential to
address concerns and
ensure the scheme
meets its intended
goals.

tion, the Ayushman Bharat scheme
seems to have somewhat derailed,
primarily due to a variety of rea-
sons. To begin with, in Maharashtra,
the government has empanelled a
significantly higher number of pri-
vate hospitals compared to govern-
ment hospitals for Ayushman
Bharat-related treatments. The
stark reality is that private hospitals
often show a marked disinterest in
providing health care to economi-
cally deprived sections of our popu-
lation, as their operations are funda-
mentally driven by profit motives. In
an article published by The Scroll,
many private hospitals have report-
ed that since 2021, they have faced
considerable delays in the process-
ing of claims, along with numerous
rejections and deductions in pay-
ments. Despite the government's
substantial budget allocations for
Ayushman Bharat, actual spending
remains disappointingly low. For
clarification, in the 2022-23 fiscal
year, the budget allocation for the
scheme was 6,412 crores; however,
during the first nine months of 2022,
the government released only 18% of
these allocated funds. This discrep-
ancy raises significant concerns
about the scheme's effectiveness in
delivering necessary healthcare to
those in need.

Keeping these facts in perspective,
it would make far more sense to in-
crease the number of government-
empanelled hospitals across various
states and significantly improve
their overall quality. As highlighted
in a recent article in Economic and
Political Weekly, many government
hospitals in Maharashtra face chal-
lenges due to inadequate health in-
frastructure and poor maintenance
of diagnostic equipment, resulting
in a notable mismatch between de-
mand and supply. Even more con-
cerning, a poorly organised and cor-
rupt system leaves the public health
system in the state consistently lack-
ing essential medications. Conse-
quently, these public health facilities
often resort to providing private pre-
scriptions, which leads to enormous
out-of-pocket expenses for patients.
This unfortunate state of affairs has

e = sz
adevastating impact on the econom-
ically disadvantaged, further exacer-
bating their struggles and hardships
in accessing necessary healthcare
services.

Ayushman Bharat, while a signifi-
cant initiative, does not extend its
coverage to outpatient treatment,
and it notably does not provide reim-
bursement for critical diagnostic
tests such as CT scans and MRI
scans. This limitation raises con-
cerns about the comprehensiveness
of the healthcare services offered
under the scheme.

Additionally, a troubling aspect of
the healthcare landscape in Maha-
rashtra is the persistent shortage of
medical professionals. Each year, ap-
proximately 7,000 medical graduates
enter the workforce; however, data
from the Public Health Department
highlights that a staggering 14% of
medical officer positions remain un-
filled. Even more alarming is the
vacancy rate for district health offic-
ers, which stands at 64%, while 54%
of civil surgeon posts are unoccu-
pied. Furthermore, the situation for
specialists is dire, with a vacancy
rate of 81%.

All these factors have to be consid-
ered when the overall effectiveness
of the scheme is determined. The
deprived, especially the most eco-
nomically deprived sections of our
society, cannot but be adversely af-
fected by these conditions.

(The author is a private
researcher. Views personal.)
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Sindhu, Lakshya

aimto regam format
Denmark Open

Odense (Denmark): Indi-
an badminton stars PV
Sindhu and Lakshya Sen
will be eager to bounce
back from a disappointing
resumption to their season
when they compete in the

USD 850,000 Denmark Open
Super 750, starting
Tuesday.

Both players found the
going tough in the Arctic
Open in Vantaa, Finland,
last week where former
world champion Sindhu
suffered a first-round exit,
while 2021 world bronze
winner Sen bowed out in
the second round.

At Arena Fyn in Odense,
they will hope for better re-
sults as they lead India's
challenge in this prestig-
ious tournament, the 13th
event of the 2024 BWF
World Tour.

Sen, who finished fourth
at the Paris Olympics, went
down fighting to Chinese
Taipei's Chou Tien Chen
last week.

Here, the 23-year-old
from Almora will face Chi-
na's Lu Guang Zu in his
opening match -- an oppo-
nent he is yet to meet in
professional badminton.

Should he advance, Sen
might face Indonesia's Jo-
natan Christie in the sec-
ond round, with reigning
world champion Kunlavut
Vitidsarn of Thailand will,
in all likelihood, be waiting
for him in the
quarter-finals.

PV Sindhu

Sindhu, a two-time
Olympic medallist, will
need to quickly address the
issues affecting her perfor-
mance after a disappoint-
ing first-round loss to Can-
ada's Michelle Li, an
opponent she had previ-
ously defeated 10 times.

Under the guidance of
new coaches Anup Sridhar
and Korea's Lee Hyun-il,
she will open against Chi-
nese Taipei's Pai Yu Po and
could potentially face Chi-
na's Han Yue in the second
round if she progresses.

In addition to Sindhu,
India will have several oth-
er competitors in women's
singles, including the in-

Lakshya Sen

form Malvika Bansod, Aa-
karshi Kashyap, and prom-
ising talent Unnati Hooda.

Bansod, whohad reached
the quarterfinals of China
Open, will go up against Vi-
etnam's Nguyen Thuy Linh
at first, while Kashyap fac-
es Thailand's Supanida
Katethong.

Hooda, the 2022 Odisha
Open winner, will compete
against Lauren Lam from
the USA.

While there will be no
Indian representation in
men's doubles, Treesa Jolly
and Gayatri Gopichand,
who had missed the Paris
Olympics, will compete in
the women's doubles, tak-

ing on the fifth-seeded Ma-
laysian duo of Pearly Tan
and Thinnah
Muralitharan.

The Panda sisters,
Swetaparna and Rutapar-
na, will face off against
Chang Ching Hui and Yang
Ching Tung of Chinese
Taipei.

In mixed doubles, the
husband-wife combination
of B Sumeeth Reddy and
Sikki Reddy are set to face
Canada's Kevin Lee and Eli-
ana Zhang, while Sathish
Karunakaran and Aadya
Variyath will take on Indo-
nesia's Rehan Kusharjanto
and Lisa Kusumawati.

-PTI

Tilak Verma
to lead India
AinT20

New Delhi: Mumbai Indi-
ans star Tilak Varma will
lead India A while Ab-
hishek Sharma will serve
as his deputy in the upcom-
ing men's T20 Emerging
Teams Asia Cup, scheduled
from October 18 to 27 in
Muscat, Oman.

The 21-year-old Varma
brings experience from
four ODIs and 16 T20Is,
while Sharma has played
eight T20Is. The squad also
includes leg spinner Rahul
Chahar, who has six T20I
and one ODI appearances
for India.

India A boasts several
players with IPL experi-
ence, including Prabhsim-
ran Singh from Punjab
Kings, Anuj Rawat from
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore, Ayush Badoni from
Lucknow Super Giants, Ra-
mandeep Singh from Kolk-
ata Knight Riders, and Ne-
hal Wadhera from Mumbai
Indians in the batting
lineup.

Placed in Group B, India
A will kick off their cam-
paign against Pakistan on
October 19 at the Oman
Cricket Academy Ground
in Muscat.

Oman and UAE complete
their group, while Group A
consists of Afghanistan A,
Bangladesh A, Hong Kong,
and Sri Lanka A.

This will mark the first
time the tournament is
played in the T20 format.
The previous five editions
were held in the 50-over
format.

India A Squad: Tilak
Varma (C), Abhishek Shar-
ma (VC), Prabhsimran
Singh (WK), Nishant Sind-
hu, Ramandeep Singh, Ne-
hal Wadhera, Ayush Bado-
ni, Anuj Rawat (WK), Sai
Kishore, Hrithik Shokeen,
Rahul Chahar, Vaibhav
Arora, Anshul Kamboj, Aa-
qib Khan, Rasik Salam.

India's Shafali Verma bats during the ICC Women's T20 World Cup 2024 match
between India and Australia at Sharjah Stadium in United Arab Emirates on

Sunday.

Pic: AP/PTI

All India FIDE Chess

IM Kulkarni shares lead with 3 others

By correspondent

Mumbai: IM Vikramadi-
tya Kulkarni of Mumbai
along with Yash Watarkar
(Pune), Arnav Kherdekar
(Mumbai) and AIM Saikat
Nath (Delhi) with five
points each share the lead
at the top at the end of the
fifth round of the SMCA
Chess School organized 1st
All India FIDE Rating Open
Chess Tournament 2024,
played at the Russian
House, Peddar Road,
Mumbai.

On the first two boards of
the fifth round, the top-
ranked Kulkarni (2185) de-
feated Darsh Shetty (1798)
on the top board, while Wa-
tarkar (1963) outwitted Pal-
ghar’s Deepak Soni (1750)
on the second board to

maintain the winning
momentum.

Kherdekar (1846)
brushed aside the chal-
lenge from Delhi’s Tarun N.
(1730) on the third board,
while Saikat Nath (1829)
also from Delhi tasted suc-
cess defeating Karnataka’s
Rajeev Rudra (1738) on the
fourth board.

Results — Top-10: Round
4:IM Vikramaditya Kulkar-
ni (4) beat Amey Dandekar
(3) 1-0; Yash Watarkar (4)
beat Prisha Margaj (3) 1-0;
Atish Laddad (4) beat San-
jeev Mishra (3) 1-0; Arnav
Kherdekar (4) beat Udupi
Acharya (3) 1-0; Gurupras-
ad Kulkarni (3) lost AIM
Saikat Nath (4) 0-1; Anir-
udh Subramanian (3.5)
drew Om Gada (3.5) 0.5-0.5;
Darsh Shetty (4) beat

Kshaunish Jaiswal 3)
1-0; AIM Samarth Pa-
todekar (3) lost Deepak
Soni (4) 0-1; Rajeev Rudra
(4) beat Shraddha Padvekar
(3) 1-0; Aditya Siddharth (3)
lost Tarun N (4) 0-1.

Round 5: Darsh Shetty (4)
lost IM Vikramaditya
Kulkarni (5) 0-1; Deepak
Soni (4) lost Yash Watarkar
(5) 0-1; Tarun N (4) lost Ar-
nav Kherdekar (5) 0-1; AIM
Saikat Nath (5) beat Rajeev
Rudra (4) 1-0; Atharv Soni
(4.5) beat Atish Laddad (4)
1-0; Om Gada (4.5) beat
Shubham Baviskar (3.5) 1-0;
Anirudh Subramanian (4.5)
beat Kush Agarwal (3.5) 1-0;
Yuti Patel (4) drew Kartik
(4) 0.5-0.5; Palaash Mapara
(4) drew Dhruv Muthe (4)
0.5-0.5; Sanjeev Mishra (4)
beat Hitansh Gohil (3).

Tendulkar honored by Dallas

Cowboys durmg NFL Game

By Seema Hakhu Kachru

Houston (USA): The leg-
endary Sachin Tendulkar
was presented with a cus-
tom Number 10 jersey by
team owner Jerry Jones in
a special honour during a
Dallas Cowboys NFL game
here.

The gesture highlights
the growing footprint of
cricket in the United States,
with Tendulkar playing a
key role through his in-
volvement with the Nation-
al Cricket League (NCL).

As a co-owner of the
NCL, Tendulkar is working
to introduce cricket to new
American audiences with
its innovative Sixty Strikes
format. His recognition at
one of the NFL's most icon-
ic venues marks a signifi-

cant moment in bridging
the worlds of cricket and
American sports.

Earlier on Sunday, Ten-
dulkar kicked off the NCL's
community outreach ef-
forts by inspiring hundreds
of young athletes at the
University of Texas at
Dallas.

"Cricket has given me so
much, and being here in
Dallas—both teaching
these young athletes and
receiving this incredible
recognition—has been tru-
ly humbling," Tendulkar
said.

"Inspiring these kids and
sharing my journey with
them has been incredibly
fulfilling. I want them to
know that with dedication,
passion, and belief, they
can achieve anything—

whether on the cricket field
or in life."

The NCL has quickly
gained attention for blend-
ing world-class cricket with
cultural events and com-
munity-focused initiatives
with the tournament set to
conclude on Monday.

Featuring stars like Sha-
hid Afridi, Suresh Raina,
Shakib Al Hasan, and Chris
Lynn, the NCL is establish-
ingitself as a premier event
on the global cricket stage.

Headquartered in Dallas,
the National Cricket
League also attracted crick-
et legends such as Sunil
Gavaskar, Wasim Akram,
and Sir Vivian Richards to
mentor the players.

The event is endorsed by
the ICC and supported by
SEE Holdings. -PTI

UMumbaaim

toreclaim
lost glory

Mumbai: After three con-
secutive seasons of league-
stage exits, former Pro
Kabaddi League champions
U Mumba will be eager to
reclaim their lost glory in
Season 11. The Mumboys
won the PKL title in Season
2 but have failed to lift the
coveted trophy since.

Season 11 will see U
Mumba continue with Ira-
nian Gholamreza Mazanda-
rani as their head coach.
An experienced coach who
has tasted success,
Mazandarani led the Irani-
an kabaddi team to gold at
the 2018 Asian Games and
previously coached U
Mumba in Seasons 6 and 10.

Sunil Kumar, eighth on
the leaderboard for most
tackle points (336) in PKL
history, will lead their de-
fence after U Mumba spent
an impressive INR 1.015
crores on him at the Player
Auction. U Mumba’s de-
fence is packed with proven
talents who have show-
cased their defensive prow-
ess in the past. In addition
to Sunil Kumar, the defence
boasts players like Parvesh
Bhainswal, Rinku, Gokula-
kannan M, Bittu and Som-
bir highlighting their de-
fensive depth.

Players of Vidarbha and Andhra greet each other at the end of their Ranji Trophy cricket match in Nagpur on
Monday. Vidarbha won the match.

Pic: PTI

Olympics bronze winner Kusale getsRs 2 cr

Mumbai: Shooter Swapnil
Kusale, who won a bronze
medal in this year's Paris
Olympics, was on Monday
honoured with a cheque of
Rs2 crore by the Maharash-
tra Government. CM
Eknath Shinde and Deputy
CMs Devendra Fadnavis
and Ajit Pawar honoured
Kusale and other sport-
spersons at an event in
Mumbai. Kusale claimed a

bronze medal in the 50m
rifle 3 positions event of the
Paris Olympics. Kusale's
father and brother are

teachersin a district school
and his mother is the sar-
panch of Kambalwadi vil-
lage near Kolhapur in Ma-

harashtra. Athlete Sachin
Sarjerao Khilari, who
broke the Asian record to
win the silver medal in the
men's shot put F46 event at
the Paris Olympics was
given a cheque of Rs three
crore on the occasion. The

| coaches of these sportsper-

sons were also honoured
with cheques of between Rs
20 to 30 lakh.

-PTI

Muzumd

Sharjah: A disheartened
India head coach Amol Mu-
zumdar rued the missed
opportunities that could
have altered the game's out-
come after his team's hopes
of reaching the women's
T20 World Cup semifinals
were dashed by a loss to
Australia.

In a bid to control their
own destiny, the Indian
team delivered a lackluster
performance on the field,
ultimately resulting in a
nine-run loss to defending
champions Australia in
their must-win game on

Sunday.

"I think we were right in
the game, right till the last
over. Just that experience
of Australia, saw them
through," Muzumdar said
at the post match press
conference.

"Just a little disappoint-
ing with the loss. And I feel
we've fielded pretty well.
But yeah, a couple of
chances could have been,
we could have taken those
chances and then the things
could have been different.

"Maybe 10-15 runs less,
even the last over. But at

ar rues missed opportunities

the same time, I would like
to say that we put in our
best effort forward in this
game," he added.

India dropped as many
as three catches, while also
missing a stumping oppor-
tunity. To add to their woes,
a close Ibw call also went
against them.

In the 17th over of the
Australian innings, Phoebe
Litchfield, batting on 5, had
attempted a reverse sweep
with the on-field umpire
giving her leg-before-wick-
et after she missed the shot.

However, a decision to

review handed her a re-
prieve because the ball
pitched outside leg stump.
India players, including
vice-captain Smriti Mand-

hana, protested, claiming
the ball pitching outside the
leg-stump line should be
deemed inconsequential
given the batter had

switched stances.

Litchfield went on to add
10 more crucial runs, help-
ing Australia post the high-
est team total at Sharjah in
the ongoing tournament.

"What I gathered from
that non-dismissal is that
she didn't move before the
ball was released. So, the
leg mark, what was there, it
stood as it is. That was my
only understanding about
it. Whether it was out or
not, it was up to the um-
pires to decide or the third
umpire. So yeah, it was a
crucial one."

Australia posted a total
of 151/8. In response, India
fell short, finishing at 142/9
despite skipper Harman-
preet Kaur's unbeaten 54.

With senior players Har-
manpreet and Deepti Shar-
ma in the middle, India
needed 85 off 10 overs.

Asked what message was
being sent to the duo in the
middle at the time, Muzum-
dar said: "First and fore-
most, it was about the run
chase. Second was keeping
the net run rate also in ac-
count. But the only mes-
sage was if we take it a little

deeper, then we do have a
good chance to chase these
runs down.

"I think Harman's pres-
ence was very important
till the end. That is what I
felt in her run chase. We
almost got it through."

India's chances of mak-
ing the semifinal now hinge
on Pakistan beating New
Zealand on Monday.

"Well, I just want to wish
Pakistan all the best. That's
all I can say. But we will be
watching the game very
closely, that's for sure."

-PTI




